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Mark your calendar for the 2014 Tour of  
Homes, April 27 from 1 p.m.–6 p.m.! This 
will be the 15th tour since the tradition 
began in 1990. Since then, over 80 houses 
and churches have been featured! The 
tour showcases our grand neighborhood 
and fosters appreciation for historic 
homes. Plus, it raises funds for landscape 
improvements, potlucks, and events.

The tour begins at Central United Methodist 
Church at the corner of  Third and Morgan. 
Tickets and maps can be picked up there, 
starting at 1 p.m. There’s parking available, 
and trolleys will run every 15 minutes.

The line-up includes: 
• Central United Methodist Church  
 at 201 E. Third Avenue 
• Kaye & Allen Osbourne  
 at 1202 Luttrell Street 
• Katy Hawley at 1022 Eleanor Street 
• Melynda & Bob Whetsel  
 at 1015 Luttrell Street 
• Ron Hall & Robert York  
 at 918 Eleanor Street 
• Candy Finley-Brooks Pottery Studio  
 at 800 Luttrell Street 
• The Neighborhood Center  
 at 800 N. Fourth Avenue 
• Jenny Wright in the Brownlow Lofts 
• Cindy Rusk in the Brownlow Lofts 
• Will & Andrea Reagan  
 at 930 Luttrell Street 
• Sassy Ann’s at 820 N. Fourth Avenue

Want to help the Tour of  Homes? Great! 
There are plenty of  ways to help:

Volunteer on April 27th. We need ticket 
takers, trolley tour guides, and neighbors 
to assist our homeowners during the tour.

Pre-sell tickets. We’re offering special 
pricing for advance tickets sold before the 
day of  the tour at $10. Tour-day tickets are 
$12. Advance tickets take us a long way 
to our fundraising goals and ensure better 
turnout in the case of  rain. If  you can 
volunteer to pre-sell just 10 tickets, that’s 
$100 you’re raising for the tour!

Spread the word. Tell your clubs, 
churches, teams, coworkers, and family. 
Post a flyer in break rooms and on 
community bulletin boards. Tell your digital 
friends, too! Facebook, Twitter, and blogs 
are a great way to publicize.

Any help you can offer is appreciated. 
Ready to sell tickets or volunteer? Need 
a flyer to post at work? Please contact 
Sara Martin at 865-603-4756 or  
sara.catherine.martin@gmail.com.

Special thanks goes to Charlie Brooks for 
providing this year’s (and every year’s) 
photography as well as to the members of  
the home tour committee: Brett Burdick, 
Chris Griffin, John Jacobs, Sara Martin, Sean 
Martin, Judith Neff, Kaye Osbourne, Ashley 
Pace, and Arin Streeter.

15th Annual Fourth and Gill Home Tour
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Saturday 11: Fall Cleanup 
9am, Caswell Circle

Saturday 18: New Event! ARToberfest

Monday 20: Board Meeting 7pm
The Neighborhood Center

Friday 31: Halloween Party 
and Chili Cookoff  5pm, Newton Home, 
1006 Luttrell

Monday 10: Newsletter Deadline
Submissions: jmatthewswright@gmail.com

Monday 10: Potluck 6:30pm
Central United Methodist Church

Monday 18: Board Meeting 7pm
The Neighborhood Center

NeWSLeTTeR ReLeASeD

Sunday 14: Holiday Open Houses
5pm–8pm, Locations TBA

Saturday 10: Board Retreat
Location TBA

Monday 12: Potluck 6:30pm 
Central United Methodist Church

2014 Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Calendar

Read neighborhood newsletters, websites, and emails for announcements, event details, and calendar updates. 
http://fourthandgill.wordpress.com/

JANUARY FeBRUARY MARCH

APRIL MAY JUNe

JULY AUGUST SePTeMBeR

OCTOBeR NOVeMBeR DeCeMBeR

Saturday 11: Board Retreat 
The Neighborhood Center

Monday 13: Potluck 6:30pm 
Central United Methodist Church

Monday 10: Newsletter Deadline
Submissions: efconnally@gmail.com

Monday 10: Annual Meeting/Potluck
6:30pm Central United Methodist Church

Monday 18: Board Meeting 7pm
The Neighborhood Center

NeWSLeTTeR ReLeASeD

Monday 10: Potluck 6:30pm Central 
United Methodist Church

Monday 17: Board Meeting 7pm
The Neighborhood Center

Monday 29: Spring Cleanup 9am 
Caswell Circle

April 2–27: Dogwood Arts Festival
4th& Gill Walking Trails + Open Gardens

Monday 14: Potluck 
6:30pm Central United Methodist Church

Monday 21: Board Meeting 7pm
The Neighborhood Center

Sunday 27: 4th & Gill Home Tour
1pm–6pm

Monday 12: Newsletter Deadline
Submissions: jmatthewswright@gmail.com

Monday 12: Potluck Picnic 6:30pm 
4th & Gill Park

Monday 19: Board Meeting 7pm
The Neighborhood Center

NeWSLeTTeR ReLeASeD

Friday 13: Porch Hop
6pm–9pm, Locations TBA 

Monday 16: Board Meeting 7pm
The Neighborhood Center 

Monday 14: Potluck 
6:30pm Central United Methodist Church

Monday 21: Board Meeting 7pm
The Neighborhood Center

Monday 11: Newsletter Deadline
Submissions: jmatthewswright@gmail.com

Monday 11: Potluck 6:30pm
Central United Methodist Church

Monday 19: Board Meeting 7pm
The Neighborhood Center

NeWSLeTTeR ReLeASeD

Monday 8: Potluck Picnic 6:30pm 
4th & Gill Park

Monday 15: Board Meeting 7pm
The Neighborhood Center

JANUARY 2014



I have always been intrigued by the 
collection of  concrete relics in the 
green space at the corner of  Eleanor 
Street and Gill Avenue. Where did 
they come from and how long have 
they been there? Based on several 
newspaper articles and a conversation 
with a local realtor, I would like to 
share their history. I was surprised to 
learn that similar to me, these columns 
have lived in Knoxville for many years 
but are relatively new additions to the 
Fourth & Gill neighborhood. 

The green space (820 Eleanor Street) 
and the adjoining multi-family building 
(606 Gill Avenue) are owned by the 
Kristopher Kendrick trust. The concrete 
columns and birdbath, as well as the 
boxwood trees, are salvaged pieces 
from the former Bonnyman House on 
Kingston Pike. Kendrick, along with his 
grandsons moved these items to their 
current location in 1996. Kendrick has 
been credited with saying that artifacts 
are intended for the visual enjoyment 
of  the neighborhood. 

The Bonnyman House was home to 
Alexander Bonnyman, a native of  
Edinburgh, Scotland, who migrated 
with his family to Kentucky in 1870. He 
studied engineering at a university in 
Kentucky and had a successful career 
as a civil engineer and businessman. 
Bonnyman and his family moved to 
Knoxville in 1912 when he became a 
coal company executive and, ultimately, 
chairman of  the Blue Diamond Coal 
Company. The Bonnyman House was 
designed by Charles Barber and built 
in 1916 as an example of  Italian 
Renaissance Revival architecture. 

The property covered ten acres 
and included formal gardens and 
a swimming pool. Bonnyman died 
in 1953 and his widow, Frances 
Bonnyman, died in 1968 at the age 
of  90. A month after her death, the 
property was sold to the Teen Board of  
Knoxville for $175,000. 

It was almost 30 years before the 
Teen Board (now Teen Center Inc.) 
sold a majority of  the property, which 
included the house, to the Tennessee 
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church 
for $675,000. At the time of  the sale, 
the house was in poor condition. While 
the church had discussed renovation, 
the house was ultimately demolished 
to allow for construction of  a new 
building. 

True to his preservationist heart, 
Kendrick purchased the park elements 
(as well as doors, windows, and other 
significant features) from the wrecking 
company hired to demolish and 
prepare the site for construction of  the 

new church building. Other salvaged 
pieces were scattered to properties 
throughout the city. According to the 
listing agent, Stuart Kendrick (who 
is also Mr. Kendrick’s grandson), the 
Fourth & Gill properties are currently 
under contract with no immediate plans 
to build on the green space.

The late Mr. Kendrick has been credited 
with helping to bring the Old City and 
downtown Knoxville back to life. Before 
his death in 2009, he was honored 
in a documentary film, “Conceptions, 
Visions, Dreams: The Kristopher 
Kendrick Story,” commissioned by 
Knox Heritage. As Kendrick said in 
the documentary film, “I can relate 
to Knoxville as though she were a 
beautiful woman who needs to be 
dressed up and taken out. She has all 
the potential in the world.” To view the 
documentary in its entirety and to learn 
more about Mr. Kendrick and his  
vision for Knoxville, go to  
http://vimeo.com/8082031.
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An Historic Corner  
by Nancy Rector Roberts

	  

The view of the park from Gill Avenue
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We’re an inner city neighborhood, right? Populated by 
people who appreciate the proximity to downtown, people 
who like walkable streets and knowing their neighbors, 
people who love old houses and old trees, suburbanites… 
Oh. Well, that is, it wasn’t always so. In 1890, when the 
boundaries of  the City of  Knoxville stretched only from 
the river north to Emory Place and from Mechanicsville in 
the west to the area now occupied by the Civic Coliseum in 
the east, it was, paradoxically, a much denser place. The 
entire population of  22,535 people was packed into this 
small area. Comparatively, the suburbs north of  the city 
encompassed only a fraction of  this number—they were 
practically country dwellers.

Still, it was too great a population to be satisfied by the 
limited services provided by the government of  Knox County. 
It was an era of  civic improvement. Our neighborhood 
forebears wanted clean municipal water, passable streets, 
public sewers, streetcars, and better schools. To that end, a 
request was made to the state legislature for incorporation. 
On January 16, 1889, an act was passed creating the City of  
North Knoxville. On February 4, a meeting was held at which 
Louis A. Gratz became mayor, and six aldermen, a treasurer, 
and a policeman were elected. Almost immediately, the 
council passed a property tax and issued bonds for street 
improvements. In September, they purchased a fire engine.

The transformation from countryside to city was abrupt. 
Within a year, over 40,000 feet of  streets had been graded, 
involving the excavation of  127,000 cubic yards of  stone 
and earth. A small calaboose (prison) was built behind the 
three existing little school buildings on Gratz Street. A new 
larger school was completed on Alexander Street by the 
end of  the 1890 school year. By 1894, an eighty-five-foot-
high standpipe was completed at the top of  Reservoir Hill 
to supply North Knoxville with filtered water. 

The theme of  the day, though, was progress, not 
independence. In October, 1894, both the cities of  North 
Knoxville and West Knoxville were in discussions with the 
City of  Knoxville to be consolidated into one corporation. 
Not until 1897 was an act passed by the state legislature 
allowing the three cities to be joined if  approved by 
referendum. Consequently, on July 23, 1897, a vote was 
held, and by a margin of  64 percent to 36 percent, North 
Knoxville agreed to be joined with Knoxville, as soon as 
the financial reports ending on January 1, 1898 could be 
completed. An afternoon session on January 21 was the 
last meeting of  the Board of  Aldermen of  the City of  North 
Knoxville. With their adjournment, just over nine years since 
it came into being, the independent City of  North Knoxville 
ceased to exist.

	  

Happy 125th, City of North Knoxville! 
by Arin Streeter

Congratulations,  
Lisa and Scott!

Bliss and its sibling store Bliss 
Home, owned by Lisa Sorensen and 
Scott Schimmel, have been named 

the 2013 Rising Star business 
excellence winner by the Tennessee 
Small Business Development Center. 

knoxville news sentinel
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It is Thursday, February 13, 2014, and I sit at the computer to write for the 
Fourth & Gill Neighborhood News an article reminding neighbors about our 
Dogwood Walking Trails. It is snowing and has been since early last night, at 
least five inches of snow blankets the entire landscape—trees and shrubs look 
like ice sculptures, and it is almost silent outside. It is an absolutely beautiful 
morning! And, ironically, this winter wonderland beckons me to the spring: 

“In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 
in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.”  

—Natalie Sleeth

FOURTH & GILL DOGWOOD ARTS WALKING TRAIL APRIL 9–27

Visitors to the neighborhood will begin their walk on the 1300 block of Luttrell 
Street close to Brownlow Lofts, where maps of the trail will be located in a 
special event mailbox. The trail runs the length of Luttrell Street to Lovenia 
Avenue, turns right up to Gratz Street, turns right again at Caswell Avenue 
returning to Luttrell Street. The walking trail provides visitors an up-close 
view of our century-old architecture (described by Dogwood Arts as “one of  
Knoxville’s premier historic districts”) and streetscapes of mature and notable 
trees enhanced with dogwoods and the open gardens at 1015 Luttrell Street, 
1012 Luttrell Street, 1007 Luttrell Street, and 934 Luttrell Street. 

Here’s to warm sunshine, tulips and daffodils, azaleas and dogwoods as we 
anticipate a spring as beautiful as this winter day and play host to hundreds 
of visitors to the Dogwood Arts Festival!

Help out by showing up for Spring Clean-Up Day, Saturday, 
March 29! Work in your yard! Plant a dogwood! Walk the trail!
*Find the map and other info at www.dogwoodarts.com.

Dogwood Walking Trails  
by Melynda Whetsel Welcome Neighbors! 

Please be sure to 
welcome these new 
neighbors when you 

meet them!

1127 eleanor 
Richard Baughman

803 Gratz 
Kurt Yost and  

his two Westies,  
Kipling and Whiskey

712 Deery 
Justin Frey and  
Courtney Bond

717 Deery 
Kevin Clark and  

Lisa Higginbotham and 
their son Fisher

930 Luttrell 
Will and Andrea Reagan 
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The Social Committee most recently organized the Holiday Open Houses and 
is currently planning potlucks and the 2014 Porch Hop.

The Neighborhood Center Committee has 
nearly completed an amazing upgrade 
to the Neighborhood Center kitchen 
and is currently working to improve  

the entryway.

The Communications Committee 
keeps up with the neighborhood’s social 

media, the listserv, the website, neighborhood 
signs, and creates the quarterly newsletter. This committee will 
next organize the June 1 newsletter, the deadline for which is  
May 12, 2014.

The Parks & Beautification Committee recently 
worked with the city to improve Fourth and Gill Park 
and coordinated an ambitious neighborhood cleanup, 
including planting perennials along Gill Street.

The Welcome Committee has been on hold with the 
loss of  its chair, Margaret Baumgardner, who moved 
to California last year. However, Mary Ann Hoskins has 

recently been elected to 
take on this busy task. 

Thank you, Mary Ann! 

The Codes Committee continues 
to monitor for issues in the 
neighborhood. 

The Finance and 
Development Committee has 
accomplished a huge organization of  the Fourth and Gill 

neighborhood association’s finances on Quicken. In addition 
to the 2014 Home Tour Committee’s work, the Finance and 

Development Committee is organizing a brand new event: the 
first ARToberfest (see page 7).

	  

Fourth & Gill Committees Work for Our Neighborhood 
by Judith Neff

Did you know?
We have a Facebook 
page! Come check us 

out at:
www.facebook.com/

FourthandGill

Please join a committee and support the work the organization does for all. Many hands make light work, but, 
most of  all, many hands together make many friends together. See the Annual Report on our website for a detailed 
explanation of  the accomplishments of  committees during 2013. Here are a few samples of  our recent work.



FOURTH & GILL NeIGHBORHOOD NeWS • WINTeR 2014 • PAGe 7

Saturday, October 18, 2014 will be a day of  community fun and 
excitement as the historic Fourth and Gill neighborhood celebrates 
the first annual ARToberfest from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. In the spirit 
of  the original Oktoberfest, the event will be centered at the 
Biergarten, a tent at the corner of  Morgan and Gratz. Fun in the 
tent will include brats, kraut, polka, and indeed, a bit of  bier. Art will 
also be a glowing part of  the day. Galleries will be established in the 
neighborhood, art will be available for purchase, and a drawing will 
occur for a fantastic piece of  art. A portion of  the proceeds will also 
go to the purchase of  a public piece of  the art for the Fourth and 
Gill park area. With each year, we hope our neighborhood becomes 
more and more known as the artsy historic neighborhood. Soon we 
hope to see art-oriented boutiques, shops, and studios scattered 
throughout the Central and Broadway corridor. 

Ideally, each and every member of  the Fourth and Gill neighborhood 
will invest a bit of  time and energy to make ARToberfest a BIG 
success. To assist in arranging this phenomenal event, the planning 
committee is looking for block leaders to provide communication 
support. Want to be more involved in our fantastic neighborhood as 
an ARToberfest block leader? If  so, please call or email me (Laurie 
L. Meschke) at 865-964-8368 or email LLMeschke@gmail.com. 

Already the planning committee has much to be grateful for. We 
are very thankful for the incredible support and encouragement of  
Central United Methodist Church. The church has graciously allowed 
the event to occur on its lawn property, will share its parking spaces 
with the attendees, and open its doors to host an art gallery in its 
new addition. 

Gratitude is also given to the Fourth and Gill Community Center 
(aka the Birdhouse), which will host an art gallery for the event. 
The planning committee is thankful for the Historic Fourth and Gill 
Board for providing crucial financial support during the preliminary 
ARToberfest planning efforts. Finally, I am very grateful for my fellow 
ARToberfest planning committee members (in alphabetical order 
by last name): Bruce Galyon, Iryna Loboda, Sara Martin, Sean 
Martin, Juan Mino, Gerry Moll, Robert Rogers, and Trent Harvey,  
Liz Upchurch, and Katie Walberg—a stellar, committed group!

Mark your calendars, volunteer your talents, come join the fun! 
ARToberfest—October 18 from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m.

	  

First Annual ARToberfest
by Laurie L. MeschkeWe’ve got some new folks on our board of  

directors as well as some familiar faces in new 
roles. Please get to know these names and how 
they represent your neighborhood!

President: Liz Upchurch 
contact: lizupchurch1@gmail.com

Vice-President: Shannon Farabow 
contact: shannonfarabow@hotmail.com

Secretary: Lisa Hollis 
contact: lisahollis25@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Robert Rogers 
contact: robertwrogers@gmail.com

Communications: Jenny Wright 
contact: jmatthewswright@gmail.com

Social: Jackson Whetsel 
contact: jackson.whetsel@gmail.com

Codes: Daniel Sanders 
contact: 4th.gill.codes@gmail.com

Parks & Beautification: Tim Parker 
contact: tparker1025@gmail.com

Neighborhood Center: Bill Murrah 
contact: billmurrah@gmail.com

Finance & Development: Laurie Meschke 
contact: llmeschke@utk.edu

Welcome: Mary Ann Hoskins 
contact: Mhoskins@utk.edu

Please Welcome Our New Board!

	  

Don’t forget! Brush Pickup in 4th & Gill
Last year, the City collected over 33,000 tons of  yard 
waste. The Public Service Dept. crews collect brush 
and other household yard waste every other week 
on pre-set, fixed schedules.Call 3-1-1- for a Brush 
Collection Schedule.

Yard waste should be placed next to the street in 
an unobstructed area and kept separate from 
other trash. On each two-week cycle, a 6’ x 6’ x 
6’ pile of  brush can be collected.  If  you have an 
immediate need to dispose of  brush or yard waste, 
call Shamrock Organic Products at 865-524-0109. 

Information taken from the City of  Knoxville website: 
http://www.cityofknoxville.org/solidwaste/brush.asp



http://www.fourthandgill.org
P.O. Box 3845
Knoxville, Tennessee 37927-3845

	  

Snow Day!


