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Save the Dates! 

Historic Fourth and Gill 

Neighborhood News 
What’s Going On? 

An Introduction from 
the New Newsletter 

Editor 
My name is Krisstina Marcie, and my 
family and I live at 1109 Eleanor St.  

We have been living in the 
neighborhood for almost two years 

now, but just in this house for the past 
year.  I cannot express how much I love 
being a part of this neighborhood, and I 
look forward to many more years here.   

I’m very excited to be the current 
newsletter editor, and I only hope that I 

can make the neighborhood proud.   

I work full time and am currently 
enrolled in Pellissippi State’s Paralegal 
Studies program.  This is my ‘Plan B’ 
with an ultimate goal of becoming an 

attorney.  

In my spare time, I enjoy scrapbooking, 
photography, reading, making 

memories with the family and playing 
around on the Internet.  You have 

probably already met the rest of my 
family, Chris, Austin and Kieran while 

they run around the neighborhood.   

Neighborhood Center News! 
Everyone is encouraged to take a look at the new paint job 
on the Neighborhood Center (AKA "The 
Birdhouse").  Thanks to Tim Gass and crew for a great 
job.  Tim grew up in the neighborhood and now lives in 
Westview.  
  
Kenny Adams at Graning Paint provided a generous 
discount for the paint used to freshen up the 
Neighborhood Center.  We’d like to offer a huge thank 
you to them from the neighborhood. 

Upcoming Potlucks: 
December 13th 
January 10th  
- Board Member   
Nominations 
February 14th  
- Annual Meeting 

All potlucks are held at 6:30pm at 
Central United Methodist Church 

unless otherwise noted. 

Dig in and Plant 
Dogwood Trees: 
December 4th at 10am 
This is the Dogwood 

Arts Festival's Bazillion 
Blooms community-

wide tree planting day. 
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Holiday Open Houses 
 December 16th at 7pm 

Join us as we welcome 
the Holiday season with 
food drinks and maybe 
some caroling! 

Page 7 

F A L L  2 0 1 0  

Tour de Lights: 
December 5th from 6 
to 9pm The 4th annual Tour de Lights 

bike ride will, once again, be 
coming through our 
neighborhood. 
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Halloween in Fourth and Gill 
Thanks to everyone who joined us to celebrate one of 
Fourth and Gill's favorite annual traditions: our 
neighborhood Halloween Party! An estimated 150 
revelers attended this superfun shindig at Kay Newton's 
place. The Social Committee provided hot dogs with all 
the fixins, candy, and drinks, but the homemade chili 
cook-off was the most delicious part! Twelve chilies were 
entered this year. There were meaty ones, vegetarian 
ones, traditional ones, and spicy ones. The judges picked 
two winners: a best overall and a best vegetarian. 
Winners of the chili cook-off were awarded gift cards to 
local restaurants. Thanks so much to all of our 
contestants and volunteer judges!  
 
After everyone filled their bellies, the much-awaited 
costume contest began. Justin Nix and Friends provided 
the musical accompaniment as a huge group of ghouls, 
monsters, and other crazy characters paraded in circles 
through Kay's yard. Eight prizes were awarded: a boy's 
and a girl's in each of 4 age categories. Our volunteer 
judges had tough decisions to make! The winners 
included a Darth Vader, Disney characters such as Aerial 
and Ursula, a "strong man," and others. The crowd 
favorite was the iPod - an excellent costume in today's 

technological world! The judges for the costume contest 
especially liked the family themed costumes. Princess 
Leia, Jabba the Hut, and a storm trooper accompanied 
Darth Vader! 
 
A big thanks goes out to the Social Committee for 
planning the event. And thanks to all our neighbors for 
showing up in costume, cooking chili, and coming 
together to celebrate Halloween in true, Fourth and Gill 
fun-loving fashion! 

Here Comes the Welcoming Committee!! 
Board member Shannon Reynolds of Eleanor Street is reviving the 
neighborhood welcoming committee. The group has been inactive for 
several years, so Shannon has asked a couple neighbors to help her get 
it going again. Sara Martin, also of Eleanor Street, and Margaret 
Baumgardner of Luttrell have volunteered to keep up with people moving 
into the neighborhood. When someone new arrives, the committee will 
bring a welcome basket with baked goods, restaurant suggestions, 
maps, local websites, city amenities, and other useful area information. 
Right now, the group is in the process of collecting information and 
dividing up responsibilities. They hope to be fully operational by the 
beginning of 2011. If you would like to help out, you can reach the 
committee at their new email address: 
fourthandgill.welcome@gmail.com. Drop them a line if you know of 
someone new who's moving in! They'll be happy to make them feel at 
home! 

By: Sara Martin 

The Neighborhood Newsletter is published four times a 
year by the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood 

Organization.  If you have any questions, comments, 
suggestions or submissions contact the editor, Krisstina 

Marcie, at krisstinamarcie@gmail.com 

The 4th and Gill Neighborhood and the surrounding 
areas are home to many businesses. While ads are in 

the newsletter, the 4th and Gill Neighborhood 
Organization does not officially endorse these 

businesses. 
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Living in the Fourth and Gill neighborhood has taught most 
of us two things about community. !e "rst is that genuine 
communities are ones where people love their homes and neigh-
bors and have learned to come together both to celebrate and to 
solve community problems. !e second thing we’ve learned is that 
it’s impossible, "nally, to draw a line between “our” neighborhood 
and the communities that surround us. We have a strong sense 
that in important respects our neighborhood includes the folks 

we meet when we visit Parkridge, or Old North Knoxville, or 
Mechanicsville or any of the other neighborhoods that make up 
inner-city Knoxville. So it’s not surprising that during the "rst 40 
years of the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization some 
of our best experiences have been ones where we’ve worked in 
harmony with other neighborhoods to defend and strengthen our 
common community. What follows are remarkable examples of 
what inner-city residents can do when they work together.

—by Dave Linge

!e Story of the 
Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization 

(Now 40 Years Old!) 
Part Five — Last in the Series

1977: !e Gazette Takes On 
Unsafe Conditions for Workers

  y the mid-’70s, the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organiza-
tion had developed a track record of supporting people who 
were facing issues in their workplaces. !e organization was

explicit that we supported the organizing of people where they 
lived into community organizations and where they worked into 
unions. Waitresses, mill workers, truck drivers, garbage workers 
and others were strongly supported in their unionizing e"orts. 
Most o#en this support came in the form of articles printed in 
our newspaper, !e Gazette: A Voice of Poor & Working Class 
People, that helped li# up issues throughout the inner city. 
One of the more interesting, and successful, e"orts involved a 
meat processing and packing plant called Huttenbauer Foods. 

A number of residents of our part of North Knoxville were 
employed at Huttenbauer, located at the current site of the post 
o$ce on Broadway. Several told us of unsafe conditions and 
numerous injuries on the job site. One signed a statement that 
said, “Several people have caught their %ngers in the grinder. 
I was right there one day when a guy’s whole %nger was jerked 
out of the socket. His %nger went through the mixer... . I saw 
it myself.” !is was not the only example of lost %ngers in the 
grinder. Others told of injuries from slick &oors. “!ey could 
%x that &oor where it wouldn’t be so slick,” said an employee. 
“A woman slipped on a puddle of blood and fell on both her 
elbows... ” Another said, “While I was there, there were three 
people who fell and got hurt. One woman had to have her 
leg operated on six times.” Others told of feet crushed by a 
malfunctioning fork li# and by an elevator that did not have 
adequate lighting or safety devices. !e place was a mess, and 
e"orts by the employees to secure safety measures had been 
unsuccessful. !e Teamsters union had been trying to organize 
a union at Huttenbauer, but they, too, had been unsuccessful.

B

—by Bill Murrah 

!e Gazette began to 
do research and found 
that a major purchaser 
of their meat products 
was Arby’s. In the 
two days following 
the %rst phone call to 
the local Arby’s o$ce, 

the Gazette writer received calls from the local Arby’s licensee, 
his lawyer, a man from Arby’s International quality control in 
Ohio, the Director of Public Relations for Arby’s International, 
a lawyer from Royal Crown Cola in Atlanta (they owned Arby’s, 
Inc.), Mr. Sam Huttenbauer and his lawyer. Arby’s even &ew 
their Director of Public Relations to Knoxville to meet with the 
Gazette writer for six hours. All were trying to dissuade !e 
Gazette from printing the article, fearful that national media 
might pick up the story. 

!e paper held %rm, but agreed to print sidebars with 
statements from Mr. Huttenbauer and Arby’s International. 
Mr. Huttenbauer’s statement included, “I welcome your inter-
est in what is going on here. We need the help. We have absen-
tee management, since I live in Cincinnati. !ere are working 
conditions that are questionable here and safety is not what it 
could be.” Arby’s statement included, “Arby’s decision to con-
tinue purchasing from Huttenbauer’s will be based upon our 
own assessment of their ability to produce quality products. 
And part of that assessment might need to be an assessment of 
employee working conditions.” 

Within weeks of the appearance of the Gazette article, 
Huttenbauer employees and the company signed a union 
contract that gave the workers a wage increase, additional days 
o" and a minimum guarantee of work hours per week. And, 
signi%cant safety measures were implemented.

NOTE: Technical problems made this important article illegible 
in our last issue, so we are reprinting it here.

The Gazette always used 
artwork as well as words.
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!e Story of the 
Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization 

1987-89: Inner-City Neighborhoods Stand 
Up to Banks When ‘RedLining’ Prevents 
Home Ownership and/or Home Repair

  !er World War II, there was a mass exodus of middle- 
and upper-class people from the inner city. People who 
could a"ord to move drove their new cars out to their

new suburban homes, leaving the older housing stock of 
neighborhoods like Fourth and Gill to less a#uent citizens. 
Knoxville banks were happy to $nance the suburban housing 
boom, but they were considerably less interested in lending 
money to low-income residents who wanted to buy or repair 
the older houses in the inner city. Instead, like banks across 
the country, they engaged in a practice called “redlining”—
drawing red lines on their maps of the city 
around neighborhoods where they would 
not make loans. In 1977, Congress passed 
the Community Reinvestment Act (CRA), 
which outlawed redlining and required 
banks to serve low-income communities and 
to keep public records that bank regulators 
(and concerned citizens!) could see.

In October of 1987, the Fourth and Gill 
Neighborhood Organization invited other 
inner-city neighborhood groups to a public 
meeting to discuss the problem. %e 
turnout made it clear that there was 
considerable anger at the banks. %at 
meeting was the start of an epic struggle 
of neighborhood organizations against 
the redlining practices of Knoxville 
banks. Fi!een neighborhood groups 
formed the CRA Regional Steering 
Committee (CRARSC) and staged 
their $rst demonstration against the 
banks. On Oct. 22, CRARSC “redlined” 
First Tennessee Bank by stretching red 
crepe paper around the bank’s down-
town headquarters. Two TV stations 
covered the event and aired residents’ 
condemnation of the bank’s redlining 
practices. For the next several months, 
local newspapers were $lled with stories about the growing 
con&ict between CRARSC and the three largest banks in the 
city. %e bankers were on the defensive and could only blandly 
deny that they were redlining. Bankers took another hit in 
the media when they declined our invitation to tour the inner 
city and learn more about the good business they could do in 
neighborhoods they were neglecting.

A
—by Dave Linge and Bill Murrah
  

In January of 
1988, we issued a set 
of demands, includ-
ing a target of $20 
million per year in 
inner-city loans, 
sub-market interest 
rates, and aggressive 
marketing campaigns. %e three biggest banks in town—
First Tennessee, First American, and %ird National, all 

cited for their poor CRA records—&atly 
refused to consider such things. %eir 
underlying strategy was clearly to meet 
with us and talk and talk until we lost 
interest and the whole issue subsided into 
business as usual. But that didn’t happen. 

Instead, in the spring of 1988, we 
announced our intention to use a provi-
sion of the CRA that let citizen groups 
request that federal regulators block bank 
expansion until their investment record 

improved. In July of 1988, %ird Na-
tional Bank announced its “Commu-
nity House Loan Program.” By early 
1989, all three banks had announced 
special inner-city programs and had 
requested our assistance in imple-
menting them. %e resulting increase 
in mortgage and rehab loans in our 
neighborhoods would never have 
occurred if inner-city neighborhoods 
had acted separately, but they were 
won by our working together.

%e CRA battles had long-range 
implications for banks, neighbor-

hood organizations and city govern-
ment. %eir relationships would never 
be the same. In March of 1989, the 

new Partnership for Neighborhood Improvement was an-
nounced by the three groups, leading to the founding of joint 
projects like the Knox Housing Partnership, still in business 
today. Numerous joint projects resulted, and bankers were 
o!en valuable partners rather than the opposition in neigh-
borhood development.

CRA members Nettie Ballenger (top) and Barbara Dodson 
(bottom left) joined others in a 1987 demonstration against 
redlining by stringing a red crepe paper ribbon around the 

biggest building in downtown Knoxville.
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Neighborhood Announcements: 
Dig in and Plant Dogwood Trees! 

Join in on Saturday, December 4 at Caswell Circle at 10am.  

This is the Dogwood Arts Festival's Bazillion Blooms community-wide tree 
planting day and Fourth & Gill will be planting along our DAF Walking Trail.  

Historic Fourth & Gill is fortunate to be a part of the Dogwood Arts Festival, as 
the neighborhood has become the festival’s only urban walking trail. This 
partnership began five years ago, under the guidance of Rob Frost and James Newburn when we planted 
almost 50 dogwood trees to enhance the streetscapes along Luttrell Street. 

The Dogwood Arts Festival enjoys complimenting the extensive beauty of the traditional Dogwood Trails 
with the Historic Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Dogwood Walking Trail —a shorter walking trail where 
visitors stroll through a premier historic district and see the spring glory of dogwoods in the urban landscape.   

On December 5th from 6 to 9 PM, we’ll be having the 
Holiday Open Houses.  The Holiday Open Houses are 
December tradition that began about 10 years ago--
neighbors open their homes to provide the first glimpse 
of the holiday season.  Holly and evergreen and tidbits 
of food and drink, maybe some carols, await those who 
walk through the neighborhood to each home. We 
have even in the past had a horse drawn carriage to 
transport folks from one house to another (if you could 
get the kids out of it!!). This is not a tour of homes, but 
a meet and greet with neighbors and friends as we 
welcome the holiday season. 

Holiday Open House 

The 4th annual Tour de Lights bike ride is Thursday, 
December 16 and once again will be coming through 
our neighborhood. More than 450 people showed up 
last year! If you aren’t planning on participating in the 
ride, you can help 4th & Gill win the Most Welcoming 
Neighborhood award by decorating your house/yard 
for the holidays, and being out on your porches or in 
your yards when the group goes by. (I believe some 
people brought their party guests outside to greet the 
bicyclists last year!) 

You can view the route online at 
www.knoxtrans.org. If you are on the route, expect to 
see a flyer at your door in December with more details. The ride starts downtown on Market 
St/Krutch Park at 7 p.m., goes through south 4th & Gill briefly, Knoxville before returning to our 
‘hood for a long foray down Luttrell. (Informally, I hear 4th & Gill would have won last year had 
there been a contest, but let’s not rest on our laurels!) 
  
For more info, call the Bicycle Program at 215-3815 or email kelley.segars@knoxtrans.org 

Tour de Lights Bike Ride 
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!e Story of the 
Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization 

1987-1990: Neighborhood-Led
Alliance for Incinerator Review (AIR)
Stops ‘Cram-Down’ Incinerator Project

 e weren’t paying attention.

In late 1987, then-City Council Member Larry Cox 
telephoned the presidents of the Fourth and Gill and Old 
North Knoxville neighborhood organizations, inviting them 
on a trip to Tampa, Fla., to visit a solid waste incinerator like 
the one that was going to be built on nearby Baxter Avenue.

What incinerator?

Sure enough, Knoxville and Knox County, through a now-
defunct agency called the Metropolitan Knox Solid Waste 
Authority (SWA), were laying the groundwork to issue $175 
million in bonds to build a garbage incinerator whose bene!ts 
supposedly included eliminating the need for land!lls and 
converting waste to electrical energy. 

Until that December, the scant news coverage of the 
incinerator project had escaped the notice of neighborhood 
groups near the Baxter site, and we weren’t paying close atten-
tion to the agendas of City Council or County Commission, 
much less the SWA. Now we were playing 
catch-up, and we had to mobilize quickly. 

Some 28 months of hard work 
ensued, with many fascinating twists and 
turns, including the arrest of State Rep. 
Ted Ray Miller for allegedly trying to 
extort $75,000 from the SWA in exchange 
for not pursuing legislation harmful to 
the incinerator project. Mr. Miller later 
committed suicide.

Sensational news aside, how did a 
band of rag-tag neighborhood groups 
manage to kill a questionable project that 
nevertheless enjoyed widespread support 
among politicians, both daily newspa-
pers, and other powerful interests?

First, we researched waste-to-energy garbage incinerators 
and documented that the economic and environmental risks 
far outweighed any advantages—a fact con!rmed by a Wall 
Street Journal investigation. We showed up at SWA meetings, 
questioning every aspect of the project. We generated media 
coverage, creating doubt about the wisdom of burning 
garbage. We turned out crowds at critical meetings.

W
—by David Massey

Admittedly, we 
had the advantage of 
dealing with a political 
establishment not used 
to a well-organized 
citizens movement. 
“Public outraged as 
waste board skips out 
on incinerator forum,” 
read one newspaper headline.

But the primary reason for our success is that we reached 
out to other groups. "ree weeks a#er hearing from Council-
man Cox, the “Alliance for Incinerator Review (AIR)” sent a 
letter to the SWA seeking a six-month delay in the project. 
"e letter was signed by the leaders of 20 organizations, 
including neighborhood associations, churches, businesses, 
and environmental groups. AIR also included the PTA at 
Beaumont Elementary School, located just a few blocks from 
the former Brookside Mills site preferred by the SWA. How-
ever, to build the incinerator at that location, SWA needed for 

the site to be rezoned from I-3 to I-4.

In June 1988, the Metropolitan 
Planning Commission voted 12-1 to 
deny the rezoning request. SWA 
appealed to City Council. Wearing 
“Just Say No” stickers, over 400 citizens 
attended the July meeting where City 
Council denied SWA’s appeal of the 
MPC decision, 6-2.

“Victory for NIMBY,” screamed one 
headline. But AIR continued to !ght the 
project, reaching out to neighborhoods 
beyond the inner city and issuing a 
research paper detailing why the project 
was not economically viable at any 
location.

With ongoing and key Fourth and Gill involvement, 
AIR continued its opposition and shi#ed to an emphasis on 
the economics and the public bonds. Finally, in April 1990, 
with time running out, the project lost its bond insurance 
a#er then-Mayor Victor Ashe withdrew his support. "e 
incinerator was dead.

How did a band of rag-tag 
neighborhood groups manage 

to kill a questionable project that 
nevertheless enjoyed widespread support 
among politicians, both daily newspapers, 

and other powerful interests?
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!e Story of the 
Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization 

1989-2009: Twenty Years of Work
to Prevent Loss of Neighborhood Homes 
and Community in Widening of I-40

  n 1989, the Tennessee Department of Transportation 
 (TDOT) announced a proposal to widen I-40 from Lovell Rd.
 to Asheville Highway. !e centerpiece of the plan was to "x a
convoluted mix of dangerous on-ramps and too-short merging 
lanes downtown—and to expand the through lanes downtown 
from four to at least six. A group of concerned citizens from 
Fourth and Gill and surrounding neighborhoods met to form 
the Neighborhood Freeway Committee.

!e "ve preliminary designs provided by TDOT included 
the taking of existing houses on both sides of the freeway. 
In fact one design, Plan G—appro-
priately called the “Godzilla 
Plan”—would create an outside lane 
through most of the existing houses 
on Eleanor St. !e neighborhood’s 
position had two main criteria: 
1) Keep the new freeway inside the 
existing right of way and 2) sound 
abatement. So, in response the free-
way committee created Plan N—for 
neighborhood.

In 1990, !e Fourth and Gill Tour 
of Homes began. !e proceeds from 
the tour—along with donations—
would be put into an account called 
the Neighborhood Defense Fund. 
!e tour became wildly successful 
and continues to this day. 

We were initially ignored by 
TDOT, the local press characterized 
us as obstructionists, and the city 
government o#ered little support. We were on our own. 

!e next few years consisted of saber rattling on both 
sides. !e issue of Fourth Ave.—and what to do with it—
became a growing concern. Little did we know how close we 
would come to losing Fourth Ave. 

In 1995, at the "rst public hearing, "ve plans were present-
ed, including one provided by the Neighborhood Freeway Com-
mittee. !e centerpiece of our design depressed the main lanes 
so that they would have passed underneath Gill Ave. Meanwhile, 
the neighborhood got wind that TDOT was trying to decertify 
the 800 block of Fourth Ave. as a historic district. Decerti"ca-
tion would have allowed the state to destroy houses on Fourth 

I
—by Gordon Coker

Ave., including the Neighborhood Center. With help from con-
gressman Jimmy Duncan and then-senator Fred !ompson, the 
National Park Service sided with the neighborhood, saying that 
the state could not remove Fourth Ave.’s historic status. 

!e next time TDOT presented designs in 1998, there 
were only two—Plan K (for Knoxville) and Plan N (for Neigh-
borhood). Both plans remained in the right of way and did not 
destroy any houses in the Fourth and Gill Historic District—a 
huge victory for the neighborhood. 

While the neighborhood could not convince the state 
to build a more progressive and less intrusive depressed 
interstate, we continued to "ght for sound walls and adequate 
vegetation—and won.

!e neighborhood was successful in fending o# the loss 
of many Fourth and Gill properties and what could have been 
a much more massive road structure through our neighbor-
hood. More impressive than those successes was the persever-
ance and creativity the neighborhood—along with surround-
ing communities—exhibited in engaging with TDOT and 
political representatives for 20 years. During that time we 
never lost sight of our goal—preserving our homes and keep-
ing the charm and viability of our community.

This photo of I-40  with Fourth and Gill in the background was taken in early 1978 from the E. Fifth Ave. viaduct (between what 
is now Hall of Fame Dr. to the east and Central Ave. to the west). In the foreground is the infamous left-lane exit ramp leading 

to the James White Parkway and part of the large “empty” space between  the main eastbound and westbound lanes of the 
interstate that was used to expand I-40 to the interior instead of demolishing houses on N. Fourth Ave. and Eleanor St.
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1116 Luttrell Street Memories 
I remember it well.  My sister, Nancy, and her 
husband were visiting us from Huntsville, AL.  
Nancy was looking up some information on the 
computer when she announced that I needed to see 
what she had found.  There was going to be a tour 
of homes in the Fourth & Gill area in a couple of 
weeks.  The surprise came when we discovered that 
the house we were both raised in was on the tour.  I 
knew I would be there, along with my wife, Jerry.  
A phone call to our two daughters quickly made it a 
party of four.  The sad part was that my sister would 
not be in town for the tour.  I’m still somewhat 
surprised that she did not make the trip back to 
Knoxville for the occasion. 
 
On Sunday, April 18, 2010, at approximately 1:30 
PM, our party of four strolled up the short walkway 
into 1116 Luttrell Street, a place we hadn’t seen 
since October 1988.  Somehow it seemed like it was 
still home.    
 
Once inside, the homeowner Lois Presser welcomed 
us.  I can still see the look of amazement when I told 
her that I had lived in the house, plus I had brought 
pictures just to remove any doubt.  Once she had 
met the rest of my family, questions started coming 
about the history and our memories of living there.  
Since that Sunday afternoon, very few days have 
passed that my mind doesn’t drift back to 1116 
Luttrell Street. 
 
My grandmother, Martha Walker, purchased the 
house in 1948. Upon her death in 1961, the house 
was deeded to our mother, Genevieve Walker 
Manley, and her sisters, Edith Walker and Annette 
Walker Yoho.  Edith passed away in 1973, at which 
time Annette deeded her share of the house to our 
mother.   The house was sold to Charles and Sandra 
Blair in 1988 after our mother’s death.   
 
I was 5 years old when we moved into the house, 
and lived there until Jerry and I married in 1963.  
The Christmas holidays would find Jerry, me, our 
two daughters, my sister, husband and their four 
daughters invading “Little Granny’s”, which is what 
they called our mother. Somehow everyone had a 
place around the dining room table for Christmas 
dinner, which always included homemade fruitcake 
and fruit jello.  I’m still not sure how we all fit into 

that house, and to think it only had one bathroom.    
One of my memories as a young boy is mowing the 
yard.  It seemed like it took forever pushing that old 
reel type mower, plus I sure remember that yard 
being a lot bigger back then.  One of the obstacles to 
mow around in the back yard was a huge apple tree, 
or at least it was huge to me.  That tree provided a 
lot of homemade pies and jellies.       
 
I remember taking evening walks up to Broadway to 
get an ice cream cone or a Coke float from the 
Freez-o, which was next door to where the First 
Lutheran Church now stands.  I think the floats 
were 25 cents.  They even had free cartoons on 
Saturday night that were shown on a large screen in 
the parking lot.    
 
In our bedroom hangs a picture of a young boy at 
the age of six years old.   It is a chalk drawing done 
by Miss Mary Grainger, who lived in the big two-
story house next door.  Most of her work consisted 
of landscapes, flower arrangements, etc.  Her 
request to do her first portrait found me sitting in a 
very uncomfortable position over a period of several 
days.  I’m sure I was dreaming of playing outside as 
she worked the chalk into something that is now a 
very treasured reminder of my childhood.   
 
There are a lot more memories I could share, but 
space probably doesn’t allow for that.  Oh yeah, I 
now have some new memories of 1116.  On 
Saturday, September 18 of this year, Nancy, her 
husband, Benny, three of their children and a 
granddaughter, came to Knoxville and were 
graciously welcomed by Lois to see the house.  
What a joy it was to see their faces as they looked 
through every nook and cranny of ‘Little Granny’s’ 
house.  Memories were shared, and a few tears shed, 
as each one was reminded of never-to-be-forgotten 
times.  Even the smell of mint in the back yard was 
a reminder of how some things never change. 
 
One of the concerns we always had was whether the 
old house would be well cared for.  We all are so 
thankful to see that it was more than just taken care 
of.  Yes, a few changes have been made, but they all 
enhance the beauty of a home that was so dear to 
our family.  And yes Lo, it was, and still is, a happy 
house.  

By Don Manley 



 

 

 

 

THE LOREM IPSUMS FALL 2012 The Whetsel 
House will be 
catering to the 

kids with 
s'mores and hot 
chocolate in the 

backyard and 
the Martin 

House will be 
serving signature 

holiday 
cocktails--don't 
miss the fun!! 


