
 

Save the Dates! 

Fourth and Gill 

Neighborhood News 
Happening News for a Happening Neighborhood 

The Porch Hop was a Hopping 
Success! 

At a combination brainstorming session and 
neighborhood testimonial, Social Committee members discussed a few 
new and simple ideas for enjoying and meeting neighbors. A Porch 
Crawl was one of those ideas. But the name—porch crawl, hmm, is 
that really what we meant? A porch crawl is linked to the drink that 
gave it birth, the porch crawler, a dynamic mixture of vodka, 
lemonade and beer poured straight into a cooler and drunk until one is 
only able to crawl across a porch. “A variation, known as Skip and Go 
Naked, is made with Sprite and gin instead of vodka.” According to 
an entry from Wikipedia, it is especially popular with North American 
college students.   

Rededication to 
Virginia Foster 
September 20 5:30p 
You are invited to a 
rededication gathering at 
the garden on the corner of 
Gill and Luttrell and then 
to Carol Nickle’s porch. 
For more information, see 
page 10. 

Neighborhood Potluck 
September 12 6:30p 
Enjoy a picnic with friends 
and neighbors at Fourth 
and Gill Park on Eleanor 
St. Bring your meat and a 
side dish; grills provided. A 
short DAF meeting will 
follow. For more 
information, see page 4. 

Gillbilly Talks 

October 10 6:30pm 
A informal 
Candidate’s Forum at 
Central United 
Methodist Church.  
For more information 
see page 7. 

S U M M E R  2 0 1 1  

News on Our 
Neighbors! 

Some new neighbors: 
We’d like to take a moment to 
welcome several new neighbors to 4th 
& Gill: 
David and Bella Wolitz and baby 
Michael!! 1022 Luttrell Street, Both 
David and Bella are attorneys and 
David will be teaching at UT Law 
School. 

Lee Ensign--- who has just moved in to 
the recently renovated duplex at 712 
Haynes Place. Lee has moved from 
Oak Ridge and is delighted to be in the 
neighborhood.  

The duplex at 712 is being renovated 
by Daniel Sanders.  Daniel, when 
not renovating, is an attorney with 
County Government. 
 
In other news: 
A mixed media work titled Tapestry II 
by Melynda Whetsel has been 
accepted for publication in the 2011 
Knoxville Writers' Guild Anthology.  

It should also be noted that Kay 
Newton, our very own author and 
poet, is the co-editor of the Knoxville 
Writers’ Guild 2011 Anthology! 

By: Carol O. 

Continued on Page 4 
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Neighborhood Center - Update 
By William O. 
Well neighbors we've been busy these past few months and 
have lots planned for The Center for the Fall of 2011! 
Thanks to everyone in 4th and Gill for their continued 
support and feedback. 
 
Because of neighborhood residents and volunteers from all 
over East Tennessee the Neighborhood Center officially began 
its work July 1st,. Trees were removed & trimmed, the fence 
line was cleared, the kitchen received a deep cleaning, our fire 
escape was improved, the hard work on the upstairs bathroom 
was begun, and the garden space has been prepared for Fall 
planting. 
 
That said, there's still a lot of work to do. We will be 
organizing two Neighborhood Work Days a month; focusing 
on ceiling tile replacement, upgrading of the restrooms, 
kitchen repair, painting and minor electrical repairs. 
 
The best way to stay abreast of Neighborhood Work Days 
and events at The Neighborhood Center: 
 

• Utilize the yahoo groups: “fourthandgillneighborhood” and “37917” 
• Join us on Facebook: “The Neighborhood Center” 
• There's even a website for more detailed information: www.800northfourth.com 

 
It's not been all work there on the corner of 4th & Gill. 
The Center has hosted several events over the summer: 
 

• The new 1st Saturday Art exhibit openings 
• A joint United Mountain Defense / 

Neighborhood Center fundraiser with five bands; 
playing everything from bluegrass, folk tunes to 
gypsy jazz. 

• Workshops such as Bat Box building and Home 
Beer Brewing 

• The national Moveon.org “Reclaim the Dream” 
discussion on community economics 

• Wine Social 
• “Art & Social Justice Show and Tell” for building 

organizational bridges 
• The first ever Mama's Market and Mama Artists' 

Showcase for the Mothers in the community. 

Continued on Page 3 
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Continued from Page 2 – Neighborhood Center 

Upcoming events include: 
 

• Art Exhibit Openings on the 1st Saturday of the month 
• Weekly movies with “The Birdhouse Walk-in 

Theater” held every Monday evening 
• The monthly, “Mama's Market” with crafts made by 

women from around the region and space to sell your 
own handy works. 

• A Wine Social, the last Wednesday of every month. 
Bring a bottle of your favorite wine and cheeses for 
sampling and discussion with other wine lovers. 
Additionally, as soon as fruit starts ripening in 
Appalachia, we'll be conducting a workshop on Home 
Wine Making in conjunction with the Socials. 

• The last Saturdays of the month are dedicated to the 
“Art & Social Justice Show & Tell” with various 
events and presentations from regional organizations 
and artists on what projects they are working on and 
information on how you can get involved. 

• Hosting on Sunday, September 11 of Prometheus 
Radio's national “Radio Summer” event, to inform 
Knoxvillians on the changing FCC regulations around 
community radio and to discuss   opportunities for 
community radio in East Tennessee.  

      
Stay tuned online or just come visit or to just look around. The Neighborhood Center is your place. We 
hope to see you there! For any questions or information on booking your own workshop, meeting or 
event at The NC email us at info@800northfourth.com 

David Massey, Neighborhood Coordinator, with the City of Knoxville Office of Neighborhoods, sent out this 
new technology information for those wishing to know the crime incidence in any neighborhood: 
Visit RAIDS (Regional Analysis Information Data Sharing here: 
 

http://www.raidsonline.com/?ad?dress=Knoxville%2CTN 
 
Users of the site will be able to customize the interactive maps for their neighborhoods or view the entire 
city.  If you input a specific address, or just review the map for all of Knoxville, you can zoom in on specific 
blocks and, for example, click on a burglary icon to see the location (the block, not the specific address), date 
and time, and type of property (e.g. residence or business). 

New Website for Crime Maps 

The 4th and Gill Neighborhood and the surrounding 
areas are home to many businesses. While ads or 

articles may occasionally appear in the newsletter about 
these businesses, the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood 

Organization does not officially endorse them. 
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June 13 Potluck Picnic 

June is the month of beginnings it seems.  We 
grow up feeling the freedom of easier schedules 
as school is well and truly out.  The sun stays 
around and invites more play.  It is still the 
wedding month.  We have our first picnics.  
Our June 13 Potluck Picnic at Fourth and Gill 
Park was as sunny and joyous as the planners 
hoped.  Carol O’Donnell and Judith Neff with 
lots of help from neighbors who loaned tables, 
hoses, grill implements, and numerous other 
items organized the fun.   
 

Terry Matthews, Patrice Argant, and John Neff 
grilled hot dogs galore.  A neighborhood mom’s 
group set up a supper gathering at the Third 
Avenue entrance which helped stretch the fun 
from one end of the park to the other.  Toys, 
play stations, and games were far more 

successful than anticipated.  We built ideas and 
the children came!  Judith and Carol tried, 
unsuccessfully, to start games; children were 
having too much fun in their own ways to take 
up organized games.  Quote from 4th and Gill 
child:  “Let’s have all the potlucks here. We 
played the whole time!”   
 

Not for the first time, we had live music at a 
potluck. The Mutations, invited by Bev 
Bickford, rocked out.  The young players 
seemed to know numbers for any age and there 
were more than a few baby boomers clapping 
and tapping their feet.  Sadly, Gnarly Walls 
were unable to perform due to the injured wrist 
of their drummer.  We hope we can have both 
play for us again soon. 

Dogwood Arts Festival to Expand Walking Trails 
Fourth and Gill to help launch 2012 Dogwoods Arts Walking Trails! 

The Dogwood Arts Festival will use funds received from an Alcoa Global Releaf 
grant to establish several walking trails as a new component to the festival. 
 
Because Fourth & Gill initiated the idea of the walking trail, we, of course, have 
been invited to help launch the 2012 Dogwood Arts Festival Walking Trails. 
 
The Board of Directors has approved the concept, as has the Parks and 
Beautification Committee that would do the planting and maintenance of public 
trail spaces.  But we really need a DAF Walking Trail Committee working as a sub-
committee that would serve as the liaison between the neighborhood and DAF, 
oversee the planning of attractive streetscapes and open gardens, and communicate 
to the neighborhood. 

JOIN IN!!!   
SHORT MEETING AFTER THE 
SEPTEMBER POTLUCK                             
SEPTEMBER 12 @ 7:30  
OR CALL 521-7155 TO SIGN UP 

By Judith N. 
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Trash Collective Environmental Alert 
By Gerry M. 
Environmental Alert!!! A giant TRAshball has been spotted in the 
Fourth and Gill Neighborhood. This is not your average respectable 
ball of trash, spilled over from some back alley waste receptacle; this is 
not a plastic Cheetos bag blown under your front hedge. This TRAshball 
has size and girth, and hangs out in plain view on your neighbors’ 
porches. You may have seen this 5x5 ft. ball of landfill-bound detritus 
out and about in the greater Knoxville area.  This junk-ridden ball has 
been seen recently in such locations as Knoxville’s City County building, 
Farragut’s Town Hall, Oak Ridge’s Earth Day 2011, and at Ijams Nature 
Center’s Water Fest 2011. This past winter, this slothful globe of discard 
even found itself embedded in the midsection of a snowman on the corner 
of Gill and Gratz streets. 
 

Officials from Knox County, in cooperation with surrounding authorities, suspect 
that two artists residing in the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood are irresponsible for 
this said “TRAshball”: Gerry Moll (Gratz St.), and Katie Walberg (Luttrell St.). 
These two suspects are the co-founders of the notorious TRAsh collective 
(www.TRAshcollective.com). They should be considered extremely dangerous, 
but can be easily placated with small gifts of non-recyclable rubbish to add to their 
mascot, the urban tumbleweed known as TRAshball. 
 

The TRAsh collective has been known to engage people where they work, play and live with 
projects realized through non-traditional sculptural materials such as “trash.” They seek out collaborative 
opportunities with unsuspecting individuals, businesses and community organizations. They have recently allied 
with Farragut’s Stormwater Matters Program, as evidenced by a recent morning TV show interview and various 
articles in the Farragut Press. An anonymous source close to the artists was quoted as saying, “they create work that 
is fun and surprising, while challenging commonly held perceptions of trash, waste, garbage, refuse, rubbish, debris 
and junk of all kinds.” 
 

TRAsh collective covert research cells located in the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood have revealed a linear system for 
consumable products: extract- short life product- dispose. This system is proficient in taking massive amounts of 
solid waste “away” very quickly, making the waste invisible to consumers. The problem is that after exhaustive 
attempts using cutting-edge GPS mapping technology, it has been irrefutably determined that there is no such place 
as “away”. 
 

The TRAsh collective promotes an alternative non-linear biological system akin to the system at work in nature: a 
loop, in which the waste of one organism is the nutrient of another. The application of this biological loop system to 
the human consumable product stream is called “biomimicry,” a process that the TRAsh collective upholds for a 
sustainable future.  This process is evident in their work in which they extract trash from the environment (“waste”) 
and make art out of it (“nutrient”). While they seem to foster no delusions about turning all of society’s solid waste 
into art, they do succeed in providing dynamic, highly visible examples of a looping rather than a linear system. 
 

It is the firm conviction of this official that the only hope of eradicating the TRAsh collective and their TRAshball 
mascot from the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood is a full scale societal shift in consumption and disposal paradigms. 
I state this conviction with full knowledge that the TRAsh collective is guided by its belief in the transformative power 
of art to create positive change. 
 

If you have information that could lead to a collaborative effort or creative event with the TRAsh collective, please 
contact Gerry at gerrymoll@mac.com or Katie at art@katiewalberg.com.  
 

Visit our website: www.TRAshcollective.com. 
You can also “friend” TRAshball on Facebook and check out “TRAshball: The Movie” on You Tube. 
 

ALL CONTACT WITH THE TRASH COLLECTIVE IS SUBJECT TO OFFICIAL SCRUTINY! 
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Porch Hop – Continued from Page 1 

Hence, the invention of the PORCH HOP, an event for 
all ages that would refresh residents as they hopped to 
the next stop.  Leave it to 4th and Gill to blend front 
porch gentility and roadhouse raunch into a friendly, 
inventive neighborhood gathering.  Thank you to the 
hosts for hosting and thanks to 4th and Gill for turning 
out.  We may have a new July tradition on our hands.  
And now for the porch report by hosts: 
 

CALEB FRISTOE & DANIEL AISENBURY  
“Porch Free-For-All & Hang Out” 
Daniel and Caleb first volunteered their porch at the 
May Picnic, a generous act.  Gordon Coker shared his 
visit:  
“The thing I liked about Daniel's was that it was 
minimalist--great beer in ice and chips. It was the people 
that made the porch, just as it should be.” 
 

TERRY MATTHEWS & PATRICE ARGANT   
"Vive la France" in honor of Bastille Day 
Nina Martyris observed:  “Patrice and Terry decided to 
have their do indoors to beat the sultry weather and the 
mosquitoes. Since Bastille Day was their theme, the 
food, music and libations were all French. There was 
wine and absinthe, Aux Champs-Elysees blaring 
through the room with Patrice joining in, and cheese, 
sausage and bread.” 
 

CAROL NICKLE    
“Canine Cups & Meow Mixes” 
“I had so much fun! I met bunches of new neighbors, 
including one-week old Cecilia Baumgardner. Our 
theme, Canine Cups & Meow Mixes, in honor and 
memory of all 4th & Gill dogs and cats, provided wide-
open choices for drinks and snacks. MANY THANKS 
to La Vinia Jennings and Austin Hamilton for helping 
me host this fun event!”    Carol Nickle 
 

Porchgoer Calla McNamee notes:  “I had too many 
cosmos at Carol Nickle's to remember any one liners.  In 
unrelated conversations, I remember laughing about 
opera singers and the sale of George's house, but 
couldn't tell you what was funny about the two 
topics.  It was great to meet more of the neighbors and 
we had a really good time.  Needless to say the drinks 
were delicious.” 
 

CAROL O’DONNELL & WENDY BACH    
“Bubbles, Hula Hoops, & Sparkling Drinks” 
The Bach-O’Donnell household infused drinks and 
activities with a bubbles motif.  Daughter Caiden shared 
bubble wands and hula-hoops; she also poured cups of a 
sherbet/ginger ale concoction.  Host Wendy heavily 
researched the web to prepare a pompegranate-pear-
champagne punch and a gin-grapefruit-champagne 
cousin of the crawler. Carol, Wendy and Caiden were 
thrilled to meet so many people they hadn’t met before; 
to host many families with children; and to see folks 
enjoy the wading pool, bubble wands, and sprinkler. 
Thanks for coming by, and we can’t wait for next year. 
 

BARBARA SIMPSON & DWIGHT GUINN   
“Margaritas & Mexican” 
“Well, I doubt my porch hop will end at 8:30.  I can tell 
you that right now,” announced Barbara Simpson at the 
last social committee meeting. True to her words, her 
spacious veranda hosted many into the night, and even 
24 limes squeezed by hand weren’t enough for the fun 
and conversation. A ready volunteer, however, went 
into the kitchen and squeezed more.   
 

MELYNDA & BOB WHETSEL   
“Gillbilly Lemonade” 
Melynda Whetsel reported, “In April of 1998 I wrote for 
the neighborhood newsletter, ‘On this porch I have 
strung green beans, read novels, watched thunderstorms, 
smelled the rain, rocked my baby, rocked by neighbor's 
babies, nursed skinned knees, declared war on speeders, 
campaigned for a mayor, loaned a cup of sugar, and 
watched houses up and down the street transform.’ 
 

“On July 22 we added another activity to our front 
porch and hosted for The Porch Hop! And man, was our 
porch hopping!! Gillbilly Lemonade, a healthy dose of 
Tennessee Bourbon and lemonade, almost cooled down 
the crowd.  But, it was a wonderful mix of old (meaning 
been around here forever) and new (meaning young) 
folks who ignored the heat, too busy introducing 
themselves to each other, sharing sips and stories. The 
highlight of the evening was meeting so many new 
neighbors!!! 
 

What fun!!  Our porches really may be the most 
important rooms in our houses.”  
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A Word From Our Committees! 
Communications Committee 
The Communications Committee is happy to have been granted $2,000 for newsletter production and 
for yard signs that remind neighbors of upcoming events.   
In a “changing media environment” as they say, we continue to monitor the most appropriate means 
for communication in Fourth and Gill.  We are currently considering a Facebook page.   
 
We would love to have new volunteers who might help with the website as we continue to have 
difficulties that slow our use of it. Contact Judith Neff at merlin2@comcast.net. 

Social Committee 
The Social Committee consists of a wonderful group of people who work to bring the neighborhood 
together to share in community, to have conversations, and to have fun. 
 

We are pleased with the successes of the June Potluck Picnic and with the July Porch Hop.  As 
requested of the board by members at the February Membership Meeting, the committee planned for 
increased activities for neighborhood children.  We were happy with the outcome of those plans for the 
Picnic and the Porch Hop.  Please read the articles about these two events in this newsletter.   
 

Currently, we are following through on ideas from our May brainstorming session; September 12 Picnic 
Potluck, October 31 Halloween Party, and November 14 Potluck and Folk Dance.  Our August meeting 
will focus on the Halloween Party.   
 

We could use your help at the August meeting when we plan for the Halloween Party as well as your 
help with contacts for dance callers (something that could be fun for grown-ups and children alike).  
Please email Social Committee Chair, Carol O’Donnell, at carol.odonnell3@gmail.com with any ideas. 
 

Gillbilly Talks 
 

Monday, October 10 at 6:30pm 
Central United Methodist Church 

 
Candidates’ Forum 

City Council At-Large Seats 
 

The six candidates that emerge from the primary race for the three 
City Council At-Large Seats will meet with us (and residents from Old North Knoxville and Park Ridge) to 

discuss issues pertinent to inner city, historic neighborhoods. This will be an informal gathering: each 
candidate will be given 5 minutes to speak, followed by a Question & Answer session. Central United 

Methodist Church has graciously offered to serve refreshments. Don’t miss the opportunity to meet the 
candidates and help shape the direction of our community. 

 
Early Voting: September 7-22  

Primary: September 27 
General Election: November 8  
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Part	  One	  of	  Two:	  After	  the	  Civil	  War,	  Knoxville’s	  
population	  grew	  quickly	  as	  it	  became	  a	  major	  rail,	  
marketing	  and	  distribution	  center.	  From	  an	  1880	  
population	  of	  9,700	  to	  more	  than	  22,000	  by	  1890,	  these	  
new	  residents	  quickly	  moved	  into	  the	  newly	  
incorporated	  area	  of	  North	  Knoxville.	  
	  	  

But	  some	  things	  remained	  divided.	  The	  Methodist	  
Church	  was	  split	  into	  “Northern”	  and	  “Southern”	  
denominations.	  In	  the	  summer	  of	  1888,	  Rev.	  L.	  E.	  
Prentiss	  encouraged	  members	  of	  his	  “Northern”	  Clinch	  
Street	  Methodist	  Church	  (now	  First	  United	  Methodist)	  
to	  start	  a	  Sunday	  School	  and	  Church	  in	  North	  Knoxville.	  
	  	  

The	  group	  first	  met	  in	  a	  small,	  one	  story	  frame	  
schoolhouse	  at	  the	  intersection	  of	  Gratz	  and	  Lovenia	  
(where	  the	  McCallie	  School	  would	  later	  be	  built,	  and	  
where	  new,	  traditional	  homes	  have	  been	  built	  since	  
McCallie	  School	  burned	  in	  the	  1990s.)	  After	  meeting	  in	  
the	  little	  frame	  school	  for	  a	  few	  weeks,	  they	  rented	  
Patterson	  Hall,	  a	  second-‐story	  meeting	  room	  over	  a	  
drug	  store	  on	  the	  south	  corner	  between	  Central	  and	  
Broadway.	  
	  	  

October	  12,	  1889,	  the	  same	  year	  that	  the	  city	  of	  North	  
Knoxville	  incorporated,	  the	  congregation	  formally	  
organized	  with	  31	  charter	  members.	  It	  was	  known	  as	  
the	  North	  Knoxville	  Methodist	  Episcopal	  Church.	  After	  
several	  interim	  pastors,	  a	  building	  was	  constructed	  on	  
the	  east	  side	  of	  Luttrell	  Street	  at	  Lovenia.	  It	  was	  an	  
attractive,	  frame	  building	  with	  a	  sanctuary,	  pastor’s	  
study,	  library,	  primary	  room,	  and	  what	  was	  called	  a	  
“one-‐eyed	  furnace.”	  In	  1890,	  the	  name	  changed	  to	  
Luttrell	  Street	  Church.	  
	  	  

By	  1906,	  membership	  had	  grown	  to	  324,	  and	  the	  
church	  needed	  to	  expand.	  They	  purchased	  property	  

across	  the	  street	  for	  $8,000,	  which	  included	  a	  large,	  
eight-‐room	  house	  which	  continued	  to	  serve	  as	  the	  
parsonage	  until	  1926.	  The	  lot	  was	  bounded	  by	  Lovenia,	  
Deery,	  and	  Luttrell	  Streets.	  The	  congregation	  raised	  
$23,000	  with	  the	  help	  of	  Joseph	  W	  Powell,	  a	  fundraiser	  
from	  New	  York,	  and	  dedicated	  the	  new	  church	  in	  1908	  
as	  Trinity	  Methodist	  Episcopal	  Church.	  In	  May,	  1909,	  
the	  Luttrell	  Street	  building	  was	  sold	  to	  the	  Quaker	  
Knoxville	  Monthly	  Meeting	  of	  Friends.	  Between	  1915	  
and	  1919,	  according	  to	  church	  minutes,	  the	  
congregation	  was	  already	  looking	  to	  move	  to	  Park	  City.	  
In	  1927,	  the	  Quakers	  sold	  the	  Luttrell	  Street	  church	  to	  
the	  Seventh	  Day	  Adventist	  Church,	  the	  building	  
“wrecked	  and	  rebuilt	  on	  the	  Washington	  Avenue	  
property”	  at	  2100	  Washington	  Avenue.	  That	  property	  
was	  sold	  to	  Greater	  Refuge	  Temple	  in	  1978,	  and	  still	  
features	  some	  original	  Luttrell	  Street	  windows.	  
Photographer	  Charlie	  Brooks	  purchased	  the	  Luttrell	  
Street	  building	  in	  1979.	  
	  	  
Next	  issue:	  Learn	  the	  history	  of	  the	  House	  of	  Faith,	  the	  
building	  consecrated	  in	  1908	  as	  Trinity	  Methodist	  
Episcopal	  Church	  at	  Lovenia,	  Deery	  and	  Luttrell.	  
	  	  

Fourth	  and	  Gill	  neighbor	  Doug	  McDaniel	  will	  release	  his	  
fourth	  book,	  Historic	  North	  Knoxville:	  Featuring	  the	  
Modern	  Neighborhoods	  of	  Emory	  Place,	  Fifth	  Avenue,	  
Fourth	  and	  Gill,	  and	  Old	  North,	  this	  Christmas	  with	  co-‐
author	  and	  Old	  North	  resident	  Homer	  “Andy”	  
Anderson.	  His	  previous	  books	  are	  histories	  of	  Park	  City,	  
Oakwood-‐Lincoln	  Park,	  and	  his	  boyhood	  home,	  
Asheville,	  NC.	  	  Special	  thanks	  to	  Trinity	  member	  Nancy	  
Grissom	  for	  her	  archives.	  Nancy	  was	  born	  on	  Luttrell	  
Street,	  and	  grew	  up	  at	  803	  Luttrell	  (corner	  of	  Luttrell	  
and	  Third	  Avenue.)	  her	  father	  worked	  at	  the	  Cas	  Walker	  
store	  down	  the	  street,	  and	  reports	  that	  when	  she	  was	  
born,	  the	  family’s	  first	  visitor	  was	  Cas	  Walker. 

Left:	  The	  Luttrell	  Street	  Church,	  as	  it	  
appeared	  in	  the	  1890s.	  The	  building	  was	  
later	  altered	  in	  the	  Tudor	  style	  (right)	  and	  
became	  a	  Quaker	  and	  then	  Seventh	  Day	  
Adventist	  Church.	  It	  is	  now	  the	  home	  of	  
photographer	  Charlie	  Brooks.	  Some	  of	  the	  
stained	  glass	  and	  window	  frames	  are	  
installed	  in	  a	  church	  building	  at	  2100	  
Washington	  Avenue	  in	  Park	  City.	  (Photos	  
courtesy	  Knox	  County	  Library,	  McClung	  
Historical	  Collection.)	  

The	  Luttrell	  Street	  Church	  
By	  Doug	  McDaniel 
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Broadway 
Academy of 

Performing Arts 

Cynthia Turnage, the energetic dancer-
entrepreneur who runs the Broadway Academy of 
Performing Arts, may not be a resident of Fourth 
& Gill -- she lives in Louisville -- but her family's 
association with this part of Knoxville goes all the 
way back to the 1930s. The old city, she says, is in 
her bloodstream. When she was a girl, her mother 
often took her to Market Square, which wasn't the 
upscale hangout it is today. "I remember the stink 
of fish," she laughs. Her father owned a store on 
Magnolia that sold cigarettes, but when that 
business was stubbed out two years ago, Cynthia 
decided to channel her inner dreamer and set up a 
performing arts school. "I used to be in the 
business of killing people before, now I'm in the 
business of saving them," she twinkles.  
  
It wasn't easy. She and her siblings may have 
inherited a capacious brick warehouse on 
Broadway, but the walls and ceiling were peeling, 
there were termites, the floor needed work and the 
bathrooms were unspeakable. Outside the brick 
walls, the US economy was in a deep recession. 
Conventional wisdom would not advise setting up 
a new business, but this passionate belly dancer 
who has performed in Casablanca and Egypt has 
never really cared for the corset of convention.  
  
She started by stepping out to buy a tin of paint, a 
flaring flamingo pink. She painted her office from 
top to toe, and hung her father's portrait on the 
wall. Almost immediately, her spirits soared, and 

she felt ready to do battle. Today, BAPA, the trendy 
acronym by which the Academy is known, is a 
polished and well-lit 7,000-sqaure-foot space 
sectioned into a gold room, a green room and a red 
room.   

BAPA teaches everything from ballet and hip-hop to 
belly dance, cardio-dance, African drums, and 
sizemology. There are different instructors for each 
dance form and special classes for preschoolers, 
tweens and teenagers. The space can also be rented 
for events like weddings and parties. While a few 
Fourth and Gill residents do swing by for swing 
dance and other classes, Cynthia says that many still 
aren't aware of what is on offer in their own 
backyard. "I would love for more adults and 
children to come here, exercise, dance, be healthy 
and have fun," she says. "I've tried my best to get the 
word out, and don't know what else to do. Perhaps I 
should just stand of top of my building and scream, 
"I'm here!'" 

Mystery Gables in 4th and Gill 

Can you figure out the address of this edition of 
Mystery Gable in Fourth and Gill?  If you think that 
you have the detective skills that it takes, send your 
answer to krisstinamarcie@gmail.com.  You’ll win 
– bragging rights!  Good luck! 

By Nina M. 



 

 

 

You’re Invited... 
When I think of strong women, I think of Virginia Foster.  She was 
rich in spirit, although poor in money. Virginia was a regular 
contributor to the 4th and Gill Gazette, a Voice of the Poor and 
Working Class People.  She served as the first President of our 4th and 
Gill Neighborhood Organization.  She was a leader in many causes 
that made our neighborhood famous and respected for its stand on 
the side of justice. At the same time, she always insisted that the 
Neighborhood Organization care for our children and youth. 

After Virginia’s death, our neighborhood and the Knoxville Legal 
Aid Society dedicated a plaque in her memory in our Neighborhood 
flower garden on the corner of Gill and Luttrell Street.  Jim Cortese 
donated a beautiful silver bell tree and the plaque was at the base of 
the tree.  A few years ago, a wreck demolished the tree, plaque and 
garden. Our neighbor, Eddie Elmore, who made the original plaque, 
has made a lovely, sturdy replacement. 

You are invited to a rededication gathering at the garden on Tuesday, September 20 at 5:30pm.  Afterwards, you 
are invited to Carol Nickle’s porch on the corner of Luttrell and Lovenia for refreshments and to hear true stories 
about Virginia Foster. 
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