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Please join us for the 
Historic Fourth & Gill 
Holiday Open House

Sunday, December 9
5 p.m.–8 p.m.

Hollis Home: 1014 eleanor Street
klonaris Home: 719 luttrell Street
thompson Home: 839 Deery Street

neff Home: 811 Gratz Street

Halloween in our neighborhood has always 
been something special. After 22 years, it 
still is a special night. The party this year was 
held in the Fellowship Hall at Central United 
Methodist Church (CUMC). Thanks to CUMC for 
welcoming us in from the cold. I enjoyed my 
hot dog and bowl(s) of  chili much more inside. 
The church hall was packed with neighbors 
of  all shapes and ages—and according to 
one delighted observer, “at least five bazillion 
babies and toddlers!”

To set the mood, the hall 
had been strung with 
posters, and a pointy 
black witch hat was 
placed invitingly at the 
entrance. The food was 
delicious—with plenty 
of hot dogs that Howard 
and Calla McN. made sure 
were gobbled up before 
neighbors headed home 
to hand out candy. 

This year, there was a lot of  diversity among the 
costumes. We had everything from “Whipped 
Cream and Pi” to “Opposites.” Crowd favorites 
were the magician who pulled a rabbit (a.k.a. 
daughter) out of  a top hat and the Tiny Robot 

For supporting our chili contest  
with great prizes, thank you: 

Jig & reel and nathan Johnson 
café Four and Jim and lori klonaris

Fourth & Gill Neighborhood News
FALL 2012
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Halloween is the best in Fourth and Gill 
by tim p. with input from Nina M.

In the spirit of  the season, neighbors are 
invited to donate a gift for a child ages  
5 through 12 years, to the Boys & Girls Club. 
Please wrap and label with gender and age. 
Leave the gift at any host’s home, and we 
will deliver the gifts to the Boys & Girls Club.

photo: Scott H.
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officers
President: Coordinates board meetings, 
pursues issues of  interest to the entire 
neighborhood, and represents 4th & Gill 
to various groups in the city. Judith N., 
merlin2@comcast.net, served in 2012, 
the last of  her three-year term.

Vice President: Supports the president by 
advising, chairing meetings as needed, 
and meeting with the president and 
various interest groups, as needed. 
Lisa H., lisahollis25@yahoo.com, served 
in 2012, the first of  her three-year term.

Secretary: Takes notes at board 
meetings, makes sense of  frequently 
exuberant discussions, and keeps 
archives of  the organization. Melynda W.,  
artgoddess@comcast.net, served in 
2012, the last of  her three-year term. 

Treasurer: Deposits funds, pays bills/
receipts, balances the checkbook, 
monitors the post office box, and creates 
monthly/yearly reports. Robert R., 
robertwrogers@gmail.com, served in 
2012, the first of  his three-year term.

chairs
Social Committee Chair: Gathers a 
committee, chairs periodic committee 
meetings, steers development of  social 
activities, and reports monthly to the 
board. In 2012, Carol O’D. coordinated 
continuation of  the Halloween Party, the 
Holiday Open Houses, potlucks, picnics, 
and Gillbilly talks. She was responsible for 
developing the hugely popular summer 
Porch Hops. Carol served in 2011 and 
2012. At the end of  2012, she reluctantly 
decided she must resign, and Calla McN. 
cmcnamee@ucalgary.ca, stepped in to 
complete Carol’s term.

Welcome Committee: Recruit members, 
meet as needed, create welcome materials, 
and greet new neighbors. Margaret B., 
margaretlouisefox@hotmail.com, is the 
current chair and has overseen the 
development of  totebags with the 4th & Gill 
logo on them for containing the welcome 
flyer they created, home-baked treats, and 
assorted resources for new neighbors. 
This year was Margaret’s second year of  
her three-year term.

Communications Committee Chair: Gathers 
a committee, chairs periodic committee 
meetings, monitors/develops all forms 
of  communication, including the listserv, 
website, posters, newsletter, flyers, and 
reports to the board at monthly meetings. 
Bess C., efconnally@gmail.com, took on 
this chair and has steered all means of  
communications, including redesigning 
the production of  the newsletter with a 
new designer and exploring a facebook 
presence. This year was Bess’s second 
year of  a three-year term. 

Parks and Beautification Committee Chair: 
Gathers a committee, advertises cleanup 
days, pursues grants, develops and 
promotes beautification projects for the 4th 
& Gill Park and the entire neighborhood. 
Tim P., tparker1025@gmail.com, handled 
all details of  the cleanup days and 
investigated the possibility of  obtaining 
trees for neighbors. Tim served as chair in 
2012, the first year of  a three-year term.

Neighborhood Center Chair: Gathers a 
committee, meets as needed, coordinates/
supervises maintenance/improvement 
of  the Neighborhood Center, and 
monitors/adjusts income generated and 
the maintenance fund. As chair, Bill M., 

billmurrah@gmail.com, collaborated with 
Will Isom, director of  The Birdhouse, which 
rents space from 4th & Gill. They have 
guided volunteers or paid contractors to 
do many projects, including re-roofing the 
center, installing new flooring, maintaining 
grounds, and securing safety in the 
structure. This year was Bill’s third year of  
a three-year term. 

Codes Chair: Monitors neighborhood and 
surrounding areas for codes violations; 
monitors/addresses building codes 
activities, including adherence to historical 
guidelines; communicates with city officials 
as needed; and coordinates neighborhood 
presence at appropriate government 
activities. Our current chair is Dan S., 
danielsanders@me.com. He completed a 
huge amount of  work, including generating 
detailed monthly reports to the board, 
periodically reporting on the listserv to 
the neighborhood, meeting several times 
with city officials, and creating/tracking 
numerous emails to same. This year was 
Dan’s first year of  a three-year term.

Finance Chair: Creates budget documents 
to track expenditures for each committee 
and balances requested funds against 
spent funds. These documents are needed 
to give a clear account of  how and where 
we use/need money. We have had no 
finance chair for two years. 

The 4th & Gill Neighborhood Organization 
needs four persons to join the board in 
2013. Please think of  neighbors, including 
your fabulous self, who might run for 
the board; elections are at the February 
potluck. Please email any member of  
the board, if  you have questions or 
nominations. 	  

4th & Gill board of Directors
Serving on our board of  directors is an honor and lots of  work. But, it is most of  all about friendship and fun. All officers and chairs 
work together to develop and protect the neighborhood. We will elect new board members at our Annual Meeting in February. 
Here is an update on the work accomplished this year and an explanation of  the areas in which we need more neighbors to serve.
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Knoxville has been home to inventors, 
industrialists, artists, authors, senators 
and congressmen, a Supreme Court 
justice, ambassadors, governors (and 
not just of  Tennessee)—in bits and 
pieces over time, our little city has 
had impacts and influence well beyond 
our region. We cannot, for example, 
minimize the impact on national history 
that the women’s suffrage movement 
in Knoxville had. Intangible effects of  
Knoxvillians on our history abound. Very 
few people, however, have left legacies 
that are immediately and visually 
recognizable as relating to Knoxville 
—a painting in a museum, a memorial 
plaque, a building or two. And then, 
there’s George Franklin Barber.

It’s a good bet that most old-house 
people in Knoxville have heard of  
George Barber. “He’s that Victorian 
architect, of  course.” It’s such a 
ubiquitous association that there are 
plenty of  Victorian houses in Knoxville, 
with no specific evidence supporting 
the attribution, that have appeared in 
various tours, real estate listings, or just 
as repeated stories as “Barber” houses. 
The confusion is understandable—his 
firm’s records do not survive. What 
may not be so obvious to us, here, is 
how far-reaching Barber’s architectural 
influence was. Don’t be surprised if, one 
day, while driving through some small 
town in Iowa, you do a double-take at 
happening upon a duplicate of  a house 
down the block from you.

George Barber was born in DeKalb, 
Illinois, in 1854 and grew up in Kansas. 
Previously a salesman of  ornamental 
plants and a carpenter, he had only 

fairly recently begun billing 
himself  as an architect when 
he arrived in Knoxville in 1888 
with his wife and newborn 
child. Very few architects of  
the day had any sort of  formal 
training, and Barber was no 
exception—his education 
consisted entirely of  the study 
of  books and pamphlets 
published by other architects, 
which he had ordered 
through the mail. In Knoxville, 
Barber discovered a city 
where the older, established 
architectural firms were well 
entrenched. He had to expand 
his market, and, to do that, he 
turned to a method pioneered 
a few years earlier by Palliser 
Architects of  Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, whose books he 
owned—architecture by mail.

It’s hard to comprehend 
today how an enterprise of  
this nature could work, but 
to the world of  19th-century 
America, it was not so far-
fetched. If  you built a house 
in Knoxville, it is very likely 
that your bricks were fired in 
Knoxville, your lumber was 
sawn here, your floorboards 
planed here, your mantels 
built here, and your fireplace 
grates cast here. Half  of  your 
furniture would likely have been built in 
factories within two miles of  your house. 
Cities, however, were the anomaly—we 
were a primarily agricultural society, 
and most people, when travel was slow 

and expensive, did not have quick or 
convenient access to goods or services. 
You might not know what color the 
tile you ordered for your hearth was, 
exactly, until you opened the crate you 

…continueD on paGe 5

charles craig House 
richland center, Wisconsin 

Sandhill marketing, llc 
photo by michael a. tomlan

isaac Ziegler House 
formerly on n. Fourth avenue 

photo courtesy of library of congress

George barber’s mail order architecture 
by arin S.
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What is the dish you make 
for that special someone 
or one you hope a loved 
one will make for you on 
thanksgiving?

Claire C.:

Every year around this time, the Coker 
clan starts getting excited to eat my 
mom’s incredible apple pie. She only 
makes it on very special occasions like 
my grandmother’s birthday, Christmas, 
and, of  course, Thanksgiving. Making 
this apple pie is an all-day affair. She 
makes the crust from scratch using 
her secret blend of  butter, butter, and 
more butter. When my brother and 
I were little, she would let us make 
designs in the 
crust and press 
down the edges 
of  the pie. We 
must have ruined 

a pie one year, because now 
we are banned from touching 
her pies until they are baked 
and ready to be devoured. In 
the Coker family, apple pie has 
become the main course. It’s 
one of  the only dishes where 
seconds are expected, if  not 
required. Apple pie is a tradition 
in our family that I hope to pass 
down when I start a family of  my own. 

  Gordon C.:

Gabrielle’s curried carrot ginger soup 
at Thanksgiving. To die for… My mom 
always made a blueberry cheesecake 
for me and pecan pies for the other 
heathen siblings.

Sara M.:

The most signature Thanksgiving 
dish is the pie. At our annual 
dinner, which is a cozy, 8-person 
meal, somehow we always end 
up with as many pies as we have 
guests! Everybody has their 
favorite: black walnut for my 
mom, pumpkin for Aunt Mona, 
shoofly for my in-laws. When I 
see that lovely dessert spread, 
I can pair a pie with each of  
my friends and family. It’s a 

beautiful sight  
to behold.

Sean M.:

I am a gravy snob. 
It sounds silly, 

but I am. I can’t stand the thin acidic 
stuff  that we’re all used too—or 
even worse, lumpy flavorless gravy-
paste. For my Thanksgivings, it must 
be perfect! That’s why, every year, I 
make a labor-intensive 3-step gravy. 
The entire process stretches out over 
2 days and involves lots of  chopping, 
whisking, simmering, and special 
ingredients. You think that’s crazy? 
Then you have never had my gravy!

can you guess the address of this mystery 
gable? if you can, email your answer to 
efconnally@gmail.com and she will carve 
an identical, life-sized gable for you out of 
chocolate. not really, but she and the entire 
4th & Gill board will be suitably impressed.

can you Guess  
the mystery Gable?

Gabrielle b. and two of her famous apple pies.

Sean m. and his crazy-good gravy.
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had been shipped, but if  you needed 
socks, or a furnace, or live chickens, 
they were all available by mail order. 
Why not architecture?

Palliser’s method, the one adopted by 
George Barber, went like this: publish 
inexpensive paperback booklets for 
direct distribution; ask the client to 
answer questions about his particular 
situation—desired cost, lot size, 
orientation—these answers were 
mailed to the architect with the 
stipulated fee; the architect produced 
sketches and plans to be mailed back 
for approval; the client could make 
corrections and mail them back; the 
architect would draft a complete set of  
plans, elevations, details, and a written 
set of  construction specifications for the 
use of  a local builder. 

It was a way to provide architectural 
services of  some level to everyone, 
where architectural services would 
otherwise be too difficult or expensive to 
obtain. All that was left was to convince 
people that they needed an architect—
that your own preconceptions, mistakes 
in understanding of  good relationships 
between rooms, baseless assurances of  
your local builder—all of  these would 
result in deficient buildings, years of  
unhappiness, everlasting regret, and 
cost overruns. “Keep both ears open,” 
wrote Palliser & Palliser, “one to take 
in the advice from your neighbors and 
the other to let it out.” They warned 
against irregular, ill-designed buildings 
“discordant in appearance, pernicious 
to the eye of  the cultivated, and out 
of  all keeping and harmony with their 
surroundings.” Following suit, George 
F. Barber & Co. claimed to be “between 
you and a hideous monstrosity.”

Business grew quickly. With increased 
advertising, demand for “Barber 
Houses” expanded. By 1900, Barber’s 
architectural firm employed more than 50 
people, making it the largest in Knoxville, 
and likely in Tennessee. It churned out 
more than 1,000 sets of plans a year—
as many as 20,000 in its two decades of  
business—and these plans were mailed 
to nearly every state, several Canadian 
provinces, and as far away as Japan, 
China, the Philippines, and South Africa. 
Knoxville has a good concentration of  
Barber houses, but it pales in comparison 
to the hundreds and likely thousands of  
others that remain elsewhere.

The most notable grouping of these 
houses in Knoxville exists on Washington 
Avenue in Parkridge, but Fourth and 
Gill has at least eight and likely more. 
Barber’s happiness at modifying 
his designs to suit particular clients 
makes many of them hard to identify. 
Fourth and Gill’s most recognizable 
example was the Isaac Ziegler house on  
N. Fourth Ave., considered enough of  
a gem that it was photographed for the 
Library of Congress shortly before it was 
demolished. This was a sad loss, certainly, 
but take heart—it has a twin still standing 
in Richland Center, Wisconsin. In the world 
of mail order architecture, there may be 
a copy anywhere.

Look for these other George F. Barber 
houses in Fourth and Gill:

• 516 Lovenia Street 
• 800 Deery Street 
• 821 Deery Street 
• 816 N. Fourth Avenue 
• 703 Luttrell Street 
• 907 Luttrell Street 
• 941 Eleanor Street 
• 1003 Eleanor Street.

	   	  

Special thanks  
to our board members

For nearly two years, Carol O’D. 
has served on the 4th & Gill 
Board and taken responsibility 
for the Social Committee as 
its chair. Recently, it became 
necessary for her to resign 
from the board. During her 
tenure, the neighborhood 
started the famous and popular 
summer Porch Hops. Carol 
took responsibility for steering 
the committee through many 
picnics, two Halloween parties, 
two Holiday Open Houses, 
several Gillbilly meetings, and 
many potluck dinners. Thanks, 
Carol, for all you have done for 
4th & Gill. We wish you the very 
best.

In the past few months, another 
board member, Calla McN., 
ambitiously pursued a $30,000 
grant from DOW Chemical for 
improving 4th & Gill under 
the Parks and Beautification 
committee. Calla and her 
committee narrowly missed 
being recipients of  the award, 
which was given to South Doyle 
Middle School—we had a 
worthy competitor and can be 
happy for them. Meanwhile, and 
in the future, the work Calla and 
the committee invested is on file 
and will be a valuable asset for 
the neighborhood the next time 
a beautification project or grant 
comes our way. Thanks for all 
your ingenious hard work and 
dedication, Calla!
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Knoxville’s Curbside Recycling Program 
reached its one year mark in October 
and has collected more than 5,000 tons 
of material from 20,000 households. 
Here are a few more facts about the 
program since its inception last year.

“At this point in time, we have collected 
5,396.49 tons of materials for recycling,” 
said John Homa, Public Service 
Department Solid Waste Project Manager. 
“In terms of environmental impact, that is 
equivalent to keeping 2,753 cars off the 
road for a year by preventing greenhouse 
gas emissions or to saving 35,784 trees 
from having to be planted to be used to 
make paper products or to saving 4,020 
tons of natural resources, such as coal 
and iron ore.”

Signups for the program started in April 
2011, and the initial goal of  20,000 
households was reached in December. 
Regular curbside service for those 
enrolled began last October. There is 
a waiting list of  about 1,600! The city 

anticipates placing at least 100 carts 
to those at the top of  the list after the 
first of  the year to replace those who 
have dropped out of  the program for 
various reasons. The demand for the 
program to grow is clear, and Mr. Homa 
hopes that a solid showing this year 
will indicate to Waste Connections, the 
service provider, that Knoxville has a 
strong community of  residents wanting 
to participate in the program. While 
statistics for individual neighborhoods 
are not currently available, Mr. Homa 
and Director of  Public Service, David 
Brace expect this to be a possibility 
later this year.

“As curbside recycling customers 
ourselves, my family and I know what 
a great service this is,” said Mayor 
Madeline Rogero. “The results from 
this first year show that Knoxville 
residents are diverting a huge 
amount of  reusable materials from 
local landfills and helping protect and 
sustain our environment.”

More details on the program 
can be found on the website at  
www.doyourpartwiththecart.com or by 
calling 311.

The 4th & Gill Home Tour in April 
of  2010 was a rousing success. 
Since then, many neighbors and 
interested persons who would 
like to attend our home tour have 
asked when we would hold the 
next one. Currently, the board 
is assessing the possibility of  a 
Home Tour in 2013. We already 
have homeowners willing to put 
their homes on the tour. We 
need volunteers for the Home 
Tour Committee. If  we have 
enough committee members 
to work on the Home Tour, we 

will begin organizing it in mid-
January 2013. 

Home Tour Committee meetings 
will be necessary for a few 
volunteers: (1) a graphics 
developer for signs, tickets, and 
tour booklets; (2) a logistics 
coordinator for the trolley 
and ticket booth setup; (3) an 
editor for the written content 
for the tour book; and (4) a 
PR developer. There are also 
many tasks that do not require 
committee meetings, including 

selling tour book advertising to 
a few business people, working 
the day of  the tour, staying with 
homeowners in their homes 
during the tour, and hosting a 
post-event celebration the day 
of  the Home Tour. 

Let’s renew this tradition! 
Please volunteer for the 2013 
Home Tour Committee tasks. 
Let us know what you can 
do by emailing Judith N. at  
merlin2@comcast.net.

	  

	  

2013 Home tour Volunteers needed by Judith n.

curbside recycling program reaches one year  
by bess c. with thanks to John Homa for statistics and information on average, the weight per 

pickup of a cart is 30 lbs.

of the total carts, 77% to 
80% are set out for pickup 

every month. in the industry 
overall this is considered a 

very high rate.

the program also provides 
recycling carts in the 

downtown business district for 
those residents in apartments 

and for small businesses in 
the area. Seventy-two tons of 
materials have been collected 
from that part of the program. 

city residents recycled an 
additional 3,391.73 tons of 
materials at city Drop-off 
centers during the past  

12 months.
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conGratulationS!

One of  the prestigious Dogwood Trails 
goes through your neighborhood! 
Every April, Dogwood Arts promotes 
and celebrates our region’s art, 
culture, and natural beauty. In 1955, 
the Dogwood Trails and Garden 

Byways were created to beautify 
our neighborhoods. The dogwood 
tree is a source of  community pride 
and tradition and, over the years, 
local dogwood tree populations 
have dwindled due to age, disease, 
development, and neglect. Dogwood 
Arts, with corporate and community 
support, has planted more than 4,000 

new trees over the past three years to 
help restore the former vitality of  East 
Tennessee’s dogwood tree population.

As a Trail resident, we ask that you help 
keep Knoxville blooming for years to 
come. You may purchase Appalachian 
Snow (white) or Cherokee Brave (pink) 
disease-resistant dogwood trees at 
www.bazillionblooms.com or by calling 
865.637.4561 now through mid-
November. These 3’ to 4’ bareroot 
trees are available for $25 each or five 
for $100. Trees may be picked up on 
December 1, 2012 at UT Gardens.

Larger dogwood trees and other 
blooms are available at these 
participating garden centers:

• Ellenburg Landscaping & Nursery

• Mayo Garden Centers

• Stanley’s Greenhouses

• Thress Nursery Gardens

	  

	  

…continueD HalloWeen
with a real working light 
on top of  his costume. 
The scary crowd was well 
represented by lots of  
zombies, gremlins, and 
ghouls with bloody faces. 

As for the party after 
the party, the trick or 
treating was fantastic. We 
estimated more than 300 
guests at our porch. The 
sidewalks and houses 
close together in 4th and 
Gill are still the reason 
for the tremendous 
crowds of  candy-hungry 
visitors to our Halloween 
festivities. We see so 

many of  the same faces 
each year, and the 
families we speak to love 
to tell us how much they 
love Halloween in our 
neighborhood.

I hope to be giving candy 
out for at least another 
22 years in 4th and Gill. I 
just hope we do not have 
a 38-year-old son at our 
house still dressing up 
for trick or treating! That 
is, unless he is visiting 
with our grandchildren.
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http://www.fourthandgill.org
p.o. box 3845
knoxville, tennessee 37927-3845

	  

Who are your heroes in real life?

Parents who set high expectations for their children and provide 
lots of  support and nurturance to help them achieve it. Good 
parents rock and so do their kids!

What is your favorite occupation?

Professor. I love my job. I appreciate the flexibility, the 
opportunity to think HARD, and the chance to teach students. I 
am so very lucky.

Which talent would you most like to have?

I would love to play the harmonica, so I could add a little bit more 
fun to any situation.

What is your greatest fear?

That people continue to downplay or deny global warning, and 
we fail to capitalize on our opportunity to make a difference.

Q
A&

Q
A&

Q
A&
Q
A&

These questions are stolen from The Proust Questionnaire.

Get to know your neighbor: laurie m.!

	  


