
The Birdhouse Community Garden is a free 
and open space available to anyone interested in 
growing their own food. It is located 
across from The Birdhouse 
at our neighborhood 
namesake of  Fourth and 
Gill. The garden has 
been “growing” for 
3 years on a lot where 
once the Victorian-
era “Old Governor’s 
Mansion” stood; the 
mansion burned in the 
1990s. 

Individuals or groups can have a plot of  their 
own, free of  charge. Everyone is encouraged 
to work, plant, and grow their own food, and 
the garden is always open. Half  of  the garden 
space is communal, which means that all produce 
is free for anyone who needs or wants it. 
Interested neighbors are welcome to contact the 
Birdhouse Community at https://www.facebook.
com/BirdhouseCommunityGarden with workshop 
ideas, offers to volunteer, suggestions, material 
donations, or to just come by and visit!

The Friendship Garden is another communal 
garden space located at the corner of  Fourth 
and Morgan. As with other community gardens, 
the space is free to anyone interested. Presently, 
there are two families with garden plots growing 
a wide range of  vegetables and herbs. Residents 
of  the Martha A. Withers Friendship House also 
maintain a plot at the garden. 

The families who are currently using the garden 
plots focus on all natural methods for gardening. 
They use no pesticides, weeds are pulled, and any 
plants that grow on their own are nurtured where 

they “volunteer.” Any seeds that they do 
not propagate themselves are purchased 

from local greenhouses or the farmers’ market. 
There are plans to plant sunflower seeds as part 
of  the Labor Day Sunflower project. For more 
information go to: https://www.facebook.com/
LaborDaySunflower. 

Save the Date

AUGUST
 

Monday 11 
Potluck, 6:30pm, CUMC

Monday 18 
Board Meeting 

7:00pm, Birdhouse

 
SEPTEMBER

 
Monday 8 

Potluck Picnic 
6:30pm, 4th & Gill Park

Monday 15 
Board Meeting 

7:00pm, Birdhouse

 
OCTOBER

 
Saturday 11 
Fall Clean-Up 

9:00am, Caswell Circle

Saturday 18 
ARToberfest

Monday 20 
Board Meeting,  

7:00pm, Birdhouse

Friday 31 
Halloween Party  

& Chili Cookoff, 5:00pm, 
Kay Newton’s House, 

1006 Luttrell
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when did you decide to start renovations on the Broadway building?
A year and a half  ago, I was summonsed to the City County building as a witness in a home burglary case. During the noon lunch 
break, an auction for the Broadway building took place outside the courtroom. I was the only bidder and subsequently became 
the new owner. At the time, I did not realize the extent of  renovation that was needed, but after inspecting the property, it was 
obvious that each unit needed a complete restoration. The biggest problem was water damage from rain, and I doubt the building 
would have survived much longer if  the leaks were not fixed. I started by replacing the roof  almost immediately after purchasing 
the building. 

what was your vision for the project?
My plan was simple: to take one step at a time to renovate the building so that it might attract quality renters. I received a 
lot of  help, including help from many in the neighborhood. Thanks to a façade grant from our city’s Community Development 
Department, the building has new windows, doors, and exterior lighting. Only the K Brew space has a fully renovated interior. The 
small center right space (previously Pups and Pals) has been gutted and rebuilt as a shell with new walls and a new bathroom, 
ready for a tenant to customize for a business.

Do you have any future plans?
Three units are currently occupied by K Brew, Vacuum Shop Studios (artist studios), and La Tienda (services targeted to the 
Guatemalan community). My immediate plans are to find renters for the two vacant spaces and to begin renovations on the 
anchor center space. Renovations will be customized to fit the needs of  the renters and their business plans. I would love to see 
an upscale furniture or gift store similar to Bliss in the anchor space. In the smaller space, I imagine and hope for something like 
a carryout food or dessert business. I will be happy to pass along any future business plans, when I learn about them. 

How did you get into the business of renting homes in the neighborhood?
Honestly, I stumbled into renting homes. I bought one or two rentals 10 years ago and learned a few things—sometimes the 
hard way. When the foreclosure crisis hit in 2008, the investment attracted me, and I began making it my work. I began to really 
enjoy what I do. The biggest attraction for me is the renters. I enjoy meeting them and having a working relationship with them. I 
am truly fortunate to be working with them—they are some very good people.

Do you have any comments regarding the award you recently received?
The award was from the city’s Community Development Department for the façade improvement of  the building. The façade 

improvement grant from the city was a big gift for me, the building, and our 
neighborhood. I could list about 50 names responsible for the project. But the city’s 
Community Development Department, Eason Architecture, and the commercial 
contractor Christopoulos and Kennedy made it happen.

Q
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Patrick McInturff, a 15-year Fourth and Gillian, moved to Knoxville to attend college and later to receive his 
MBA from the University of Tennessee. After living in washington, DC, for some years, Patrick returned to 
Knoxville in 1984 and hasn’t left. Many of us know Patrick as the developer of the Broadway building called the 
Vacuum Shop or the K Brew building, but here is a bit of insight into his history and his vision for the area.

Get to Know Your Neighbor: Patrick McInturff!

Q
A&

before

after
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Mural, Mural on the wall by Arin Streeter

With the Glenwood Avenue bridge over First Creek 
reopening soon, be sure to take the opportunity to 
visit the Sixth Avenue Mural. The brainchild of  longtime 
Parkridge resident Lynne Sullivan, the mural takes what 
was just a noisy highway underpass, once little more 
than a magnet for trash and graffiti, and converted it to 
a source of  community pride. 

Parkridge neighborhood spearheaded fundraising and 
grant writing and held an artist competition. The winning 
artist was Per-Ole Lind, a native of  Denmark, who at 
the time lived in East Knoxville. His design, however, 
wasn’t what the organizers had originally expected. In 
the competition guidelines, suggested themes for the 
mural included the old trolley system, the architecture 
of  George Barber, and Standard Knitting Mill. Lind 
took a more iconic approach with his bold typographic 
representations of  each of  the surrounding historic 
neighborhoods—one panel each for Parkridge, 
Old North, and Fourth and Gill, and a final panel for 
Knoxville, Tennessee. 

But what appeared on paper was just the idea; the 
real task would be to turn that idea into a reality. An 
enormous reality.

More 
than 60 
volunteers 
helped over 
a 6-week period 
to paint the mural. 
Each of  the four panels 
measures in at 30-feet wide by 25-feet tall. Ladders, 
scaffolding, and painting poles had to be used to apply 
the three layers of  colored paint. After the painting 
was completed, everything was coated with an acrylic 
varnish and an anti-graffiti coating. 

The mural did much more than beautify a blighted 
underpass—it has brought neighbors together, 
and proves that determined individuals can make a 
difference in their community. 

	  

Fourth and Gill Mural is one of four neighborhood markers at the underpass on Glenwood Avenue.

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 

This past April, we said farewell to 
John and Judith Neff of 811 Gratz. 

Both were consistently active in the 
neighborhood since moving to Fourth 
& Gill in 2006, with Judith serving as 
neighborhood board president, from 
2012 through the end of last year. 
They moved to Ohio to be closer to 

family but will continue to have  
friends here for many years  

to come.
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Edwin Rowland Lutz and Edith Atkin were 
married on Valentine’s Day in 1917. With this 
event, George Lafayette Ault, first cousin to 
Edith’s father C.B., and John Moses Goddard, 
second cousin of  Ned’s grandfather Robert 
Houston Armstrong, were suddenly related, 
though they surely had no idea. Why does it 
matter? In 1907, after the death of  his wife, 
John Goddard found a house to rent with his 
three grown daughters. As it happened, the 
house they found was my house, which at that time had just 
been completed by George L. Ault. So these two men, who 
a decade later would become distant cousins by marriage, 
also were related by a house.

Is that possible? Can you be related by a house? Or can 
houses be related to each other? That same Robert Houston 
Armstrong built Bleak House (now Confederate Memorial 
Hall) on Kingston Pike. His father Drury P. Armstrong 
had built Crescent Bend, and his daughter Adelia and her 
husband John Edwin Lutz built Westwood, now the home 
of  Knox Heritage. All three houses are now museums, and 
their stories are familiar, or at least knowable—you can 
find people to tell them to you, if  you ask. Fourth and Gill’s 
houses, nearly all still used as residences, don’t regularly 
have costumed docents to invite you in and tell you their 
stories. That doesn’t mean, of  course, that they don’t have 
some interesting ones; neither does it mean that they may 
not be related to stories we may already know.

One such house still stands at 927 Luttrell Street. If  I were 
going to name it, I’d call it the Scharringhaus House, after 
Edward and Frances Scharringhaus, who built it in 1899. 
It’s an impressive house today, if  not totally architecturally 
consistent—a 1920s porch replaced the original Victorian 
version—and it was intended to be impressive. Built in the 
newly fashionable suburb of  North Knoxville, it represented 
the success of  E.H. Sharringhaus’ wholesale clothing 
business, Gillespie Shields & Co., located on Gay Street 
just south of  the rail yards. Turreted and bay-windowed, 
painted in many colors, the Scharringhaus’ sizable abode 
was also home to their one son, Ralph.

A mile and a half  to the 
east still stands another 
house, proudly and stolidly 
occupying its hilltop since 
1858. Named Pine Hill 
Cottage by its builder, 
Joseph Alexander Mabry, it 
was occupied at the time by 
his daughter Alice Evelyn, 
her husband Rush Strong 
Hazen, and their children. 
Rush Hazen ran a wholesale 
grocery only about a block 
from Edward Scharringhaus’ 
factory. Both indivduals were 
entrepreneurs in a small city 
where someone could rise in this era of  industrialization—
like Scharringhaus, from the son of  a German immigrant to 
a prominent and wealthy industrialist. But they didn’t run in 
the same social circles. As far as that could go, Knoxville, 
still barely 100 years old itself, the Mabrys and Hazens were 
old families, with wealth derived from their vast inherited 
landholdings. It’s tempting to ascribe familial personalities 
to their houses—while the Scharringhaus House was 
bedecked in modern millwork and colored paints, the 
Mabry-Hazen House remained a relic from another era, 
substance over fashion, severe in its symmetry, painted as 
it always had been in a sedate shade of  white. Alice was the 
epitome of  a Victorian lady, easily scandalized by worldly 
discussions, sheltering her daughters with the family’s past, 
raising them to be ladies. While the Scharringhauses were 
building their showy new house in the suburbs, the Hazen 

Related by Blood and Brick  
by Arin Streeter

Mabry-Hazen has much 
more of a story, notably 

during the Civil war, 
when it was occupied 
by both the Union and 
Confederate Armies. 
It’s open for tours 

wednesdays through 
Saturdays and will be 
hosting Boomsday, 

Bluegrass, and Barbeque 
on August 30. Go to 

www.mabryhazen.com 
for more information.

Mabry-Hazen House
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girls were served dinner on imported family china in the 
dining room built by their grandfather.

A doting father, Rush Hazen showed especial preference to 
his youngest daughter, Evelyn. Pictures of  her apparently 
don’t do her justice. While she seems to peer from portraits 
with a sense of  vague disinterest, she was known in her 
youth as a striking beauty—porcelain skin, dark hair, and 
green eyes. And as a female contemporary put it, “she was 
really built, if  you know what I mean.” Entering the University 
of  Tennessee in 1914 at age 15, having spent her life until 
that point in a rigorously controlled environment, this was a 
recipe for trouble. Her cousin Fleming Hazen was in Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon fraternity, and they took her under their 
wing. One brother, Russ Lindsay, star of  the football team, 
showered Evelyn with attention, but another brother had 
become determined that she would be his girl, embarking 
on a concerted effort to undermine Russ; this man was 
Ralph Scharringhaus.

By the spring of  1917, Evelyn professed to be in love with 
Ralph, and he asked her to marry him as soon as he finished 
school and was established in business. Evelyn assumed 
that meant that they were engaged. Ralph left for the Army 
in 1918 and wrote her nearly every day. He returned to 
Knoxville in 1919 and earned his degree, being quickly 
promoted to general manager at Gillespie Shields after his 
father suffered a severe nervous breakdown. Ralph bought 
expensive clothes and cars, joined Cherokee Country Club, 
and bought $30,000 worth of  stock in Gillespie Shields with 
his own personal profits. Still, he told Evelyn he needed 
to “get his feet on the ground” before they could afford 
a home of  their own. Around this time, he began arguing 

to Evelyn that they already had a “secret 
marriage,” and seduced her into a physical 
relationship. Wedding dates in 1924 and 
1925 slipped by as Evelyn learned that 
Ralph never spoke to her father about it. 
Years dragged on. By 1932, realizing that 
she no longer had any illusions of  a happy 
married life with Ralph, she determined that 
she would tell her father, in hopes that he 
would resolve the situation by forcing Ralph 
to marry her and at least salvage her social 
standing. Instead, Rush Hazen’s sudden 

death in June of  that year threw Evelyn into hopelessness 
and desperation, plotting Ralph’s murder. Her family, trying 
to mitigate potential scandal, had her committed to Eastern 
State Hospital for a month, and Ralph, warned by a friend, 
fled Knoxville for his mother’s hometown of  Covington, 
Kentucky. Evelyn followed him there. If  she couldn’t kill 
Ralph, she was going to ruin him. With that goal, she filed 
a Breach of  Promise lawsuit against him, leading to a 
protracted court saga where the intimate, salacious details 
of  their relationship were hashed out. All of  Knoxville was 
scandalized. Everyone took sides. Most of  Evelyn’s family 
shunned her for airing their dirty laundry so publicly. 

In the end, she was awarded $80,000, maybe $1 million by 
today’s accounting, but appears not to have collected any 
of  it. Gillespie Shields had gone under in the 1930s in the 
wake of  the Great Depression. Ralph returned to Knoxville, 
to the house his parents had built on Kingston Pike in 
1927, and became a used car salesman. Evelyn returned 
to her old white house on the hill, soured on humanity, 
living out the rest of  her life with her maid and her dogs. 
She outlived Ralph by 16 years, dying in 1987 after a fall 
down the stairs, an eccentric old woman with a gun in her 
pocket. She was the last surviving member of  her family; 
there was no one left to live in their old house. In her will, 
she decreed that it should either become a museum or be 
razed to the ground.

So, in some convoluted sense, the fact that Mabry-Hazen 
now exists as a museum is directly traceable to the 
Scharringhaus’ Luttrell Street house. If  houses can be 
related, that is.

Scharringhaus House
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Once again, Fourth and Gill hosted an 
amazing Tour of  Homes this spring! More 
than 500 guests visited 12 locations, 
including eight homes, the Central United 
Methodist Church, a pottery and art 
studio, Sassy Ann’s, and the Brownlow 
School Lofts.

The Tour of  Homes committee, co-
chaired by Sara and Sean Martin, thanks 
all of  the home sponsors, volunteers, 
the 29 advertisers, and community 
members. If  you are interested in hosting 
or volunteering for next year’s tour, 

contact Sara Martin at sara.catherine.
martin@gmail.com. The committee will 
hold an interest meeting in the coming 
months and will send out a notice via 
listserv. We cannot start soon enough, 
and we rely on the entire Fourth and Gill 
community to make the Tour of  Homes a 
successful event!

We are all looking forward to the 25th 
Anniversary Tour of  Homes, currently 
scheduled for Sunday, April 26, 2015. 
Mark your calendars!

Fourth & Gill Tour of Homes

2014
 
24th Anniversary Tour

24th Annual Tour of Homes

From planting oak trees in the park, 
clearing trees and brush on the 1100 
block of  Eleanor, and cleaning the 
neighborhood sidewalks and streets, 
the Parks and Beautification committee 
had an active spring and start to the 
summer! 

This spring, Ace Hardware generously 
provided materials for the spring 
clean-up. Store manager Ed Berry 

reached out 
to the Board 
of  Directors 
to offer 
items, such 
as garden 
g l o v e s , 
5-gallon buckets, and trash bags. If  
you haven’t ventured to the Broadway 
Shopping Center over the past few 

months, be sure to swing by Ace 
Hardware for your outdoor and home 
needs—and say thanks to Ed!

Parks and Beautification Committee 
Comes Up Aces!

	  

K Brew Cleanup Crew

4th & Gill Gothic Spring Cleaning in the Rain New Heights at Brownlow
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The ARToberfest planning committee 
has been hard at work since our big 
announcement of  the event. Mark 
your calendars—October 18 from 
4 p.m. to 10 p.m. Music, art, brats, 
and beer! It will be a fantastic event 
under the big tent hall—come rain or 
come shine! 

Many volunteers will be needed—
especially on the day of  the event. 
Ideally, we will have at least one 
person from each home volunteering. 
This service will add to the fun of  
the day, providing an opportunity to 
become better acquainted with the 
wonderful people of  our community. 

To help in our volunteer organization 
efforts, we will be recruiting block 
captains. These people will have 
responsibilities for ARToberfest as 
well as throughout the year. The 
commitment is big, but the tasks are 
light. The block captain will collect 
the phone numbers and emails of  
all persons on their block (as their 
neighbors are comfortable) and 
develop a contact list for their block. 
The block captain will keep the list 

updated as necessary. 

When new people move onto their 
block, the captains will be asked to 
contact Mary Anne Hoskins, who is an 
elected board member and chair of  
the Welcome committee. She will follow 
up with a welcome gift on behalf  of  
the neighborhood. Finally, the block 
captain will assist in ARToberfest by 
signing up volunteers for the event. 

Wow! A cool title—well, block captain 
is pretty cool—and an opportunity 
to give back to our fantastic 
neighborhood. Are you interested? 
If  so, please contact Laurie at 
llmeschke@utk.edu. 

ARToberfest is coming!
gwqertyuioasdfh

Can you smell the brats grilling? 
Can you hear the lively music and 
laughter floating through the air? 
Can you visualize the beautiful, 
public art gracing our community? 
ARToberfest will be a feast for the 
senses and a moment of  pride for our 
neighborhood. 

	  

ARToberfest Countdown! by Laurie L. Meschke

President:  
Liz Upchurch 

lizupchurch1@gmail.com

Vice-President:  
Shannon Farabow 

shannonfarabow 
@hotmail.com

Secretary:  
Lisa Hollis 

lisahollis25@yahoo.com

Treasurer:  
Robert Rogers 

robertwrogers@gmail.com

Communications:  
Jenny wright 

jmatthewswright@gmail.com

Social:  
Jackson whetsel 

jackson.whetsel@gmail.com

Codes:  
Daniel Sanders 

4th.gill.codes@gmail.com

Parks & Beautification: 
Tim Parker 

tparker1025@gmail.com

Neighborhood Center:  
Bill Murrah 

billmurrah@gmail.com

Finance & Development: 
Laurie Meschke 

llmeschke@utk.edu

welcome:  
Mary Ann Hoskins 
Mhoskins@utk.edu

Fourth & Gill’s  
Board of Directors

	  



http://www.fourthandgill.org
P.O. Box 3845
Knoxville, Tennessee 37927-3845

	  

Fourth & Gill Supplies Marathon Refreshments


