
 

Save the Dates! 

Fourth and Gill 

Neighborhood News 
What’s been going on? 

Welcome Neighbors! 
There are many new faces in 

Fourth and Gill and the Welcome 
Committee worked to contact each 

and welcome them to the 
neighborhood. 

The Welcome Committee 
welcomed David, Joan, and their 
daughter Hazel to 910 Gratz St., 
Jim and Lori to 719 Luttrell St., 

Regina, Rudy, and their son Rider 
to 714 Luttrell St., and Jon along 
with his roommates to 816 Deery 

St. 

The entire two-member committee 
was pregnant and tied up for a 

couple of months welcoming new 
members to their families this 

summer. The committee continues 
to be on the lookout for where new 
neighbors might have moved into 
Fourth and Gill. 

Fourth and Gill Halloween 2011 
The sun shone brightly, the hotdogs sizzled, the chili was 

chilicious, and the costumes inventive. Even the dogwood turned 
up in flaming red. The 2011 Fourth & Gill Halloween party went 
off with a flourish and everyone seemed to have had a wonderful 
time. Once again, Kay N., who has graciously hosted the event 
before, offered her spacious yard as the venue for the party. Kay 
also organized the excellent band, Heart & Soul, with Val O. and 
Lanny G. They set the mood by opening with an old R&B favorite 
“Come On (Let the good times roll)”, and emcee Barbara S., who 
came in a hard hat, livened things up even further with her expert 
commentary and humor.  

Dogwood 
Planting: 
Saturday, 
December 3rd  

9AM at Caswell 
Circle 

Birdhouse 
Fundraiser: 
Friday,  
December 9th  

12:30PM at 
Morelock Music 

Holiday Open 
House: 
Sunday,  
December 11th  

Watch the listserv 
for more info. 

F A L L  2 0 1 1  

Continued on Page 3 
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Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Survey 
By:  Judith N. 

The Fourth and Gill Board distributed surveys to the neighborhood in 
order to learn neighborhood opinion on various issues.  The surveys 
were completed during the spring of 2011.  The completed surveys 
were collated and analyzed during the summer.  Fourth and Gill 
neighbors, Celeste C. and Graciela C., whose knowledge of formatting 

analyzing survey results was invaluable, helped make sense of the survey.  

Rather than a highly labor intensive survey of 25% of the neighbors, we gained information from 
neighbors who attended meetings or who were contacted by board members to complete the survey, 
resulting in about 12% of the neighborhood.  Given the limitations of the survey, board members learned 
Fourth and Gill neighbors value the gardens, the newsletter, the listserv, the potlucks, and the website.  
Neighbors are also interested in raising funds for neighborhood activities.  A great majority of those 
surveyed were opposed to membership fees as ways of raising funds.  Those opposed wanted flexible ways 
of raising funds such as donations, sponsorships, more home tours, or new fundraising events.    
The board aims to develop new and/or revised avenues for raising funds.  That development is expected to 
be underway in the coming months.  If you would like to see the results of the survey, please contact Judith 
N. at merlin2@comcast.net.  

The Parks and Beautification Committee formed a subcommittee to plan for this coming spring’s 
Dogwood Arts Festival when our neighborhood will host an official Dogwood Arts Festival Walking Trail.  
We are pleased to be a part of this new venture.  The Dogwood Arts Festival is a wonderful part of the 
modern history of East Tennessee and our participation will create good developments for them as well as 
for the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood. 

To date the subcommittee has established a task list and a timeline.  The first task, a neighborhood 
dogwood tree planting, is scheduled for December 3.  All neighbors are invited to have fun together and to 
help the subcommittee plant trees.  Meet at Caswell Circle at 9AM on Saturday, December 3.   

Dogwood Arts Festival Fourth and Gill Walking Trail 

Knoxville City Council at the Gillbilly Talk 
Fourth and Gill neighbors have always been politically active.  Here they gathered to hear candidates for 
the open seats on the Knoxville City Council speak at the Gillbilly Talk on October 10. 
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Halloween is the perfect time to get in 
touch with one's inner artist and Fourth & Gillians 
rose to the occasion. They turned up in a range of 
costumes that included a Mardi Gras sorceress 
who left a trail of blue feathers behind her; Tiger 
Woods and Elin, with Elin's scratch-marks still 
fresh on Tiger's face, a pink pig who gamely 
chomped on a hotdog; the grim reaper; a big black 
clock who didn't stand still for second; a cow and 
an ice-cream tub; and a nun who looked 
charmingly un-nunny when she joined the 
contestants in shaking to Bananarama’s “I’m your 
Venus, I’m your fire, at your desire.” Asked which 
order she belonged to, she said in a low voice, 
"I'm the order of none." The bar was raised by a 
couple of conceptually creative costumes that took 
some mental work to decipher, such as the young 
man who cheerfully strolled around with an empty 
box of cheerios stuck with paper knives slung 
around his neck. Yes, that’s right, he was a “cereal 
killer”. And there was the pretty girl dressed in an 
elegant blue satin gown holding a long bow 
wrapped in multicolored ribbon. Got it? She was a 
rainbow.  

As always, there was a chili cook-off. This 
time there were around eight participants, whose 
efforts were judged by Regina S and John N. 
There were also hotdogs, grilled by Howard C, 
drinks, and platefuls of delicious homemade 
cookies and whipped-cream tarts brought along by 
generous souls. The high point of the evening was 
the costume judging, when groups of participants 
were asked to form a circle and parade their 
threads for judges Tina S, Lyn H and Ben P. The 
prizes for the chili and the costumes (listed below) 
were sponsored by Nama Sushi Bar, Bella Luna, 
Tomato Head, and Rouxbarb. A big thank you to 
them. 

Kudos to the Social Committee for putting 
up such an enjoyable show. Committee head Carol 
O says she would especially like to thank "Patrice 
and Terry for bringing the drinks, ice and finding 
chili judges; Uta and Ben for organizing the hot 

dogs, chips, and buns amidst the excitement of 
their new baby boy Noah, Barbara for her classy 
emceeing and stevedore tables, Pete and Celeste 
for their tables via special delivery, Howard for 
his grill-master charm, Nina for reporting, 
Menesa for showing up early and staying late, 
Bev and Ellen for their calm and pitch-in 
attitude,  Margaret for finding the perfect prizes 
for costume winners,  Judith for lugging the bins 
and her perfect chili organization,  Christine, Ben, 
and Lyn for clairvoyant costume judging, and 
chili judges, Regina S and John N for leadership 
in taste buds."  

Halloween Continued... 

Local Businesses... 

Special Thanks! 
 
The following businesses generously 
supported our neighborhood with their 
contributions for our Halloween Party: 

• BELLA LUNA 
• BIG DADDY'S PIZZA 
• NAMA 
• RHOUXBARB 
• TOMATO HEAD 
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Trinity	  Methodist	  and	  
the	  House	  of	  Faith 

Part Two of Two: The chairman of the Luttrell 
Street Methodist building committee in 1908 was 
James Alexander Fowler, an attorney in the firm 
of Lucky, Sanford and Fowler. His partner, CE 
Lucky, owned a large mansion just south of Eldad 
Cicero Camp’s Greystone Mansion on Broadway. 
The firm represented many coal interests, 
including Camp’s Coal Creek Coal Company. 
Broadway was indeed the address for many coal 
barons of East Tennessee. From 1908 to 1926, 
Fowler served as assistant US Attorney General 
and Knoxville mayor from 1927-1929. He lived at 
2301 North Broadway when he wasn’t in 
Washington, DC, on the site of the present 
Fountain Lanes Bowling Alley. 

By 1908, the members of Luttrell Street 
Methodist were still worshipping in the church 
they had built in 1890 on the corner of Luttrell and 
Lovenia. But they purchased property across the 
street for $8,000, which included a large, eight-
room house that continued to serve as the 
parsonage until 1926. The lot was bounded by 
Lovenia, Deery, and Luttrell Streets. Trinity 
Methodist Church grew rapidly. By 1930, 
membership exceeded 700. Notable families 
included North Knoxville builder JM Dunn and 
his son Oscar Dunn, also a builder. They lived at 
1425 Armstrong Avenue (now Dunn Mansion in 
Old North), and built homes for other Trinity 
members like Maurice Crenshaw, today the home 

of Kaye and Allen Osborne at 1202 Luttrell in 
Fourth and Gill. Other families included those of 
HM, Frank, Carl and Hugh Luttrell. Foster Arnett 
and his family, who lived on Emoriland 
Boulevard, were also Trinity members. 

In October 1939, three Methodist 
denominations reunited in the Holston Conference 
Unification Service in what is now known as 
Fourth and Gill. The three denominations were the 
Methodist Episcopal Church (Northern) the 
Methodist Episcopal Church (South) and the 
Methodist Protestant Church. The Annual 
Conference of the northern group met at Trinity, 
while the South Conference met a few blocks 
away at Central Methodist (now Central United 
Methodist Church). Finally, in a symbolic and 
moving unification service at Central Methodist 
the three denominations united, ending 74 years of 
post-Civil War division. 

Trinity was debt free by 1943, paying off 
its mortgage, but as World War II drew to a close, 
the neighborhood started to change. By 1958, the 
70th anniversary of Trinity Methodist and the 50th 
anniversary of the building, the post-war building 
boom, along with economic and racial shifts began 
to pull the congregation toward the suburbs. From 
1948 to 1952, the congregation shrank from 711 to 
500. By 1960, their number stood at 300. 
Complicating matters was the fact that Central 
United Methodist Church was only blocks away. 

In the summer of 1958, a few Trinity 
families started to eye the rolling farms and 
pasture of the newly developing Cumberland 
Estates area on Western Avenue. Meetings began 
in homes and businesses, just as they had begun 
70 years before. The choir practiced on 
Wednesday nights at Starlite Bowling Lanes on 
Western Avenue. The church organized with 28 
members as Cumberland Methodist Church.  

Trinity	  Methodist	  
Episcopal	  Church	  
directory,	  1918.	  The	  
complete	  directory	  has	  
been	  digitized	  and	  
uploaded	  to	  the	  Fourth	  
and	  Gill	  web	  site,	  and	  
lists	  the	  many	  
addresses	  of	  many	  
Trinity	  members	  who	  
were	  also	  Fourth	  and	  
Gill	  residents.	  
(Directory	  courtesy	  
Nancy	  Grissom,	  Trinity	  
Methodist	  Church.) 

By Doug McD. 

Continued on Page 5 
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House of Faith Continued... 
A conflict emerged with the realization of the 
dwindling Trinity congregation and the growing 
Cumberland Methodist Church, but a final merger 
was completed December 11, 1960, and the “old 
Trinity” congregation and the name moved to 
Western Avenue at Cumberland Estates. The 52-
year-old building on Lovenia was sold to the West 
Knoxville Church of God for $39,000. It was 
resold in 1968 to St Michaels Episcopal Church. 

In 1981, the building was purchased by 
Knoxville House of Faith, Inc. In 1982, the 
building was added to the National Register of 
Historic Places.  A 2007 News Sentinel article 
reported Sunday morning church attendance for 
the House of Faith, a Pentecostal church, at 15 
people. Its pastor is Nathan Floyd, and lists 
services at 10 am and 7:00 pm on Sundays, and 
7:30 pm on Wednesdays. 
http://knoxvillehouseoffaith.blogspot.com/ 

Fourth and Gill neighbor Doug McD. will 
release his fourth book, Historic North Knoxville: 
Featuring the Modern Neighborhoods of Emory 
Place, Fifth Avenue, Fourth and Gill, and Old 
North, this Christmas with co-author and Old 
North resident Homer “Andy” A. His previous 
books are histories of Park City, Oakwood-
Lincoln Park, and his boyhood home, Asheville, 
NC.  Special thanks to Trinity member Nancy G. 
for her archives. Nancy was born on Luttrell 
Street, and grew up at 803 Luttrell (corner of 
Luttrell and Third Avenue.) her father worked at 
the Cas Walker store down the street, and reports 
that when she was born, the family’s first visitor 
was Cas Walker. 

Mystery Gables in 
Fourth and Gill  

Pick the correct letter below answer to identify 
this gable and email it to 
krisstinamarcie@gmail.com. You'll win 
bragging rights and everyone will be even more 
impressed with you. 

a.  807 Gratz Street 
b.  517 Caswell Street 
c.  610 Caswell Street 
d.  10987 Eleanor Street 

In Memory of Virginia Foster 

We gathered on September 20, 2011, in the 
garden at the corner of Gill and Luttrell to 
dedicate the new plaque made by Eddie Elmore 
in memory of Virginia Foster, the first President 
of the 4th & Gill Neighborhood Organization. 
We are especially glad that Virginia’s sisters, 
Thelma and Margie, could come. 
Pictured: Thelma, Betty, Margie, Bill, Jamie, 
Carol, Eddie. 

The Fourth and Gill Neighborhood and the 
surrounding areas are home to many 
businesses.  While ads are in the newsletter, the 
Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization 
does not officially endorse these businesses. 
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Committee Updates 
Social Committee 

In the spirit of enjoying Knoxville nature and celebrating the restructuring of Fourth and Gill Park, 
the social committee organized yet another outdoor picnic potluck on September 12. We staved off 
mosquitoes by socializing, grilling, and listening to the compelling music of Kukuly Uriarte.   

This year's Halloween Party and neighborhood trick or treating reeled in the crowds and kept up the 
tradition of many, many neighbors pitching in for another wonderful party.  Social committee planned 
recognition of the many babies in our lucky neighborhood for the November Potluck.   

Planning is well underway for the Holiday Open House, December 11, from 6-9.  Mark your 
calendars and watch for details. 

Communications Committee 
The Communications Committee continues to revise and improve the newsletter.  We continue to 

post on the listserv and the website.  Members plan to utilize the website, the listserv, the A-frames and yard 
signs to remind all to join us for events in the neighborhood.  

In response to concerns for privacy we considered omitting the newsletter from the website.  After 
discussion with the board, we instituted a policy of using only first names and last name initials in the 
newsletter because it is posted on our website and is therefore available on the web.     

Parks and Beautification Committee 
The Parks and Beautification had a successful Neighborhood Clean Up Day on October 15. About 

15-20 neighbors showed up at Caswell Circle to spruce things up in the ‘hood.  
The committee is also gathering steam for the Fourth and Gill Dogwood Walking Trail for this 

coming spring’s Dogwood Arts Festival.  A subcommittee developed a task list and deadlines for getting the 
trail ready. The first task, a neighborhood dogwood tree planting, is scheduled for December 3.  

We Always Welcome New Members 
Serving on our Fourth and Gill Committees is loads of fun and provides an outlet for that community 
conscience each of us have.  Please consider joining us for any or all of the activities you read about here. 
If you are interested in the: 

Welcoming Committee (or you know a neighbor we’ve missed) please email:  
Margaret @ fourthandgill.welcome@gmail.com. 

Social Committee: (or you have a suggestion/donation) please email:  
Carol @ carol.odonnell3@gmail.com.  

Communications Committee (or you have a suggestion) please email: 
Judith @ merlin2@comcast.net. 

Parks and Beautification (or you have a suggestion/donation) please email 
Gordon @ gordoncoker@bellsouth.net. 

Codes (or if you have a suggestion) please email: 
Peter @ pmkuntz@gmail.com. 
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The Birdhouse – at the 
Neighborhood Center 

 
We at the Birdhouse are thankful for a 

jam-packed season and for your support through 
your use of the space, your time, your money, 
and your labor.  We ask for continued support by 
your participation in events, workshops, and 
workdays held in the space. Check events on the 
calendar at 800northfourth.com, the “Birdhouse 
Knoxville” on Facebook or subscribing to 4th & 
Gill or 37917 Yahoo Groups.  The Birdhouse, 
housed in the Neighborhood Center, will 
negotiate our lease with the 4th & Gill 
Neighborhood Organization this winter.  Please 
show your support for our community operated 
space near your home. 

First Saturdays:  Monthly art exhibit 
opening. Food, wine and music. 

Second Saturdays:  Mama's Market 
continues!  Crafters, children, food & music 
welcomed. 

Mondays:  “Birdhouse Walk-in Theater.”  
Free popcorn and M&M's! 

Friday, December 9th:  a world-class 
fundraiser with Dom Flemons of the Grammy 
Award winning Carolina Chocolate Drops. Dom 
will discuss the history of the banjo. Morelock 
Music, 411 S Gay St., 12:30pm. Donations, $10.  

Claiborne Countian, Carol J., and her 
Appalachian Fair Trade products are new to us. 
She joins the radical homemaking and alternative 
economy development with women from Cocke, 
Hamblen, Jefferson, Knox, Blount and Hancock 
Counties. We also welcome Mr. Jon W. and his 
Brother's Keeper Musician Resource Network.  
Jon will book the music acts for the Birdhouse in 
conjunction with organizing an independent 
“Musicians' Union” for struggling artists in the 
South Eastern United States. 

The Birdhouse and the Knoxville Bike 
Collective and Community Shares received a 
grant from New Belgium Brewery's Sensible 
Transportation & Bike Advocacy.   A portion of 
the money went to the Knoxville Bike Collective 
for expansion of their tireless (pun) work to 
promote bike use.  

The Birdhouse hosted a film series with 

the Tennessee 
Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition, the 
Progressive Student Alliance, and Invisible 
Children (Uganda). We held a Food Not Bombs 
benefit, a lecture by the Mexico Solidarity 
Network, Community Radio, Occupy Knoxville 
planning sessions, and the very successful 
Computer Programming Class. 

by William I. 

3 Potters Second Annual Holiday Show and Sale 
Friday, December 9, and Saturday, December 10 

4-8 PM 
Wine & hors d'oeuvres. Handmade pottery 

& gifts. 
Brooks Photography Studio - 800 Luttrell Street 

Candy F-B, Patty L and Bett McL 

East Tennessee Foundation 
 In addition to the work of dozens of your 
neighbors, the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood 
Organization publishes and distributes this 
newsletter with funding from a $2,000 grant 
awarded May 20, 2011 by the East Tennessee 
Foundation. 

The Neighborhoods Small Grants Program 
is a community development program of the East 
Tennessee Foundation with funding support from 
the City of Knoxville. 

Holiday Glow ~ Free Day of Yoga! 
Sunday December 11th, 9am - 3pm 

  
       Glowing Body will have a new schedule of 
classes in 2012.  Fourth and Gill neighbors can 
learn more on this day. Enjoy 30-minute sample 
classes by most of The Glowing Body's fabulous 
yoga teachers, so you can find the class that's right 
for you. www.glowingbody.net 
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Holiday Open House 
December 11, 2011 

6-9 PM 

This Year's Hosts Will Be 

Jon U 
Bob & Melynda W 

Sean & Sara M 
Chris W & Melissa CW 

Watch the listserv for further details. 


