
FOURTH AND GILL NEIGHBORHOOD
BOARD MEETING

Monday, January 11, 2015

Members Present: Bill Murrah, April Ellis, Mary Anne Hoskins, Laurie Meschke, Liz Upchurch,
Jenny Wright, Ben Auerbach, Jackson Whetsel, Nina Phalen, Gerry Moll

Call to Order: 6:04pm

December Minutes: unanimously approved

Guests: Chan Quemore - neighbor; Eliazar Sanchez with Comite Popular – activist group that 
advocates for rights of immigrants in the area; Brian – volunteer, board member at Birdhouse, 
has helped Jerry install the shed .

Committee Reports:

Neighborhood Center:
Birdhouse lease was discussed.  Same terms.  Board generally OK with that, but would 

like to see more detail as to the value we are receiving from in-kind labor from the Birdhouse.
There is work to be done in the near future on the upstairs bathroom and upstairs 

windows. 
Jenny Moved to approve; Second: Bill; Laurie suggested approving contract with 

amendment of repair deliverables approved at next meeting.  
Jenny amended motion as such, Bill second; approved unanimously.
Jerry reported that shed has been completed at the Birdhouse/Neighborhood Center.  

There will be a party to celebrate Friday 1/15.

Codes
Dan not present; no report.

Parks and Beautification
Nothing to report.

Communications
Written report discussed.  April’s suggestion to use a mass text service to keep everyone 

aware of what’s going on in the neighborhood was discussed.
Jenny will update welcome flyer for new neighbors.

Welcome
There are two new neighbors that Mary Anne will welcome shortly.

Treasurer’s Report
 No money yet from Ken Jo’s or Senor Taco ($1,000 total).  Everything else is in.  Ken Jo

has been invoiced three times.  Not sure about Senor Taco, but probably the same.  



Social
Nothing more than written report.

Old Business

Artoberfest – 
Laurie discussed final numbers of Artoberfest 2015.  Potential dates for next year’s event 

were discussed.
An interest form has been sent out to the current Artoberfest leadership team, and there is

some question/doubt as to whether anyone wants to take leadership for next year’s event.
Laurie made a proposal to approve the Artoberfest budget with the caveat that we would 

revisit the vote in late Spring when Laurie will have a better idea of what the 
committee/leadership team will look like moving forward.  

Jenny noted that she was not in favor of having the same leadership team under Laurie.  
She also wanted to have a firm idea of who would be willing to be in a leadership position 
sooner than late Spring – April.  

Nina was in favor of having the ultimate vote on whether or not to have Artoberfest in 
2016 until April, but was concerned about whether or not we were completely invested at that 
moment (is there any possibility we could still not have it if sponsorships weren’t high enough 
after April).  

Liz mentioned that Steve Larimer was able to get sponsorships, so if we don’t have Steve
then we need to make sure we have an active sponsorship seeker on the committee.  

Laurie moved to approve 2016 Artoberfest on October 8, 2016, without any funds being 
dispersed until committee is actually formed/verified, and the formation/verification of this 
committee will be ultimately approved at the April 2016 meeting.  Second by Bill.  Unanimously
approved.

Jenny also suggested that at least one Board member be on the Artoberfest committee.

Pain Clinic – 
Bill began the discussion – does not have an exact idea of what our recommendation 

should be at this time.  Architect told Bill that Dr. Chavin wanted the upstairs part of it to be his 
residence, but the bank wasn’t interested in financing that part of it. 

Jenny read/discussed an email from David Massey from the City of Knoxville saying that
Dr. Chavin had not purchased the building but was leasing it.  

Bill mentioned that, while none of us may want the Pain Clinic, Bill has not found avenue
to actually keep it from going in.  With that being said, our primary concern should be to 
mitigate the negative impact of the Pain Clinic on our neighborhood as much as possible. Chan 
Quemore was concerned about the gradation around the Pain Clinic and what could potentially 
happen some of the earth/ground was to be disturbed or dug up.  

Liz proposed sending a letter with our recommendations and proposals, such as screens 
around the back of the property, appropriate waste baskets and access to bathrooms, fencing, etc.

Bill suggested forming a special committee who can put together recommendations.
Liz proposes next public meeting take place after the clinic opens.
Bill is looking into whether there are any city regulations that provide that a barrier must 

be created between a residential and C3 area; in hopes that a barrier will be placed in the parking 
lot between the building and Gratz.



Chan wants to learn exactly what the Union still owns and what the lease states.  
More suggestions were offered as to what to do around the property to provide a barrier 

between the Clinic and the neighborhood, especially the properties closest to the clinic.
Liz proposed forming a smaller group with the property owners closes to the clinic and 

some Board members to make firm, detailed recommendations/proposals.
Mary Anne agreed and suggested that the 1100 block of Gratz should have a block 

meeting to discuss these issues as well.  Bill responded that it should be more than just the 1100 
block.  

Nina suggested that there be a smaller 1100 block meeting that could come up with their 
own proposals and then report those proposals to a larger group at a different meeting.  

Discussion concerning issues on how to proceed with forming proposals continued.
There will be a block meeting at Mary Anne’s house – they will form proposals. This 

meeting will be held within the next ten days or so (on or by 1/24/16).  There will be an email 
vote on these proposals.  If/when approved, the proposals will be conveyed to Dr. Chavin.  There
will then be a follow up meeting after the clinic has opened.  1/27/16 is target date to get the 
proposal letter to Dr. Chavin.  Week of 2/1 to meet w/ Dr. Chavin and his architect and discuss 
proposals.

Budget – 
Ben reviewed the budget from last year as well as the proposed budget for 2016.  
There was discussion by Nina and mary Anne as to how to allocate expenses for the 

Welcome committee appropriately. The welcome committee will now itemize the things it uses 
for purposes of the budget from here on.

Ben will revise budget slightly to reflect suggestions.  The Board will vote by email to 
approve the 2016 budget once Ben has made these revisions.

Annual Meeting – 
Elections will be held at annual meeting.  See below for further discussions on elections.
Jenny discussed doing flyers. Board agreed flyers should be put out making everyone 

aware of the annual meeting.   
Ben will have treasurer’s report.  Liz will present annual report.
Official membership sign in sheet.  
Jenny will do flyer.  

Elections – 
We must solicit the members for nominations.  
Dustin Boruff or Jared Russell (Jenny will introduce), Shannon Denton (Nina), Diana 

Rogers (Mary Anne) – possible Board members.  
Pierce at K-brew is a possibility as well, but we don’t know if he actually lives in the 

neighborhood.   
Must send a note to members to solicit nominations.
Jackson will look for member list that was compiled at last annual meeting.
[Ben is going on sabbatical next year (2017). But he has to work a double work load until

then.  So, he is unwilling to be treasurer next year – at least not the second half of the year. The 
Board will vote on what to do with his position on the Board when the time comes.] 



Board Retreat – 
Liz sent proposed agenda for Board retreat Feb 20, 2016.  

Adjourned:     7:58pm (Mary Anne moved; Second: Laurie; approved unanimously)


