
Fourth + Gill Neighborhood Organization 
August 8, 2016 – 6:308:00pm – Neighborhood Center

Meeting called to order at 6:34pm

Members present: Jenny Wright, Joe Miles, Nina Martyris, Diana Rogers, Gerry Moll, 
April Ellis, Mary Anne Hoskins, Ben Auerbach, Dustin Boruff, and Shannon Parks 
Denton

Members absent: Jackson Whetsel

Approve July Board Meeting Minutes
Gerry approved and Diana seconded; approved unanimously. 

Guest Speaker
Bryan Alexander from the Birdhouse
Bryan presented a summary of the neighborhood Birdhouse grant. He said he was excited
to participate. Last year, they had used the grant to build the shed. This year they want to 
focus on the front porch and improve the Center’s street appeal, since it’s a highly visible
part of the house. The aim is to expand the porch to the north side and restore its original 
historic design (it used to be bigger). Funding will also go to installing benches for the 
front yard, edible landscaping (planting honeysuckle and berries which are pretty and 
nibbly), and a sign in the crepe myrtle for the Birdhouse. 

Amount needed: $3100.

For the grant proposal, at least one-third of the matching fund has to come in the form of 
volunteer labor (that works out to around $1000 worth of labor).
We’ll know whether we’ve been awarded the grant by November. After that, we’ll need 
historic committee permission before starting the restoration work. 
Gerry suggested we approach David Massey in advance to waive fees for permits; this 
way, we could save up to $500.
Fourth & Gill is the fiduciary sponsor of the Birdhouse.

Jenny approved the objectives of the grant proposal and Shannon seconded. Unanimously
approved.

Economic Summit
There’s an economic summit coming up soon. Jenny said she would draft a one-sheet 
storyline about our neighborhood so companies can read it and decide whether or not to 
bring their business to the neighborhood. 

Knoxville Police Department Liaison Update from Officer Book
Jenny said there had been a lot of recent activity on the listserv about a number of 
untoward activities: 



1) There were complaints of drag racing on Luttrell at 2:00am – a parked car had 
been damaged. Officer Book said it might have been someone under the influence
rather than drag racing; Ben said it could be the Super Mario pizza delivery car. 
Officer Book said there were officers with radars parked on Gill who had flagged 
several cars speeding up and down. 

2) There were concerns about whether drug and prostitution activity was coming 
from Helen Ross McNabb Center. Officer Book said the concerns were 
legitimate: some of the Center’s tenants are doing drugs, which attracts the 
prostitutes. He felt the Center needed to do more rigorous checks on the people 
they house. The Officer encouraged residents to call the police every time they 
see a suspicious car, and note down the license number if possible. The police 
have done a number of prostitution stings, only to have the prostitutes out the next
day. It’s very frustrating for us, he said.

3) There has also been a series of thefts in the neighborhood in the last month – two 
stained-glass stepping stones, an Arts & Crafts birdfeeder, a wheelbarrow, and 
assorted yard art has been stolen. Neighbors have reported an increase in the 
traffic of prostitutes, strangers, and loiterers, especially at the southern end of 
Luttrell. 

4) Solutions: Jenny asked for increased police surveillance. Officer Book 
emphasized how important it was to file reports. Many people don’t file reports 
for minor thefts like a garden hoe, but if they do, it registers in police records, and
aggregates to show a steady increase in crime. Consequently, the police get more 
resources to fight local crime. He suggested that residents improve the lighting 
around their house – this will go a long way toward deterring thieves, who look 
for houses with dim lighting. And if residents have anything valuable outside, 
they should put it inside.

Neighbor Concerns: Dialogue with Helen Ross McNabb Center 
Jenny reported on how an online neighborhood discussion regarding drugs and 
prostitution had escalated after an email stating that drugs and prostitution were being run
out of Helen Ross McNabb Center was copied to local officials and KPD. Houston 
Smelcer, vice president of development and government relations at the Center, was 
extremely offended and upset at the very public accusations made in the email about the 
Center. Jenny said she had apologized to him. 

Jenny and Mr. Smelcer had a long meeting at which Mr. Smelcer reiterated that the 
individuals involved in nefarious activities are not clients of Helen McNabb. He said their
residents were closely monitored and had to follow a strict no-alcohol, no-beer and no-
overnight guest policy. One man who had recently broken the rules had been asked to go.
But at the same time, the residents have leases and can’t be summarily evicted; the Center
has to go through due process. The Center is working with KPD to see what can be done 
about the vacant plot next door where most of the activity takes place. 

Jenny said she had invited Mr. Smelcer to the joint September potluck with Old North, as
well as someone from KPD and KARM to discuss the concerns expressed.  Ben 



suggested we bring Dover into the conversation, since they’re redeveloping Knoxville 
High School, and it’s right across from Helen McNabb.

Historic Zoning Commission Proposals

There are two important proposals before the HZC from the neighborhood.

1) Ben referred to an infill proposal for a brand-new house on 817 Deery Street. Arin
Streeter will be sending out a detailed email about it pointing out design concerns 
if any. 

2) Ben himself has applied for permission to install solar panels on his roof at 813 
Deery Street. He will present his case to the city on Aug 18.
As of now, the city has no policy on solar panels on historic houses. If Ben’s 
proposal goes through, his will be the first historic house in Knoxville with 
solar panels. 
Ben will email the proposal to the F&G Board so we can see what the panel will 
look like. Panels will be black and close to the roof, which will also be painted 
black. Though they won’t be overly obvious, they will still be clearly visible from
the street. 
Shannon said this is fabulous, and could be the start of a whole trend going green. 
Others present (Gerry, Nina) agreed. 
Ben said Kaye Graybeal (neighborhood resident and Historic Preservation 
Planner) had several questions, many of which have been addressed. Kaye is 
particularly concerned about how this will set a precedent – especially since the 
panels are visible from the street. 
Ten years ago, the Fourth & Gill board addressed solar panels and laid out 
guidelines about the need to address environmental concerns without 
compromising the neighborhood’s unique historic look and character, but the 
guidelines didn’t go before the city council.
Ben offered to recuse himself from the meeting if the board wanted to discuss the 
solar panel proposal.

Officer Reports

Treasurer (Joe Miles)

 Paid insurance policy to Grange Insurance for $1,845.50

 Current Balance in the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Association Checking 
Account: $13,444.27

 Current Balance in Fourth and Gill Birdhouse Maintenance Checking Account: 
$5,838,42

Committee Reports

Codes (Dustin Boruff)



On April 21, city began doing Code Sweeps: they check the area and see if there are any 
junky cars in the yard or overgrowth spilling onto the sidewalk. On Sept 14, they will be 
making their way through our neighborhood. 

Communications (April Ellis)
Little Library Flyer Box: Jenny said the cheapest viable model with the best reviews was 
a $17 box, and that she would buy it.

Neighborhood Center (Diana Rogers)
Diana wanted to know if they could sell the old Artoberfest T-shirts.  Jenny said they 
could go ahead.
Jenny asked Diana to tell the Birdhouse to keep their socials as quiet as possible, so that 
residents don’t call the police to complain.

Parks and Beautification (Gerry Moll)
Gerry announced that on the coming Sunday there will be a pot luck dinner at the 
Birdhouse to mark its tenth anniversary. Carol Nickle and Bill Murrah, who will be 
attending, are putting together the history of the neighborhood. Gerry already has the 
material scanned and it will be bound and sold; there will also be memorabilia from the 
Birdhouse.

Social (Shannon Parks Denton) 
Shannon asked for contact person at Old North to coordinate for the joint September pot 
luck, but Jenny said she would take care of it; asked Shannon to arrange a microphone 
and the usual tables. There will be child care.

Welcome (Mary Anne Hoskins)
Mary Anne said she was all set to welcome two new neighbors.

Old Business

Neighborhood Small Grants Program (Jenny Wright)
The board needs to approve a grant proposal for the Neighborhood Small Grants program
discussed at the last meeting. Gerry, Diana, and Jenny had met to discuss funding 
opportunities. This is what they proposed:

1) Get grant money for projects that we’ve already started, like the banners. Cost for 
printing is roughly $1400 (we’ve paid $600 already so we need $800). Neighbors 
could help mount banners – this saves us money and takes care of volunteer 
component. Gerry said we should specify in the grant that the brackets were made
by a neighborhood volunteer.

2) Grant money can be used for the three A-Frame signs that we plan to order from 
Graphic Creations.

All present were agreeable to the proposal.



Banner application and installation (Jenny Wright)
Jenny said she had not received an update on the application status but will continue to 
work with David Massey. Since this project is taking so long and it could be late this year
before we receive final approval, Gerry, Diana, and she decided we should try to receive 
grant funding to pay for the remaining cost of approximately $600.

Neighborhood event signage (Jenny Wright)
Jenny has not yet received final quotes from Graphic Creations regarding costs, but will 
email those to the board once she has them. 

New Business

Fall Event Discussion (Ben Auerbach, Shannon Parks Denton, Jenny Wright)
Jenny, Ben and Sharon had a meeting to plan a new Fall Event for next year. The 
highlights of the proposal are:

Aim: It’s not an Oktoberfest but an Art Festival. Main point is to have artists not just 
serving as vendors but interacting with vendees. People should be able to see art being 
made, watch performance art – we want to cast a wide net by what we mean by art.

Scale: Start off modestly, and ramp up later if successful.

Food: should we outsource to food trucks? Those present thought it was a good idea.

Alcohol: should there be alcohol or should we simply avoid it? If we have alcohol, should
we have tickets that can be exchanged at local breweries such as Crafty Bastard? Alcohol
increases our insurance and infrastructure costs. However, Shannon pointed out that 
we’ve got ABC for five years.

Venue: The local park on Eleanor. Only problem is that it’s quite a hike from Crafty 
Bastard. Gerry suggested we sell beer from the Birdhouse – Mary Anne called it Beer 
Central. Cool off at the Birdhouse, could be the tagline. 

Participation: Ben and Shannon said we could do a survey among the neighbors, ask what
they want, get the alcohol question in, and ask about volunteers.

Music: we could have speakers, musicians busk. 

Broad Vision: Shannon said before proceeding we need to figure out what it is we are 
trying to do with this new event. Is it a very local neighborhood social festival or are we 
trying to open the tent and bring in other people? Ben said perhaps we could pull in 
neighboring neighborhoods, but not go hog wild with signs advertising the festival. 
However, he added that sponsors won’t be interested if it’s a mere neighborhood event.

Gerry said he’d informed Laurie Meschke, who had anchored the Artoberfest, that there 
is a new event being planned.



Jenny, Shannon and Ben said they would meet again soon.

Upcoming Events

• School Supply Drive: Saturday, August 6 – Monday, August 15
• Back to School Potluck: Monday, August 15, 6:30pm, CUMC
• Emory Place Block Party: Saturday, August 20, 2:00-9:00pm
• Potluck with Old North Knoxville: Monday, September 12, 6:30pm, CUMC
• Codes Sweep: Wednesday, September 14
• Board Meeting: Monday, September 19, 6:30pm, Neighborhood Center
• Fall Clean Up Day: Saturday, October 1, 9:00-11:00am
• Board Meeting: Monday, October 17, 6:30pm, Neighborhood Center

Meeting adjourned at 8:04 pm.


