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October is just around the corner!  The Annual Fourth and Gill Halloween Party and Chili Cook-off will be held Halloween Night, Saturday, October 31st - starting at 5 p.m.The Halloween Party and Chili Cook-off is a long-held tradition of the neighborhood and promises to be a wickedly good time for all residents.  Who could forget last years Baby Lobster, Dolly Parton and the many fabulous Republican Governors of Alaska in attendance?Children of all ages are invited to gather, in costume, at the home of Kay Newton - 1006 Luttrell Ave, the pink house at the corner of Luttrell and Caswell. This is a potluck and chili cook-off with veggie and hot dogs, drinks and all the fixings provided by the Neighborhood Organization. Prizes for costumes will be awarded in three categories for children: scariest, funniest and most original. One Prize will also be awarded for best overall adult costume. If you’re not interested in getting into costume, you can enter to win theMaster Chili Chef title. Bring a hearty  sampling of your chili-related culinary skills and if yours is voted the best, you will win a prize and year-long bragging rights! The cook-off and contest will begin at 6:30 pm. Please have all chili entries  in by 6:15 pm. Volunteers to help out with the party and serve as chili cook-offjudges. If you would like lend a hand, please contact Wendy Walker at748-0994 or at wendy.a.walk@gmail.com. So come out and join in the revelry! It’s always a highlight of the season!

photos by Rob Howard

Spooky Fun Again This Halloween!

New BusinessWe would like to welcome some businesses newto the area. This is neither a paid advertisement, nor an endorsement of product or service.
The Parting Shot

News HISTORIC FOURTH & GILL NEWSLETTER www.fourthandgill.org P.O. Box 3845 Knoxville, TN 37927-3845

PillowV - Newly patented face-free pillows in various colors. It’s the brainchild of neighbor Susan Schottin.  For men and women of all ages.  No more "gunky pillows."  For more infocall 865-207-5745, or pillowV.com, or just ask Susan of Eleanor St. or at the Galerie in South Knoxville, 6308 Chapman Hwy. 
The Blue Bean Café (coffee, ice cream, bakery)357-2286 at 3716 Walker Blvd. (by Harby’s)Mon. – Friday  7:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.  Sat. 9 a.m.  –  9 p.m.

Photo provided by Katie RiesVolunteer Caleb Wilson puts some final touches on the quarter-round molding after volunteers installed new floating laminateflooring in the Birdhouse at the Neighborhood Community Center.

Early VotingSept. 2 - 17PotluckSept. 14  6:30 p.m.CUMChosts: Bill Murrah and Betty HenaultDowntown Bike RideSept. 19   10 a.m.Market St.
Potluck October 12   6:30 p.m.CUMC  Host: Virginia DouglasHalloween PartyOctober 31 5 p.m.1006 Luttrell

PotluckNovember 9   6:30 p.mCUMC  Host: Barbara Simpson. 
Holiday Open HouseDec. 6  6 p.m.Location: TBA
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SAVE THE 
DATES!!!

Upcoming Potlucks
• Monday, June 14th (at 

Neighborhood park)

• Monday, July 12th

• Monday, August 9th

All Potlucks are at 6:30 
P.M. and at Central 

Methodist unless posted 
otherwise.

•4th and Gill Yard Sale is 
officially set for Saturday, 
June 12th from 8:00-2:00.

SEE YOU THERE!!

Special Neighborhood Meeting
Wednesday June 2nd, 7 p.m. at Central 

United Methodist
This meeting has been called by the Neighborhood 
Board to discuss the neighborhood's position on the 
10 year plan to end chronic homelessness. This is in 
response to the proposed referendum to terminate the 
10 year plan. It would be great if several people were 
there so that the Board can get as many opinions and 
view points as possible. Hope to see you there!

COME AND CELEBRATE   FLAG 
DAY 

Neighborhood Pot Luck and Lawn Party!!!
 

   JUNE 14th 6:30 p.m.
       Neighborhood  Park

 
MUSIC-HOT DOGS-PLATES-DRINKS PROVIDED

(tea & lemonade)
 

GRILLS will be FIRED UP if you want to bring your own 
hamburgers, steaks or veggie burgers to cook on site

 
Bring your Lawn Games to play and Blankets to throw on the 

ground to picnic or maybe a Lawn Chair to sit back and listen to 
the GREAT music of

 "JUSTIN NIX AND FRIENDS"
 

 BRING A DISH & A NEIGHBOR & HEAD TO THE PARK



2010 Tour of Homes 
Marks 20th Anniversary 
Year with Beauty and 

Pride
By Melynda Whetsel

I had just put Jack to bed and begun grading papers 
when Bob, my husband, and David Massey 
appeared in the hallway. They had just returned from 
the neighborhood board meeting,  and David stood 
there jiggling the change in his pockets and 
shuffling from foot to foot, while
Bob was standing as far behind David as possible—
they were there  to pitch a board idea to me: would I 
chair a Tour of Homes for  Fourth and Gill?? There 
was reason to be nervous: requesting a tour of 
homes was counter to previous board philosophy 
and a venture like this was huge for the fledgling 
historic neighborhood. That was early 1990, I 
agreed to be the chair, and that was the beginning of 
the Fourth and Gill Tour of Homes.  Probably 
because of this history, and especially to honor the 
pioneer spirit that so distinguished Fourth & Gill at 
that point and time, I was determined  to have the 
tour this year—marking the twentieth year of homes 
tours…a history within a history.

And am I ever grateful that we did!! What an 
incredible event—the 2010 Tour of Homes was a 
tremendous success and a tribute to neighborhood. 
We opened our doors to 600 visitors who, once 
again, were awed by beautiful architecture and 
creative spaces and by that old time experience of 
neighborhood.     

There are many people to thank and to give credit: 
especially the tour committee who stepped up to 
begin the entire thing!  spending hours  of time and 
bringing experience and expertise to the job. The 
neighborhood residents who embraced the idea and 
cleaned up on flower bed day, clean up day,  
manicured  their own yards, and bought and sold 
tickets and gave mini tours during the event.  We 

generated more ad dollars than any other tour thanks 
to generosity of our sponsors. Even Mother Nature 
joined in and provided an absolutely beautiful day! 
And, of course, thanks to the homeowners who are 
the heart of the tour—painting, gardening, cleaning, 
and standing on their feet for five hours greeting 
visitors.     

I think it possibly takes 20 years to create an event 
as beautiful and perfect as this past tour was. Like 
the history and patinas that paint the houses we live 
in, the lives and stories of the people who built the 
neighborhood, the 2010 Fourth and Gill Tour of 
Homes reflected time, commitment, and endurance 
to a place. Truly a celebration.
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Bill Pittman has resigned 
from our Neighborhood 
Board because of his 
demanding work schedule, 
including a lot of travel. We 
will miss Bill and appreciate his service on 
the Board. We are grateful that Bill has 
agreed to continue to serve on Neighborhood 
committees. Thank you Bill!
 
Shannon and Mike Reynolds have agreed to 
fill the Board vacancy created by Bill 

Pittman’s resignation. Mike has a 
Master’s Degree in Urban 
Planning from UTK and works 
for MPC doing downtown design. 
Shannon has a Master's Degree in 

Public Health from UTK and works for UT 
Medical Center doing corporate wellness. 
They live at 1014 Eleanor with their son Sam 
and two cats. They enjoy traveling, outdoor 
activities, and spending time with friends and 
family. Congratulations and thank you to our 
new Board members Mike and Shannon!

News in the Nest

Every Saturday at 11 am, the Birdhouse sponsors
Food Not bombs, and organization that works to feed the
homeless in Knoxville.

The first Friday of every months, the Birdhouse also hosts
a local artist. For June, this artist will be Derek Whitlock.
   

   What Am I?
 The Birdhouse is located in the 4th & Gill
 neighborhood (800 N. 4th Ave). The building
 is owned by the neighborhood organization
 and functions as studio space for artists and
 musicians. The downstairs portion is used as
 a gallery, venue, and workshop space.

 

 

What’s Coming Up?

For general information or contacts for the 
Birdhouse:

ART & GENERAL: 
Email birdhouse.laboratories@gmail.com if you have any  
ideas about using the space for an art show, workshop, or 
performance.

MUSIC: 
Email patrick at patrick.ritt@gmail.com. And read our 
blog for bands who want to play here.

Or visit our page on Myspace at the below address:
http://www.myspace.com/birdhouselaboratories
Information on the Birdhouse can also be found at 
www.knoxvillebirdhouse.com

Photo by Sam Talman

Neighborhood 
Board 

Changes

mailto:birdhouse.laboratories@gmail.com
mailto:birdhouse.laboratories@gmail.com
mailto:patrick.ritt@gmail.com
mailto:patrick.ritt@gmail.com
http://www.myspace.com/birdhouselaboratories
http://www.myspace.com/birdhouselaboratories
http://www.myspace.com/birdhouselaboratories
http://www.myspace.com/birdhouselaboratories
http://www.myspace.com/birdhouselaboratories
http://www.myspace.com/birdhouselaboratories
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Welcome!
•   Welcome to Nina Martyris , 
who recently moved from 
Bombay , India . She is married to 
Elias Fernandez, who is a bio-
physicist and on the faculty at UT. 
The newly-weds live at 1031 
Luttrell. Nina loves to read and 
travel. She is enjoying the 
spectacle of spring in Fourth & 
Gill and was happy to learn about 
the history of the neighborhood by 
going on the Home Tour. She can’t 
wait for her first autumn in the 
United States!  Nina is a journalist 
with a background in English 
literature and journalism.  She has 
worked for The Times of India and  
has agreed to serve as a volunteer 
reporter for our Fourth & Gill 
Newsletter. Nina is a great person 
to contact about news of neighbors 
and neighbors who are new to our 
neighborhood.

•    Welcome to Piper Mullins, 
who lives at 1214 Luttrell Street. 
Piper works at the UT Library and 
is taking graduate classes. She is a 
graduate of Penn State in French 
and Women's Studies. Enjoys 
gardening and has already pitched 
in for clean-up days.

•Welcome to Emily Smith, at 941 
Luttrell St, Apt B. Emily is a new 
employee at the UT Trial Gardens.

•   Welcome to Pete & Celeste on 
Caswell Street, who were also at 
the spring clean up day.

•   Welcome to Josh and Jess 
Wright and their son Will, who 
have recently moved to 726 Deery  
Street. The Wrights are architects, 
but they have several other artistic 
career pursuits, one of which is 
Cool CorC (www.coolcorc.com). 
They design and produce a 
multitude of products using 
natural cork, many of which are 
available at the Market Square 
Farmer's Market on Saturday 
mornings. Be sure to welcome 
them to the neighborhood!

•   Erin Donnell and Aaron 
Pennington are soon-to-be 
neighbors as work progresses on 
their house at 935 Eleanor Street. 
Many of you saw their beautiful 
house on this year's home tour. 
Aaron has lived in the 
neighborhood since 2003, but Erin 
is totally new, so make sure to 
welcome both into their new home 
on Eleanor Street!

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Bill Murrah! 
On April 17, 2010,  Bill , one of 
the pioneers of Fourth and Gill,  
was awarded the Community 
Shares "Heart of Change" Award. 

The award honors a person who 
fights injustice by organizing 
communities into strong, vocal 
groups at the grassroots level. 
They couldn't have chosen  a 
better person. Bill's contribution 
toward empowering the poor and 
working classes in Knoxville has 
been exemplary. For many years 
he has worked tirelessly with 
Legal Aid. Bill has lived in Fourth 
& Gill since the early 1970's and 
worked at the Neighborhood 
Center . He has organized projects 
that  pulled Fourth & Gill from its 
downhill slide into a slum-scape 
of raw sewage and shabby 
houses and set it on course to 
become the beautiful and friendly 
neighborhood that it is now. 
Today, it’s the kind of space that 
he dreamed of and worked so hard 
to achieve: a friendly 
neighborhood of people playing  
and singing on their porches, 
sidewalks bursting with red bud, 
yummy potlucks and its very own 
home tour. Bill Murrah and his 
wife Betty Henault live on 1111 
Gratz. So to them both, a 
heartfelt ‘Gratzia’!

Friends and Neighbors
This section of the Newsletter is designated to those neighbors who 
work hard and make 4th & Gill look its best. It is also assigned to 
welcome those neighbors that are new to our wonderful area.

If you would like to submit a blurb 
about yourself or a fellow neighbor 
for this section, feel free to email 
that to editor Sam Talman with a 

little background information about 
the neighbor. Thanks!

http://www.coolcorc.com/
http://www.coolcorc.com/
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!e Story of the 
Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization 

(Now 40 Years Old!)
A Continuing Series:  Part  Three

 . . . continued on following page

(CN): What happened when a member moved?
(BH): !e members received payment of equity when they 
le" the Co-op. However, the equity was limited to no more 
than $500.00 plus small interest, which assured that the Co-op 
would always consist of low and moderate income members. 
Ours was the #rst limited equity Housing Co-op in Tennessee 
and may still be the only one in the State.

(CN): What early challenges did the Co-op face?
(BH): In 1981 the Co-op almost su$ered a major set back. 
We planned to rent out the houses during the World’s Fair in 
1982 to help #nance the Co-op. !e houses were ready to rent, 
but the World’s Fair was a bust for lots of people, including 
our Co-op. Fortunately, the City Community Development 
O%ce, which administered the CDBG grant, carried the Co-op 
through those hard times and helped it to survive #nancially.

From the beginning we knew that we had an uphill struggle. 
We learned that 50 units were required to hire a full-time man-
ager and maintenance sta$. We had far fewer than 50 units. We 
were all determined to make the Housing Co-op succeed. Fortu-
nately, early dedicated Co-op members shared our commitment.

(CN): Why was the Co-op important to you?
(BH): By renovating dilapidated houses, the Neighborhood 
Organization saved houses and provided low and moderate 
income people an attractive and secure place to live.

It is important to maintain a mix of income in the neigh-
borhood. !e Co-op allowed its members to develop skills, 
become active citizens and future homeowners.

In 1979 the federal Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
o!ce sponsored an anti-displacement conference at the request 
of the Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization. Other inner-
city neighborhoods also participated. Our neighborhood had 
the idea of a Knoxville Housing Co-operative (Co-op) for low 
and moderate income people. We hoped to provide a way for 
long-time residents of our neighborhood to be able to stay a"er 
gentri#cation.

I.  Interview with Betty Henault. Betty is a teacher with the 
Knox County schools system and lives at 1111 Gratz with 
her husband, Bill Murrah: 

(CN): How did you get involved with the Housing Co-op?
(BH): I started working at the Fourth & Gill Neighborhood 
Center late in 1979 as a Vista and worked with several pro-
grams. When our Neighborhood decided to start a Housing 
Co-op, I was the Co-op Development Coordinator. A Neigh-
borhood Committee worked with me. !e City, Knoxville 
Legal Aid, and the Community Design Center also helped.
 
(CN): How did the Housing Co-op work?
(BH): Originally there were four houses for a total of nine 
units. Residents were selected by running ads, receiving 
applications, and personal interviews by the Neighborhood 
Committee. 

I served as the #rst Co-op manager. As residents moved 
into the houses, they became members of the Co-op. !ey 
conducted interviews for additional residents.  Co-op mem-
bers owned shares. !is provided the members security for 
living in the house as long as they abided by the membership 
agreement. !ey also had a voice in running the Co-op and 
the bene#t of the Co-op doing the maintenance. Normal 
maintenance costs were included in the monthly charge to 
members. Members were the Co-op Board, which later hired 
a part-time Co-op manager.

Knoxville Housing Cooperative:
Fourth and Gill’s Response to
Displacement of Low and
Moderate Income Residents
—by Carol Nickle and Betty Henault

The Housing Co-op currently owns seven houses. 
This one is located at 930 Gratz St.
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!e Knoxville Housing Cooperative
. . . continued from previous page

II. Interview with Charlie Blair. Charlie is a consultant 
who now works on HUD projects:

(CN): When did you become a member of the Co-op?
(CB):: We were the second or third family in the Co-op. !e 
apartment at 516 Lovenia drew me to the Co-op, which at that 
time was still under the Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organiza-
tion. Later the Co-op met the threshold and elected a Board 
with the help of Betty Henault, Dave Linge, and Bill Murrah. 
!e Co-op Board met once a month. I became President, and 
later became the Business Manager (received no pay but rent 
and costs were waived). We all contributed to the property tax. 
In 1987, we le" the Co-op and purchased a house on Luttrell. 
!e Luttrell St. house had lead paint in it. We could not rehabilitate 
it while my young son was living there, so we moved to Louisville. 

(CN): What were the biggest challenges? 
(CB): As a Co-op member, I became 
active in management as the Neighbor-
hood Committee turned over respon-
sibility to us. We did what we could to 
help with drug problems (closing a drug 
house on Gratz) and other neighborhood 
issues. We had to deal with evictions 
and keeping the Co-op #nancially a$oat. 
We used the proceeds from two houses 
(in Old North Knoxville) donated by 
Gene Monday to rehabilitate two others. 
We got a federal grant to #nish the work.

(CN): What are the bene#ts of a Housing Co-op?
(CB): A Co-op strengthens the overall neighborhood structure 
and helps other neighborhoods (such as Parkridge) by showing 
what can be done. 

III. Interview with Kevin Pickle, who works at UPS and lives in 
the Co-op at 708 Eleanor with his wife, Caoilte, and their dog 
Jango.

(CN): How are you involved with the Co-op?
(KP):  I have served as President and Treasurer.

(CN): How does the Housing Co-op operate now?
(KP): We have monthly meetings. Six of those are Board meet-
ings. !e Board is composed of a President, Treasurer, Secretary, 
Maintenance Coordinator, Membership Coordinator, and two 

additional representatives. Someone from each house must be 
present at each Board meeting. !e other six meetings require 
attendance by someone from each unit/apartment. !ere are 
seven houses with 12 units. To be a Co-op member, one must 
maintain a certain level of participation.  

When a vacancy occurs, those interested in becoming a 
member of the Co-op submit an application. We check refer-
ences. Applicants are interviewed by members who report their 
recommendations to the Board. !e Board makes the decision on 
new members. !e Co-op has a waiting list and does not need to 
advertise for members. When you join the Co-op, you pay a fee. 
When you leave, the Co-op buys your share back (if you leave the 
rental unit in good shape).

(CN): Who are the members in general?
(KP):  !e Co-op seems to be a magnet for people who gravitate 
toward non-pro#t organizations or public service. Currently three 
families with children are members. 

(CN): What is the greatest hardship for 
the Co-op today?
(KP): !e biggest challenge is similar to 
those faced by other non-pro#t organiza-
tions run by volunteers. Members will 
seem enthusiastic and motivated, but if 
it’s a cold rainy winter or a pretty summer, 
people want to do other things. !ey may 
commit to do a task, but then something 
else, like a vacation, will take them away. 
It is hard to maintain a consistent level of 
enthusiasm within the membership.

(CN): What are some of the accomplishments?
(KP): We are close to paying o% some of the mortgages and are 
working on a #rm #nancial basis. Last year we added the Mainte-
nance Coordinator as a Co-op Board member. We hired a home 
inspector to get a comprehensive list of maintenance needs for 
each house so that we could prioritize the work that needed to be 
done. !e Gratz Street house was in the worst shape and its needs 
were at the top of the list, so we used our proceeds to make  repairs 
to that house. We are getting to each house as we can #nancially. 

(CN): What are the advantages of the Co-op?
(KP): Many Co-op members become homeowners. Being a 
member of the Co-op provides experience with the worst parts of 
being a homeowner and a renter all rolled into one — you are still 
responsible for getting repairs done on your unit, but the decision 
has to be rati#ed by a group of 7-12 people. When you get ready 
to buy a home, you know all the things that can go wrong. !e 
Co-op is a phenomenal training ground for people interested in 
buying a house.

!

!e Story of the 
Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization 

The Co-op house at 930 Gratz has recently been renovated.
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∑
!e Story of the 

Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization 

National Register of Historic 
Places: Neighborhood-Saving 
Work Brings New Alliances

  hange was happening slowly in Fourth & Gill in the 
 early 80’s. New folks were moving in, houses were being
 repaired and some even restored. Individuals who had 
been active for over a decade in neighborhood a!airs were 
going in di!erent directions personally and professionally. 
Ronald Reagan was elected president and the amount of 
federal dollars for inner city work was drying up. Real estate 
sales were stagnant while interest rates for homebuying were 
hovering around 12%.  During this period the composition 
of the neighborhood board signi"cantly changed. New home- 
owners concerned about their investments, enthralled by the 
architecture and believing downtown Knoxville had a future 
began to assert a stronger leadership role. #e "rst fruit of this 
new leadership was the National Register listing.

Lengthy documentation and nomination process

Beginning in 1984 two neighborhood residents, Richard 
Strange and Bob Whetsel, began the tedious work of de"n-
ing the boundaries of the historic district and 
documenting the architectural resources. #is 
was done with consultation and support from 
Ann Bennett of the Metropolitan Planning 
Commission and a DOS-based personal com-
puter Richard borrowed from the University of 
Tennessee. What emerged from this e!ort was 
a nomination of late 19th & early 20th century 
American homes that transitioned from 
Victorians in the south to bungalows in the 
north. #e area identi"ed contained a total of 
292 structures, with 275 of those contributing 
to the signi"cance of the district. 

#is research illuminated the fact that 
the houses in Fourth & Gill, though o$en in 
rough shape, constituted a very intact record of 
Knoxville’s early suburban development. 

C

A$er one extensive rewrite, local and state preservation sta!s 
were comfortable with the document and were prepared to sup-
port the nomination. With these endorsements in hand, Strange 
and Whetsel took the document to the neighborhood board for 
endorsement. By a unanimous vote of the few people still active 
on the board, the motion was approved and the nomination was 
then submitted to the Tennessee Historic Commission for review 
in the fall of 1985. #e nomination was accepted at the state level 
and sent to Washington for "nal approval. Fourth & Gill was 
on its way to becoming a National Register District. #is news 
was reported in the local press, and while some neighborhood 
residents were ecstatic, others were shocked. 

“Creative tension” and finding common ground

At the next board meeting there were a multitude of people 
in attendance who were concerned about this action which 
would appear to strengthen the momentum of gentri"cation. 
#e upshot of that meeting was that a number of people who 
had been active in the previous decade came back to the orga-
nization as active members. Over the next several years there 
was o$en a creative tension in the air as issues were debated 
and decisions were made but residents, old & new, found a 
way to work through the divisive issues and unite on common 
ground. #is transition and reenergizing process was the "rst 
of several bene"ts that the National Register listing brought to 
the neighborhood.

Historic District brings shelter from interstate encroachment

Moving forward, the next great bene"t was the protection it 
gave the neighborhood in dealing with the Federal govern-
ment as the process of rebuilding I-40 in downtown Knoxville 
began. #e project that came to be known as Smart"x40 was 
a massive undertaking, but properties within the boundaries 
of the historic district were not touched. As a national historic 

district, federal law de"ned the working 
process for state and federal agencies rebuild-
ing the road. #is allowed the Neighborhood 
Freeway Committee access to the process with 
TDOT and the opportunity to work construc-
tively towards a solution that would solve 
various transportation issues and enhance the 
neighborhood. 

Houses saved through preservation tax credits

#e availability of federal preservation tax 
credits was another great bene"t of the 
recognition. #e wise use of this economic 
tool has impacted a few neighborhood proper-
ties through the years, but arguably the most 
important application was for the preservation 

!e Fourth and Gill 
Historic District 
was placed on the 
National Register 
of Historic Places 
in 1986. !is action brought change, preservation, 
controversy and ultimately strength to the community. 

—by Bob Whetsel

 . . . continued on following page
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∑
!e Story of the 

Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization 

  he tradition of our neighborhood tour of homes began 
in early 1990 as the neighborhood was battling TDOT in 
regard to freeway expansion and was struggling to !nd

help and recognition to assist in that battle. How could we 
get the attention of the entire neighborhood, city govern-
ment, and citizens of Knoxville to come to our defense — 
to help us save a historic piece of the city that had long been 
forgotten? 

"e answer was: show it o#!! Let the world know what 
has been happening here in the inner city, right beside the 
freeway. And Voila!! A tour of homes! With much fear and 
uncertainty, six brave souls began meeting and planning 
the biggest party they had ever planned, and a$er hours of 
volunteer e#ort, and the hospitality of even braver folks who 
opened their homes for the event, we all waited through a 
sleepless night and in breathless anticipation to see if anyone 
would come to our party. 

First home tour draws 1,000 people!

On Saturday, September 22, 1990, we proudly opened our 
doors to 1,000 curious visitors who came to discover their 
grandmother’s home, sit on real front porches, rub their 
hands over old oak mantles, look at period furniture and 
light !xtures, rediscover history. One thousand people!! 
Amazing!! Our party was a huge success — and it has contin-
ued for 20 years. During these 20 years, there have been 13 
tours, and 72 homes and churches have been opened to the 
public! 

Visitors keep coming to experience quality, history, people

People continue to tour Historic Fourth and Gill because it 
is a truly unique Knoxville place that gets better with age. 
Most of the homes are now over 100 years old; a rarity in 
our throw away culture. Visitors experience high qual-
ity original cra$smanship and painstaking restorations, 
they delight in the way old spaces have been adapted into 
contemporary spaces, they connect to family history and 
community history and to the warmth and friendliness of 
the people. 

In the early years, tourists o$en said that we were 
Knoxville’s best kept secret, but the secret is out. "e Dogwood 
Arts Festival describes Fourth and Gill as a “premiere historic 
district,” we have received awards from Knox Heritage, MPC, 
both city and county governments, and we have achieved the 
recognition we originally sought as a place that is beautiful 
and vital to this city. 

T

National Register of 
Historic Places
. . . continued from previous page

of the Turret House at 1003 Luttrell St. "is large formerly 
grand house was almost totally destroyed by !re in September 
of 1989 and became a vacant shell of a structure. However, as 
fall moved to winter a small group of neighborhood property 
owners formed a partnership to rebuild the house using the 
Secretary of the Interior’s guidelines and federal tax credits. 
"ough not without its problems, the project was an unquali-
!ed architectural and !nancial success. Without the bene!t of 
the tax credits and a group of committed neighbors, that project 
would not have happened and that lot in the center of the com-
munity would have gone vacant with a very uncertain future.

Keeping “transformative work” moving forward

Finally, along with secure boundaries and tax credits the 
National Register listing gave Fourth & Gill a new visibility in 
the Knoxville community. It was now recognized by others as a 
special place with a unique history that was worthy of preserva-
tion. As time moved forward, more people in Knoxville began 
to become acquainted with this upstart inner city neighborhood 
that had become a National Historic District. It served as further 
notice that this century old part of town was alive, healthy and 
still making history. "e transformative work that had begun 
some 15 years earlier had taken another large step when Fourth 
& Gill was placed on the National Register in 1986. 

Tour of Homes Marks 20 Years of 
Celebrating — and Protecting —
Our Neighborhood
—by Melynda Whetsel

A few of the 72 houses that have appeared on the 13 Tours of Homes since 1990.
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Knox Heritage and Fourth & Gill
By Sara Martin

Support 4th and Gill and Knox Heritage at the same 
time! On July 17th, our historic neighborhood will 
play host to one of Knox Heritage's popular 
fundraisers, the Summer Suppers. The supper will be 
held at 800 Luttrell Street, in the old church that now 
serves as a photography studio for Charlie Brooks. The 
event will be a covered dish church dinner in the 
sanctuary where old family recipes are reinvented and 
served family style. Before dinner, enjoy a signature 
vintage cocktail and savory summer appetizers or pick 
up some props and disguises and get your portrait 
made in the photo booth. Throw in some live folk 
music and a modern dessert sampler to finish off an 
unforgettable evening! There is room for 66 guests and 
52 tickets have already been purchased. The dinner 
costs $75 a person, all proceeds go to benefit Knox 
Heritage, an organization that works hard to preserve 
the beautiful character of neighborhoods like ours! To 
purchase tickets, visit http://www.knoxheritage.org/
node/153.

News is published four times a year by the Fourth and 
Gill Neighborhood Organization. If you have questions, 

comments, suggestions, or submissions contact the 
editor, Sam Talman, at stalman@ymail.com

The 4th and Gill Neighborhood and the

surrounding areas are home to many 

businesses. While ads are in the newsletter, 

the 4th and Gill Neighborhood Organization 

does not officially endorse these businesses.

Yard Sale Time in Tennessee

• The Fourth and Gill Social Committee is 
inviting you to participate our neighborhood 
yard sale. Signs will be made for this sale, 
along with a print add in the News Sentinel.

When: Saturday June 12th
Time: 8am-2pm

It's time to clean out the attic or basement 
and make a little money on that crystal vase 
your kids got you! Please join our 
neighborhood in a multi-family/multi-house 
yard sale. 

Tips for Sellers:

• Price high but expect to bargain down:
For example price that old lamp from Ikea at 
$20 but expect to get $10 for it.

• Sell bags of items:
If you have clothes, toys or multiples of 
things, sell everything in a bag for one price

• Keep customers happy by offering 
something free:
Lemonade/water, or even a gift with 
purchase (something you don't think you'll 
ever be able to sell!)

• Display your items:
Use a table, or your front porch to nicely 
display your items for sale. Categorize your 
pieces and make sure the price is clearly 
labeled on each item.

• Money:
Have lot's of change handy!

Questions?
Email Shannon Reynolds @ 
tnshannon@gmail. com 

http://www.knoxheritage.org/node/153
http://www.knoxheritage.org/node/153
http://www.knoxheritage.org/node/153
http://www.knoxheritage.org/node/153
mailto:stalman@ymail.com
mailto:stalman@ymail.com
mailto:tnshannon%40gmail.com
mailto:tnshannon%40gmail.com
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Social
 by Melynda Whetsel

It’s hard to believe that it's time to 
think holidays, but it is!! Fourth & 
Gill Neighborhood Holiday Open 
House is scheduled for Sunday, 
December 5 from 6pm-9pm. This 
event ushers in the holidays as 
neighbors open their homes for a 
bit of food, drink and cheer.  
Sean and Sarah Martin, 1121 
Eleanor Street,  have already 
offered their home, we need 2 or 3 
other homes to complete the 
loop. The neighborhood 
organization helps sponsor each 
host by providing $50 for goodies. 
If you are interested in opening 
your home please call Melynda 
Whetsel at 521-7155. This is not a 
tour, just a meet and greet with 
neighbors and friends as we 
welcome in the holiday season.

Communications
  By Gavin Luter

The Communications Committee 
would like to officially welcome its 
new members and say thank-you 
for the continued service of our 
current members.  Welcome to 
Sara Martin, Brandon Pace, 
Melynda Whetsel, Piper Mullins, 
and Ellen Lee.  Thanks to Sam 
Talman and Bill Pittman for 
continuing to work on the 
newsletter and e-mail lists / 
website updates, respectively.  At 

our meeting last month, we 
discussed how to best take care of 
and improve the A-Frames, the 
possibility of running a blog to 
update residents about upcoming 
public meetings and opportunities 
to get involved in the 
neighborhood, and how to ensure 
that our neighborhood has a voice 
when it wants one about issues that 
concern our neighborhood.  As a 
result of this meeting, the 
Communications Committee 
would like to REQUEST YOUR 
HELP with these things:

-    Coalition of reporters: 
Making sure noteworthy 
neighborhood events and 
issues get covered (new 
neighbors, 4th and Gill special 
events, special 
announcements)

-    Proofreader for the 
newsletter: Done quarterly 
on a 2-3 day turn-around 
time.

-    Representatives at 
meetings: If there is a 
meeting about a focus area of 
interest to the neighborhood 
(education, downtown 
neighborhoods, the 
Birdhouse, etc.), we’d like to 
make sure we have someone 
attending to report back to the 
board and decide if there is 
anything that needs action 
from the neighborhood. 

-    Blog writers: To update 
neighbors on issues from 
meetings or happenings in the 
‘hood.

If you’re interested in any of these, 
please e-mail the Communications 
Chair, Gavin Luter 
(luterg@unitedwayknox.org).  
Thanks for your help and 
continued interest in making our 
neighborhood a great place to live!

Parks and 
Beautification

by Melynda Whetsel

Saturday, December 4 is the 
official dogwood tree-planting day 
for Dogwood Arts' Bazillion 
Blooms. Fourth & Gill Parks & 
Beeaotification Committee will 
purchase trees in advance from 
Dogwood Arts and plant those 
trees on December 4. If you are 
interested in purchasing a dogwood 
tree for your own yard or making 
a contribution to the neighborhood 
dogwood walking trail, contact 
Gordon Coker 
(gordoncoker@bellsouth.net) or 
Melynda Whetsel 
(artgoddeess@comcast.net). We 
have already received 4 orders 
from neighbors, one of whom is 
donating the tree to the 
neighborhood! Enhance your yard 
and the landscape of the 
neighborhood by participating--
purchase now and plant on 
December 4!!

C o m m i t t e e  U p d a t e s

mailto:luterg@unitedwayknox.org
mailto:luterg@unitedwayknox.org
mailto:gordoncoker@bellsouth.net
mailto:gordoncoker@bellsouth.net
mailto:artgoddeess@comcast.net
mailto:artgoddeess@comcast.net
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www.historicknoxville.com
P.O. Box 3845
Knoxville, TN 37927-3845

Business Update
by Gerald Huggins

It’s the time of the year to get out and look at home repairs that you need help with. We have 
been working on homes since 1956. We offer dependable top quality work at affordable prices 
because we don’t have to travel far to get to your house. We do all types of work and here is a 
list of some of them: Kitchen and Bathroom remodeling from start to finish, gutter installing 
and clean out, installing siding and painting interior and exterior, dry wall and plaster work, 
soffit, floor repairs, decks and sunrooms, screen porches, plumbing work and electrical work 
also. We also can remove and install metal or shingle roofs. Please call if you need a special 
job done. Thanks!

Huggins’ Remodeling Service
932 Eleanor Street
Office: 865.525.9867
Cell: 865.382.5905

http://www.histrociknoxville.com
http://www.histrociknoxville.com

