
FOURTH AND GILL NEIGHBORHOOD
BOARD MEETING

Monday, February 20, 2016

Members Present: Bill Murrah, April Ellis, Mary Anne Hoskins, Laurie Meschke, Liz Upchurch,
Jenny Wright, Ben Auerbach, Jackson Whetsel, Nina Phalen, Gerry Moll; Dustin Boruff; Diana 
Rogers

Call to Order: 9:38am

January Minutes: tabled until next meeting for everyone to review

Annual Meeting Minutes: Mary Anne moved; Jerry second; approved unanimously

Organizational Mission and Structure
“Build and sustain a vital urban community by protecting and preserving the historic 

architecture of the area and by promoting a strong sense of community.” [from bi-laws § 1.2].

Board is structured with officers and committee chairs.

We need to encourage all who come to events throughout the year to sign the 
membership list.

Committee Reports:

Neighborhood Center
Bill explained the relationship between the Neighborhood, the Neighborhood Center, and

the Birdhouse.  

Bill thought it would be a good idea to have a Neighborhood Center reunion at some time
in the future.

Bill also discussed the improvements that have been made/are being made to the stained 
glass windows at the Neighborhood Center.

Codes
Not present. 
Board will accept Dan’s resignation.

Parks and Beautification
Gerry reported on the shed at the Birdhouse/Neighborhood Center.  We are trying to 

figure out a way for everyone to have access to it but also keep the stuff inside protected when 
not being used.  

Workdays are Saturdays from 3pm to 6pm.



As for Parks and Beautification specifically, responsibilities include: organize volunteer 
clean up events twice a year; organize any projects involving outdoors of the neighborhood; 
handle any issues with the neighborhood park.

Nina is concerned about some signs around the neighborhood that are not so appealing, 
mainly the neighborhood watch signs.  She suggested we look into improving these either by 
repainting the frames ourselves or contacting KPD to see if they can change the signs.

Communications
Jenny reported that Dustin is still doing the newsletter.  She asked Bill if he would be 

willing to do a little piece about the history of the neighborhood and the neighborhood 
organization for the newsletter.

She also mentioned that highlighting the historical features of the neighborhood as well 
as local business would continue. 

Committee chair is responsible for neighborhood emails, facebook account, and any other
forms of communication from/to the neighborhood.

Neighborhood events for children or families with children will continue to be a point of 
emphasis as well.  In addition to events that are children inclusive or specifically designed for 
children, the ability for parents to bring their children to meetings/events and still be involved in 
the meeting (i.e. providing childcare for children at the meeting) was discussed as an option to be
considered in the future.

Broadway Corridor Taskforce will have another meeting on Monday 2/22/16.  

Home Tour Board meeting met recently and everything is looking pretty good, though 
board is still trying to solidify all locations.  Tour will be Sunday April 24, 2016, 2pm to 6pm.  
Board thinking about adding a “porch tour” as well that would display porches along the path 
between the homes that are on the Home Tour.

Welcome
Mary Anne reported that many were welcomed to the neighborhood this past year.  She 

continued to encourage the Board, and everyone in the neighborhood, to make her aware of new 
neighbors in the neighborhood.  

Finance and Development
Laurie discussed the responsibilities of the committee as well as its involvement with 

Artoberfest.  Committee works along with Treasurer as far as fiduciary duties for the 
neighborhood.  Have to do a training session on Artoberfest and fundraising; have been given 
permission from City to reduce training from 4 hours to 2 hours. Laurie needs to set a date for 
that ASAP.  



Treasurer’s Report
 This position is the main holder of fiduciary responsibility for the Board.  There are three

accounts: checking, maintenance account, and a money market account.  

In addition to monitoring these accounts, the Treasurer checks the PO Box for the Board 
and keeps the Board up to date on bills.  

Ben suggested that at least two officers have a key to the PO Box such as Treasurer and 
President.  

Bill brought up that someone needs to look into the 990 form that needs to be sent to the 
federal government.  Bill also brought up his questions about insurance and the monthly 
allotment for the maintenance fund.  

Social
Nina explained that this committee organizes all of the potlucks and other social events, 

such as the porch hop, Halloween party, and ice cream social.

For 2016, there will be more themed potlucks, or potlucks that offer more than just food, 
such as workshops on things you can do with a historical home.  Hopefully these changes can 
renew energy for these events.  

Nina is still working on the street banners.  She will go pick up the samples for the design
shortly.  There is a cost for having the City hang the banners, which is approximately $600.  We 
hope to have teams of volunteers to hang them instead and save the money.

Board Officers and Committee Chairs
Jenny as President; Nina as Treasurer; Jackson as VP; Dustin as Codes; Shannon as 

Social; Mary Anne as Welcome; Ben as Finance and Developent; Gerry as Parks and 
Beautification; Diana as Neighborhood Center; April as Secretary and Communications until a 
new Board member is recruited to be the Secretary (or Communications, depending on April’s 
preference at that point).  

 Mary Anne moved to approve this slate; Ben second; slate approved unanimously. 

Jenny to follow up with other potential board members to fill our final board spot for 
2016.

Old Business

Pain Clinic
Mary Anne gave a report from the “1100 Gratz block meeting” that was held to discuss 

the pain clinic that is planning to use a building facing Broadway right behind the 1100 block of 
Gratz.



Main concern seemed to be not having traffic from pain clinic spill over to Gratz, though 
others were concerned about cutting down on parking options for Gratz residents if barriers are 
used.

Group will be reconvened to further discuss the clinic, the property, and steps that need to
be taken prior to opening.  

We have presented a first round of requests.  Hopefully, in the near future, we can send a 
more formal and solid list of requests.

Adjourned:     12:17pm  Ben moved; Dustin second; approved unanimously


