
Save the Date

MARCH

Monday 16, 6:30pm
Board Meeting

Saturday 21, 10am–2pm
Farmer’s Market, CUMC

Saturday 28, 9am 
Spring Cleanup 
Caswell Circle

Sunday 29,  
7:45am–11:30am 
Knoxville Marathon 

Water Station on Luttrell
volunteers email Jonathan Wimmer  
jonathan@alamosteakhouse.com

APRIL

April 8–26, 
Dogwood Arts

Monday 13, 6:30pm 
Potluck, CUMC

Monday 20, 6:30pm 
Board Meeting

Sunday 26, 1pm–6pm 
Tour of Homes

MAY

Monday 11, 6:30pm 
Potluck Picnic  
4th & Gill Park
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Fourth & Gill Neighborhood News
 SPRING 2015

Planning is underway for the 25th anniversary 
Fourth and Gill Tour of Homes, which is set 
for Sunday, April 26, 2015. Get involved in 
this time-honored neighborhood tradition! 
Contact Sean Martin (865-386-8909 • 
smartin1121@gmail.com) or Jenny Wright 
(865-386-1170•jmatthewswright@gmail.com).

If  you, your employer, or anyone you know 
wants to purchase an ad for the Tour of  
Homes booklet, reach out to Sean or Jenny. 

Your ad will be seen by everyone who takes 
the tour…what a great way to reach out to 
500 people!

Tour of Homes • Sunday, April 26
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	  For events at the  
Neighborhood Center, check 

www.birdhouseknoxville.com

Neighbors are encouraged to use the Neighborhood Center, 
known as The Birdhouse, for community and personal 
events. Rental fees are $75 for a 3-hour rental, but Fourth 
and Gill neighbors receive a discounted price of $65 for the 
same rental period. You may also rent The Birdhouse for 
regular, weekly events (such as band practices and club and 
organization meetings) for a cost of $80–$100 per month. 

The Birdhouse folks are always flexible and 
want to work with us for scheduling, so let’s 
use our neighborhood center to bring exciting 
and creative events to the community!  
Please email birdhouse.knoxville@gmail.com 
to schedule your next meeting! 

	  

Let’s Make The Birdhouse a Center for All!

Enjoy the beauty of spring by strolling through 
Fourth and Gill’s trails and gardens this April. 
The trail begins at the corner of Glenwood 
and Luttrell, where you will find a mailbox 
(covered with dogwoods, of course) near 
the WATE building. The mailbox contains your 
event brochure, and the pink arrows along 
the sidewalks will guide your way. This year’s 

featured open gardens are:

 

A Walk through the Dogwoods
Fourth & Gill Dogwood Arts Walking Trail & open Gardens • April 8–26

	  

      1015 Luttrell Street 

934 Luttrell Street 

      719 Luttrell Street 

805 Eleanor Street
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2015 Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Calendar

Read neighborhood newsletters, websites, and emails for announcements, 
event details, and calendar updates. http://fourthandgill.wordpress.com/

JANUARY

Monday 12: Potluck 6:30pm 
Central United Methodist Church

FeBRUARY

Monday 9: Annual Meeting/Potluck
6:30pm Central United Methodist 
Church

Saturday 28: Board Retreat 
9am–1pm, Brownlow

MARCH

Monday 9: Potluck 6:30pm Central 
United Methodist Church

Monday 16: Board Meeting

Saturday 28: Spring Cleanup 9am 
Caswell Circle

Sunday 29: Knoxville Marathon 
7:45am Luttrell

APRIL

April 8–26: Dogwood Arts Festival
4th& Gill Walking Trails + Open Gardens

Monday 13: Potluck 6:30pm 
Central United Methodist Church

Monday 20: Board Meeting

Sunday 26: Fourth & Gill Tour of  
Homes 1pm–6pm

MAY

Monday 11: Potluck Picnic 6:30pm 
4th & Gill Park

Monday 18: Board Meeting

JUNe

Friday 12: Porch Hop
6pm–9pm, Locations TBA 

Monday 15: Board Meeting

JULY

Friday 10: Ice Cream Social 6:30pm 
Birdhouse

Monday 20: Board Meeting

AUGUST

Tuesday 4: National Night Out Event 
(more information to come)

Monday 17: Board Meeting

SePTeMBeR

Monday 14: Potluck Picnic 6:30pm 
4th & Gill Park

Monday 21: Board Meeting

oCToBeR

Saturday 10: Fall Cleanup 
9am, Caswell Circle

Monday 19: Board Meeting

Saturday 24: ARToberfest 2pm–9pm

Saturday 31: Halloween Party and 
Chili Cookoff  5pm, Location TBA

NoVeMBeR

Monday 9: Potluck 6:30pm
Birdhouse

Monday 16: Board Meeting

DeCeMBeR

Sunday 13: Holiday Open Houses
5pm–8pm, Locations TBA

	  

We’ve got some new folks on our board of  
directors as well as some familiar faces in 
new roles. Join a committee by contacting 
our board:

President: Liz Upchurch 
lizupchurch1@gmail.com

Secretary: Jackson Whetsel 
jackson.whetsel@gmail.com

Treasurer: Ben Auerbach 
auerbach@utk.com

Communications: Jenny Wright 
jmatthewswright@gmail.com

Social: Nina Phalen 
ninaphalen@gmail.com

Codes & Zoning: Daniel Sanders 
4th.gill.codes@gmail.com

Parks & Beautification: Gerry Moll 
gerrymoll@mac.com

Birdhouse: Bill Murrah 
billmurrah@gmail.com

Finance & Administration:  
Laurie Meschke 
lmeschke@tennessee.edu

Welcome: Mary Anne Hoskins 
mhoskins@utk.edu

	  

2015 Fourth & Gill Board 
of Directors

Board Retreat



When Margaret Doniphan was born 
in Augusta, Kentucky, in 1833, it 
was not quite the western frontier it 
was a generation earlier. Kentucky’s 
population had tripled in the last 30 
years, and 40 miles downstream on 
the Ohio River, Cincinnati had exploded 
with river trade into a thriving city of  
25,000.

Expansion of  trade and the exploitation 
of  what seemed to be limitless natural 
resources had changed the quality of  
life for the average American. While 
the appeal of  the “good old days” is 
certainly tinted with a dose of  rose-
colored nostalgia, life, at least if  you 
had a bit of  money, was no longer 
inevitably destined to match Thomas 
Hobbes’ “nasty, brutish, and short.” 
You could manage a decent shelter, no 
shortage of  food to eat, a few minutes 
of  leisure time, and some small luxuries 
– “nasty” and “brutish,” anyway, 
were covered; “short” was harder to 
overcome.

Through a modern lens, people born 
into the Victorian era often died 
needlessly and suddenly. Childhood 
was especially treacherous. We may 
today debate the dangers of  vaccines, 
or whine when doctors don’t give us 
antibiotics to combat a winter cold, but 
reading a few pages from the death 
records of  Knoxville General Hospital, 
circa 1900, is a sobering dose of  
reality. Victorian parents must have 
spent their days in constant fear for 
their children’s wellbeing, and more 
often than not went through their later 
lives with psyches bruised by parental 

tragedy. And adulthood was scarcely 
easier. Knoxville was a city burgeoning 
with industry, but nearly devoid of  
safety regulations. It seems that your 
occupation, your transportation, and 
your very house might all just conspire 
to kill you.

Margaret Doniphan married Silas 
Theophilus Powers in 1855. Eight 
children were born to the couple – four 
girls and four boys. An ambitious clerk 
in a family of  merchants, S.T. Powers 
prospered in both business and family. 
By the time the Powers family moved 
to Knoxville in 1886, where S.T. was 
pursuing new opportunities in the 
manufacture of  clothing, however, 
their numbers had diminished by 
four – a dizzyingly ludicrous array of  
childhood diseases and infections, all 
easily prevented in the modern world, 
had claimed the four Powers sons, 
one after another. It seems almost an 
outline for a Shakespearean tragedy. In 
the 1880s, however, it was a story all 
too common.

The Tennessee that became the 
new home to the Powers family has 
a long, conflicted past with defining 
the appropriate role of  government 
in economic development. Its 1834 
Constitution declared that a statewide 
transportation network was necessary 
for the development of  its resources 
and people to promote prosperity and 
happiness. The legislature passed 
a series of  ordinances allowing the 
state to finance as much as a third 
of  the cost of  private development 
of  railways and macadamized roads. 

By 1852, the state was allowed to 
issue bonds up to $8000 per mile 
to finance railroad development. 
The Civil War, unfortunately, caused 
a complete collapse of  this system, 
taking with it the finances of  the state. 
With commerce brought to a standstill 
for years, and bridges and trackbeds 
destroyed, Tennessee found itself  
the owner of  hundreds of  miles of  
defaulted railroad company assets. 
Understandably, Tennessee’s 1870 
Constitution reversed course entirely, 
prohibiting state investment in any 
private enterprise. Counties and 
incorporated towns, though, were not 
under the same limitations.

Unlike Cincinnati on the wide Ohio River, 
river trade to Knoxville was irregular 
and unpredictable. Seasonal variations 
in water levels and navigational 
barriers, such as Muscle Shoals, 
caused the merchants of  Knoxville 
to turn early toward the reliability of  
railroads. In the decades following 
the Civil War, transportation networks 
improved dramatically. It was a period 
when the traditional model of  private 
control of  infrastructure was generally 
understood to be a hindrance to 
growth and modernization. Towns, 
businessmen, and even farmers 
made improvements to roads in their 
vicinities without any expectation 
of  immediate pecuniary benefit but 
more for a generalized expectation 
of  commercial growth benefitting all 
– that everyone could ride the rising 
tide. Someone living in the countryside 
north of  Knoxville in 1880 might 
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A Snapshot of Knoxville History: Margaret Powers
by Arin Streeter

…CoNTINUeD oN PAGe 4
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be described in the City Directory as living on Tazewell 
Pike beyond the toll gate; by 1890, the same individual 
could be listed as living on Broad Street, North Knoxville. 
Municipalities across the region invested in railroads, 
endeavoring to establish themselves as transportation hubs, 
ensuring that they would not be bypassed by progress.

In 1887, when the Knoxville Southern Railway Company, with 
plans to build a new railroad to Jellico, and the Knoxville, 
Cumberland Gap & Louisville Railroad requested a total 
of  half  a million dollars in stock investment from the City 
of  Knoxville for the completion of  their respective routes, 
the wisdom of  this arrangement was so unquestionable, 
a popular referendum resulted in more than 99% of  city 
voters in favor. 

Knoxville, Cumberland Gap & Louisville Railroad reported 
the completion of  its route first. With some fanfare, the 
city formed an inaugural excursion party of  city aldermen, 
officials of  the public works, and prominent businessmen to 
leave the morning of  August 22, 1889. Ostensibly, they were 
to observe and report on the state of  the new track, before 
authorizing the City to issue bonds to finance its share of  
stock.

A two-car train departed Knoxville, carrying forty-eight 
dignitaries, trundling up the valley through Corryton 
into Grainger County, 22 miles from Knoxville. The travel 
was smooth, the conversation jovial and congratulatory. 
Suddenly, on a high trestle over Big Flat Creek, the second 
car hit a broken rail, skidding along the ties for a few 
seconds before losing its footing, turning over, and plunging 
into the creek, landing upside down yards below. The engine 
and first car screeched to a halt at the far end of  the trestle, 
and their occupants scrambled down the steep ravine in 
an instinctual, if  futile, attempt to help. The City Physician, 
Dr. Thomas A. West, was along on the excursion but had 
been in the second car. Moans could be heard coming from 
the wreckage, emerging from piles of  overturned seats, 
broken glass, and splintered wood. Blood pooled on the 
ceiling. It began to rain.

Twenty-six men lay injured in the remains of  the passenger 
car, including Aldermen Isaac Barry and William Perry, 
pharmacist A. J. Albers, Peter Kern, whose bakery and 

confectionary still stands at the corner of  Market Square, 
H. Schubert of  Schubert’s Hotel, W. W. Woodruff, Aldermen 
Park and Ross of  West Knoxville, and John T. Hearn, editor 
of  the Knoxville Sentinel. Edwin Barker, a prominent coal 
merchant, Col. Isham Young, the Chairman of  Public Works, 
and Alderman Frank Hockenjos died before making it back to 
Knoxville for treatment. Dead at the scene were County Judge 
George Andrews, wealthy farmer Alexander Reeder, and Silas 
Theophilus Powers.

It was the worst disaster in Knoxville since the Civil War. 
“The Flower of  Our Citizenry in an Awful Railroad Wreck!” 
proclaimed the afternoon newspaper. Nearly every business 
in the city closed for the day. Undeterred, 2 weeks later, 
the railroad company submitted a demand to the City of  
Knoxville for the promised funds on the completion of  the 
route. Inexplicably, Aldermen Barry and Perry, only a matter 
of  days earlier lying among a mass of  wreckage and death 
at the bottom of  a creek bed, concurred with the railroad’s 
report – that the rails were of  good steel, the roadbed well-
tiered, and the bridges and trestles in good shape.

For a fifth time, tragedy had struck Margaret Powers. 
Evidently, she persevered. Only 2 years later, a promotional 
piece in the Knoxville Daily Journal touted the structures 
recently completed by Mr. R. Z. Gill, including, “for Mrs. M.D. 
Powers, Fourth Avenue, a two-story, eight-room residence.” 
This house still stands today, as Fourth & Gill’s neighborhood 
center, The Birdhouse.

It’s the only real legacy remaining in Knoxville of  Margaret 
Powers. When she died a few years later, she was carried 
back to Kentucky, to be buried in a cemetery overlooking the 
Ohio River, among all the men of  her family.

	  

A Snapshot of History continued…

The Birdhouse—Home of Margaret Powers
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The leash law is one 
of more than thirty 
violations under the 
city court jurisdiction 
regarding animals. 
The fact that it is 
the first violation 
listed suggests that 
it is the one most 
easily enforced, yet 
many pet owners 
often consider it to 
be unnecessary. 
These owners may 

argue that they have trained their dog to respond to voice commands well 
enough that a leash is unnecessary. They may also argue that their pet has 
never shown aggression toward any humans or animals. Regardless of these 
arguments, disobeying the leash law can result in a fine. The citation cost, if  
paid pre-court, is $119.50. 

As stated on the City of Knoxville’s webpage, Knoxville and Knox County have 
made a commitment with PetSafe to make Knoxville the “Most Pet Friendly 
Community” in the nation. In 2009, PetSafe donated funding to go toward 
the construction of five dog parks in the Knoxville area. Per City ordinance, 
all dogs must be on a leash at all times (except in off-leash dog parks) and 
dog owners are required to pick up their dog’s waste. The nearest off-leash 
dog park to the Fourth and Gill community is located at 200 S. Central Street 
in downtown Knoxville. Approximately one acre is size, the park opened to the 
public in June 2010. The park is divided into separate sections for small and 
large dogs. Both sections offer human and dog water fountains as well as dog 
waste stations. 

In addition to providing off-leash facilities, the community has partnered with 
the Tennessee Izaak Walton League to place dog waste stations in popular 
dog-walking areas. There is one such station in front of the Brownlow Lofts on 
Glenwood Avenue. This dog waste station has proven to be an ideal location 
due to its close proximity to Brownlow’s large dumpster. While the dumpster is 
restricted to the use of the Brownlow’s residents, the building’s Homeowners 
Association has no objection to neighbors using the dumpster for dog waste 
disposal. In fact, they encourage you to use it!

Visit www.petfriendlycommunity.com for more information about pet-friendly 
activities, events, and businesses.

A Pet-Friendly Community by Nancy Roberts Welcome Neighbors! 
Please be sure to welcome 

these new neighbors 
when you meet them!

630 eleanor 
Joe Miles &  

Patrick Grzanka 

920 eleanor 
Jared Russell &  
Dustin Boruff 

940 eleanor 
Roy Wyman

814 Luttrell 
Sharif Harb 

906 Luttrell 
Adam & Julie Braude, & 

kids evie & Millie 

927 Luttrell 
Nathan, Heather, Gabriel, 

& Simone Zieger

825 Deery 
Natalie Williams, Lauren 
Davis, Meghan Barnes, 
emmanuelle Bizien, & 

Jordan Byrd 

If you know of new 
neighbors, email 

Welcome Committee Chair 
Mary Anne Hoskins at 

mhoskins@utk.edu so we 
can welcome them!

Jenny Wright’s dog Coconut
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Why Preserving Historic Buildings is a Sustainable Practice
by Kaye Graybeal, MPC Historic Preservation Planner and Alan Higgins,  
Historic Preservation Consultant for Cultural Resource Analysts, Inc.

 
CONNECT 

with Fourth & Gill!

LISTSERV  
fourthandgill.wordpress.com/

contact-us-communicate

FACEBOOK  
www.facebook.com/FourthAndGill

WEBSITE 
www.fourthandgill.org/

There are several reasons that the preservation of  historic 
buildings is a sustainable practice. First, preservation 
retains the “embodied” or “already-invested” energy within 
existing building stock. From the manufacture of  goods to 
the transportation of  those goods to the project site to the 
physical labor needed for construction, buildings represent 
large expenditures of  energy. Preserving and maintaining 
historic buildings takes advantage of  this embodied energy 
and reduces the need for additional energy to produce new 
materials.

Even when designed to be as sustainable as possible, it can 
take decades of  incremental savings for new construction 
to simply recover the embodied energy represented in a 
demolished building. In addition, it takes years for new 
construction to offset the substantial waste associated 
with demolition and disposal of  the materials of  an earlier 
building. Said another way, the preservation of  historic 
buildings is a sustainable practice because it promotes 
continued use and maintenance of  historic buildings 
instead of  unnecessary replacement of  them. Preservation 
is kinder to the environment because it avoids not only 
the additional energy usage and waste associated with 
demolition but also that of  new construction.

Secondly, preservation makes use of  site features and 
existing historic building design elements that are by 
their design intended to provide natural comfort without 
using excessive energy. For example, historic buildings 
were typically designed in response to their particular 
environment and site, which resulted in the use of  porches, 
windows, transoms, and other features that connect the 
building to its setting. The use and placement of  these 
features was a very conscious decision intended to make 
buildings more energy efficient.

Additionally, the construction of  historic buildings embraced 
durable traditional materials, such as old-growth lumber, 
that last for decades if  properly maintained, whereas 
some contemporary manufactured materials not only are 
unsustainable in their production process but also have a 
comparatively shorter lifespan.

SUSTAINABILITY IN THe PRoJeCT PLANNING PRoCeSS: 
Plan Ahead and Gather Information

To be implemented effectively, energy-efficient approaches 
should not be an afterthought in planning a renovation 
project. It can be helpful to have an expert conduct an 
energy audit, which is a comprehensive and systematic 
overview of  how energy is used and distributed in the 
building. The audit can be a tremendously useful tool in 
assessing which upgrades will provide the most long-term 
benefit considering their upfront costs.

As previously noted, many historic buildings incorporate 
design features that promote energy-efficiency that are 
sometimes overlooked. When developing a project and 
incorporating sustainability strategies, a property owner 
should first develop an understanding and appreciation 
of  the already-present sustainable qualities of  his or her 
building. Take inventory of  the energy-saving features to 
be retained during renovation. For instance, it’s particularly 
important to ensure that features, such as windows, 
shutters, chimneys, and transoms, remain operable for the 
historic building to retain its energy efficiency.

SUSTAINABILITY IN PRoJeCT IMPLeMeNTATIoN: 
embrace Repair and Reuse of Historic Materials

Keeping existing building fabric in good condition should 
be a priority not only to retain historic character but also 

…CoNTINUeD oN PAGe 7
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to reduce the need to expend energy in the production 
of  new materials. Continued use of  building fabric begins 
with routine maintenance and timely repair of  materials to 
minimize significant deterioration.

Project activities should be carried out in a way that 
minimizes waste, particularly of  sound materials. If  an 
original building component is deteriorated, only the section 
that is deteriorated beyond repair should be replaced. 
Where replacement or new materials are necessary, locally 
produced materials and those without harmful chemicals 
or other treatments are preferred and encouraged. Ideally, 
materials should also be appropriate for the local climate, 
as was often the case with original building materials. New 
materials should be selected for their durability as well 
as their ability to be repaired. Using high-quality, durable 
materials will reduce the frequency of  future replacement.

During a repair or renovation project, historic building 
material should be protected to avoid accidental damage 
that may cause a need for its replacement. If  temporary 
removal of  materials is necessary to make repairs or 
renovate, materials should be removed with enough care 
to allow their reinstallation. In rare instances where historic 
building materials in good condition will not be reused as 
part of  a project, they should be retained and stored by the 
owner for future reuse or donated to another renovation 
project or non-profit organization that may be able to re-
use them.

SUSTAINABILITY AND HISToRIC DISTRICT  
DeSIGN GUIDeLINeS

Recognizing the connection between historic preservation 
and sustainability as well as the desire of  property owners 
to have energy-efficient dwellings, the design guidelines 
are intended to balance flexibility in allowing for appropriate 
alternative materials and designs while also preserving 
historic character. While the design guidelines are flexible 
in allowing for sustainable measures, such as solar panels, 
storm windows, and rainwater collection systems, thought 
must be given to the least intrusive method of  installing 
those measures so that they don’t detract from historic 
character. Who says historic buildings can’t be beautiful as 
well as practical!

Zipcar, the world’s leading car-sharing service, 
has come to Knoxville! What’s car-sharing, you 
ask? It’s a service where members can reserve 
cars online 24x7 for as little as a few hours or up 
to several days, without paying the costs of car 
ownership (gas and insurance are included!). 
There are a total of four cars in Knoxville: two 
cars parked downtown on the Gay Street Viaduct, 
and two cars on campus at UT.

Any community member can join online at   
www.zipcar.com/knoxville. once you are a 
member, you can reserve a car for as little as 
an hour or up to 7 days, simply by going online 
or using the smartphone app. each member 
receives a unique Zipcard that locks and unlocks 
the car during reservations. Then, drive away! 
Just be sure to return the car to its designated 
parking space when you’re finished!

To learn more, visit www.zipcar.com/knoxville. 

Meet Zipcar,  
Knoxville’s Newest Green Neighbor!

	  

	  



http://www.fourthandgill.org
P.o. Box 3845
Knoxville, Tennessee 37927-3845

	  
Does this look familiar? It’s a photo from 
1925 of Fanny Park Scruggs and her 
daughter elizabeth. 

Send your guesses to our neighborhood 
historian, Arin Streeter at 
astreeter@breweringramfuller.com or  
check the next newsletter, where we’ll  
reveal the mystery!

Where in the Neighborhood?


