
Historic Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization Board Meeting Agenda Monday, 
March 20, 2017 – 6:30pm – Neighborhood Center 

Call to Order at 6:34 pm 

• Members present: Jenny Wright, Bob Whetsel, Nina Martyris, Diana Rogers, Gerry Moll, Ben 
Auerbach, Katy Hawley, Mary Anne Hoskins, April Ellis 

• Members absent: Joe Miles 

• Guests attending: Officer Book, Rebecca McKnight, Finbarr Saunders (City Council 
representative) 

Finbarr Saunders: Mayor’s budget address on April 28 at Suttree’s Landing; free and open to the 
public. 

Officer Book: Noted the email complaints about thefts of property from porches. Could be because 
of Spring Break. Asked if there were any issues with prostitution and the homeless – police haven’t 
had any major complaints in this regard like in 2015 and 2016. Homelessness is going to be a 
permanent issue because of Mission down the road. To improve security, homeowners should have 
lot of lighting around the house and make it look like they have surveillance. Recommended going 
to Home Depot or Lowe’s to buy “bluff” cameras and put them up all around the house. They are 
a cheap and effective deterrent tactic.  

Approve February Board Meeting Minutes 

Diana moved, Bob seconded. Unanimously approved 

• Neighbor Concerns & Suggestions  

Ben mentioned that 817 Deery Street is going to break ground at the end of the month. A new 
Craftsman style house is coming up. 

 Officer Reports   

• President (Jenny Wright)   

A Safety and Diversion Center is going to be opened off Western Avenue – an old church 
is being repurposed. Helen Ross McNabb and KPD are going to be running it. It will hold 
24 beds for individuals stopped by the police for non-violent offences like intoxication as 
well as first-time offenders, and those with a history of mental-health issues and substance 
abuse. They will be allowed to stay there for 72 hours only. The goal is to connect them to 



resources they need. It’s not a jail. Some community members had concerns about these 
individuals being released into the neighborhood.  Rebecca said they wouldn’t be released 
on site. She will send a fact sheet out to answer questions. Finbarr Saunders said the 
proposal for this Center is in the budget but the City Council hasn’t passed it yet.  

• Vice President (Shannon Parks Denton): 

 Will pass the Social Book to Katy. Jenny and Sharon complimented Katy for throwing a 
great pot-luck party last week. Sharon said the Neighborhood Center was an intimate 
setting, felt full, and the vibe was much better than in the church. Katy asked if there was 
a problem moving it here permanently. Bob said it was always at the Birdhouse until it got 
too big but now that they’re smaller, we could consider moving it back here. Our next 
potluck is August and then in September with Old North (which we could have in the 
Church). 

 

Committee Reports   

• Communications (April Ellis):   

Communications Committee is planning a meeting in the next week. Asked board members 
to contribute reports on their respective activities. Ben said he’d do a piece on the new gym 
KyBRa. Shannon suggested features and recipes for seasonal vegetables – she will submit 
a recipe for the upcoming newsletter. Newsletters should be in mailboxes by the second 
week of April.  

External Relations (Bob Whetsel):   

Banners: Reviewed the information Jenny sent on the history of the banner project and took a walk 
to survey the poles and their condition. There are 19 light poles but only 5 have brackets for 
banners. Gerry clarified that we have 19 brackets made by Preston ready to go in his shed.  He had 
a brief visit with Judith Foltz on the issue and will talk to David Massey later in the month. Bob is 
hopeful of getting the design approved by the next meeting. The banners are being paid for by 
grants ($600). 
 
Finance & Development (Ben Auerbach): 

Soliciting ideas for targeted development is ongoing. Plan is to incorporate fund-raising into the 
Porch Hop for the Birdhouse porch.  



Parks & Beautification (Gerry Moll):  

Art Gallery: We have permission from the City of Knoxville Parks department to have a mini art 
gallery installed in the Fourth & Gill Park. The City would like to do the installation for us. Though 
we had planned for one gallery, now we can have two for the same price since the mini gallery 
construction crew led by Brett Burdick proposed that for the amount of money budgeted, they can 
make two.  One will be in Kaye Newton’s yard the other in the park.  Plan is to get the first one up 
in time for the Home Tour. 
 
 
Wildlife Certification: Talked about getting our neighborhood certified as a wildlife habitat 
neighborhood. The idea was put out at the pot luck and was very well received. It means plantings 
that encourage butterflies, birds and native plants; nest, shade and water. Some yards are already 
certified, and if we have enough yards in our neighborhood we can get the neighborhood certified. 
He said he’d find out how many yards are needed and other details. April asked for an article on 
this for the newsletter, and one on Native Plants.  
 
The Parks & Beautification committee meeting met; eight or nine people attended.  
 
Chain Link Fence: Contacted Dean Littleton, General Manager for WATE, to talk about what can 
be done to beautify the boundary we share on Luttrell that currently has a chain-link fence. 
Unfortunately, he’s quitting. Gerry will contact the new General Manager as soon as there is one. 

 

• Social (Katy Hawley):  

The pot luck was fun, a good turnout. Thanks to Gerry for a great presentation on native plants. A 
few younger couples have started to get really active. To increase participation, Jenny suggested a 
plan to “Bring a Neighbor along with a dish.” Katy said the renters are not on the listserv, so we 
should look for ways to include them.  Other ideas: introduce a recipe contest; Reach out to Jessica 
and David to get the kids angle on all events.  

PORCH HOP (Friday, June 9): Shannon offered her house. Ben volunteered. Mary Anne checked 
with Tim and Missy Parker, who said yes. We need a kid-friendly house. The glasses will have the 
new logo this year. Katy suggested turquoise for the new color –everyone loved it.   

• Welcome (Mary Anne Hoskins):   

We have three new neighbors who will be receiving welcome packets in the next couple of 
weeks.  (Brent and Meg Waugh, Karen Lloyd, Harrison Boyd.) Has reached out to K-Brew about 
a possible coupon to include in the welcome package. 



 
Old Business   

• Committee Meetings (Jenny Wright)   

• Neighborhood events (Jenny Wright) 

• Historical designation street signs (Jenny Wright)  

We need to decide how much we can spend this year to get the street signs and identify the 
intersections at which we want to place them. Some residents are even prepared to contribute 
money to have them.  Ben said we need to have a matching fund-raising system in place – that 
would pay for the bulk of it. Jenny will consult with Joe about how much money we have to do a 
matching fund-raiser. Cost: $175 for each pole for an intersection sign.  

We have 43 intersections (Ben did a count) of which 13 are high priority, which comes to around 
$5000.  

New Business  

• Community Television Commercial (Jenny Wright)   

Contacted by Community TV about doing an audio commercial about the history of our 
neighborhood, with background music. We have to do nothing – they will make it for us. 
Jenny has reached out to a few people to talk about the history of Fourth & Gill. 

• Short Term Rental Properties (Jenny Wright)   

AirBnB: Jenny said the city is putting together an ordinance on the issue. Bob asked what 
the general sense was in the neighborhood. General consensus here in neighborhood is the 
ordinance requires that homeowner should live in the house, use it as their primary home. 
So, if there are problems neighbors know whom to go to. There was some discussion about 
a cap per neighborhood and license fee, but details not worked out. However, Nashville 
ordinance does not require homeowner to live on premises. Nashville law is state law so it 
will apply to Knoxville. We have to wait and see what happens. From the board’s 
perspective, we need to provide factual information to residents. 

• Neighborhood Conference Recap   

April said it was good, fun. One interesting session was on “Creative place-making” – a concept 
involving taking an ugly empty spot and beautifying it. City will support you if you do.  



• Tour of Homes (Jenny Wright & Katy Hawley)   

April 23: Two homes have pulled out in the last three days. Luckily booklets not printed. 
As of now we have 4 houses, WATE, and the church. We have backups, so we should be 
okay. We’ve been able to get some money in as well.  

• Spring clean-up (Gerry Moll) 

Said he’d get the graffiti removal equipment. Bob said last time no one showed up. Gerry 
said he would put out an email and April said she’d put it up on Facebook. 

• Yard sale (April Ellis, Katy Hawley, & Jenny Wright)  

Five people have already said they want to have sales. Katy asked if they needed help from 
social people. Jenny said we put out balloons and Katy said she’d look after that. We did 
Craigslist last year. April said she’d make a Facebook event for yard sale too. 

Neighborhood Signs  

Graphic Creations: Bob said he’d met the owner Debbie and she didn’t know anything about it. 
Jenny said she would drop in and check. For the yard sales, we can use cheap signs. 

• Fundraising Ideas (Ben Auerbach)  

Fund-raising: have two big capital projects, one for the Neighborhood porch and one for the street 
signs.  We need to have a conversation about how to go ahead. 

Upcoming Events  

• Knoxville Marathon: Sunday, April 2   

• Yard Sale: Saturday, April 8, 7:00am-2:00pm   

• Plant Swap: Saturday, April 8, Neighborhood Center   

• Board Meeting: Monday, April 17, 6:30-8:00pm, Neighborhood Center   

• PARC Meeting: Thursday, April 20, 6:00pm, Arnstein Jewish Community Center Preschool  

• Tour of Homes: Sunday, April 23, 1:00-6:00pm, Central United Methodist   

• Justice Knox Forum: Monday, April 24, 7:00pm, Central United Methodist Sanctuary   



• Dogwood Open Gardens: March 31 – April 30  

• Potluck Picnic: Sunday, May 7, 5:00pm, Fourth & Gill Park  

 Ongoing Projects   

• Urban Forestry Plant Program (summer 2017)   

• Historic Preservation Grant (planning fall 2017)   

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:02 pm. 

 
 


