
Minutes for Fourth + Gill Neighborhood Board Meeting
Monday, March 21, 2016 at the Neighborhood Center

Call to Order
- at 6.37 pm by President Jenny Wright
Members Present
 Jenny Wright, Jackson Whetsel, Nina Phalen, Nina Martyris, Dustin Boruff, Ben 
Auerbach, Shannon Parks Denton, Diana Rogers, Gerry Moll, April Ellis, Mary Anne 
Hoskins
Guests Attending
Elezar Sanchez and Katie Meyer/Mayer (maintenance person for the Birdhouse)
Knoxville Police Department Liaison Update
Officer Book unable to make it because of a death in the family

Approve January and February Board Meeting Minutes
Shannon Parks Denton moved and Gerry Moll seconded; approved unanimously.

Secretary Approved
Jenny Wright introduced motion to approve the new secretary, Nina Martyris. Mary Anne
moved and Nina P seconded; approved unanimously.

Neighborhood Website
Jenny Wright brought up the issue of the Fourth + Gill website (www.fourthandgill.org). 
It continues to be hosted by Bill Pittman even though he doesn’t live here any more. The 
site carries a banner advertisement for Pittman Properties, which some members found 
unsuitable. 

Mary Anne Hoskins said she would email Bill to say we would like to host the website 
ourselves and ask him for the code. 

Jenny suggested the site be moved to Wordpress. Before doing so we need to ascertain 
whether we can still have the same domain name or whether we need to create a new 
website.

Neighborhood Luncheon
Jenny thanked those who attended the neighborhood luncheon. She emphasized the need 
to nominate the Fourth + Gill Board for the Neighborhood Association Awards next year 
and encourage neighbors to nominate other neighbors. Nominations should be made to 
the City of Knoxville Office of Neighborhoods. David Massey is the contact person.

Treasurer Report (Nina Phalen)
Nina Phalen provided the following accounts:
- The Fourth + Gill checking account balance = $11,603.75 ($2400 owed to the 

http://www.fourthandgill.org/


Maintenance / Birdhouse account)
- Maintenance / Birdhouse account balance  = $2,036.70 (this does not include the $2400 
owed)

Banner Update
Nina Phalen said the application, design (by Dustin Boruff) and application fee had been 
hand delivered to City of Knoxville Special Event Office for approval on March 21. 
Hopefully, the banners will be up in time for the Home Tour. It would be great if 
neighbors volunteered to put up the banners instead of asking the city, which is 
expensive. 

Committee Reports

Codes (Dustin Boruff)
Dustin had a question: what if some houses have vinyl on their siding when they are not 
supposed to? Nina P said ‘no-vinyl’ became a rule after a certain date. Others said it 
wasn’t a problem, and that many houses had vinyl.

Communications (April Ellis)
April Ellis said she wanted to create an Instagram account for the neighborhood, which 
everyone thought was a good idea. 

Email information to the Instagram account should initially be shared with board 
members only. 

Nina P suggested that we should consider a Twitter account too.

Link Instagram and Facebook accounts to new Wordpress site. 

Finance and Development (Ben Auerbach)
Home tours: Ben said he needed to have regular reports from the Home Tour group to 
keep track of the finances since we’ve reconfigured the finance position.
Sean Martin and Jenny Wright are the chairpersons.

Social (Shannon Parks Denton)
- Porch Hop: Shannon will go door to door to ask people to offer their porches. She will 
provide an update at the next meeting. 

One guideline is to avoid asking those who’ve already hosted porch hops. 

- Ice-cream Social: Nina P said we needed to change the ice-cream social date

- Potluck: Shannon said some neighbors (especially those with children) were asking if it 
were possible to move the potluck to Sunday, or have it earlier in the evening instead of 
at 6.30 pm, and offer childcare. 



April Ellis said having the potluck even half an hour earlier would help someone like her,
with kids. She said childcare would be very helpful since it provides a reprieve for the 
parents. She suggested that perhaps an interactive activity could be planned for the kids

Jenny said we need to look at these concerns, but expressed reservations about Sunday 
evening potlucks. Some board members agreed with her.

Picnic: Shannon suggested an early Sunday picnic at the park – a picnic would also solve 
the childcare problem. As a result, the bring-your-dish picnic originally scheduled for 
Monday May 9 at 6.30 pm was re-scheduled for Sunday, May 15 at 5.00 pm at the Fourth
& Gill Park. The Neighborhood Center should be reserved as a backup in case of stormy 
weather. The picnic will be an experiment; we can see how it works and how many 
people show up.

Welcome (Mary Anne Hoskins)
Mary Anne said she had delivered four packets recently and encouraged everyone to tell 
her about new neighbors, but not those who’ve been here already for two years and 
haven’t got a welcome package.

Old Business
Indigenous Vibes (Gerry Moll)
Gerry said they are leaving the building; he might get them to play at the Birdhouse but 
hasn’t spoken to them yet

Pain clinic update and board recommendations (Jenny Wright)
Dustin said he had noted an increase of drunk and intoxicated people going through 
Eleanor; they could possibly be Pain Clinic people, but this is unconfirmed.

Jenny Wright brought up the unfortunate incident of vandalism last week, wherein 
someone threw rocks at the Pain Clinic and broke the windows. Jenny said she had 
spoken to Dr. Chavin, who was very unhappy and felt there was a neighborhood 
conspiracy against his clinic. Jenny said it was important for the neighbors to understand 
his frame of mind. She suggested setting up a meeting with Dr. Chavin but he did not 
want to meet.

As decided earlier, a ten-person committee that has already been chosen is going to meet 
Dr. Chavin in May. Mary Anne asked why those ten people had been chosen and why 
others who were bigger stakeholders were excluded. Jenny said we should keep the group
small. After a discussion, it was finally decided to keep the committee as is, and not add 
anyone at this stage.

Jenny held a vote on the written proposal to the Pain Clinic regarding the barriers to be 
erected. Mary Anne asked if the language could be amended to make it clear that the 
barrier extended to the entire boundary. The words “extends the length of the boundary” 
were added. Dustin moved to approve and Shannon seconded. Approved unanimously.



Broadway Corridor Task Force update (Jenny Wright)
- City has presented some designs for the Broadway corridor.

- In Fall 2016 part of Broadway from Depot to Jackson is to be demolished. There will be
no access for three years. This will mean an increase in traffic on Central; no detour plans
have been posted yet. 

ARToberfest (Dustin Boruff)
Last year’s ARToberfest incurred an overall loss of $1800.

Dustin said we needed to see if we could cut some of the spending. Ben said he could 
walk Dustin through the cuts Laurie Meschke had made and where the cost overruns 
occurred (overbought food for instance). 

Nina P pointed out that the previous Board had decided we would not approve the event 
for 2016 unless there was a volunteer corps set up. If Dustin could get a few people on 
board, and April could write out their roles, the Board could take a decision.

Dustin said he would do his best to get a corps of volunteers by next month.

Jenny made it clear that we do not want to grow the festival in any way. If at all we need 
to scale back – perhaps get a smaller tent.

Jackson asked if more people had attended in the second year. Since there was no head 
count, no one knew.

Jenny said many neighbors had raised the issue of the high cost of attending. If you have 
two or three kids it gets very expensive. But Jackson and other members pointed out the 
event was a fundraiser, and therefore lower ticket prices would defeat the purpose.

The Board will take a final decision at the April meeting on whether or not to have 
ARToberfest 2016.

Parks & Beautification (Gerry Moll)
- Gerry reported that the stained glass for the Neighborhood Center is ready

- Sam is working to ensure the flowerbeds are ready in time for the Home Tour. Asked if 
the beds would be ready for the Dogwood Festival on April 15, he said he would do his 
best.

Gerry thanked Nina P for donating tulips; Gerry too has donated hydrangeas and 
forsythias from his yard 

- Spring Yard Award: The inspection will take place sometime in the week of April 18

New Business



Partnership with Pellissippi State Service Learning (April Ellis)
April said students at Pellissippi get class credits for service learning. She would like her 
class to help with the neighborhood cleanup. 

She also suggested that the Board could officially partner with Pellissippi for a long-term 
agreement to facilitate involvement in other neighborhood activities requiring volunteers.

Clean-Up
Gerry said he would take care of coffee and doughnuts for the April 2 Spring Cleanup.

He has plenty of trash bags already.

He will put up the date on the Listserv; April said she would put it up on Facebook.

Tour of Homes (Jenny Wright)
Jenny said we have seven or eight locations for the Home Tour on April 24 

This year introduces an additional feature: art on porches (Gordon Coker, Diana Rogers, 
Be Intertwined, among others).

Dustin is doing the graphic design

Ad sales have been good so far

Jenny said she would find out if volunteers were needed

Upcoming Events
• Spring Clean Up: Saturday, April 2 – 9:00-11:00am – Traffic Circle
• Board Meeting: Monday, April 18 – 6:30pm – Neighborhood Center
• Tour of Homes: Sunday, April 24 – 1:00-6:00pm
• Potluck Picnic: Sunday May 15 at 5.00 p.m. at Fourth + Gill Park (changed from 

Monday, May 9 – 6:30pm – Fourth + Gill Park)
• Board Meeting: Monday, May 16 – 6:30pm – Neighborhood Center
• Porch Hop: Friday, June 10 – 6:00-9:00pm

Meeting Adjourned at 8.00 pm 
Jackson moved, Dustin seconded.


