
Fourth & Gill Neighborhood News

My mind has been immersed in ARToberfest 
for over a year now, and the countdown to 
the big event on October 18th is quickly 
approaching. Mark your calendars from 
4–10pm and join in the day of  fun. The 
beauty and happenings in Fourth and Gill 
do not always occur naturally, as we rely on 
funds raised throughout the year and lots 
of  volunteers to make things happen. 

ARToberfest not only will be a super fun 
event, but it will provide a reliable stream 
of  income. Think about how much we all 
would miss Fourth and Gill’s beauty and  
activities if  they were to disappear: trees, 
mulch, flowers, and the maintenance of  
flower beds; Halloween party and prizes; 
porch hop; holiday open houses; supplies 
for the monthly potlucks; renovation efforts 
at the Neighborhood Community Center 
(aka, the Birdhouse), which is owned by 
our neighborhood association; quarterly 
newsletters; and welcome packages for our 
new neighbors…just to name a few! 

As chair of  the Finance and Development 
Committee, the board charged me with the 
task of  creating a large-scale fundraiser. 
Art immediately came to mind, as our 
neighborhood is the home of  so very 

many talented, creative people. My German 
heritage, Midwest roots, and joy of  good 
Little Chicken dance led me to incorporate 
the Bavarian Oktoberfest. After sharing 
the idea with artistic friends who were 
overcome with excitement, ARToberfest 
was born. 

As with any first-time event, ARToberfest 
needed some startup money to get things 
going. The Fourth and Gill Board generously 
provided the event’s first sponsorship to 
the tune of  $5,000. To date, the planning 
committee has raised an additional $9,000 
in sponsorship—and we know more is on 
its way. While large events rarely produce 
a profit in the initial year, we are aiming to 
break this formulaic projection—and with 
your support, we can!

We can produce a successful ARToberfest, 
but we must have your help and support. 
Each of  you can help in a variety of  ways 
designed to meet everyone’s ability and 
availability, so please take some time to 
contribute to ARToberfest. We need you to:

• Volunteer to sell presale $10 tickets. Each 
pre-sold ticketholder will receive a free 
beer or water. Ticketholders who purchase 
at the door will not have this bonus.

Save the Date
OCTOBER

Sat 11• 9am 
 Fall Cleanup 
Caswell Circle 

Sat 18 • 4–10pm 
ARToberfest corner of 

Morgan and Gratz

Mon 20 • 6:30pm Board 
Meeting Neighborhood 

Center

Friday 31• 5pm Halloween 
Party & Chili Cookoff 

1006 Luttrell

NOVEMBER 

Mon 10 • 6:30pm Potluck 
 Central United Methodist 

Church

Monday 17 • 6:30pm  
Board Meeting 

Neighborhood Center

DECEMBER

Sun 14 • 5–8pm 
Holiday Open Houses 

see page 2 for locations
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• Sign up online to serve 
as a volunteer for two 
hours. Volunteers will 
collect tickets, serve food 
and beverages, and help 
keep the festival area 
clean. All volunteers 
receive a free presale 
ticket that comes with a free beer or water.

• Serve as a block captain for your block. See page 7 of  
the summer newsletter for more details.

• Assist with distributing and hanging posters. We 
designed beautiful flyers for you to post in your office 
break rooms, on your business windows, and anywhere 
else you can find.

• Become a neighborhood sponsor. A Neighborhood 
Patron–level sponsor donates $150 and receives two 
steins and two presale tickets. A Polka Patron–level 
sponsor donates $50 and receives a pint glass and a 
presale ticket. 

• Share your artistic endeavors as an art vendor or join 
the thematic fine art display, Prost! The Art of  Celebration.

You can find information about each opportunity by visiting 
http://artoberfestknox.com.

It’s time to celebrate and share our incredible 
neighborhood. Are you ready? Shake the dust off  your 
Lederhosen and get ready to have some fun!
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Become a Neighborhood 
Patron–level sponsor for 
a $150 donation and 
receive two steins and 
two tickets, or donate 
$50 to be a Polka Patron 
and receive one pint 
glass and one ticket! 
Email artoberfestknox@
gmail.com to be a 
Neighborhood or Polka 
Patron today!

New to the Neighborhood

1023 Eleanor: Matthew & Liz Teston & son Elliott

1121 Eleanor: Sean & Sara Martin welcome baby girl 
Dinah 

625 Luttrell: Davíd & Jessica Bocangel & son Joaquin 
welcome baby girl Lola Mae

From the Brownlow School Lofts—
• Malorie Leach & Jackie Drolet
• Daniel & Jocelyn Moore & puppy Copper
• Jason & Jen Schweinsberg & puppy Riley
• Angie McCarter & puppy Harley 
• Alex Fay
• Tiffany Smith
• Rick & Sue Martin & puppy Gracie
• Anthony & Shannon Twilla & puppy Mocha
• Tony & Shainna Cagle & puppy Luna

if you know of new neighbors, email welcome 
Committee Chair Mary Anne Hoskins at  
mhoskins@utk.edu so we can give them  
a nice welcome!

Holiday Open Houses
On Sunday, December 14th, a few Gillbillies will open their 
homes for a festive evening where we enjoy snacks, spirits, 
and the cheer of  the holiday season. 

Our holiday hosts for this year’s open houses are:
• Doug & Faith McDaniel, 125 E. Glenwood
• Jeff  & Grace Novinger, 1018 Luttrell Street
• Carol O’Donnell & Wendy Bach, 900 Gratz
• Jenny Wright, 140 E. Glenwood Avenue,  
   Brownlow School Lofts, Unit 110

Tour of Homes
Planning is underway for the 25th Anniversary Fourth 
and Gill Tour of  Homes set for April 26, 2015. Want to 
get involved in this time-honored neighborhood tradition? 
We’re currently searching for committee members, home 
owners, and volunteers. To help out, call or email Sean 
Martin at 865-386-8909 or smartin1121@gmail.com.

continued from page 1
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June Porch Hop Highlights and a Much-Requested Recipe from Mary June Thompson!

	  

Mango Aqua Fresca Recipe: Combine 4 ripe, peeled, chopped mangoes in a blender with 6 cups water. Strain 
purée into a large pitcher. Stir in 2 teaspoons fresh-squeezed lime juice and 2 cups (or more to taste) blue 
agave nectar. Chill for at least 4 hours. Serve over ice. Spike with rum for adult fun! Serves a crowd!
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The house located at 800 N. Fourth Avenue has a uniquely 
diverse history, including 54 years as a community space. 
This article gives a snapshot of  that history, an update of  
what’s happening now, and as always an open invitation for 
programming suggestions!

In 1891, the Birdhouse was known as the Powers-Sanders 
House. The widow Mrs. MD Powers paid Mr. RZ Gill to 
build this two-story, eight-room residence, and later her 
descendants, the owners of  the The Candy Factory, lived 
there. Over the years, the Birdhouse has had a variety of  
uses in service of  the community. It has not been used as a 
residence in more than 50 years.

Donated to the North Knoxville Fellowship for Community 
Service in 1960, the Neighborhood Center focused on the 
social issue of  tenant’s rights for the Knoxville community. 
This was the time when our motto, “Together, we are 
strong,” was born. This motto still lingers in the signage 
and philosophical underpinnings of  the Neighborhood 
Center today. 

The building has been used as a small business incubator 
for immigrants, as a daycare center, to showcase local 
filmmakers, and to promote seed-saving in Appalachia. 
Generally, the Birdhouse has been used for non-profit 
offices, meetings, gatherings, and as an art center. The 
success and longevity of  the Birdhouse can be attributed 

to its ability to adapt to the changing needs of  4th and Gill.

The Birdhouse Neighborhood Center rents the building 
from the 4th and Gill Neighborhood Association. We rent 
out the upstairs rooms as studio space for artists. We 
are proud to be home to many musicians, including the 
Good Guy Collective, a group of  musicians who have come 
together to change the image of  hip hop in Knoxville. The 
main level serves as a gallery, performance venue, meeting 
place, and presentation and workshop space. We also have 
a newly renovated kitchen with a large, open backyard area 
for outdoor activities. 

Across the street is the Birdhouse Community Garden, which 
is currently in full bloom with a crop of  sunflowers. These 
sunflowers are part of  both a lead remediation research 
project and the participatory public art project known as 
Labor Day Sunflower Project. 

The house has received significant renovations over the 
last couple years and is currently establishing itself  as a 
perfect venue for birthday parties, wedding showers, bridal 
showers, and gatherings of  all sorts. The Neighborhood 
Association recently started meeting at the house and the 
4th and Gill August potluck was also held at the Birdhouse.

The Birdhouse exists to provide an open space to build 
and strengthen our neighborhood, a place where we can 
interact together and share our differences and likenesses, 

The Birdhouse  
by Emily Janowick
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a place to meet and grow in relationship. We still believe that 
“Together, we are strong.” We partner with the residents of  
the community to provide space where active skill sharing 
can contribute to the life of  the immediate community and 
the general public. 

Recently, we’ve had some exciting developments that we 
wanted you to know about:

• Sundress Academy for the Arts’ literary reading series, 
held monthly at the Birdhouse, was awarded “Best Reading 
Series in the South” by Litbridge. Join us for the next 
excellent reading!

• We’re proud to announce that Angel “Rather Unique” 
Ibarra, our hip-hop artist in residence, is the recipient 
of  the Highlander Center’s We Shall Overcome Grant. The 
focus of  his residency will be on his continued work on 
the monthly Cypher Saturdays, the Hip-hop Forum, and 
production of  The FLOW newsletter.

• We’re still waiting on the FCC’s approval of  our low-
powered FM radio station! We’re so excited that this time 
next year there will likely be a new community radio station 
in Knoxville. 

• August marked the Walk-in Theater’s third anniversary! 
We’ve screened 136 movies so far and eaten at least 50 
tons of  popcorn. We meet every Monday night at 8:15 for 
free movies and, more importantly, free popcorn.

• We’re starting a new series of  Sunday dinners, 
presentations, and potlucks centered around people in the 
neighborhood sharing their experiences and things that 
they are learning! Our kickoff  was September 14, with our 
local mail carrier, Dale Cogdell, speaking about his book 
World Forgive Me. This book addresses the importance of  
keeping communication and conversation open and active 
between people with different viewpoints and belief  systems. 
Do you have a presentation you would like to share with 
your neighbors? Email Emily (birdhouseknoxville@gmail.
com) and get on the calendar!

As you can see, we’re up to a lot of  things down the hill! If  you 
have any ideas of  how to use this space, let us know! Please 
visit the Birdhouse’s Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
birdhouse.knoxville) or website (www.birdhouseknoxville.
com) for more information or to schedule an event!
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• Join the listserv by visiting http://fourthand gill.wordpress.com/ 
contact-us-communicate.

• Like us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/FourthAndGill

• Check out our website at: http://www.fourthandgill.org/ 

• Join a committee by contacting any Board of Directors member: 
 President: Liz Upchurch, lizupchurch1@gmail.com 
 Vice President: Shannon Farabow, shannonfarabow@hotmail.com 
 Treasurer: Robert Rogers, robertwrogers@gmail.com 
 Secretary: Lisa Hollis, lisahollis25@yahoo.com 
 Birdhouse: Bill Murrah, billmurrah@gmail.com 
 Codes & Zoning: Daniel Sanders, 4th.gill.codes@gmail.com  
 Communications: Jenny wright, jmatthewswright@gmail.com 
 Finance & Development: Laurie Meschke, llmeschke@tennessee.edu  
 Parks & Beautification: Tim Parker, tparker1025@gmail.com 
 Social: Jackson whetsel, jackson.whetsel@gmail.com 
 welcome: Mary Anne Hoskins, mhoskins@utk.edu

I am originally from Bowling Green, 
Kentucky. My seven siblings and I 
were raised by dedicated and loving 
parents, Harold and Ann Rector, who 
instilled in each of  us a strong work 
ethic, uncompromising faith in God, 
and care for others. Our summers 
were spent playing, gardening, sewing, 
crafting, and cleaning...with Saturday 
nights at walking horse shows and 
Sunday afternoon visits with relatives. 
In addition to annual vegetable 
gardens, we had a small orchard with 
apple, peach, and pear trees. We also 
had a modest row of  grape vines that 
made the best jelly imaginable. 

This recipe is an excellent fall dessert 
Mother would make when the apples 
are in season.

ingredients

1 stick (1/2 cup) butter 
2 cups sugar 
2 cups water  
1 1/2 cup sifted self-rising flour 
1/2 cup shortening (e.g., Crisco) 
1/3 cup milk 
2 cups finely chopped apples 
1 teaspoon cinnamon

Directions

Melt butter in a 13 x 9-inch baking 
pan. Heat sugar and water until sugar 
melts. Cut shortening into flour until 
clumps are the size of  fine crumbs 
Add milk and stir until dough leaves 
the side of  bowl. Turn out dough onto 
floured board, knead until smooth. 
Roll dough out into a large rectangle 
about 1/4-inch thick. Sprinkle 
cinnamon over apples and then 
sprinkle apples evenly over dough. 
Roll up dough like a jelly roll. Dampen 
the edge of  the dough with a little 
water and seal. Slice dough into about 
16 slices, 1/2-inch thick. Place in pan 
with melted butter. Pour sugar syrup 
carefully around rolls. (This looks 
like too much liquid, but the crust will 
absorb it.) Bake 60 minutes at 350°F.

Mom’s Apple Cobbler Pinwheels by Nancy Roberts

	  

www.emblibrary.com

Connect with  
Fourth and Gill
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Early stages of  a conversation between 
the neighborhood and Broadway 
Carpets have uncovered that both 
have a common desire—to beautify 
the neighborhood block bound by 
Broadway, Caswell, Gratz, and Gill. In 
the past, neighbors, especially those 
living near the block, long have been 
interested in seeing improvements 
and have floated various proposals. 
As we recently discovered, the owners 
of  Broadway Carpets have had ideas 
of  their own, and a new partnership is 
developing that may eventually include 
the City of  Knoxville, the Community 
Design Center, and the newly formed 
Broadway Corridor Task Force. 

For several years, the Broadway 
Carpets owners have wanted to 
complete onsite improvements but, 
because of  a primarily residential client 
base, the recession hit them hard. 
They made a business commitment 
to focus on retaining employees, 
keeping people working, and keeping 
families fed; accordingly, Broadway 

Carpets had very little surplus for 
beautification. But now, Broadway 
Carpets sees a brighter future and has 
expressed a strong desire to keep its 
Fourth and Gill roots.

The relatively new Broadway Corridor 
Task Force has been pulled together 
by the city and includes business, 
neighborhood, and nonprofit 
representatives from our area. Task 
Force discussions have consisted of  
ideas for improvements to properties 
along Broadway from Central to I-640. 
Art Cate of  the Knoxville Community 
Development Corporation initiated 
the first conversation with Broadway 
Carpets because he thought the 
company may be interested in being one 
of  the first businesses to participate—
and to get an early “victory.” Indeed, 
the company representatives were 
eager. Discussions at the June meeting 
caused us to schedule two more 
meetings among representatives of  
our neighborhood and Garry Tener of  
Broadway Carpets. Wendy Bach, Carol 

O’Donnell, Jim Campbell, Gordon Coker, 
Tim Parker, Jerry Day, and Patrick 
McInturff  have all been involved from 
the neighborhood. 

The committee has brainstormed ideas 
for potential improvements and they 
have fallen under two broad categories: 
improvements to the full perimeter of  
the property (including the building’s 
façade), and improvements to the two 
lots at the corner of  Gratz and Caswell. 
At our last meeting, we decided to 
attempt to gain assistance from the 
Community Design Center in coming up 
with a site plan. As I write this article, 
that process is underway. 

As this course begins to unfold, we 
think it could be a model for how 
business and residential neighbors 
can work together to create a stronger 
and more attractive community. Hats 
off  to the neighbors who are working 
together on this project to make this 
happen. 	  

Jeff Rusk Pressure washing the Playground — Photo: Regina Santore

Prettying Up a Neighborhood Block: Fourth & Gill & Broadway Carpets Partnership  
by Bill Murrah



http://www.fourthandgill.org
P.O. Box 3845
knoxville, Tennessee 37927-3845

	  

Fourth & Gill Supplies Marathon Refreshments

Gerry Moll’s Labor Day Sunflower Project in krutch Park — Photo: Graciela Cabana


