
Dust Off Your Lederhosen For Artoberfest!

You all know that our neighborhood is known for its 
beautiful homes and creative neighbors, so why 

not capitalize on and celebrate these not-so-hidden 
treasurers. ARToberfest, established in 2015, serves as 
a fundraiser for the Neighborhood Association with 
the goal of making Historic Fourth + Gill the historic art 
neighborhood. 

This year’s festivities will take place on Saturday, 
October 24th from 2-9pm on Morgan Street, between 
Third and Gratz near Central United Methodist Church.

Of the event’s profits, 40% goes to public art, 40% 
to neighborhood maintenance and beautification, 
10% to ARTreach (a non-profit that provides creative 
opportunities to youth), and 10% to the neighborhood 
with the greatest attendance.

An ever-expanding event for the whole family, 
ARToberfest entertainment includes art vendors, 
live music by the Knoxville Polka Kings, Misty 
Mountain String Band, and Uptown Stomp, artistry 
by the Cattywampus puppets, a chalk walk, and 
geocaching. And in case you can’t miss the Vols, we 
will show the Tennessee at Alabama game on the 
big screen. Of course a festival wouldn’t be a festival 
without food and drink - the standard fare is brats 
(meat and vegetarian), beer, wine, and non-alcoholic 
beverage options.

The event is possible only with the help of 
volunteers. All volunteers receive free admission 
and one free beverage. You can sign up for a 
shift or for the entire day! We need volunteers 
to help with ticket sales, ID checks and bracelet 
distribution, food and beer sales, table and trash 
monitoring, and face painting. Sign up on the 
event website at: http://artoberfestknox.com/
volunteer/ or email the volunteer coordinator, 
Robert Rogers, at: robertwrogers@gmail.com.

Tickets cost only $10, and an advanced purchase 
allows you to have one free beverage of choice; 
kids 12 years old and under are admitted 
free of charge. Grab a ticket from a board or 
ARToberfest committee member, or get one 
online at: http://artoberfestknox.com.
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Upcoming Events

Saturday, October 24th - ARToberfest, 2-9pm, 
corner of Morgan + Third

Saturday, October 31st - Halloween Party, 
5pm, Kay Newton’s House, corner of
Luttrell + Caswell
 
Monday, November 9th - Potluck, 6:30pm, 
Central United Methodist Church

Monday, November 16th - Board Meeting, 
6:30pm, Neighborhood Center

Sunday, December 13th - Holiday Open 
Houses, 5-8pm, locations tba



A Letter from the President
Dear Neighbors:

We wanted to share a little about the 
Neighborhood Organization and the 

Board of Directors. The Historic Fourth and 
Gill Neighborhood Organization has been in 
existence for over 40 years. We are a 501 (c) 3 
non-profit corporation organized in the State of 
Tennessee. Our purpose, stated in our by-laws, 
is to build and sustain a vital urban community 
by protecting and preserving the historic 
architecture of the area and by promoting a 
strong sense of community. 

We currently have an eleven-member Board of 
Directors, each serving a three-year term. The 
Board is elected by our members (which are 
those of you who sign up on our membership list 
at the annual meeting in February). Of course 
all of the Board members serve in a volunteer 
capacity and we live here in the neighborhood. 
We operate with a set of Officers: President, Vice 
President, Treasurer, Secretary; and then each 
of the other Board members chairs a committee 
that, along with neighbor volunteers, does great 
things in our community. We have a Finance and 
Development Chair, Welcome Committee Chair, 
Social Committee Chair, Parks and Beautification 
Chair, Codes Chair, Communications Chair, and 
Neighborhood Center Chair.  

Many of the fun events are generated out of 
these committees and volunteers - including 
the Halloween Party, Potlucks, ARToberfest, 
the Porch Hop, Holiday Open House, and the 
Ice Cream Social. We also publish this great 
newsletter about quarterly each year (and 
thanks to many of you who help hand-deliver 
these to each home in our neighborhood). 
Several Board Members and other great 
neighborhood leaders and nice folks who open 
up their homes organize and host the Home Tour.

We also take care of the beds along Gill Avenue 
and host neighborhood clean ups. We strive to 
provide a personal welcome package to each 

new neighbor to help them feel welcome and 
know more about our neighborhood. When 
necessary, we follow up on concerns, such as 
codes concerns, and we have a Knoxville Police 
Department liaison who we are in touch with 
and who attends our Board Meetings.

We also have a Committee Chair who focuses 
on our finances and developing ways to 
ensure we have adequate revenue to fund 
all of our activities. You may be wondering 
how we use the funds raised. We use them to 
help pay for printing of newsletters, supplies for 
potlucks and parties, landscaping maintenance 
help, replacement of street banners in the 
neighborhood, necessary repairs at the 
Neighborhood Center, and other less fun things 
like insurance, fees for permits and such, and a 
host of other costs. We work manage the funds 
well and ensure that we are making responsible 
decisions.  

The Board meets monthly on the third Monday 
of the month at the Neighborhood Center (The 
Birdhouse) at 6:30 PM.  You are welcome to 
attend.
We thank the many neighbors and friends who 
volunteer along side us, and who add so much 
to the fabric of our community. We encourage 
everyone to get involved! Join a Committee, 
come to the potlucks and other events, 
volunteer at the events such as Home Tour and 
ARToberfest. These last two events are key to 
keeping enough funds for us to operate and do 
the good things that we have been able to do.   

I feel very fortunate to get to live in a real 
and unique neighborhood and thank the 
Board Members’, Committee Members’, and 
Neighborhood volunteers’ contributions that 
make this a great place to call home.

Sincerely, 

Liz Upchurch
Liz Upchuch
Board President



A Letter from the President The Salvage Shop 
by Nancy Rector Roberts

“One man’s trash is another man’s treasure.” We 
have heard that expression and nowhere is it 
more apparent than at The Salvage Shop at 619 
Broadway. Beth Meadows with Knox Heritage 
(KH) said that the concept of The Salvage Shop 
began about ten years ago and credited a lot of 
the growth of the shop to the Fourth & Gill neigh-
borhood. When KH offices were located in the 
Gate House of the historic Greystone mansion, our 
neighbors would work closely with KH preserva-
tionists about historic home restoration. As a result 
of this collaboration, neighbors would donate 
salvaged materials from their home renovation 
projects. 

These donations allowed owners of historic homes 
to restore their properties using age appropriate 
materials while decreasing waste going to local 
landfills.
When KH moved from the Gate House to its pres-
ent location at the historic Westwood mansion, 
The Salvage Shop moved to its new location on 
Broadway. Open to the public since April 2015, 
The Salvage Shop has continued its mission of ac-
cepting donated historic building materials (50+ 
years old) such as sinks, stoves, doors, windows, 
woods, flooring, and more. These items are then 
resold to benefit KH and to help historic preserva-
tion efforts. With the expanded program, The Sal-
vage Shop now carries artwork, woodwork, home 
décor, and furniture.

At this new location on Broadway, The Salvage 
Shop will soon be offering studio spaces avail-
able for rent for up to ten artists. In the near future, 
The Salvage Shop will have a woodworking shop 
which will be supervised by Austin Ferber. While 
the plans have not been finalized, the woodwork-
ing shop in intended to be a communal space 
which will offer classes and be available to KH 
members.
The Salvage Shop hours are: Wednesday-Friday 
from 2-5pm, Saturday from 10am-3pm; closed 
Sunday-Tuesday. For more information about The 
Salvage Shop, contact Beth Meadows, Salvage 
Coordinator, at 865-313-2111 or email salvage@
knoxheritage.org.

KH is a non-profit organization; all donations to KH 
and The Salvage Shop are tax-deductible.

One man’s trash is 

another man’s treasure.





The Neighborhoods of Fourth & Gill 
by Arin Streeter

Today, it’s fairly easy to describe to people the 
general location of Fourth and Gill in Knoxville. It’s 
harder to explain its precise boundaries and what is 
doesn’t encompass. One neighbor opined that we 
ought to just redefine ourselves according the old 
boundaries of the City of North Knoxville. Another 
has served on the boards of both Fourth & Gill and 
Old North Knoxville while living in the same house. 
The fact is, if its boundaries make some geographic 
sense today, they don’t have any particular historical 
basis – whether you live on Luttrell Street in Fourth & 
Gill or on Everett Street in Hoxie is entirely a matter of 
chronology.

Our modern-day neighborhood is actually made up 
of parts of six different neighborhoods:

-       Staub, Van Gilder & Henderson’s Addition 
was one of the first expansions of Knoxville north 
of the railroad tracks, best known originally for the 
impressive home of Joseph Jaques, now the location 
of old Knoxville High School.
-       Mrs. Branner’s Addition, continuing north along 
the railroad, was once the location of some of the 
most impressive Victorian houses of the 1880s and 
1890s in Knoxville. Once home to a governor and- 

a congressman, industrial development along the 
railroad and construction of the interstate highway 
have not been kind to its history – of its 150 or so 
houses, only around a dozen still stand.
-       Gill’s Addition, perhaps appropriately the center 
of our “Fourth & Gill,” was laid out around 1886 by 
James S. Gill of Grainger County. The property had 
been his wife’s, Sallie B. Morgan, who was born in 
Knox County.
-       The several subdivisions between Gratz and 
Broadway were created from the property of Louis 
Gratz, first mayor of North Knoxville, who also owned 
the property as a result of his wife, Lizzie Bearden, 
whose family lived across Broadway.
-       Further north, Marble Hill was laid out as large 
suburban estate lots by the 1880s. For the most part, 
only the lots along Broadway were ever built out 
according to the original plans – still epitomized by 
Graystone, the home of Major E.C. Camp. Most were 
purchased by speculators and developers for further 
subdivision into smaller, more marketable lots.
-       At the far northern reaches of our present 
neighborhood, Mayfield sprawled north and east, 
and was once best known for the mill on First Creek 
and for Moses Spring, later tapped by the 
Crystal Ice Company.

Knoxville City Grant Awarded to Fourth & 
Gill Neighborhood Organization
 by Laurie Meschke

The neighborhood organization was awarded $2500 
to assist in funding two stellar neighborhood projects: 
ARToberfest and a storage shed to be erected at 
the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Center, aka The 
Birdhouse. The grant emphasizes community involve-
ment and also promoting the community develop-
ment of economically challenged neighborhoods. 
Here is a little background about the two projects.

ARToberfest fell short $1000 in breaking even last 
year. $1250 of the grant will be dedicated to en-
hancing marketing efforts and also provide a 4-hour 
fundraising training event for interested Fourth and 
Gill residents and residents of other neighborhoods, 
with an emphasis on East Knoxville. To support other 
neighborhoods in their fundraising efforts, residents 
of other neighborhoods will also be invited to join the 
monthly ARToberfest planning meetings to develop 
a better understanding of the planning and organi-
zation required to execute a large scale fundraising 
event. ARToberfest promotes community involve-
ment through membership on the planning commit-
tee, the 2-3 dozen volunteers necessary to set up, 
run, and tear down the festival, and the many artists 

who volunteer their time in selling their art. Ideally 
enhanced marketing will increase participation at all 
levels from many Knoxville neighborhoods beyond 
our Fourth and Gill gem. The ARToberfest planning 
committee is chaired by Laurie Meschke. Please con-
tact her if you have any interest in helping out with 
this great event (LLMeschke@gmail.com or 865-964-
8368).

Storage space has been a limited commodity for 
the Fourth & Gill Organization. The proposed storage 
shed to be built in the backyard of The Birdhouse will 
be a great asset. The shed will store items such as 
potluck supplies, garden equipment, and ARTober-
fest equipment. Gerry Moll is managing this project. 
The building permits have already been secured 
and construction will begin once a variance to 
optimize the shed’s location is granted. Community 
involvement in the project will include material and 
capital donations, design, and construction skills. 
The building of the shed began in September and 
work groups will continue working on every Saturday 
thereafter until construction is complete. The new 
structure will then be celebrated through a neighbor-
hood Moving In party at the Birdhouse. Please con-
tact Gerry Moll (gerrymoll@mac.com or480-239-0506) 
for more information on how you might contribute to 
this wonderful community investment.



Fourth + Gill Entrepreneur Starts Baby 
Apparel Brand

Uta Preston, who moved with her family to 
Knoxville’s Fourth + Gill neighborhood five years 
ago, launched her business, Little Fishkopp, this 
past spring. Little Fishkopp is a children’s clothing 
brand that specializes in organic, eco-friendly 
sleep bags for babies and toddlers. Through its 
use of colorful Nordic designs reminiscent of Uta’s 
upbringing in Northern Germany, the start-up aims 
to bring safer, sounder, and more stylish sleep to 
babies and young children across the globe.

A sleep bag (also called a sleep sack) is a 
wearable blanket for infants and toddlers. It’s worn 
over sleepwear and zips up the front, leaving the 
child’s head and arms free. A Little Fishkopp sleep 
bag is a safer alternative to loose blankets, as it 
can’t be pulled over a child’s face or kicked off. 
It helps babies sleep safely and snugly and gives 
parents peace of mind. The bright, vibrant and 
100% certified organic cotton sleep bags come in 
three sizes to suit little ones from their first months 
up to 3 years of age. In addition, Little Fishkopp 
offers two different thicknesses to accommodate 
different seasons and climates.

“Sleep bags have been used in Germany for many 
years. I slept in one myself when I was a baby 
and also when I was toddler,” Uta said. “They’re 

safer and warmer than blankets, and a great bedtime 
routine. Across most of Europe and even in Australia 
it’s a very common product. When I had my children 
in the U.S., I was surprised that sleep bags weren’t easy 
to find. The options available weren’t organic, and the 
designs weren’t particularly exciting, so I decided to 
come up with a solution.”

The company’s name Little Fishkopp is a nod to Uta’s 
native land. “Fishkopp,” which translates as “fish head,” 
is slang for someone from the German North Sea 
coastal region where she was raised. A kid from that 
area would be a Little Fishkopp. Uta is raising her two 
Little Fishköppe in Fourth + Gill.
Prior to the company’s launch, Uta spent about two 
years doing research, developing her brand and 
product line, and working with manufacturers in India 
who specialize in organic textiles. Along the way, she 
has had to learn quite a bit about the apparel industry 
and what it takes to turn an idea into a high-quality, 
finished product.
 
Currently she sells her products to customers worldwide 
through her website. Uta is thrilled that quite a number 
of orders on her website have already come from 
overseas. Due to her German background and the 
popularity of sleep bags in her native land, she will 
soon be launching a German language version of her 
website as well.

Locally, her sleep bags are available at Bliss on Market 
Square. In addition to the regular sales channels, Uta 
has been marketing to local obstetricians in order to 
get little ones hooked on her sleep bags from birth. 
Furthermore, UT Hospital is using her sleep bags in their 
birth classes as an example of a safe sleep product. 
Her current focus is to spread her wings and market her 
brand nationwide.

For more information on Uta’s start-up go to her 
website: www.littlefishkopp.com.



Call for Action!

The neighborhood association will elect 3-4 new board members in February, and we’re looking for 
neighbors who want to serve. Check out the President’s letter from Liz Upchurch in this newsletter for 
information about the board positions. If you have ideas of ways to enhance our neighborhood and 
are interested in becoming a board member, contact Liz at lizupchurch1@gmail.com.

Don’t Mean to Nag...But Please Use a Bag!

Fourth + Gill is an exceptionally dog-friendly community, and the humans on the other end of the 
leash need to be good citizens just like our furry friends are. Always pick up after your dog and prop-
erly dispose of waste. You can find convenient trash receptacles in the park and a dumpster at the 
Brownlow. And don’t forget to follow the leash laws...these exist to protect people and your pets!

‘Tis (Almost) the Season

Mark your calendar for the oh-so-festive annual Holiday Open Houses on Sunday, December 13th 
from 5-8pm. We are looking for hosts for the festive evening, so please contact Nina Phalen, the 
neighborhood social chair, at 484-951-5733 or at ninaphalen@gmail.com if you want to open your 
home for your closest neighborhood friends.

Drive Like Your Kids Live Here
When you cruise the streets, 
remember that Fourth + Gill is a 
true neighborhood with many 
walkers and runners, kids playing 
outside, and pets. The speed limit 
in most of the neighborhood is 
25mph, so pump those brakes and 
enjoy the drive.

Trick or Treat!

What better way to start your All Hallow’s 
Eve than to visit the Halloween Party + 
Chili Cook-Off. The party starts at 5pm on 
Halloween night in Kay Newton’s yard at 
the corner of Luttrell and Caswell. Don 
your most creative costume and bring 
your best pot of chili. We’re looking for 
volunteers to set up and break down and 
to judge the costume and chili competi-
tions. Contact social chair Nina Phalen 
at ninaphalen@gmail.com if you want to 
help out!

How to Have an Energy-Efficient Home

TVA’s eScore program can help your classic home score a “10” on 
energy efficiency! Sign up at 2eScore.com to discover how energy 
efficient your home is and what you can do to improve it. eScore 
lets customers receive rebates through installations and expert 
recommendations that are performed and offered by TVA. Upgrade 
opportunities include:

 air sealing   lighting
 appliances  refrigerator
 attic insulation  wall insulation
 duct sealing  water heater
 HVAC   windows/ doors

Sign up today to make your home the best it can be!



Mystery Photo
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Caption: Do you know this spot? 
Email astreeter@breweringram-
fuller.com with your guess!

Caption: Many neighbors correctly 
identified the last newsletter’s mys-
tery photo as being taken next to 
Cleveland Park on Morgan Street. 
Here, Lisa Sorensen is reenacting 
the mystery photo.


