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Save the Dates! 

Fourth and Gill 

Neighborhood News 
What’s Going On? 

Getting to Know You… 

In an effort to add a little levity to the 
newsletter, I asked our new Parks & 
Beautification Committee Co-Chairs, 
Tim Parker and Calla McNamee to 
answer a few questions shamelessly lifted 
from funnier, smarter pop culture 
resources*.  Here are their answers.  

Calla M. 

Q: What do you consider the most 
overrated virtue? Chastity 

Q: Which words or phrases do you 
most overuse?  No worries  

Q: What is your idea of perfect 
happiness?  A trail run with my husband 
and Mort followed by a beer on a patio. 

Q: What is your motto?  Don’t worry; 
we’ll be fine. 

Tim P. 

Q: What is your favorite occupation? 
Lottery winner 

Q: Which talent would you most like to 
have? Guitar playing rock star 

Q: What is your fear? Meetings 

Q: What is your quest? To be a lottery 
winning, guitar playing rock star that 
never goes to meetings.  

My husband, Jonathan and I 
along with our friends Bentley 
and Jessica B., purchased the 
property in late March. The 
process was lengthy since we put 
in an offer in mid-December, but we are 
pleased to address this blighted property for our 
neighborhood and community overall. We live on East 
Glenwood just about five blocks from 611 Gill, the B’s live a 
few more blocks north, Jonathan is a contractor and we all have 
a lot of experience in historic renovation.  

This house has “good bones,” a solid foundation and will soon 
be turned back into a single family home. Our plans are for 
three bedrooms, two and half baths with a dining room, living 
room, and a kitchen with large pantry. Putting the home back 
together with efficiency in mind will be a priority. We will, of 
course, be looking for a buyer and know those of you reading 
this newsletter are the best recruiters this neighborhood could 
have! 

Porch Hop 
June 14th 6-9pm 

Gillbilly Talk 
August 13th 6:30pm 

Located at Central United 
Methodist Church.  Bring a 
dish to share and socialize with 
the neighborhood. 

Join neighbors for some fun & 
food.  Keep an eye on the 
neighborhood listserv for 
more details and locations! 

By Cheryl B. 

Continued on Page 4 

*Questions pulled from The Proust 
Questionnaire and “Monty Python and the Holy 
Grail” (1975) 

By Bess C. 

What’s Going On at 
611 Gill Avenue? 
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Committee Notes 
Monthly updates on what’s happening within 

our community. 

The Welcome Committee 
The Welcome Committee is planning a September 10th 
potluck, the theme of which will be “Welcome 
Neighbors”.  Rent or own, this potluck is to celebrate 
all the new faces in Fourth and Gill. 

Parks and Beautification Committee 

The Social Committee 
The Social Committee is looking down the road and 
hoping to find some additional people to get involved 
in co-planning events.  Also in development is event 
planning geared towards including renters and, of 
course, preparing for the annual Halloween party.  

The next event will be a Porch Hop on June 15th. 

In addition to the work of dozens of your 
neighbors, the Fourth and Gill 
Neighborhood Organization publishes and 
distributes this newsletter with funding 
from a $2,000 grant awarded May 20, 
2011 by the East Tennessee Foundation.  

The Neighborhoods Small Grants 
Program is a community development 
program of the East Tennessee Foundation 
with funding support from the City of 
Knoxville. 

Dogwood Walking Trail 

We had another great turnout for our Spring Clean-Up 
Day. Special thanks go out to The Cooper House for 
helping out!  In other news we are working on the 
annual budget, and hope to find an opportunity to 
apply for additional City Council 202 funds. 

East Tennessee Foundation 
Skipping their Smokies hike or spending time 
with friends from out of town, walkers from all 
over the East Tennessee region and beyond 
visited open gardens during our Fourth and Gill 
Neighborhood Dogwood Walking Trails in April. 
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Update on the Neighborhood Center 

2

Birdhouse, expressing interest in renting the 
building.  That rental arrangement has 
continued for the last year with mixed results.   

The board of the neighborhood association 
believes that our stance toward the 
neighborhood center building should be based 
on some solid principles.  One is that the 
building should be financially self-
sustaining.  In other words, rent should at least 
cover the costs of maintenance and 
improvements.  Another is that the building 
should be maintained inside and out to a quality 
consistent for our neighborhood as a 
whole.  Our rental arrangement with the 
Birdhouse is based on a monthly rental fee that 
is ½ cash and ½ improvements to the building.   

We hope that, over time, the center building 
will not be drained of life, but revitalized and 
improved.  To that end, the Board of Directors 
voted to establish a maintenance fund and 
specified ongoing contributions to that fund.   
This fund is to be used for the purpose of 
maintain the building.  We hope we can avoid 
ever having to sell the building and that it will 
continue as a valuable resource to our 
community for years into the future.   

1

Many more recent neighbors may not know 
that our neighborhood association is the proud 
owner of the yellow building at the corner of 
Fourth and Gill.  In fact the building took its 
name from the streets that intersect there and 
later, in the early 70's, the whole neighborhood 
became known as Fourth and Gill.  At that 
time, the building was the hub of neighborhood 
activities and even housed several staff who 
worked in this part of inner city Knoxville. 

Around 1980 the building was severely 
damaged by a fire and later received major 
renovations.  Still later, as the neighborhood 
organization used the building less and less, 
portions of the Center were rented to help pay 
expenses.  Unfortunately, not much of the rent 
income was plowed back into the building 
(circa 1885) and wear and tear began to show.   

In 2011 the board of the neighborhood 
association formed a committee whose purpose 
was to focus on the future of the neighborhood 
center building.  At first the committee, with 
much regret, felt there was no alternative but to 
sell the building.  A community-wide meeting 
was held in April of 2011 at which the future of 
the building was discussed. A new group 
stepped forward under the name of The 

By Bill M. 

Our local SmartTrips has partnered with Plus3Network to offer a fundraiser.  If you are interested, 
login to:  http://www.knoxsmarttrips.org/neighborhoods/ You will see neighbors featured in their 
articles.  Click on the Join tab.  Click on the Plus 3 Network; it is in red font.  Click on the Beaumont 
Elementary logo.  Follow the directions to signup.  You will be directed to check your email.  When I 
checked my email, I clicked to verify and was sent to a page to fill out physical activities.  I already 
had donated $0.50 just by signing up!  I entered my water aerobics class time and got Beaumont 
School another $0.25!  It is easy, keeps me thinking about ways to walk/bike more in the 
neighborhood and helps raise money for Beaumont. 

Healthy Way to Support Beaumont Elementary School 
 By Judith N. 



 

 
4 

SPRING 2012 FOURTH AND GILL NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 

Aliquam commodo nisi 

611 Gill Continued… 
We expect to be making a pretty big mess the next few weeks. Sometimes it has to get worse before it 
gets better, but we hope you will hang in there with us. Much of the burned portion at the back of the 
home will be replaced. Historic zoning has approved our plans to keep the exterior pretty much as it is 
with in-kind repairs and very few adjustments.   

We welcome you to come by and we plan to have a couple neighborhood open house events.  Stay 
tuned to the listserv or you can also keep up with our progress on our blog at www.611gill.com. 
Neighbors are welcome to contact me with any questions at cheryl@curvededgeconsulting.com. 

Welcome New Board Members! 
We have a fair number of new members joining the 
neighborhood board this year. Tim P., Calla M., Daniel 
S. and Lisa H. have all agreed to serve. Our steadfast 
president, Carol N. has retired and been replaced by 
Judith N. Daniel S. will be replacing Peter K., and 
Calla and Tim are stepping in to Gordon C’s shoes as 
the Parks and Beautification co-chairs. Thanks to 
everyone for their hard work, time and dedication!  

The board meets at 7pm, on the third Monday of each month 
(see neighborhood calendar for specific dates) at various locations and is open to all 

neighbors interested in attending. 

4th and Gill Neighborhood Organization 
Board of Directors 

President 
Judith N. 

Vice President 

Lisa H. 

Secretary 

Melynda W. 

Treasurer 

Robert R. 

Communications Chair 

Bess C. 

Social Committee Chair 

Carol O. 

Codes and Development Chair 

Daniel S. 

Parks & Beautification 

Calla M. & Tim P. 

Welcome Committee Chair 

Margaret B. 

Neighborhood Center Chair 

Bill M. 
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Six True Things about Beaumont Elementary 
Ruby W., Georgia B., Dahlia B., and Elsa B. Interview 

Music, Library and Dance are very important at 
Beaumont Elementary.  After school clubs often 
come from the arts. Dance Works is one of the 
clubs.  Students in Dance Works practice for 
weeks, including one week with a guest 
choreographer, before they have a public 
performance.  Now that Elsa is at Vine Middle 
School, she remembers Dance Works as possibly 
the best thing about Beaumont School.   

Books are memorable:  Literature groups and 
teacher read alouds happen almost every day.  
After her teacher read the Magic Tree House 
books to Ruby she started reading them herself 
and now she wants to read all of them.  During 
reading classes at Beaumont Elsa remembers 
reading lots and lots of books; Harry Potter 
books, Percy Jackson books, The Hunger 
Games.  She particularly remembers reading 
Walk Two Moons and how sad it was. 

Science is an intriguing favorite:  Rocks, The 
Rainforest, Science Fair: there are lots of ways to 
think about science at Beaumont.  Kids learn and 
teach the scientific method through their projects 
or experiments in the Science Fair. Dahlia did an 
experiment to which 4th & Gill neighbors 
contributed by being subjects at a 4th & Gill 
potluck.  She asked, “How much sugar do people 
prefer in brownies?” and hypothesized they 
would prefer brownies baked with 2/3 the 
amount of recommended sugar over brownies 
baked with other amounts of sugar.   

Recently Beaumont Elementary School’s Fifth 
Grade Safety Patrol raised money for all the 
students in Safety Patrol to take a trip to 
Washington, DC.  Virginia D. held a pre-
spaghetti dinner porch event when neighbors 
visited over a glass of wine and donated to the 
trip funds.  Other neighbors supported the school 
with donations sent to the school.  The newsletter 
committee wanted neighbors to know more about 
the school.  Ruby, Georgia, Dahlia and Elsa talked 
about Beaumont with me during April for this 
article. 
 Learning Expeditions are different from field 
trips.  Most of us have heard of, or remember, going 
on field trips.  It felt like a day off with no work and 
lots of messing around on the bus.  Students at 
Beaumont Elementary, the 4th & Gill Neighborhood 
Elementary School, go on Learning Expeditions.  
Sometimes as often as once a month they wear class 
t-shirts and travel to museums and the like to learn 
about many different topics.  A Learning Expedition 
might be to UT for a chance to learn about bats.  It 
might be a trip to the Ramsey House.  Students 
sketch and take notes to learn and to take the 
information back to school. 

Exhibit Nights are must see events:  Four 
times a year Beaumont students work with their 
teachers to prepare for Exhibit Night.  At Exhibit 
Night kids teach parents, grandparents, and other 
visitors what they have learned at school during the 
previous nine weeks.  Visitors have a chance to learn 
from the students.  Dahlia learned about Ramsey 
House from the exhibit Georgia’s classmates created 
to show the development of refrigeration, which 
they learned when they went on a Learning 
Expedition to Ramsey House.  There are often 
performances at Exhibit Night, which leads to . . . 

Dance Works is amazing:  Music, Library, 
Physical Education, Instrumental Music, Vocal 

By Judith N. 

Continued on Page 7 
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The Anatomy of Code Enforcement: 
Lessons from 826 Broadway 

2

me at 4th.gill.codes@gmail.com. In the case of 
826 Broadway, we were fortunate to have 
neighbors familiar with the issue who 
complained at the right time. Although, this 
may not have turned out the way some had 
hoped, the process succeeded in raising 
awareness of the need to address the broader 
issues of codes in general.  
Complaints: How and When. The Knoxville 
Office of Neighborhoods has a mission to 
“ensure timely and well-coordinated inter-
departmental responses to neighborhood 
needs.” The Office of Neighborhoods is your 
point of contact for complaints. Contact the 
office by dialing 311. If you want to be 
purposeful about making a complaint, provide 
as much information as possible. Photographs, 
videos, and a chronological log of activity may 
be helpful depending on the type of violation. 
Call in a complaint the moment you have 
actionable intelligence; after that you will 
experience a diminishing return on your 
complaint. Remember to request follow-up 
information after the initial codes inspection. 
Progressive Enforcement: How It Works. The 
City uses a progressive enforcement model with 
a set of graduated code enforcement tools. The 
first tool is a notice of violation. A notice is a 
friendly letter asking the violator to remedy the 
violation. Most property owners comply with 
the notice and all is well. If the letter fails, the 
City Codes Department may cite the violator to 
court. A citation to court means the violator 
gets a $50 fine and could pay court costs of 
about $200 for a court appearance. If a single 
citation fails to deter an ongoing violation, the 
City will ask the Court to assess a fine for each 
day of noncompliance. 
Finally, the City may seek an injunction 
ordering compliance. Violation of a court order 
could involve jail time. As of April 3, 2012, City 
Council approved an ordinance creating an 
administrative hearing officer with authority to 

1

In case readers have not heard, 4th & Gill 
neighbors contacted several city officials with 
concerns about 826 N Broadway.  The City 
Law Director called a meeting for the 
neighborhood to address concerns. From that 
meeting, I took away the following: 

1) The City Zoning Ordinance defines 
halfway house as a place parolees are 
court ordered to reside; FOCUS can 
offer services to most parolees because 
only a small percentage of parolees are 
court ordered to reside in a particular 
place; 

2) FOCUS Ministries retooled its operation 
to provide services that do not meet the 
definition of a halfway house; and 

3) Only legislative action will address the 
larger “concentration of services” issue. 

If you want details, I’ve posted Judith Neff’s 
wonderful notes to listserv. The following is a 
brief analysis of the meeting results. 
Complaint Based Enforcement. According to 
the City Law Director, the City enforces its 
ordinances based on complaints. This mode of 
enforcement has its pros and cons. 
One drawback is that code violations are 
everywhere, but rarely reported. Either folks do 
not recognize the violation or would rather not 
rat out a neighbor. In addition to the low 
reporting rate, most complaints come only after 
a violation gains serious momentum. On the 
bright side, the number of code enforcement 
officers needed to deal with legitimate 
complaints keeps your taxes low and “Big 
Brother” out of your hair. 
Complaint based enforcement means that 
neighbors must maintain a certain level of 
awareness and knowledge about codes–what 
they mean, how they work, and when we 
should complain. The Knoxville Code of 
Ordinances can be found online at 
www.municode.com. If you believe a violation 
exists and would like to discuss, please email 

By Daniel S. 

Continued on Page 7 
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Covenant Health Marathon 

826 Broadway Continued… 
impose a penalty of up to $500 for this kind of 
violation. Perhaps this process will be in use by 
the next newsletter.   
826 Broadway is a good example of progressive 
enforcement. The City Codes Department 
became aware of the proposed use by self 
disclosure–FOCUS asked for permission to 
operate a halfway house. City Codes informed 
FOCUS that 
it would need a Use on Review approval or it 
would be found in violation. When Codes 
found out about the move from neighbors, it 
issued a citation. FOCUS paid the citation and 
agreed to comply with codes going forward. 
Identifying the Issue: How to Zoom in On 
Violations. It’s important to identify the 
appropriate issue because dealing with code 
violations requires considerable time and effort. 
I respectfully submit that our issue today is not 
whether FOCUS is operating a halfway house. 
Clearly, under existing codes, FOCUS can 
serve many parolees without qualifying as a 
halfway house. Charles Swanson, City Law 
Director, best summed up our issue when he 
said “there is no question [we] really do face a 
tremendous concentration of service providers 
in this area.” This was not the issue Council 
had in mind when it adopted the definition of 
halfway house. So what can we do? Mr. 
Swanson agreed to review what local legislation 
could do to address our issue. I will be 
following this issue closely. He also said we 
should contact our councilmen, representatives, 
and senators. Possible further actions regarding 
codes will be a serious item on the agenda at 
our next few Neighborhood Board meetings.  
State House: Harry Tindell  

Contact: 865-524-7200; 615-741-2031 
rep.harry.tindell@capitol.tn.gov 
State Senate: Stacey Campfield  
Contact: 865-524-3725; 615-741-1766 
sen.stacey.campfield@capitol.tn.gov 

City Council: Nick Della Volpe  
Contact: 865-215-2075 
ndellavolpe@cityofknoxville.org 

She found that her subjects preferred half the 
amount of recommended sugar. In their 
classrooms Beaumont students make models and 
learn from demonstrations.  Ruby made a 
fascinating model of a humming bird when she 
studied the rainforest.  Elsa remembers an 
intriguing demonstration of conduction using 
identical black squares and predicting which one 
would melt an ice cube first.    

Trouble happens:  You can get in trouble at 
Beaumont Elementary.  We don’t want to name 
names, but we know about trouble.  You can 
believe us.  Here are some ways to get in trouble.  
If you make arm farts, your class will probably 
have to do laps at recess.  If you tell the teacher 
you are coloring with a tone of voice that means 
you don’t want to come for reading time, you will 
get a pit stop.  If you dare another kid to put 
lipstick on his face and he does it, you will get a 
pit stop.  Pit stops happen if you get too many 
marks or if you do one big not-so-good thing.   

Ruby, Georgia, Dahlia, and Elsa are thoughtful 
and honest about their school and their learning.  
Their ways of talking, showing their schoolwork, 
demonstrating ideas were impressive and would 
surely make the staff of Beaumont School proud.  
Please be on the lookout for ways to support 
Beaumont in the future.  See, also, the current 
Internet project to raise funds in a separate piece 
in this newsletter. 

Beaumont Elementary 
Continued… 



 

 

  

Magic Mystery Gable 
Guess the correct address to identify this gable.  Then email 
your answer to efconnally@gmail.com.  The winner gets 

bragging rights and the incredibly high esteem of all 4th 
& Gill neighbors and probably all of Tennessee.  

Good Luck! 
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