
Fourth & Gill Neighborhood News
SUMMER 2012

Save the Date
Monday, September 10
Potluck Picnic
6:30pm • Location TBA

Saturday, October 13
Fall Cleanup
9:00am • Caswell Circle

Wednesday, October 31
Halloween Party
5:00pm • Location TBA

Monday, November 12
Gillbilly Talk
6:30pm • Central United 

Methodist

Sunday, December 9
Holiday Open Houses
5:00pm–8:00pm • 

Location TBA

Restoring Our Walking Spaces 
by Margaret B.

A dilapidated chain fence and an 
abandoned portion of  a parking lot have 
recently become the target of  restoration 
here in the Fourth and Gill neighborhood. 
Calla McN., Fourth and Gill Board Member 
and Parks and Beautification Chair, has 

explored ways to improve the portion of  
Gratz Street that runs along the property 
line of  Broadway Carpets and intersects 
with Caswell Ave. With Broadway Carpets 
completely on board, Calla has completed 
a grant proposal for The Dow Chemical 
Company’s DowGives Community Grant 
Application on behalf  of  the Fourth and 
Gill neighborhood. The final decision for 
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Proposed Artistic Fence and Mural

Abandoned Parking lot and Proposed 
Greenspace Location

a

b

Figure 1:  a) Project area location map;
b) Aerial view of project location showing over-
grown and dilapidated nature of the abandoned 
parking lot and proposed artistic fence and greens-
pace location.
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Old arrivals
by Arin S.

When Governor Haslam left Knoxville for 
Nashville, the News-Sentinel described 
him as Knoxville’s first governor since 
Parson Brownlow in 1869, skipping 
blithely over Fourth and Gill’s brief  
brush with gubernatorial fame. Until 
1985, on the lot now occupied by 
the Birdhouse’s community garden, 
stood a house sometimes known as 
the William Caswell House, sometimes 
as “The Haunted House,” but also 
sometimes as “The Governor’s 
Mansion.” Though the appellation may 
imply something more than it was, in 
1899, the house at 803 N. Fourth Ave 
became home to Robert Love Taylor, 
along with his wife and five children, 
when he returned to Knoxville after his 
third term as Governor of  Tennessee.

The News-Sentinel’s point was one 
that many a resident of  Knoxville still 

runs into—what does it take to be 
able to say you’re “from Knoxville”?

Born in Happy Valley in Carter County 
in 1850, Robert Taylor first came 
to Knoxville in 1885, having been 
appointed as U.S. Pension Agent by 
President Grover Cleveland. He wasn’t 
here long. In 1886, Tennessee’s 
Republican convention nominated 
Robert’s brother Alfred Taylor as their 
candidate for Governor. A few weeks 
later, the Democrats countered by 
nominating Bob Taylor, setting off  what 
is certainly the most curious campaign 
in Tennessee’s history, dubbed “The 
War of  the Roses” after the 15th 
century English struggle between 
the houses of  Lancaster and York. In 
a time when even the common man 
enjoyed a good historical reference, 
Alf  and Bob campaigned across the 
state playing up the theme—Bob 
arrived in town in a carriage covered in 
white roses and bunting, Alf  with red. 

Receptions would be held in the same 
hotels with the brothers standing at 
opposite entrances. They were famous 
for their rhetoric and as a day’s worth 
of  entertainment. The debates were a 
mix of  politics, anecdotes, jokes, and, 
to round out the evening, music. If  Bob 
might have been judged to have been 
the better debater, Alf  might still have 
been judged the better fiddler. At one 
event, Bob said, “Take Alf  and me for 
instance … born of  the same mother 
and nursed of  the same breast. But 
Alf’s milk turned sour, and he became 
a Republican.” At another debate, 
when so many of  Bob’s supporters 
crowded the platform that it crumpled 
under the weight, Alf  raised his hand 
high over the crowd: “Hold on fellow 
citizens, that’s just the Democratic 
platform collapsing as usual.” It was 
a clash of  principles and politics, but 
not of  brotherly relations—Bob and 
Alf  stayed each night in the same 
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an update from the 
Codes Committee
by Daniel S., Codes Chair

The Fourth and Gill Neighborhood 
Board of  Directors has joined a multi-
neighborhood group to address issues 
in North Knoxville. 

The group held its first meeting in June 
to form an action plan to include a letter 
to local officials and scheduling follow 
up meetings with key players. Several 
local officials received a polite letter in 
July. Additionally, the group recently met 
with Knoxville Police Chief  Rousch and 
Sammy Manning of  the Tennessee Board 
of  Probation and Parole. The letter 

was well received, and the meetings 
resulted in a better understanding 
of  (1) police presence, (2) effective 
codes regarding homeless services and  
halfway houses, and (3) effective codes 
regarding blighted properties.

Progress with potential code 
amendments is ongoing. As everyone at 
the May 9th public meeting will recall, 
Mayor Rogero promised our community 
that she would work toward making the 
necessary changes in policy and law to 
address tremendous concentration of  
services along the Broadway corridor. 
The law department assures us that 
research is ongoing.

Among other topics of  discussion at 
board meetings is the possibility of  
a NOTICE (Neighbors Organized To 
Initiate Code Enforcement) Program in 
partnership with the city. The program 
would be modeled after programs in 
Nashville and other metropolitan areas 
to train participants in identifying and 
reporting code violations. Mayor Rogero 
is familiar with similar programs through 
her work on vacant properties. NOTICE 
will be a topic of  discussion at upcoming 
board meetings.

If  you have questions regarding code-
related issues, you may email the 
Code Committee Chair, Daniel S., at  
4th.gill.codes@gmail.com. 
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4th & Gill Summer  
agricultural Report
by Judith N.

Urban though we may be 
in Fourth and Gill, we have 
an impressive array of  
agricultural activity going on 
in the ‘hood. We are not just 
talking flower gardens here, 
either. There are a number of  

vegetable gardens visible 
as one walks through 
the neighborhood. The 

Birdhouse has sponsored a 
large community garden patch 
on Fourth. Neighbors have 
planted and tended plots there 
throughout this summer.

Everyone who takes the Gill 
Avenue path to and from 
the interstate has seen the 

sunflowers planted 
at the Birdhouse. 
They will be used 
in a community art 
project developed 

by Gerry M. and Mac 
G., The Sunflower Project, 
which will be completed this 
September 3 in the Krutch 
Park extension on Gay Street. 
Following the art exhibition the 
sunflower seeds will be saved 
for next year’s art project. 
Many other neighbors will 
contribute sunflowers they 
have grown in their yards to 
the art project. In like manner, 
sharing nature’s gifts is 
something Terry M. and Patrice 
A. have done with the pear 

tree they have by their house. 
According to our neighbor and 
UT Gardens Curator, James N., 
this particular botanical bounty 
is known as urban harvesting. 
James recommends harvesting 
the black walnuts from the 
huge walnut tree on the south 
side of  the 700 block of  
Morgan. The walnuts fall on 
the empty lot behind it that is 
on Lamar Street and are free 
for the gathering.

At the Gratz and Gill corner, 
there are three vegetable 
gardens in different yards as 
well as John N.’s bee hives. John 
started raising bees “to learn 
something new, something 
biological.” Honey bees fit the 
bill perfectly. Passing by the 
hives, you would see the bees 
are purposefully working in 
the beehives, only leaving or 
entering on pollen/nectar work 
trips. Both hives did well for 
some time, but one declined 
and lost its queen. After John 
raided that hive for the honey, 
the remaining hive is healthy. 
There will be no honey harvest 
this year, as it is demanding 
work for the bees to build a hive; 
this is why, though Fourth and 
Gill offers prodigious amounts 
of  flowers for bee pollination, 
John also feeds them sugar 
syrup. Next spring, John will 
re-populate the ill-fated hive. 
His bee coach guided him 
through this process and 
assures him that the loss of  a 

Newton Hens

john n.

checks     

the queen
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Porch Hop
The June Porch Hop was a huge success!

Here, Chris W. enjoys a Tom Collins on the N.’s porch. bill M. chats up a fern.
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What is Smart Trips?
by Sara M.

If  you’ve lived in Fourth and Gill for 
a while (or if  you pay close attention 
to the email list), you probably know 
that our neighbor Kelley S. oversees 
a program called Smart Trips at  
www.knoxsmarttrips.org. What you may 
not know is that Kelley hired me, Sara 
M. of  Eleanor Street, to join the Smart 
Trips team and help make it a success.

And now the entire neighborhood is 
flanked by Smart Trips Coordinators. 
Mwah-ha-ha-ha-HA!

So, what is Smart Trips, anyway?

Smart Trips is a free, online program 
where you earn gift cards when you 
drive less. 

If  you bike or walk to work, carpool, 

take the bus, work from home, or have 
a compressed schedule, you can earn 
points toward gift cards from Tomato 
Head, Bliss, Café 4, Just Ripe, Regal 
Cinemas, Panera Bread, Mast General 
Store, and Three Rivers Market! We’re 
adding even more gift cards next month.

The folks in Fourth and Gill make 
my job easy. Many of  us are already 
using alternative transportation to 
get to work. If  you’re one of  these 
conscientious commuters, Smart Trips 
wants you! We want to reward you for 
your good behavior, wow you with our 
rewards, and turn you into a Smart 
Trips champion who will urge your 
friends and family to drive less, too.

If  you’d like to drive less but haven’t 
worked out how to make it happen, 
maybe we can help. We offer online 
matching, so you can search for 

walking or biking buddies and carpool 
partners who live nearby and work out 
your schedule. You can even filter your 
search to show only your coworkers. 

We also provide Emergency Rides Home 
(ERH). If  you ride your bike to work and 
then the storm of the century starts at 
3pm, we’ll send a cab to get you home 
in one piece. Or, if  you took the bus, but 
your kid gets sick and you need to leave 
ASAP, our cabbie will get you and your 
kid home safely. Smart Trips participants 
get five ERHs per year.

Now, I know the modern American life 
gets busier every day. Sometimes we 
run to the grocery store after work or 
decide to finally try that early morning 
spin class. But here’s an easy way 
to make a big difference even with a 
spontaneous schedule -- make one 
day a …CONTiNueD ON PaGe 7
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hive is not uncommon. 
The surrounding 
neighbors who have 
cheered the project on will 
be happy to see two hives again in 
summer 2013.

Kay N., of  Luttrell Street, has a chicken 
coop, featuring two hens named Ada 
and Dilly. Kay learned all about hens 
as a girl in Memphis, where she helped 
manage her dad’s hens and the egg 
sales. Dale O. built a beautiful chicken 
run with ornate ironwork from the old 
Hotel St. Oliver by Kay’s garage where 
Ada and Dilly have laying boxes and a 
window seat that looks out on Kay’s 
water fountain. Kay uses all the eggs 
in cooking or as personal gifts. Kay’s 
cat, Posey, brings mice to the hens for 
the entertainment of  all; Ada and Dilly 
raise their wings, jump off  the ground 
and generally create a show.

The New York Times recently ran an 
article that claimed that buying local 
does not necessarily have the good 
effect consumers hope for when they 
carefully read labels in the market. 
However, it states that the use of  one’s 

own agricultural products 
is a way to play a 

small part in 
tipping the 

balance back to 
sustainability. We 

have that idea in 
4th and Gill.
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this grant application is expected to be announced on August 27th. 
However, Calla, along with other members of  our community have put 
incredible efforts to improving and enhancing the walking spaces of  our 
neighborhood. 

The purpose of  the DowGives grants are to enhance the aesthetic 
qualities of  Dow Chemical’s fencelines neighborhoods and to improve 
the overall quality of  life in the Knoxville Community by providing a 
grant of  $30,000 to the non-profit organization awarded the grant. 
The primary project Calla introduced in the grant proposal is for an 
artistic fence with a mural to replace the decrepit chain link fence that 
runs along the sidewalk on Gratz towards Caswell. The other part of  the 
project proposed is to turn a portion of  the Broadway Carpets parking 
lot on Gratz and Caswell into a greenspace. The greenspace project 
incorporates “innovative approaches to neighborhood beautification 
within the confines of  a commercialized urban environment.” Other 
Fourth and Gill residents, Gerry M., Juan M., and Katie W., have done the 
tenative designs for the design portion of  the grant.

In keeping with historic overlay, the plan is to incorporate the proposed 
fence to be constructed of  a mix of  wood and poured concrete sections 
that will contain the mural art. To also keep in historic overlay, the wood 
portions of  the fence will combine historic desigin elements from various 
houses in the neighborhood. If  this grant is awarded to Fourth and 
Gill Neighborhood, there is still more design and hard work that will be 
needed from our community to assure this plan is completed. This will 
be a great opportunity to share our green thumbs and get to meet your 
neighbors!
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lodgings, sharing dinner, and often the 
same bed.

“Our Bob” Taylor won the election of  
1886, and again in 1888, after which 
he determined he was too poor to 
remain Governor. He briefly moved to 
Chattanooga to start a law practice, 
but in 1892 returned to Northeast 
Tennessee and bought a house in 
Johnson City, from where he launched 
an immensely popular (and profitable) 
lecture circuit around the country. He 
ran again for governor in 1896, and it 
was following this term that he moved 
to the house on N. Fourth Ave. 

The house had already been there for 
nearly a decade, having been built by 
Bob Taylor’s cousin William Caswell 
around 1887, when the area was 
still beyond the northern city limits of  
Knoxville. It’s unclear how much time 
Bob Taylor ever spent in the house; 
he set out almost immediately on 

another lecture circuit, this time with 
his brother Alf. In 1900, the funeral of  
his wife, Sarah Baird Taylor, was held 
in the house. By 1903, though, Bob 
Taylor had moved uptown to the old 
Frank McClung mansion on W. Church 
Ave. Or at least nominally—his family 
resided there—but Bob was once 
again back on the lecture circuit, 
interrupting it only when selected 
as U.S. Senator in 1906. He was still 
residing in Washington on March 31, 
1912 when he died a few days after an 
operation for gallstones. 

A congressional delegation arranged 
for a funeral train to Nashville, but 
from Nashville it returned to Knoxville, 
to his family. His funeral was held in 
the Auditorium building downtown, and 
his funeral parade was said to have 
stretched the length of  Gay Street 
to the gates of  Old Gray Cemetery. 
Contemporary reports place the 
number of  attendees at his grave  

at 40,000.

Bob Taylor was much beloved, and 
he passed during what was still the 
prime of  his national popularity. In his 
traveling lectures, he had been heard 
by what was described as “a multitude 
of  millions.” His political legacy is, to 
21st-century eyes, more mixed. He 
touted as his major achievement the 
betterment of  public education. He 
established a reform school system 
to keep children from being sent to 
prison. He also, however, lived in a 
time when the “Lost Cause” of  the 
South was mythologized. “God has 
made the South the best,” he wrote. 
“He poured out his floods of  sunshine 
upon her valleys and dimpled her 
green hills with shadowy coves, where 
gay birds flutter and sing and bright 
waters ripple in eternal melody. The 
sun rises on Yankee Doodle and sets in 
the West, but he is at the full meridian 
of  glory away down South in Dixie.” He 

Guess the correct address 
to identify this gable. 
Then email your answer to 
efconnally@gmail.com. The 
winner receives the hard-
won awe and respect of a 
neighborhood collectively 
struck dumb by your keen 
intellect and gable savviness.

Can You Guess the Mystery Gable?

…CONTiNueD OlD aRRivalS
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supported a new poll tax and a series 
of  voter registration laws that largely 
disenfranchised Tennessee’s blacks 
for decades. 

As Governor in Nashville, Bob Taylor 
presided over the Centennial Exposition 
of1897, leaving the Parthenon there 
as a sort of  physical remembrance. 
In Knoxville, he led a delegation 
that brought Governor John Sevier’s 
remains from Alabama and reinterred 
them in our courthouse lawn.

Bob Taylor’s remains were moved from 
Old Gray to a family plot in Johnson City 
in 1938, to lie next to his brother Alf. 
The old house at 803 N. Fourth was 
not an architectural marvel, looking 
somewhat like two or three houses 
that had been shoved together, but it 
was one of  Knoxville’s only remaining 
ties to “Our Bob.” Too large by post-
Depression standards, it housed two 
or three families until it was divided 

even more during the World War II 
housing shortage. Construction of  
the interstate through its backyard 

necessitated the demolition of  one 
of  its additions. The house had stood 
empty for a decade when neighborhood 
efforts resulted in its listing on the 
National Register of  Historic Places 

in 1984. Any nascent plans for its 
restoration or reuse were thwarted, 
however, in February 1985 when a fire 
was set in the house, heavily damaging 
it. It was subsequently demolished.

While William Caswell is remembered in 
Knoxville by Caswell Street and Caswell 
Park, his famous cousin Bob has left 
little in the way of  a physical legacy. 
We have a monument in Old Gray 
Cemetery that bears his name but 
from which a governor was moved and 
a monument on the courthouse lawn 
that now marks a different governor. 
And we in Fourth and Gill have a set 
of  concrete steps ascending from our 
eponymous corner to a little garden. 
There’s nothing there in particular to 
remind us of  “Our Bob,” but perhaps 
this farm-of-sorts is not a bad tribute 
to a man who stopped on this corner, 
ever so briefly, on his way from Happy 
Valley to eternity. 	  
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week Carpool Day. Find a few coworkers or neighbors and 
just try it once a week. You’ll save 20% of  your weekly 
commute costs and emissions, and the other four days can 
still be as crazy and unplanned as usual.

The bottom line:
The air quality in our region is awful (many of  you 
have the asthma to prove it), and all the miles we drive 
don’t help—not to mention the money it takes to do 
use your car. Here’s an opportunity for you to save 
(and earn) money and improve our air quality at the 
same time. Check us out online, and give it a try— 
www.knoxsmarttrips.org. We’ll both be glad you did!

If  you’d like to know more about Smart Trips, contact me, 
Sara M., at 215-3234 or email me at 
sara.martin@knoxtrans.org.



http://www.fourthandgill.org
P.O. box 3845
Knoxville, Tennessee 37927-3845

	  

What do you consider to be the most overrated virtue?

Brevity.

What do you most value in your friends?

Brevity.

What is your motto?

I will get by.

Who is your favorite hero of  fiction?

Spiderman.

What is your quest?

To find the Holy Grail!

Q
A&
Q
A&
Q
A&
Q
A&
Q
A&

These questions are stolen from The Proust Questionnaire, except for 
the last one, which belongs to the brains behind Monty Python,  

as in “Monty Python and the Holy Grail” (1975).

Get to Know Your Neighbor: 
Stephen b.!

Stephen & althea

Thanks to Stephen for being  
such a good sport!

	  


