
Historic Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization Board Meeting  
Monday, August 14, 2017 – 6:30pm – Neighborhood Center 

 
Call to Order at 6:33 pm 
 
Members present: Jenny Wright, Joe Miles, Mary Anne Hoskins, Bob Whetsel, Diana 
Rogers, Gerry Moll, Katy Hawley, Nina Martyris 
 
Members absent: Shannon Parks Denton, April Ellis, Ben Auerbach 
 
Guests attending: Officer Book, Bryan Alexander (Birdhouse) 
 
Officer Book: Has been moved to Fountain City. Lieutenant Kenneth Bush is the person who 
coordinates liaison officers. Jenny said she would reach out to him to ask about our new liaison 
officer.  
Jenny said there were a couple of home break-ins. Officer Book arrested one man involved: 
Timothy Ellison, who is well known to the police and could be tied in to six or seven burglaries. 
  
Approve July Board Meeting Minutes 
Bob moved, Gerry seconded. Unanimously approved. 
 
Officer Reports 

 
President (Jenny Wright) 
Newsletter: Lot of positive feedback. Carol Nickle said she loved it. One reason why so many 
loved it was that it was glossy and in color. Sadly, that was an accident – it was meant to be in 
black and white. But it had also been a long time, so people were happy to see it. 
Some problem with distribution and routes–  a few people said they didn’t get the newsletter. 
Though we have all streets covered sometimes people don’t know where to go. Our apologies 
and we’ll try to ensure everything gets it next time. 
 
Traffic safety program: City is having a public meeting on August 30. However, our 
neighborhood isn’t eligible for funding because we already have a traffic-calming device (the 
circle on Luttrell Street). 
 
Treasurer (Joe Miles) 
In the past month, we received $500 from the City of Knoxville (Nick Della Volpe) for 
Community Improvement (Street Signs). 
We also had one large (expected) expense: the annual liability insurance bill ($1,853.50 to 
Grange Mutual Casualty Company). 
 
Balance of Checking Account: $16,544.76 
Maintenance Account: $7,240.90 
Money Market: $23,816.43 
 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Communications (April Ellis) 



Bob asked if we are getting out a newsletter before the year’s end. Jenny said for sure. Chris and 
Jeff are going to try and do it. Either October or November.  

 
External Relations (Bob Whetsel) 
Banners: Met with the city. We have approval to hang banners on poles that do not have light 
fixtures attached to them. We have taken a survey: there are 19 poles in total, of which 5 poles 
qualify. What kind of poles? The big wooden poles in the district are historic, the rest are 
decorative. But we can put up more poles – aluminum poles – and build or install them.  
Preston’s brackets for these poles have been approved. 
Jenny has contacted the printer and asked for an initial order of 10 or 12 banners. 
Thanks to Bob and Gerry for all the follow through work and research. 
Joe said there’s one banner at the end of Luttrell hidden in the bamboo growth.  
 
Neighborhood Center (Diana Rogers) 
 
Updates on Birdhouse Work-trade for 2017:  
Agreements for first half of the year have been met. 
- All windows in the house are operable and painted 
- Benches have been built 
- Landscaping improvements and signage are installed 
- Porch railings have been strengthened and painted 
 
Projects for Second half of 2017: 
Sliding Door to Art Gallery: Bryan has reached out to Gordon Coker (who has experience with 
sliding doors) and is working with him on beginning the repair of the sliding doors separating the 
gallery from the main room.  
 
Fence Project: At the beginning of 2017, Birdhouse met with the Neighborhood Center 
Committee and verbally agreed that Fourth and Gill should help in funding the materials needed 
to replace the existing chain link fencing system with a wooden fence but a picket-y one so that 
people can see through it. Doesn’t need HZC clearance. If the board is willing to tentatively sign 
off on assisting with funding, Bryan can begin work on getting an estimate of material costs and 
pictures of the desired design to present to the board for official approval at the September 
meeting. Bryan said it would be nice to have the board approve of the design, since the 
Neighborhood owns the house. 
Jenny asked Bryan to do some research and present sketches and design ideas to the board, and 
also to see if the Birdhouse organization has any budget for it. If board approves, money will go 
out from the maintenance fund. 
 
Gutters: Varying quotes from $250 to $480 to repair two spots with damage from water leaks. 
Sounds rather high. As far as standard gutter-cleaning went, Amron (which has 
recommendations) is asking for $125. Mary Anne proposed we ask Amron to start the gutter-
cleaning and then assess what additional damage we need to address. Diana seconded. 
Unanimously approved.  
Gerry said whomever we get, we should get on schedule to look at the gutters every year. 
 
High-Pressure water: leaking water in the upstairs toilet because of high pressure. Plumber had 
to be called. He installed pressure-releasing valve to reduced pressure from 110 to 50 which is 
what it is at most houses. Nothing seems to be leaking now and it should help the water bill. Cost 
$250. 



 
Broken Window: Birdhouse staff noticed a broken kitchen window. It appears that only the 
outside storm window is broken. Bryan will work on bringing repair quotes to September 
meeting if board will consider a reimbursement for this repair.  
 
Stained Glass Windows: The artist who has been working on our windows, Susan Watson, has 
ordered some sheets of stained glass to use in repair of the windows. Cost was $228.44. She’s 
been reimbursed.  
There was a discussion at the last meeting about whether we should go ahead and install the first 
completed window or wait until the second one is finished and install them both at once with an 
inaugural ceremony. Bill feels we should wait for both windows and Diana and Jenny agreed. 
Jenny brought up the issue of a thank-you gift for Susan, who has put in so much work (hundreds 
if not thousands of dollars in terms of the hours put in). Even though Susan offered to do it free, 
perhaps we should acknowledge her work in some way.  
Marry Anne said that contributing sweat-labor and helping Susan move her studio would be 
better than a monetary gift.  
However, Nina thought that apart from the sweat labor, a thank-you gift was in order. 
Discussion ensued. It was decided that people would help her move her studio, and later, when 
the stained glass is ready, we could host her art at the Neighborhood Center and have a reception 
event for her in the living room.  
We could also have an article on her contribution in the newsletter  
 
 
Parks & Beautification (Gerry Moll) 
Berry Patch Near Fourth: The committee (Gordon Coker, Heather Quinsey, Jackie Negrete) 
met and located desired location for installation of 30 Black Raspberry plants along the Fourth & 
Gill Walkway adjacent to the Fourth & Gill Park along 4th St. 
Berries would be planted 2 1/2 to 3 feet from the sidewalk. This two- to three-foot area along the 
sidewalk will be mowed to keep the berries from encroaching on the sidewalk. Berries will be 
mulched with wood chips free courtesy Wolf/Cortese Tree Service. Cortese will drop a load and 
neighborhood volunteers can help spread the mulch.  
Their next step is to contact the city and not have them mow that patch. The aim is to plant the 
berries in the fall. Gerry has 30 extra berry plants. Katy suggested we give the patch a name. 
Gerry said he would consult the committee and get back. 
 
Social (Katy Hawley) 
We had another fun potluck in the park. Lots of families. A younger demo. Thanks to Gerry for 
getting the tables.  
Jenny said one neighborhood has a food truck at its social event and how about we do something 
like that. Mary Anne said it might be a good idea to advertise it on a week night and say, Hey, 
don’t cook tonight, come to the food truck instead, a percentage will go toward a certain cause. 
Katy said it’s a good idea and she would give it some thought. 
Bob cautioned about having too many events. Katy said maybe instead of new events, we should 
try to improve the pot-lucks, add something to them to make them special. 
 
 
Old Business 
• Short Term Rental Properties Ordinance (Bob Whetsel) 
Bob gave an update: Council has postponed ordinance to approve, reject or amend it two weeks 
from tomorrow. If it’s amended substantially it will go back to MPC. Until a decision is made 



(probably next year) there will be no change in the way things are being managed – essentially, 
no regulations.  
City council had a workshop. Bob attended (along with about five others from our 
neighborhood—of whom three were in favor, two against). Given the conflicting views, what 
should the Board’s positing be? Bob proposed we should stick to our position: a moderate 
position. In essence, we are okay with short-term rentals but with regulation. Bob said we should 
stick to our position. If the ordinance goes back to MPC, we can then reach out to everybody and 
reopen the discussion.  
Meanwhile, if anyone has complaints about Airbnbs, they should call and register their 
complaint.  
Most neighborhoods –  West Knox, Sequoyah, Westmoreland – are opposing the ordinance. 
Island Homes and Fourth & Gill are supporting it. 

 
• Fundraising & Priorities (Finance & Development Committee, Jenny Wright) 
Porch Restoration & Historic Preservation Grant Planning: we need to have some sort of 
roll-out. Perhaps it could wait till January. We need to raise 35 % for the grant (around $8000 to 
10,000). 
 
Review & Evaluation of Recent Events 
Back to School Picnic: Katy said there was a crate of donations which she will drop off at 
Beaumont. 
Gerry said the picnic was good but the band felt a little isolated; maybe next time have the food 
closer to the band. Bob said there was a good contribution for the band (around $50). 
 
New Business 
• Planning & Logistics for Upcoming Events 
o September Potluck with Old North Knoxville: Katy will have to arrange child care 
o Fall Clean-Up Day 
 
Upcoming Events 

• Early Voting: Ends Thursday, August 24th 
• City Council District Four Candidate Meet & Greet: Monday, August 21st, 7:00pm, Alice 
Bell Baptist Church, 3305 Alice Bell Road 
• Election Day: Tuesday, August 29th  
• Potluck & Trees Program with Old North Knoxville: Monday, September 11th, 6:30pm, 
CUMC 
• Board Meeting: Monday, September 18th, 6:30pm, Neighborhood Center 
• Recode Knoxville Public Meeting: Tuesday, September 19th 
• Fall Clean Up Day: Saturday, October 7th, 9:00am, Traffic Circle 
• Board Meeting: Monday, October 16th, 6:30pm, Neighborhood Center 
• Halloween Party: Tuesday, October 31st, Kay Newton’s Yard, 1006 Luttrell 

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm. Katy moved, Diana seconded. Unanimously approved. 
 
 
 
 


