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October is just around the corner!  The Annual Fourth and Gill Halloween Party and Chili Cook-off will be held Halloween Night, Saturday, October 31st - starting at 5 p.m.The Halloween Party and Chili Cook-off is a long-held tradition of the neighborhood and promises to be a wickedly good time for all residents.  Who could forget last years Baby Lobster, Dolly Parton and the many fabulous Republican Governors of Alaska in attendance?Children of all ages are invited to gather, in costume, at the home of Kay Newton - 1006 Luttrell Ave, the pink house at the corner of Luttrell and Caswell. This is a potluck and chili cook-off with veggie and hot dogs, drinks and all the fixings provided by the Neighborhood Organization. Prizes for costumes will be awarded in three categories for children: scariest, funniest and most original. One Prize will also be awarded for best overall adult costume. If you’re not interested in getting into costume, you can enter to win theMaster Chili Chef title. Bring a hearty  sampling of your chili-related culinary skills and if yours is voted the best, you will win a prize and year-long bragging rights! The cook-off and contest will begin at 6:30 pm. Please have all chili entries  in by 6:15 pm. Volunteers to help out with the party and serve as chili cook-offjudges. If you would like lend a hand, please contact Wendy Walker at748-0994 or at wendy.a.walk@gmail.com. So come out and join in the revelry! It’s always a highlight of the season!

photos by Rob Howard

Spooky Fun Again This Halloween!

New BusinessWe would like to welcome some businesses newto the area. This is neither a paid advertisement, nor an endorsement of product or service.
The Parting Shot
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PillowV - Newly patented face-free pillows in various colors. It’s the brainchild of neighbor Susan Schottin.  For men and women of all ages.  No more "gunky pillows."  For more infocall 865-207-5745, or pillowV.com, or just ask Susan of Eleanor St. or at the Galerie in South Knoxville, 6308 Chapman Hwy. 
The Blue Bean Café (coffee, ice cream, bakery)357-2286 at 3716 Walker Blvd. (by Harby’s)Mon. – Friday  7:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.  Sat. 9 a.m.  –  9 p.m.

Photo provided by Katie RiesVolunteer Caleb Wilson puts some final touches on the quarter-round molding after volunteers installed new floating laminateflooring in the Birdhouse at the Neighborhood Community Center.

Early VotingSept. 2 - 17PotluckSept. 14  6:30 p.m.CUMChosts: Bill Murrah and Betty HenaultDowntown Bike RideSept. 19   10 a.m.Market St.
Potluck October 12   6:30 p.m.CUMC  Host: Virginia DouglasHalloween PartyOctober 31 5 p.m.1006 Luttrell

PotluckNovember 9   6:30 p.mCUMC  Host: Barbara Simpson. 
Holiday Open HouseDec. 6  6 p.m.Location: TBA
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4th and Gill Residents 
Help in

Cornbread Arrest
For those who have been following the Cornbread 
Story, who have had their cars broken into or been 
conned into paying $20 dollars for an ill mother who 
did not exist, the reassuring news is that Cory Thomas 
Bryant  is serving time in Knox County prison. 
 
The man who goes by the street name 
of Cornbread was booked on July 13 
and sentenced for a "misdemeanor", a 
term used for crimes that are not 
serious and carry sentences of less 
than a year. His associate, Nicholas 
Jordan Alberts,  is in the penitentiary, 
on the more serious charge of felony.
 
Cornbread is a 5-foot 9-inch tall white male, with light 
brown hair and stubble. He drives a maroon Buick and 
lives on the street unless he finds an abandoned house 
to sleep in. His modus operandi  includes breaking into 
cars or going up to unsuspecting neighbors and asking 
for $20 or $40 for an ill mother or an ill wife and child 
who, he says, are sitting in his car parked some 
distance away. Many concerned people have fallen for 
the ruse and paid up. His other ploy is to ask for a ride 
and then make a grab for the driver's wallet or refuse 
to get out of the car until he is paid.
 

In the last year, more than 25 cars have been broken 
into, allegedly by Cornbread or his partner. In March 
this year, a man was spotted on Deery Street   at 3.00 
am breaking into cars, and the lady who spotted him 
immediately alerted the police. 
 
Patrick McInturff who is active in the Neighborhood 
Watch group, says that Fourth and Gill and its sister 
enclaves should not let down their guard. Bryant will 
be out in less than a year, and could well return, given 
that he targeted this very neighborhood three years ago 
in 2007. This time, several people took the initiative to 

alert those who may not have heard of 
Bryant by printing posters, distributing 
them and tacking them to telephone poles 
all around 37917. "The Neighborhood 
Watch tends to be active only when there 
are problems," says McInturff. "We don't 
have meetings unless there's a reason. But 
if people who have a break-in want to 
meet, yes, we meet." He adds that the 
police have been very helpful. "Every 

case we've taken to them, they've made an arrest. 
They're just great."

“The neighborhood became aroused and angry 
because Cornbread was pounding on doors, scaring 
people, begging and telling lies,”  says Virginia 
Douglas, a resident and community organizer. “This 
whole solution was solved very simply because we 
were all on the same email list (37917). Several people 
found Cornbread, called police and Patrick and he was 
removed from our neighborhood.  DONE.” 



•  Welcome to Carol 
O ’ D o n n e l , We n d y 
B a c h , a n d t h e i r 
daughter Caiden. They 
have moved into 900 Gratz St. 
and “would love to visit with 
neighbors.”

•    Welcome to Howard Cyr 
and Calla McNamee, who are 
originally from Flagstaff, AZ 
and have moved from Calgary, 
Alberta in Canada to their 
residence at 922 Gratz St. They 
are both Archaeologists at the 
University of Tennessee.

•   Welcome to new neighbor 
Margaret Baumgardner and 
her daughtr Althea, who are 
interested in a mother’s group. 
Call Margaret at 303.895.9087.

•   On Memorial Day weekend 
this year, Uta, Ben and Malia 
Preston moved into their new, 
bottle-green home on 721 
Luttrell Street.    It was quite a 
move. Before this, they lived all 
the way down under in 
Melbourne, Australia. Uta has 
taken a break from management 
consulting to look after little 
Malia, who is not yet one but 
already has two teeth. Ben is a 
research scientist at Oak Ridge, 
working in the field of 

environmental 
science and 
climate change. 
The Prestons 

love the "period feel" of Fourth 
& Gill  and the "friendly, liberal 
neighbours", one of whom 
promptly showed up with 
lasagna. The other bonuses of 
living here include being close 
to downtown and the Farmer's 
Market. "I only wish there was 
a coffee shop close by," says 
Uta. "Something within 
walking distance, where we 
could meet friends. Maybe I 
should start one? I just need 
some money!" Ben is originally 
from Atlanta and Uta from 
Germany. Uta would love to 
meet other moms with young 
kids to organize a mothers’ 
group. You may call or email 
Uta at 865.246.9293 and 
utadittmer@hotmail.com.

Friends and Neighbors
This section of the Newsletter is  dedicated to those neighbors who work 
hard and make 4th & Gill look its best. It is also dedicated to welcoming 
those neighbors that are new to our wonderful area.

If you would like to submit a 
blurb about yourself or a 
fellow neighbor for this 

section, feel free to email 
that to editor Sam Talman 
with a little background 
information about the 

neighbor. Thanks!

N e w  N e i g h b o r s 
S t e p p i n g  U p

( S e e  n e x t  p a g e  f o r  p i c t u r e s ) 

On the 7th of August, Uta Preston and 
Margaret Baumgardner organized a 
Potluck Breakfast at the Fourth & Gill 
Park on Eleanor Street. The purpose was 
to get together with other parents in the 
area with young children. Both Uta and 
Margaret recently moved to Knoxville 
from overseas and out-of-state, 
respectively. "From meeting and talking 
to other moms during story time at the 
downtown library and Fourth & Gill 
potluck dinners, it seemed like a lot of 
us were in the same boat: new in town, 
new to being moms and/or just looking 
to make new friends in the inner-city 
area," said Uta. Hence she took the 
initiative and created a contact list in the 
central Knoxville area to create a 
parents’ network for organizing casual 
catch-ups/play dates, sharing 
information and making friends. "Since 
a lot us didn't know each other yet, we 
thought an initial catch-up in the park 
would be a great way for all of us to 
meet face-to-face." The event was a 
great success, with over 40 people 
attending the gathering. The parents 
enjoyed conversation over coffee and 
yummy breakfast treats while the kids 
enjoyed playing in the park. Given the 
success of the event, it is certain that 
another will be planned soon. If you are 
interested in joining the "Historic/
Central Knoxville Parents Network," 
please contact Uta Preston at 
utadittmer@hotmail.com.

Welcome!

mailto:utadittmer@hotmail.com
mailto:utadittmer@hotmail.com
mailto:utadittmer@hotmail.com
mailto:utadittmer@hotmail.com


Recycling 
Made Easy
By Bev Bickford
715 Luttrell St

Waste Connections will 
provide a container and 

pick up your mixed recycling at the curb.  
No need to sort your recycling, just throw 
it all in the container and take it out to the 
curb.    In addition, Waste Connections 
rewards you through RecycleBank.  
Through this program each customer's 
recycling will be weighed and recorded 
and turned into points. The points earned 
can then be redeemed for coupons from 
selected vendors on the website.    There is 
an annual fee for collection (aprox $60); 
however you can earn that all back, and 
more, by redeeming your RecycleBank 
points.    Contact Waste Connections at 
865-522-0078 to set up residential service.  
Business collection is also available.
I did it and it’s great! I’d love to see every 
house in 4th & Gill have a brown recycling 
bin at the curb on trash collection days.  
Help make our great neighborhood 
greener.

Holiday Open 
Houses

Sunday, December 5
This is not a home tour, 
just a meet-and-greet 
with neighbors and 
friends as we welcome 
in the holiday season. 
Please drop by 1121 
Eleanor St, 1000 Eleanor 
St, 1006 Luttrell St, and 
1015 Luttrell St anytime 
between 6 and 9 t share a 
bit of food, drink, and 
holiday cheer.

Pictures from...

...Parent
Potluck!!



In this issue, our history focuses on two areas that may seem 
unrelated to each other—the social fabric of the neighborhood and 
the remarkably successful activities of the neighborhood organization 
in support of social justice. 
 Social fabric means street fairs, Halloween parties, neighbor-
hood potlucks and other social events where we get to know each 
other and have a good time together. Social justice means organizing 
and struggling to defend our neighborhood and the people who live
in it from threats to their well being. But rather than being unrelated
to each other, these two areas are intimately connected: our social

justice work has always been rooted in the social fabric of the
neighborhood—in neighbors knowing neighbors. Indeed, most of
the social justice issues we’ve tackled over the years—jail reform,
people toiling in unsafe or unfair working conditions, people living
in run-down housing, the threatened destruction of homes for 
development projects, etc.—were ones we worked on because we 
knew our neighbors were su!ering from them. So this issue explores 
the interweaving of community and justice in the life of the Fourth 
and Gill Neighborhood Organization. "e stories that follow are 
merely a sampling from the dozens we could tell.

—by Dave Linge

∑

!e Story of the 
Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization 

(Now 40 Years Old!) 
A Continuing Series: Part Four

� �

 . . . continued on following page

Living, Working, Celebrating Together:
Social Fabric Has Been Deep and Wide
in Fourth and Gill for 40 Years

 ourth and Gill’s popular 
 community potluck dinners at 
 Central United Methodist Church 
are part of a tradition of community-
building and social events that was 
born in 1968 with the advent of this 
neighborhood’s “Mother’s Club.” 

SUPPERS: “Family Suppers” were held in 
the Neighborhood Center beginning in 
1972. !en they moved to the No. 3
Fire Hall at the corner of Fourth Ave. and Lamar St. for a time. !e "remen 
pulled their trucks onto the street to make way for tables and chairs brought 
from the Neighborhood Center, and residents showed up with fried chicken, 
corn bread and covered dishes. To be sure, these potlucks fostered fellow-
ship within the neighborhood and with the "re"ghters, but they had another 
purpose—to highlight the importance of the No. 3 Fire Hall to a neighborhood 
that had lost children to house "res in dilapidated rental housing. We fought 
successfully for several years, starting in 1979, to keep the city from closing it 
but eventually, No. 3 was moved to a new and larger facility on E. Baxter Ave.

HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS:  Like the potlucks, some 
traditions that started years ago live on in a di#er-
ent form. Halloween parties, a custom that began 
in the Neighborhood Center in 1971, transitioned 
to today’s parties in Kay Newton’s side yard on 
Luttrell St. A holiday lights contest—judged by the 
anchors at WATE-TV—was held for several years 
in the 1990s. It encouraged anyone and everyone 
to beautify the neighborhood with both colorful 

F
—by Betty Henault, David Massey & Jamie Harris
   

 n earlier article in this series told of the successful e!ort in 1973 to
 secure city funding for the neighborhood park. After that success,
 leaders of the "edgling Fourth and Gill Organization began to 
wonder if they could tackle other issues facing our part of the city. 
It wasn’t long before the next issue presented itself.

In mid-1973, the Department of Human Services (DHS) made 
a decision to re-draw the zones for each of its food stamp o#ces. For 
example, people in the area near the health department on Dameron 
Ave. went monthly to a food stamp o#ce on the health department site 
to obtain their stamps. DHS made a re-zoning decision that resulted in a 
change in the boundary line so that people who literally lived across the 
street from the Dameron Ave. o#ce had to travel to another o#ce. This 
placed a major hardship on people, especially those who had no means 
of transportation. Plus, it was plain ridiculous. But, it was an example of 
decisions that are often made for, or “to”, people who are poor and have 
no power. Even though the issue did not a!ect our neighborhood directly, 
the organization leaders felt it should be addressed.

Here is what happened. Fourth and Gill connected with our nearby 
neighbors and found a few willing to join in dealing with the issue. 
We decided to name ourselves the “North Knoxville Food Stamp Action 
Group” in order to show we were representing a larger geography. Then, 
we set up a meeting with the regional director of DHS at his o#ce. Several 
people attended from the two neighborhoods and presented the issue, 
along with our proposed solution. And…we won! 

We also learned a major lesson, that by working together with other 
neighborhoods we could have more power. This was the $rst of many 
issues we would work on over the years when we would link with other 
neighborhoods to $ght together. As you will see in other articles in this 
series, some of those issues were major ones that a!ected hundreds, even 
thousands of people.

1973: Fourth and Gill Folks Stand 
Up for North Knox Neighbors
Having Food Stamp Hardship
—by Bill Murrah

A

1970s neighborhood leader Dot Sharp (with 
!remen) led a successful petition drive in 1979 
to prevent our No. 3 Fire Hall from being closed.

The !rst Christmas Party at the 
Neighborhood Center in 1971.
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!e Story of the 

Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization 

 . . . continued on following page

Living, Working, Celebrating Together:
Social Fabric Runs Deep and Wide 
. . . continued from previous page

OUR WORK WITH CHILDREN:  !e most unique e"ort to build the social fabric 
of the neighborhood has been Fourth and Gill’s programs for children. 
!is neighborhood might very well not be here today (having been slated 
for industrial zoning in the late ‘60s) had not a group of women founded 
the Mother’s Club in 1968, women who were determined to change a 
neighborhood where gangs (including a women’s gang) fought at times at 
the intersection of N. Fourth Ave. and Gill St.

By 1970, several neighborhood 
churches, led by St. James Episcopal on 
Broadway, were giving support to the 
mothers. Virginia Foster, Dot Sharp and 
Nancy Wells were neighborhood leaders 
who hired Jamie Harris to be the #rst 
youth worker in 1971. !e early 1970s 
marked the beginning of live music 
shows, holiday parties and a tutoring 

program. Educational and artistic activities were emphasized, as were a vari-
ety of #eld trips. !e City supplied a recreation worker. For a time, the young 
people operated their own discipline board, with elected members settling 
disputes and complaints. Some of the other youth program coordinators of 
the 1970s and 1980s still live in the neighborhood, including Betty Henault, 
Eldora Parr Fitzsimmons and Melynda Whetsel.  

Perhaps the most signi#cant reminders of the 
early years are the precious few copies remaining of 
“A Real Exciting Book!,” a 42-page publication writ-
ten and illustrated by over two dozen children, full of 
oral histories, poems, stories and drawings. !e title 
came from 13-year-old Darryl Hunter, who said one 
day, “[In school] You can’t read about the race riot 
of 1919 [about which he and other kids did an oral 
history project with Bill Murrah]. !ey ain’t got no 
books like that. !ey ain’t got no real exciting books.” 
As Virginia Foster explained, “A lot of our children 
have trouble learning to read in school. Most of them don’t like to read. 
We decided that reading might be more interesting for them if they could 
read stories about themselves, their friends, and the way they live. And these 
stories and poems would be even better and teach the kids more if they wrote 
them themselves.” One thousand copies were printed in 1975 and were sold 
through churches and other social networks. 

FRONT PORCHES:  In the 1980s, the organization decided to create the neighbor-
hood’s #rst tee-shirt and held a meeting to seek opinions on just the right 
image to re$ect the essence of life in Fourth and Gill. !e result—a silhouette 
of two people sitting together on a front porch—captured what everyone 
agreed was one of the most enjoyable bene#ts of living in this urban neighbor-
hood: sitting on your front porch and talking with neighbors as they walk by. 

 eople who live in the inner city know from long experience that the
 task of defending their neighborhoods from encroachment by various
 development interests is never-ending. Often, development pressures 
from road builders or industrial and commercial interests are supported by 
local government agencies, as the following example illustrates.

Early in 1978, at the request of the newly formed Knoxville Inner-City 
Neighborhood Coalition, Mayor Randy Tyree directed the Metropolitan 
Planning Commission to produce a series of “small area studies” that would 
protect and strengthen inner-city neighborhoods by providing overall plans 
for healthy development. In the fall of 1978, the MPC sta! revealed the de-
tails of its Broadway Small Area Study (BSAS)—the plan that would guide 
development in Fourth and Gill and the neighborhoods surrounding it. 

Residents of Fourth and Gill, Old North Knoxville and the neighbor-
hoods between Central Ave. and I-75 were horri"ed at the menu of 
neighborhood destruction that the MPC sta! was proposing. Among their 
recommendations were (1) the widening of Woodland Ave. from two to 
four lanes between Broadway and Central at a cost of destroying 67 houses 
on the south side of the street; (2) realigning the Broadway connector/o!-
ramp from I-40 so that tra#c could use Kenyon Ave. to cut through the Old 
North Knoxville neighborhood on their way to a widened Woodland Ave. 
and then on to I-75, thus avoiding “malfunction junction”; and (3) rezoning 
the neighborhoods between Central and I-75 to promote ‘light industrial’ 
and more commercial usage. MPC claimed that residents there lived mostly 
in dilapidated houses and were not maintaining or improving them. 

At a number of well-attended public meetings conducted by the MPC 
sta! early in 1979, residents (including some from nearby Oakwood and Lin-
coln Park who came to support us) demanded that these and other features 
of the proposed BSAS be eliminated. Clearly, tra#c and commercial interests 
had trumped concerns for strengthening and protecting neighborhoods. 

Anger increased when residents learned that the MPC “study” on which 
the plan was based was a “windshield survey”—meaning sta! members 
had driven through the neighborhoods without ever leaving their car to talk 
to residents about their concerns. Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization 
volunteers canvassed Happy Hollow and other neighborhoods threatened 
with rezoning and, contrary to MPC’s survey, found that most residents were 
"xing up their homes and were willing to "ght MPC to protect them. 

When the public meetings made it clear that the MPC sta! was 
unwilling to revise its plans—except to propose taking the north side of 
Woodland instead of the south side, at a cost of “only” 27 houses—plus the 
Cerebral Palsy Center (!)—residents decided to develop a “Citizens’ Alterna-
tive BSAS.” With help from volunteer city planners recruited by the East 
Tennessee Community Design Center, residents wrote their alternative plan, 
only to be disappointed when the MPC board voted at its August meeting 
to adopt its sta! ’s recommendations. 

But the neighborhoods had the last word. Thanks to articles in The 
Gazette, organized pressure on elected representatives, and a careful 
presentation by neighborhood leaders, the Knoxville City Council (at an 
October 1979 meeting packed with people wearing “Don’t 4-Lane Wood-
land” buttons) voted unanimously to instruct MPC to adopt the Citizens’ 
Alternative Broadway Small Area Study. 

1978: Working with Others
to Prevent Destruction & Create
Alternative Neighborhood Plans
—by Dave Linge

P

Sisters Terry and Cindy Bridgman in 1975.
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!e Story of the 

Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization 

Living, Working, 
Celebrating Together
. . . continued from previous page

A few years ago, Melynda Whetsel put 
into words this part of our social fabric. 
An excerpt: “On this porch I have strung 
green beans, read novels, watched thunder-
storms, smelled the rain, rocked my baby, 
rocked my  neighbor’s babies, nursed skinned 
knees, declared war on speeders, campaigned 
for a mayor, loaned a cup of sugar, and 
watched houses up and down the street trans-
form. I have become involved in the lives of 
those who live around me, in the life of this 
neighborhood, even the life of our city—all 
from the vantage point of my front porch.”

For well more than 100 years, neigh-
bors have lived around each other here in 
di!erent economic and personal situations. 
From 1968—when a group of mothers came 
together in this neighborhood to begin the 
work of trying to make better lives for their 
children in an atmosphere of much hard-
ship—to 2010, when a group of mothers from 
several neighborhoods recently gathered in 
our park to be with each other over breakfast, 
our social fabric of caring for neighbors next 
door and neighbors well beyond our front 
porches has been steadily nourished.

 eeing that there was a growing web of
 neighborhood organizations around the core 
 of Knoxville in 1977 and 1978, Fourth and 
Gill played a major role in organizing the Inner-
City Neighborhood Coalition (INC), a formal, 
incorporated network of 12 community-based 
organizations. 

Access to a!ordable safe housing, 
especially for renters, was an issue that united all 
of Knoxville’s inner-city neighborhoods. So it’s no 
surprise that when Knoxville was invited by the 
U.S. Community Services Administration to apply 
for funding to address low-income tenant issues, 
INC jumped at the chance, submitting a proposal 
that was subsequently awarded funding. In 
late 1979 and early 1980, the Coalition rented 
o"ce space and hired sta!—a director, an 
administrative assistant/ bookkeeper, and three 
organizers. The Tenant Self-Help Project was 
in business. 

The primary focus of the project was to 
build organizations in several of the public 
housing projects around Knoxville so that the 
tenants themselves could develop the con#dence and 
power to confront issues as a united front with the hous-
ing authority, KCDC. With Expo ‘82 (which later became 
known as the 1982 World’s Fair) rapidly approaching, and 
KCDC having major responsibilities for pulling together 
aspects of that fair, we knew that their focus on the needs 
of their tenants had to be reinforced. As well, the Tenant 
Self-Help Project had a limited time frame in which to 
operate. Housing projects are by de#nition concentra-
tions of people with big problems but little money, little 
power, and little support. We hoped we could help these 
individuals discover that when their individual problems 
were shared by others, then that sharing could build the 
power and support needed to solve their problems. 

The organizers went out and held dozens of meet-
ings. As you might guess, there were highs and lows. 
Leaders emerged. Issues were identi#ed. 

About midway through the project, in April of 
1980, several of our leaders and sta! attended a National 
People’s Action Conference in Washington, D.C. NPA is 
a coalition of direct action neighborhood groups from 
around the country with a history of confronting power 
holders—be they government bureaucrats, bankers, 
slumlords, or whoever—with legitimate demands from 
poor and working people. 

A contingent from the conference was meeting 
with HUD (the federal Housing and Urban Development 
agency) o"cials, so our folks joined them and ended up 
winning a commitment from HUD that they would send 
two sta!ers from their public housing division to Knoxville 
to hear from tenants about conditions in the projects.

1979: We Help Found Inner-City Neighborhood 
Coalition (INC); Tenant Self-Help Project Begins
—by Mark !ompson

S Back home, folks were 
excited. Representa-
tives from each of the 
projects started meeting 
together to outline 
the various issues and 
decide who would speak 
best to each issue. 

About two weeks before 
the mass meeting, HUD 
called. Their designated 
representatives had 
been called to Africa to 
examine housing needs 
there. Our meeting 
would need to be 
rescheduled. 
A quick emergency 
meeting of local leaders 
was called. After 
months of preparation, 
no one wanted to 
reschedule. The national 

HUD o"ce stonewalled, so we rented a local bus 
and a group of about 25 of our leaders—with kids 
in tow—headed to West Knoxville to occupy the 
regional HUD O"ce to demand that the regional 
director help us resolve the impasse. He was not 
happy when we stormed in unannounced, but 
he soon realized we would stay there until he 
could convince his Washington colleagues that a 
commitment is a commitment, and you can’t just 
back out of it. 

It took a couple of hours, some stormy phone 
calls between Knoxville and Washington, and the 
stubborn presence of two dozen determined ten-
ants, but by the end of that afternoon the meeting 
was back on schedule. 

Two weeks later, four hundred tenants came 
out to support their leaders as they dramatically 
presented a litany of issues and proposals for 
solutions to our D.C. guests. This whole process was 
an exercise in empowerment that few, if any, of the 
tenants had experienced before. Formerly power-
less tenants discovered that, while it took a lot of 
work, they could make their voices heard in ways 
that led to real improvements in their lives. 

A few months later, the Tenant Self-Help 
Project drew to a close. The closing celebration 
included the installation of o"cers for the newly 
formed Knoxville Tenant Council, which continues 
to meet on a regular basis with KCDC housing 
management.

Top:  Fourth and Gill families 
lost seven children to !res 

caused by faulty wiring 
in rental housing in the 1970s. 

 Above:  One landlord on Luttrell St. 
served as a poster boy for how 

not to maintain services 
for his tenants.

Right:  Children gather 
on the front porch of the 
Neighborhood Center in 
1971.  Below: Jack Whetsel 
(back row) gets a send-o" 
to college from his front 
porch in 2003 from (front) 
Sam Talman, Kathy Parker 
and Sam Parker; (back) 
Allison Hancock, Olivia 
Talman and Macy Parker.
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It’s Halloween Party Time
By Sara Martin

With temperatures outside 
near 100 degrees everyday, 
it’s hard to believe that 
October isn’t far away. And 
with it comes Fourth and 
Gill’s Annual Halloween 
Party! Join us for our 
traditional chili cook-off and 
costume contest on Sunday 

October 31st from 5pm-8pm at 1006 Luttrell Street.

Neighborhood cooks, put your best beans forward! 
Bring us your spiciest, meatiest, most unusual, veggie-
est, or secret family recipe chilies to be judged in the 
cook-off. The neighborhood will sponsor some excellent 
prizes for the tastiest entries! Don’t cook? Volunteer to 
judge! You’ll get first dibs on some delicious food.

Ghosts, ghouls, monsters, vampires, and every other 
manner of beast: bring us your scariest, funniest, or most 
original costumes! We will have a costume parade and 
prizes for all age groups for the best Halloween 
disguises.

The Neighborhood Organization will provide hot dogs 
will all the fixins, plus chips, drinks, and dessert. Our 
entertainment for the evening will be Justin Nix and 
friends (you may remember them from our June picnic 
potluck!). Kay Newton is kindly hosting us in her side 
yard at the corner of Luttrell and Caswell from 
5pm-8pm. Come eat some great food, dance in our 
costume parade, and kick off an excellent night of Trick 
or Treating for Halloween!

We need volunteers to be chili judges (speak up, it’s a 
coveted position!), costume judges, and folks to help 
with set-up and clean up. If you’d like to get involved, 
email Sara Martin at sara.catherine.martin@gmail.com.

The 4th and Gill Neighborhood and the

surrounding areas are home to many 

businesses. While ads are in the 

newsletter, the 4th and Gill Neighborhood 

Organization does not officially endorse 

these businesses.

Halloween Party Details
Who: Residents of Fourth and Gill

What: Halloween Party!!

Where: 1006 Luttrell St.

        (Corner of Caswell and Lutrell)

When: October 31st 5-8 p.m.

SAVE THE DATES!!!
Upcoming Potlucks

• Monday,September 13th

• Monday, October 11th

• Monday, November 8th

All Potlucks are at 6:30 P.M. and at Central 
Methodist unless posted otherwise.

• Happy Hollerpalooza
Saturday, October 2nd 3-8 p.m.

See article for details (pg. 9)

• Autumn Clean Up Day
Saturday, October 16th at 9 a.m.

• 4th and Gill Dogwood Arts Festival: 
Bazillion Blooms Plant Day

Saturday, December 4th
Bottom two are at Caswell Circle

mailto:sara.catherine.martin@gmail.com
mailto:sara.catherine.martin@gmail.com


Social
October is home to Happy 

Hollerpalooza!

What: Happy Hollerpalooza 
street  fair

When: Saturday, October 2nd
 Starts at 3 p.m. and ends 
 at 8 p.m.

Where: Happy Holler on
 Central Street

Music, Food, Bounce Houses, 
Prizes, Bike Rides, Kid’s Area, 

Arts and Crafts, Free Bike 
Helmets, Free Ice Cream, 
Business Street Fair and 
Neighborhood Cook-off.
Come One, Come All!!

Parks and 
Beautification

T h e F o u r t h a n d G i l l 
Neighborhood Organization is 
looking for an experienced 
gardener/landscaper to take care 
of the Fourth and Gill Gardens. 
Wo r k i n c l u d e s w e e d i n g , 
wa t e r i ng , mu lch ing , and 
planting for a full year. The 
work has been budgeted at $800 
and is  estimated at 50-75 hours. 

Please call Gordon Coker at 
865.523.9699 for more details. 
Thanks!

Also , don’t forge t about 
Autumn Clean Up Day. This is 
on Saturday, October 16th at 9 
a.m. Meet us at the Caswell 
Circle to help.

On Saturday, December 4th, 
the is the Fourth and Gill 
Dogwood Arts Fes t iva l : 
Bazillion Blooms Plant Day. 
Come to the Caswell Circle at 9 
a.m. Join neighbors to plant 
dogwoods! We will be adding 
trees to our Dogwood Walking 
Trail. Can’t wait to see you 
there.

Communications
Dear 4th and Gill Neighborhood,
I regret to inform you that I will 
be stepping down from my 
position of editor/designer of 
the neighborhood newsletter. 
While it has been great fun and 
a great opportunity to occupy 
my time, I have other priorities 
that must come first, namely 
school work. As senior year is 
beginning and picking up speed 
quickly, I have to balance both 
my school load and my 
applications to colleges so that I 
may have the fortunate 

opportunity of advancing in 
education. My applications are 
time consuming and I believe 
they come before all else. On 
top of those two things and my 
work at Agri Feed Pet Supply 
several days a week, my 
schedule is so full. I love the 
responsibilities that the 
Neighborhood gave me, and all 
the work that I have been able 
to contribute. Nevertheless, the 
listserv and the extra work-load 
killed me slightly. So I will be 
honored to pass this baton down 
to the next member of our event 
and hopefully she will be 
honored to do such great work 
for the neighborhood and its 
constituents. So this serves as a 
farewell to arms. I will be co-
creating the winter issue, but 
after that I bid you adieu and 
will be on my way. Thank you 
for all of the great emails, 
memories, and opportunities 
that you all have opened for me 
and I wish you the best of luck 
in the coming months. I am sure 
to see you in and around the 
neighborhood.
  Sincerely yours,

  Sam Talman

C o m m i t t e e  U p d a t e s



www.historicknoxville.com
P.O. Box 3845
Knoxville, TN 37917-3845

Business Update

Great News!
Happy Hollow is about to have a wonderful new beauty salon. Cindy Lou 

Douglas has announced that she is opening a shop in Dan Shu’s buildings on 
Central, across from Time Warp Tea Room.

Chop Shop Hair Studio
1206 N. Central

You can now have a girlie day right here in our neighborhood: have your hair 
styled with us, enjoy lunch at Veg-O-Rama, then across the street to Friend’s 

Antiques!

News is published four times a year by the Fourth and 
Gill Neighborhood Organization. If you have questions, 

comments, suggestions, or submissions contact the 
editor, Sam Talman, at stalman@ymail.com
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