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Brush off your Batwings! by Nina Martyris

Break out those pumpkins. 
Pull out your wigs, feathers, 
skulls, wings, and masks. 
Start hunting for that family 
chili recipe. Soon it will be 
time for Halloween, which 
means everyone is invited to 
our neighborhood’s annual 
Fourth & Gill Halloween 
Party! Kay Newton is hosting 
once again, offering up her 
spacious yard and porch for 
the festivities. Trick or treating 
will begin immediately after. 

As always, there will be a chili 
cook off—with special prizes 
for the tastiest and hottest 
chilies—and fresh hotdogs 
will be grilled. Neighbors 

are also welcome to bring 
other dishes—in the past 
these parties have been 
a real feast thanks to the 
assortment of  dips, salads, 
cornbread, and dessert 
that people have generously 
brought along. Last year’s 
costumes were inventive, 
scary, and funny, including 
Cheerios and a cherry pie, 
Rapunzels, bumble bees, 
monkeys, zombies, and a 
mother-daughter pair who 
came as a magician (mother) 
who pulls a rabbit (daughter) 
out of  her hat. Let’s see what 
we can pull out this time! 

WHAT:
Fourth & Gill  

Neighborhood 
Halloween Party

WHEN:
Thursday  

October 31 
 5 p.m.–8 p.m.

WHERE: 
kay Newton’s 
1006 Luttrell	  

Sean and I have a long-held 
Friday tradition of  going to 
happy hour. I know, I know—
you’re probably thinking, 
“Oh, Friday is happy hour 
day? What about all the other 
days we see you drinking gin 
and tonics on your porch?”

Well, okay. We find all sorts 
of  occasions for an after-
work indulgence. But Friday 
afternoons are our time 
to completely unplug, stop 

multitasking, and simply 
enjoy a beer or cocktail with 
friends after a long work 
week.

So, you can imagine we 
were stoked when the 
rest of  the neighborhood 
acknowledged this tradition 
on June 21 with the Fourth 
and Gill Porch Hop.*

The evening started off  with 
a walk down our block to 
Bess Connally’s house. We 

Fun at the 4th & Gill Porch Hop by Sara Martin

Awesome collectible 
pint glasses!
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We’ve got a lot of  new 
neighbors to welcome! 

Preston and Shannon 
Farabow have moved into 
613 Luttrell. 

kari Williamson has 
recently moved to 722 
Luttrell Street. 

Nadia Fomin and Josh 
Pierce bought Patrick 
McInturff’s house at 1127 
Luttrell. 

Courtney Garrison bought 
the newly renovated 611 Gill 
(see story at right). 

Steve London bought 
Kelley and Lily Segars’s 
home at 825 Morgan. 

Rusty and Rachel 
Moorman and their kids, 
Claire and Aedan, are 
new neighbors at 812 Gratz. 

Farewell & Best Wishes!

Steven, Margaret, 
Althea, Cece, and 
their four-legged 
Baumgardners have 
moved to Silverlake, 
California. They go there for 
a great new job opportunity 
for Steven’s work but are 
happy that they’ll have close 
family nearby. 

kelley and Lily Segars 
recently moved to the Old 
North neighborhood. They 
have a great new home but 
aren’t very far away! Please 
join us in wishing them  
all well!

Welcome & Farewell  
by Bess Connally

It had become a poster child 
of  blight. Some neighbors 
declared it a lost cause, or 
thought that its location was the 
final nail in the coffin, sealing 
its fate—it would have to be 
demolished. But sometimes 
it just takes one person with 
enough fortitude and vision. Or, 
sometimes, maybe it takes four.

611 Gill is a survivor, against 
all odds coming back from 
the brink not just once, but 
twice. Originally built at 805 
N. Third Ave., the house was 
a remarkable survivor from 
the hundreds of  houses that once stood 
along Third, Fourth, and Fifth avenues. 
How it came to be moved from around the 
corner when so many houses were lost to 
the construction of  the interstate highway 
is a lost story, but its existence came with 
compromise. A neighbor tells the story of  
years ago visiting friends who lived in the 
upstairs apartment and having to pause 
conversation whenever passing trucks 
braked, rattling the windows. Eventually 
abandoned, deteriorating, the house 
became a continuous nuisance and source 
of  worry for its immediate neighbors. The 
whole story is as convoluted as a soap 
opera—an owner who even the property 
tax assessor couldn’t find, a bankruptcy, 
Stacey Campfield, and a fire that nearly 
finished the house off  in early 2011. Finally 
acquired by the City, it seemed almost 
a futile last-ditch effort when the house 
finally made it into Knoxville’s Homemaker 
Program. 

Which comes, finally, to our four people—
Jonathan and Cheryl Ball and Bentley 
and Jessica Brackett, all North Knoxville 
neighbors. Over the course of  a little over 
a year, they brought the house back with 
skill and determination. Despite the fire, the 
house still had most of  its original heart 
pine floors; despite the years of  break-ins, 
the house still had original trim and most 
of  the front staircase. What they finished 
with is a beautiful old house, updated with 
modern amenities and renovated with 
such care that they have applied to have it 
certified as LEED (Leadership in Energy & 
Environmental Design) Silver. 

The Balls and the Bracketts wanted to thank 
everyone for being so supportive. And 
encouraging. And patient—renovations 
often involve an extended period of  visual 
disaster. Be sure to thank them for their 
vision and all their work! Fourth and Gill has 
not just regained a house that was almost 
lost, it’s just sold the house, so we’ve 
gained a new family.

A New Neighbor  
(and an Old One) 
by Arin Streeter

611 Gill Avenue

	  



The Birdhouse, a community project 
that operates out of the Neighborhood 
Center has been plugging along with 
several projects during this Summer. This 
fall looks to be just as busy!

During the past few months, volunteers 
at the big yellow house have completed 
the needed repairs on the walls of  the 
main area. This included recessing old 
water pipes; rerouting ugly electrical 
configurations; replacing, patching, and 
doing some magic tricks with drywall 
and molding.

Neighborhood residents and local 
volunteers have managed to get the 
main floor of  the Neighborhood Center 
looking really nice, being careful not 
to repeat some of  the shabby and 
weird work found beneath the floors 
and behind some of  those walls of  the 
house.

Currently, The Birdhouse crew is in the 
process of  revamping the kitchen space; 
replacing the flooring and installing tile. 
Work, which by the time this reaches 
you, should be completed! The ultimate 
goal of  the kitchen repair is to move 
the Neighborhood Center into Certified 
Kitchen status, providing another 
small tool available for residents in the 

community to use.

The Birdhouse volunteers certainly do 
not work all the time, and there are 
several fun things happening this fall.

September includes: 

• An exhibition by documentarian 
Johnathan Rattner 

• Earth Beats Festival, an Earth Day–
themed awareness and fundraising 
music event to benefit SOCM, 
September 13–14

•  
September 14th from 4pm-8pm, 
there will be a winnowing party at the 
Neighborhood Center/Birdhouse. 
We will be getting the seed ready 
for the 2014 installation.

• Fish Fry to benefit local anti-
mountaintop removal activists, 
Hands Off  Appalachia!, September 
28th

October’s offerings:

• An exhibition by 17th Street Studio 
Artists with First Friday Opening, 
6pm–9pm

• Community Potluck with Florida 
Musicians “33 Years”, October 
15th @ 7pm

November’s events:

• An exhibition by artist Alexis Williams 
with First Friday Opening

• Second Annual Collective Fall 
Festival; food, games, music, and a 
hayride in conjunction with Magnolia 
Avenue’s Groundswell Collective, 
Saturday November 9 

In addition to these 
special events, the Neighborhood 
Center also holds regular programming, 
such as ballroom dance classes every 
Thursday and Improv Comedy Classes 
every Sunday.

The Birdhouse community garden also 
offers home compost pick-up through 
“Knox Composts” and public compost 
bins for those who want to use them.

For more information and up-to-date 
schedules of  events at the Neighborhood 
Center see: BirdhouseKnoxville.com 
or find us on Facebook @ Birdhouse 
Knoxville.
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Gerry Moll helps to make repairs Walls as beautiful as the new floor

William isom adds a new 
coat of paint
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You may recall, the first mayor of  our 
peculiar and short-lived City of  North 
Knoxville was Louis Alexander Gratz. 
A number of  obvious disadvantages 
inherent to his person combined to make 
him an extremely unlikely choice—he was 
a German immigrant, a Jew, and during 
the Civil War, was acting head of  the Union 
military police administering Knoxville. 
The 24 intervening years between the 
war and his election in 1889 explain 
some of  this away, but the full story also 
includes a good bit of  luck, a practical 
take on assimilation, and one very good 
marriage.

While it’s a truism to say that the United 
States is a land of  immigrants, in many 
cases, this is an oversimplified ideal. 
New immigrants competed with older 
generations for resources and political 
influence, and their national loyalty 
was often questioned. In the decade 
from 1845 to 1854, nearly 3 million 
mostly German and Irish immigrants 
added 14.5% to the U.S. population. 
Concentration of  populations made them 
conspicuous. Over the course of  25 years 
in the mid-1800s, for example, reactions 
to large numbers of  Irish settlers erupted 
into religious rioting in several cities, and 
some 20 Catholic churches were burned 
between Maine and Texas. Louis Gratz, 
arriving in the New York in 1861, strange 
as it might be to say, lucked into a war. He 
had happened upon a specific moment in 
time in which barely speaking English was 
not nearly the detriment that speaking 
German was a benefit. In the first months 
of  the Civil War, 10,000 Germans in New 
York and Pennsylvania enlisted, some 
practically straight off  the ship, lured by the 
promise of  a steady income and regular 
meals. An officer who could communicate 
with them had an advantage, of  sorts. 

And, by the end of  the war, when he 
would reenter society as a civilian, Gratz’s 
English had improved to the point that he 
was easily mistaken for a native. Knoxville, 
either, was not a particular hotbed of  anti-

German sentiment, having elected as city 
mayors Swiss-born Peter Staub in 1874 
and German Peter Kern in 1890.

Compared to Jews in Europe, America 
offered a degree of  religious tolerance 
that was almost unheard of. The Prussian 
regions of  Poland from which Louis 
Gratz had come had significant Jewish 
populations, but daily life was generally 
segregated, and differences in customs 
and dress made the maintenance of  
two distinct cultures almost second-
nature. Louis Gratz, who was almost 
certainly born as Löb or Levi Grätz, 
adapted from the very beginning of  his 
American life by adopting a more English 
(and resultingly more Christian) version 
of  his name. In letters to his uncle and 
aunt, he rarely made any mention of  
Judaism, and after his marriage in 1867, 
it never appeared again. It is not as 
though, settling in Knoxville in 1865, 
there was not opportunity for Gratz to 

take up a Jewish life. By 1860, the Jewish 
community in Knoxville numbered at least 
10 families, and a Jewish cemetery had 
been established in Shieldstown in 1857. 
Yet, the brother of  Adolph Ochs, owner of  
The New York Times, whose father Julius 
had been elected “Minister” of  the Jewish 
community in Knoxville in 1878 and had 
been friends with Louis Gratz, noted 
years later that he had never known that 
Gratz was Jewish. The American ideal of  
tolerance still sometimes butted heads 
with the worldly tradition of  stereotyping 
and scapegoating. In response to 
allegations that Jewish traders were 
smuggling Southern cotton north across 
the front lines, Gen. Ulysses Grant gave 
an order in 1862, which even his wife Julia 
Dent Grant referred to as “that obnoxious 
order,” expelling Jews from any territory 
under his jurisdiction. Often, life was, 
and is, simpler if  one is not discernibly 
different.

Louis Gratz was molding himself  into the 
contemporary immigrant ideal. Modern 
eyes might be more judgmental—what 
does it mean to jettison any parts of  
your cultural identity that might become 
a detriment to your success? In Gratz’s 
case, it meant that he could become 
a suitable husband for Elizabeth Trigg 
Bearden, daughter of  a prominent and 
wealthy Knoxville family after whom 
today’s Bearden neighborhood is named, 
and cousin to a Mayor of  the City of  
Knoxville.

Elizabeth Bearden and Louis Gratz had 
apparently met while he was stationed in 
Knoxville during the War, and he returned 
to marry her. It’s impossible to project, 
with the lack of  contemporary accounts, 
how exactly this went over in town. Ellen 
House wrote (with a flair for hyperbole) in 

Our First Mayor (Part 2) by Arin Streeter

Mayor Louis Alexander Gratz



her diary on February 4, 1865: “Lizzie 
Bearden is engaged to My particular 
friend? Maj Gratz. How a Southern girl 
can marry a Yankee I cannot see, and 
she has lost a lover and a brother in 
this war, and has three more brothers 
in our army now. She must be hard up 
for a husband to marry Gratz, a fat 
little Dutchman, who says he came to 
America just to kill Rebels but whose 
ardor seems to have abated some, 
what as he always takes good care 
to keep out of  harm’s way.” Louis 
Gratz and Elizabeth Bearden were 
married October 18, 1865, somewhat 
curiously by Rev. Thomas H. Pearne, 
who had no church in Knoxville, but 
was senior editor of  the Unionist (and 
anti-immigrant) “Knoxville Whig.” That 
Gratz was not married in a church may 
or may not have been related to him 
being Jewish, though this does appear 
to have had some minor implications 
on their future life—Elizabeth Gratz’s 
obituary, for example, noted: “Mrs. 
Gratz was a member of  no church, 
yet she was a most devout Christian 
woman.” Indeed, all of  their children 
were raised as Christians. Louis Gratz’s 
later obituary, however, mentions 
nothing at all of  his religious affiliations.

Regardless, the Gratzes settled into life 
in north Knoxville. Louis had studied 
law during his leisure hours at staff  
headquarters in 1864 and 1865 and 
had been admitted to the bar. He was 
involved in a German evening school. 
His law practice kept him busy. He 
wrote in a letter to his uncle and aunt 
in late 1867:

“After my marriage I built a nice 
house, around which I have about 60 
rods of  land. My house is about 300 
paces distant from the outskirts of  

the town, and a quarter of  a mile from 
the courthouse and my office. I have 
already started a nice garden which 
I intend to improve and enlarge... My 
social position is excellent.”

In April 1869, he wrote:

“While I am writing this, the roses in 
our garden are blooming wonderfully, 
strawberries are beginning to redden, 
and we have been enjoying vegetables, 
such as lettuce, radishes, spinach, and 
the like, for several weeks already.”

Five children were raised in this house. 
That 20 years later, this man could 
be elected mayor of  our peculiar little 
transitory city seems perhaps a little 
less surprising.

Elizabeth Gratz died suddenly in late 
1889. Louis Gratz moved to Louisville 
in 1907 with his second wife and seven 
younger children, as he was at that 
time private counsel for S. Grabfelter, 
a wholesale whiskey dealer of  that 
city. He died later that year of  a heart 
attack while on a train to Knoxville.

Gratz’s house disappeared many 
years ago. His gardens are the site of  
Broadway Carpets. On old city maps, 
you might still see the label “Gratz 
Addition” for the blocks south of  his 
house and east of  Broadway – he 
had developed part of  his property 
himself. The only everyday remnant of  
our unexpectedly unique first mayor, 
though, is Gratz Street itself, once the 
address for our own city school and 
our own town hall. People ask, “Is it 
pronounced ‘grats’ or ‘grahts’?” I 
don’t know—which one sounds more 
American?
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Thank you, Neighbors!  
A Note from  
Margaret Baumgardner

The news of  moving to the West Coast came 
less than 2 months ago. My heart sank into 
my stomach when Steven told me. A house 
is a house even though the architecture is 
absolutely beautiful in Fourth and Gill. What I 
will miss the most is the sense of  community 
our family felt while living in Fourth and Gill. 
We felt at home when we moved to Luttrell 
Street.

As we went through life’s successes and 
challenges, we truly felt like our community 
cared about our family. I’ll never forget 
when a snow storm came while Steven was 
on the road. I heard something outside 
and found Tim Parker from down the street 
making sure my front walk was shoveled 
and offered to make a grocery run for the 
kids and I. I remember going to the board 
meeting right after Cecilia was born, and 
she would just sleep on Bill Murrah’s chest 
like he was her own grandpa.

No matter where we live or where this road 
takes us, the Fourth and Gill community will 
always have a special place in my heart. 
Even knowing that communities like Fourth 
and Gill and Old North exist is inspiring. 
Being a member of  the board was such a 
honor. It is amazing how much fun people 
can have organizing the functions of  a 
neighborhood and coming up with plans to 
make it even better.

So, as we replace dogwoods for palm trees, 
I will miss the people and the neighborhood 
more than I could ever express in words. I 
feel like our time in Fourth and Gill was cut 
short, but we will take a little bit of  it with us, 
wherever we go. 	  
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Codes Committee continues to 
monitor possible codes violations. It 
has plans underway to manage parking 
issues in the neighborhood. Chair, Dan 
Sanders at 4th.gill.codes@gmail.com. 

Communications Committee 
is keeping the newsletter coming 
quarterly, is upgrading the A-frame 
signs, managing the listserv, and now 
uses the new yard signs. Chair, Bess 
Connally, at econnally@gmail.com

Finance and Development 
Committee has nearly updated Quicken 
files and are currently generating fund 
raising ideas. Chair, Laurie Meschke at  
LLMeschke@tennessee.edu. 

Neighborhood Center Committee 
has overseen and supported The 
Birdhouse, current tenants of the 
Neighborhood Center, with its in-kind 
rent payments. The committee has 
completed painting the downstairs. 
Kitchen renovations are underway. 
Attend events and look at the great 
work that has been accomplished. Chair, 
Bill Murrah at billmurrah@gmail.com. 

Parks and Beautification 
Committee is currently coordinating 

expanded plans for neighborhood 
maintenance of plant beds and trees 
as well as improvements in Fourth 
and Gill Park. Chair, Tim Parker at 
tparker1025@gmail.com. 

Social Committee coordinated yet 
another highly successful porch hop 
and hosted two potlucks. Members 
organized the sale of 4th & Gill pilsner 
glasses, which has thus far earned 
$420 for the neighborhood! You can 
purchase the remainders at potlucks. 
Plans for the Halloween Party are 
well underway. Chair, Lisa Hollis at 
lisahollis25@yahoo.com. 

Welcome Committee is in transition. 
Our loyal and productive Chair Margaret 
Baumgardner is moving to California. 
She steered the committee to many 
ways of welcoming new 4th & Gillbillies. 

Carrying 4th & Gill  
through the 21st Century

Long time 4th & Gill neighbors know, 
and new neighbors soon learn, there 
is a great deal of goodwill, knowledge, 
and participation in the neighborhood. 
Volunteers have made these several 
blocks the good home it is for our 

families. 4th & Gill’s active participation 
goes back decades; our history is 
available here: http://fourthandgill.
wordpress.com/history-2/ 

The board monthly reviews our finances 
and discusses the need for more 
volunteers. Our social capital is far 
greater than our financial capital! Lately 
we often discuss the need for continuity 
in the various committee projects and 
hope to improve continuity by having 
former committee members and chairs 
mentor new volunteers. 

We need volunteers to take over 
vacancies and to fill out committees. 
We promise you will not work alone; you 
will have neighbors/friends with you for 
the work and for the fun. Oldtimers and 
former committee members will help. 
Please contact the chairs listed above, 
if  you are willing to work on one of the 
committees or contact an officer: 

Judith Neff
merlin2@comcast.net, 
Liz Upchurch
lizupchurch1@gmail.com, 
Robert Rogers
robertwrogers@gmail.com.

	  

Committee Updates

Gerry Moll and katie Walberg have designed and 
submitted a proposal for a sculpture entitled 
“Southern Red Oak Tribute” to be installed in 
Fourth & Gill Park. The proposal will be composed 
of masonry, wood, and steel and is meant to 
invoke “an expression of gratitude and an 
opportunity for remembering” in the community. 
For more information on this project, please 
contact Gerry Moll at: gerrymoll@mac.com. 
Donations are welcome and can be made at  
http://igg.me/p/496598/x/4387745.

Southern Red Oak Tribute
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definitely kicked off  the event on a high 
note. Bess and her cohosts Gordon 
and Gabrielle had a trivia game every 
30 minutes where you could win prizes, 
like koozies and bottle openers. We also 
purchased a signature 4th & Gill pint 
glass!

Bess’s large, stone steps offer the 
perfect view for people watching. We 
spotted many neighbors tracing the 
porch hop circuit. And we got to know 
a group of  residents from the Brownlow 
Lofts we’d never met before.

Next, we followed neighbor Kaye 
Graybeal up to the house she shares 
with Kay Newton to see some live music. 
Kay had a Mardi Gras theme complete 
with fantastic hats, jewelry, tasty snacks, 
and a punch bowl full of  hurricanes so 
potent they reminded me of  freshman 
year at UTK. Shew!

We soon headed South on Luttrell to 
the Baumgardner’s kid-friendly porch. 
We thought Mardi Gras was wild but not 
compared to the sugar-fueled kiddos! 
Tons of  fun was had with neon Play-
Doh, games, and yummy appetizers. I’m 
especially happy we got to visit because 
this is where we first learned the family 
had plans to move out West. We will miss 
them dearly, but we are glad they’ve 
found a nice family to buy their house 
and keep that porch hoppin’.

Our next stop was Nina and Edgar’s 
at the South end of  Eleanor Street. As 
we climbed the stairs, my husband, the 
gardener, was wowed by the beautiful 
landscaping they’ve done. As we 
learned that evening over homemade 
sangria, the couple won several best-
in-state gardening prizes for their 

horticultural talents when they 
lived in Pennsylvania! 

Despite our best efforts to visit 
all six porches on the hop, it 
was coming close to the 9pm 
“last call” for this year’s porch 
hop. As much as we would 
have loved to visit Scott & 
Lisa’s backyard shindig at 
933 Luttrell or the Osbourne’s 
party porch, we decided not to 
be the stragglers who arrive at 
clean-up time.

Well, almost. On our way home, 
we couldn’t help but notice 
Bess Connally’s porch was still 
going strong. And, since we’ve 
known Bess since college and 
aren’t shy about imposing 
on her, we climbed her stone 
steps for one last nightcap. 
At least I think it was just one. 
Either way, we happily stumbled 
home after midnight! The best 
thing about a neighborhood 
happy hour is no one has to 
be the DD. A short walk and 
you’re home safe and sound!

A big thanks to all of  our Porch 
Hop hosts. If  the Martins’ 
evening was any indication, 
everyone had a fabulous time!

*Not to be confused with the 
Fourth and Gill Pork Chop, 
which is what our friends 
thought we said when we 
explained why they wouldn’t 
see us at the pub that night.

**While the Social Committee made a 
tidy $420 from the awesome pint glasses 
sold during the Porch Hop, there are still 

some available! All the cool so-and-so’s 
have at least ONE! Contact Lisa Hollis at  
lisahollis25@yahoo.com to nab one at 
a measly 10 bucks.

The ponykeg at 1003 Eleanor was a 
huge hit!

A band breaks it down over at  
kay Newton’s

Scott Schimmel and Lisa Sorensen  
enjoy a great crowd at their new  

home on Luttrell

Porch Hop continued…



http://www.fourthandgill.org
P.O. Box 3845
knoxville, Tennessee 37927-3845

	  


