
Minutes of the Fourth + Gill Neighborhood Board Meeting
April 18, 2016 at the Neighborhood Center

• Call to Order at 6.38 pm by President Jenny Wright

• Members present: 
Jenny Wright, Jackson Whetsel, Nina Phalen, Nina Martyris, Ben Auerbach, Shannon 
Parks Denton, Diana Rogers, Mary Anne Hoskins

• Approve the March Board Meeting Minutes 
Ben moved and Shannon seconded; approved unanimously.

• Knoxville Police Department Liaison Update (Officer Book)
Stopped by briefly but had to rush out on an emergency call.

Officer Reports

• Central Methodist Donation: President (Jenny Wright)
Laurie Meschke emailed Jenny saying we need to give a donation ($300 was the figure) 
to Central Methodist. We did so last year for ArtOberfest 2014, since they let us use their 
yard and church. Jenny said she would clarify if Laurie had chatted with anyone in the 
church. Mary Anne said every now and then we’ve made a donation as a gesture, but 
suggested we separate it from ArtOberfest, and just give the church a donation for being 
such a good neighbor. Board will decide at the next meeting whether we should give a 
donation and how much.

• Treasurer Report (Nina Phalen)
- Main account balance $14,309.02 ($2400.00 banked for Birdhouse maintenance)
- Maintenance account: $2036.94
- First Neighborhood Realty gave a generous $500 donation to the neighborhood.
- New Treasurer Appointed
Since this was Nina P’s last meeting, a new treasurer was appointed. Jenny moved to 
nominate Joe Miles and Mary Anne seconded. Unanimously approved. Joe will have a 
two-year term until February 2018. 
On behalf of the Board, Shannon said a big thank you to Nina Phalen for serving as such 
a good treasurer.

Committee Reports

• Communications (April Ellis)
- The Instagram account is up and running
- Jenny said she would email April to put the Instagram email on Facebook

• Finance and Development (Ben Auerbach)
Home Tour
Jenny and Ben said there’s been a very good response. 



- There was a $755 profit on the Home Tour (including expenses for booklets and 
advertising)

- We’ve had $4500 in ad sales
- Old City Wine Bar bought an $800 ad for the Home Tour
- Dustin did the elegant graphic print material.
- Ads had been placed everywhere – WUOT, Inside of Knoxville.  Tickets were on 

sale at Bliss, Three Rivers Co-op.
- Jenny said we should all try to take a new neighbor on the home tour to introduce 

them to the neighborhood.

• Neighborhood Center (Diana Rogers)

- Progress is being made on updating and repairing the flooring in the upstairs bathroom. 
The floor has been reinforced and paint applied. 

- Stained glass windows almost ready, and looking great so far
- Diana said the Center is now hosting a monthly Birdhouse Market with a focus on

local, handmade foods and crafts. The first one took place on Sunday, April 10, 
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM. Upcoming markets are scheduled for Sunday, May 15 and 
Sunday, June 12 at the same time. 

• Parks and Beautification (Gerry Moll)
- The Spring cleanup went off well with around 15 people showing up for it.
- Sameal Tomas is working on the beds along Gill and hopes to finish with the 

weeding and mulching before the June 10 Porch Hop.

• Social (Shannon Denton)
- Shannon said two people had volunteered to host the porch hop. She will 

approach neighbors during the week to ask for other volunteers.
- Nina P said we should order pint glasses for the Porch Hop. Hot Pink was the 

color agreed on but there was a debate about whether to use the new logo or 
the old one. Jackson suggested we stick to the old logo, but Nina P and Jenny 
wanted the new one since we’ve rebranded. Shannon said she would call and 
ask how much it would cost for a new graphic. Ben said we should order the 
same logo. So it was decided to stick with the old logo in hot pink and order 
72 glasses. 

- Ben suggested we should add a rainbow to the new logo.
- Jenny said we should sell the leftover glasses from last year’s porch hop at 

the Home Tour. 

Old Business
• Website changes (Mary Anne Hoskins + Jenny Wright)
Mary Anne sent an email to Bill Pittman about hosting the Neighborhood Website. He 
was very nice and gave us a few options. He owns the domains, and is happy to host it 
himself or transfer ownership to the neighborhood. He isn’t going to charge us – he said 
since he did it for the neighborhood, it’s yours. Jenny said she would email Bill and ask 



him to transfer the domain to us. But we still need to find out the annual fee for 
Wordpress. 
Jenny said she would take over the running of the website, and Ben said he would help 
with hiccups. 

• Banner Update:  Banners are still waiting for approval; can take up to 30 days.

• Pain clinic update (Jenny Wright)
Jenny reported on the two-hour meeting held three weeks ago about the fence between 
the Clinic and Gratz. Meeting attended by Marshall Stair, Gordon Coker, Bob Whetsel, 
Bill Murrah and Betty Henault, April Ellis, and Jenny Wright. It was a difficult and 
stormy meeting. Dr. Chavin held the Neighborhood responsible for the rock thrown into 
his window. He alleged anti-Semitism and brought up Kristallnacht.

The doctor said he has no money for the fence.  

However, when it was proposed that he sell the residential plot on Gratz so that it would 
seal off the driveway and the Gratz residents wouldn’t be worried about people coming 
through, Dr. Chavin was open to the idea. Find me a buyer, he said.

The guests were taken on a tour of the facility. 

There were two police incidents at the clinic recently. 
- The first involved Dr. Chavin allegedly disposing of bio-hazardous material (used 
syringes, urine testing cups) in the dumpster. Police were called and health department 
officials came out. Jenny called Chief Rausch. He commented on the Suboxone sign 
outside the clinic and said he’d never seen a clinic with a sign advertising a specific drug.
But Dr. Chavin flatly rejected the proposal to take down the sign. Police asked the 
neighborhood to continue to monitor the situation and said they have operatives in place. 
- In the second incident, the police were called when Dr. Chavin allegedly spat on an 
employee.

• ARTOberfest 

The Board decided not to have ArtOberfest 2016.

Dustin Boruff emailed to say that after careful consideration he didn’t feel he could 
commit fully to the festival because of prior commitments and given the amount of 
time it takes to organize the event. 

One of the main reasons for the Board’s decision not to hold the fest this year was the 
lack of neighborhood participation. Simply put, we need more help to make this a 
neighborhood event. 

On a long-term note, however, Shannon said we should give it another try since it’s a 
great opportunity to show how cool the neighborhood is, and that we should anchor 



ourselves with more than a Home Tour. Ben added that ArtOberfest can work, but it 
needs a four-year planning schedule with at least seven or eight people committed to 
roles. Jackson said even if we return to it after a one-year gap, we really won’t lose too 
much momentum. 

Shannon volunteered take charge of the next edition of ARTOberfest, whether next year 
or after that. She didn’t want to see the event go down the drain. Nina P said how about 
we pick a date – say the September board meeting – for Shannon to come back with a 
plan, a budget, and most important of all, a team. We also need to think about how to 
compete against all the competition since the Old City has changed so much. 
Jenny said she would sit down with Ben and Shannon in June for a game plan.

New Business
• Neighborhood Traffic Safety Program (Jenny Wright)
Jenny asked the Board to look through the program and send in feedback. We have to get 
neighbor input and suggestions. Police may or may not take the suggestions into account.

• Patrick McInturff is starting a Zika Underground Group to tackle the mosquito menace 
if it should arise. 

• Open Streets have asked for a donation. Ben said we gave them a donation last year. 
Motion moved (Jenny moved, Shannon seconded) to give the same amount as last time 
(probably between $100 and $150).
 
Upcoming Events
• Tour of Homes: Sunday, April 24 – 1:00-6:00pm
• Potluck Picnic: Sunday, May 15, 5:00pm – Fourth + Gill Park
• Board Meeting: Monday, May 16 – 6:30pm – Neighborhood Center
• Porch Hop: Friday, June 10 – 6:00-9:00pm
• Board Meeting: Monday, June 20 – 6:30pm – Neighborhood Center

Meeting adjourned at 8.00 pm. Jackson moved and Diana seconded.


