
Fourth + Gill Neighborhood Board Meeting Minutes
May 16, 2016, Neighborhood Center

• Call to Order at 6.38 pm by President Jenny Wright

• Members present: 
Jenny Wright, Jackson Whetsel, Joe Miles, Nina Martyris, Ben Auerbach, Shannon Parks
Denton, Diana Rogers, Mary Anne Hoskins, Gerry Moll, April Ellis 

• Approve the March Board Meeting Minutes 
Mary Anne moved and Shannon seconded; approved unanimously.

Knoxville Police Department Liaison Update (Officer Book)
Not present

Officer Reports
• Jenny Wright welcomed the new treasurer, Joe Miles.

Donation to Open Streets
As per discussion at last meeting, we made a donation to Open Streets: $175 in fall 2015 
and $75 last week. Open Streets has another event scheduled for September, so we need 
to plan for two donations per year (if we continue to support the event).

Donation to Central Methodist Church
As per discussion at last meeting, we need to make a donation to the Central Methodist 
Church. We last made a donation of $175 in October 2012. A $200 donation was 
suggested for 2016. For next year, we can decide on the figure after taking into 
consideration how much we’re using the church. Jenny moved and Jackson seconded.

Neighborhood Website
Jenny has been in touch with Bill Pittman; he has changed the logo on the front page, but 
we still have to get control.

Sunday Picnic
There were about 20 to 25 people present. 

Insurance
Jenny said we need general liability insurance for the Neighborhood Organization. The 
Birdhouse has insurance and is covered. 

Instagram
We have to get more active with the Instagram account. Board members should chip in.



Street signs
Neighbors have asked if we can get “prettier” street signs – such as those in Old North 
and Parkridge. However, financing these signs remains an issue. Old North got a $3000 
grant last year for its new signs. We, too, should think about a grant for the next year.

• Treasurer (Joe Miles)

Former treasurer Nina Phalen brought it to the board’s attention vi email that one tax had 
not been filed. Jenny, Ben and Nina P agreed to have an accountant file all necessary 
documents to make us up to date.  Leigh Ann Joseph, CPA with Culpepper CPA, PLLC 
consulted with the IRS and completed a 990-N on our behalf. We owe $462.50 for these 
services. The tax has been paid and we are now up to date. 

Nina Phalen handed over the statements and checks to the new treasurer Joe Miles, as 
well as access to the Excel file for the accounts and the P.O. Box. 

Ben Auerbach accompanied Joe to Home Federal Bank to add him as a signatory. After 
we get signatures from Jenny and Nina Martyris and submit them to the bank, Joe will be 
able to co-sign checks.

The balance in the Fourth and Gill Organization Checking account (according to the 
Home Federal website) as of May 15th is $19,852.60 ($3,000 owed to the Birdhouse 
Maintenance account). 

This does not include a transfer that Jenny made on May 15th to the account for $1,938.45
(Home Tour ticket income from PayPal).  Joe is still working on reconciling this balance 
with our ledger, according to which we have a few hundred dollars less than the bank 
does.

The balance on the Birdhouse Maintenance account as of May 15th is $2,037.20 (plus 
$3,000 from other account).

ARTOberfest 2017

To gauge if ARTOberfest 2107 is feasible, Jenny, Ben and Shannon will sit down in June
and figure out the logistics of the event and identify people who can get involved. Ben 
emphasized that we need a round-the-year planning committee to do justice to the event. 
He said we should actively solicit people, and perhaps get the Home Tour team on board. 
Shannon added that if we want people to be involved, then we should solicit the whole 
community and involve them, and not just the same few. Ben agreed, but said we first 
need to have people who have organized events, have experience, and some knowledge 
of the neighborhood – and then do the big invite to the community.
Jenny said they would report back at the July meeting. Final decision to be made in 
September. 

Codes Update 
Sept 14, the Office of Codes Enforcement is doing a Codes Sweep to check if codes are okay. 



• Neighborhood Center (Diana Rogers)
The upstairs bathroom has almost been completed (as soon as a new seal is placed around
the toilet).
The Birdhouse hosted its second monthly Market yesterday (emphasis on local, 
handmade foods and crafts), with a third one scheduled for Sunday, June 12th. Shannon 
suggested we should advertise this as a neighborhood activity, but Jenny pointed out that 
the Birdhouse is a different group – they are our tenants. 

• Parks and Beautification (Gerry Moll)
Sameal Thomas’s contract is up for renewal at the end of June. He is willing to do the 
beds for the next year for the same price. Jackson moved to renew his annual contract and
Mary Anne seconded it. 

Social (Shannon Denton)
Porch Hop
Scheduled for June 10. Only two houses have volunteered so far. We still need five other 
hosts. Several names were proposed and Shannon and Jenny said they would follow up.

Shannon has ordered 72 hot pink glasses for $250. 

Jenny said we needed to put out flyers for the porch hop.

Better advertising for neighborhood events:
There was a debate on how better to advertise neighborhood events to increase 
participation. 
Shannon suggested we invest in $20 plastic signs (the sort used for yard sales) that can 
simply be stuck in the circle, announcing the event, so that more people know about it. 
Gerry said that though events are announced online, many people don’t check email. So 
it’s a good idea to have a permanent bulletin board. He suggested a spot – on the corner 
of Gill and Luttrell – where one could be erected. 
April described a community neighborhood board she had seen in another neighborhood.
Jenny said currently we use a heavy A-Frame, with letters and words (the frame is now 
with Liz Upchurch) to announce the monthly Potluck. Jenny asked April to follow up 
with Liz and see what letters and words we have, and also to follow up with Jeff Talman 
about the possibility of a bulletin board at the Little Free Library on Luttrell. As for 
signage, Jenny let’s stay with what we have right now, the A Frames.

Old Business
• Banner application and installation (Nina Phalen)
Nina reported via email that Judith Foltz, director of City Special Events (her office must 
approve the banner design & locations before install) said she needs approval from KUB 
for us to hang on the old-time lamp-posts. Nina will continue to work on this project even
though she no longer lives in the neighborhood.



• Broadway Corridor Task Force update (Jenny Wright)
City is looking at different codes and zoning for different areas. It’s suggested a mixed-
use zoning plan for Bearden.  This plan makes it easier to get approval for business, 
makes community better. Once the Bearden plan is approved the Broadway Corridor 
Task Force will come up with a similar plan.

• Tour of Homes report (Jenny Wright and Ben Auerbach)
The Home Tour was very successful, netting $8195.79. Over 700 people attended. 
Last year we brought in $5900. We are already planning next year's event, which will be 
on Sunday, April 23, 2017.

New Business
Neighborhood Traffic Safety Program (Jenny Wright)
Check out general info about the plan here, and the actual plan here. The city is in the 
process of seeking public comment about the plan itself. Discussions regarding specific 
ideas for Fourth + Gill will come later on. Jenny urged the Board to take a look at the 
plan and write in with queries and feedback.
We should come up with support from city for the Education and Enforcement prongs, 
but not engineering which gets very expensive. Jenny said she would submit this 
feedback on behalf of the board.

Upcoming Events
• Neighborhood Yard Sale: Saturday, June 4 – 8:00am-2:00pm
• Porch Hop: Friday, June 10 – 6:00-9:00pm
• Board Meeting: Monday, June 20 – 6:30pm – Neighborhood Center
• Ice Cream Social: Friday, July 15 – 7:00pm – Fourth + Gill Park
• Board Meeting: Monday, July 18 – 6:30pm – Neighborhood Center

Meeting adjourned at 7.49 pm.

http://www.knoxvilletn.gov/government/city_departments_offices/engineering/traffic_engineering_division/neighborhood_traffic_safety
http://www.knoxvilletn.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_109478/File/Engineering/Traffic/NTSP%20Program%20Guide.pdf

