
Historic Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization Board Meeting  
Monday, July 17, 2017 – 6:30pm – Neighborhood Center 

 
Meeting chaired by Mary Anne Hoskins in the absence of Jenny Wright 
 
Call to Order at 6:42 pm 
 
Members present: Shannon Parks Denton, Mary Anne Hoskins, Bob Whetsel, Diana 
Rogers, Gerry Moll, Ben Auerbach, April Ellis, Nina Martyris 
 
Members absent: Jenny Wright, Joe Miles, Katy Hawley  
 
Guests attending: Bryan Alexander (Birdhouse), Whitney Parson (resident) 
 
Approve June Board Meeting Minutes 
Diana moved, Shannon seconded. Unanimously approved. 
 
Officer Reports 

 
Treasurer (Joe Miles) 
Emailed the accounts in advance. 
Balance of the main checking account:  

$18,997.47 
Balance of the Neighborhood Center maintenance account: 

$7,268.47 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Communications (April Ellis) 
The newsletter was great – special thanks to Chris Griffin for bringing it out. 

 
External Relations (Bob Whetsel) 
HZC hearing scheduled for 1019 Eleanor Street (the proposal is for construction of a new 
outbuilding/garage at the rear of the property). They seem to have done a good job. Their 
neighbors are satisfied with the changes as are Arin Streeter and Kaye Graybeal. 

 
Finance & Development (Ben Auerbach) 
Met with funding committee – Shannon, Bob, Jenny, Katy and Bryan – to discuss how to 
proceed with fundraising for the Neighborhood Center porch and street signs. Decided to have 
both campaigns running simultaneously, and to solicit donations through the online PayPal links 
and, potentially, a GoFundMe campaign. 
 
It was decided that a Kick-Off Event should take place at the potluck in August (where the 
School Supplies Drive will also be held). Ben will be in Australia by then, so he will delegate 
someone to do the presentation (probably Jenny).  
 
During the funding meeting, they talked about releasing some money ($1500 each for porch and 
street signs) from the neighborhood’s rainy day account (which currently has roughly $20,000) 
to buy into the GoFundMe campaign, in order to prime the drive so it didn’t start at zero. In 



addition, said Shannon, if we had this amount we could start working on the street sign right 
away.  
Bob said we should decide this when Jenny and Joe are present. However, since there is no board 
meeting before the next potluck, Bob said Jenny could mention this proposal at the potluck and 
explain that this is what the board is getting ready to do.  
Shannon asked if we were asking for too much at one time – but most thought it would be okay. 
Ben will set up the GoFundMe account before he leaves.  
 

 
Neighborhood Center (Diana Rogers) 
 
Stained Glass Windows: Diana spoke with Bill Murrah about the status of the Neighborhood 
Center's stained-glass windows. Bill says the one that goes over the front door is completed and 
at his house. The arched top one, which goes on the north wall, is not completed. Bill and Susan 
Watson Arbital, the artists, are having a difficult time finding replacement blue pieces. Bill 
thinks we should start thinking of a gift, of some significant value, to give to Susan, when the 
project is finished. Her contribution will be in the hundreds if not thousands. 
Bill has envisioned a ceremony to install the windows, inviting the press, etc. So, the question 
raised was: should we wait on both windows or go ahead and install the first one? Mary Anne 
said let’s install the first one and have a ceremony for it; the second one can follow when it’s 
ready. Most present agreed. Diana said she would speak to Bill. No decision taken. 

 
Electrical/Roofing: The electrical situation has been remedied and the electrician paid. Thanks to 
Bryan, Jenny and Joe for helping to swiftly resolve the situation. 
Bryan is currently seeking additional quotes for work on the roof and gutters. 
Bryan said work in the radio room, where the electrical problem was located, is over, but the 
house-wide assessment hasn’t been done (will cost $150). 
 
Roofing: Bryan got a contact from Diana, someone named Sean. He will look at the gutters and 
give us a quote. There is damage to the underside of the roof at the parts where the gutters were 
clogged. 
Bob asked if there was a plan in place to clean the gutters on an annual basis (there isn’t); we 
should put one in place. 
 
Work Exchange: New Birdhouse signage installed out front. It was warmly complimented by 
all present and has won praise from neighbors as well. 
 
Parks & Beautification (Gerry Moll) 
Contract for Gardener: Gill Avenue gardener Samuel Tomas’s contract is up for this year. Gerry 
proposed renewing the contract. Samuel is really responsive, shows up before events. Bob 
moved and Ben seconded. Unanimously approved. Jenny has also approved it.  
 
Wildlife Certification: The committee working on certifying the Fourth & Gill neighborhood 
(Gordon Coker, Heather Quinsey, Jackie Negrete) met this month and made progress in charting 
a path forward for obtaining certification.  
It was suggested we have a section devoted to this issue on the Fourth & Gill website. April said 
she didn’t know if Bill Pitman still had the controls to the website – but that she would find out. 
Bob asked what kind of wildlife we were trying to attract. Would this be a habitat for raccoons? 
Gerry said butterflies and bees. The idea is to make neighbors start thinking of their yards 
differently, that it’s not just humans who live in Fourth & Gill.  



Whitney said the wildlife norms have to be within city codes. Ben agreed – you can’t have a 
dirty yard and claim it’s a wildlife habitat.  
Jim Klonaris and another four or five residents have got their yards certified after reading about 
it in the newsletter. While there is no fixed number of houses needed for the neighborhood to be 
certified (our neighborhood has 282 houses), we have to get a certain number of points. For 
instance, we could get points by having a neighborhood mascot. Example: coyote. 
 
Berry Patch: Down near the park, near Fourth, where there’s a thicket of bamboo, a lot of 
people have been camping out. Committee came up with the idea of a berry patch. It would serve 
two purposes: attract wildlife and make it difficult for people to sleep. So far, we have asked the 
city to mow it, but Jackie said she would talk to the city about not mowing it so we can turn it 
into a berry patch. Gerry will donate raspberry plants. He will also contact the three neighbors 
around the patch in order get their views. 
Gerry suggested making a proposal to approve the berry patch idea but Bob said if he could get a 
sketch at the next meeting we could take a closer look and get a better idea of the plan. Vote 
postponed. 
 
Golden shovel award: People are voting – voting is open until this coming Thursday morning. 
 
Art Gallery: Heather Quincy is installing new artwork in the little art galleries. Brett painted the 
gallery posts and they look really good. Thanks to Heather and Brett. 
 
Social (Katy Hawley) 
Mary Anne asked how many people attended – estimate was around 60. Shannon said Cruze 
farm had been extremely supportive – they even returned $50 because they gave us half a gallon 
instead of a full. The Ice Cream Social budget therefore came up to only $100. A thank-you card 
to Cruze Dairy was signed by all present. 
Thanks to Shannon for handling the event so well. 
 
Welcome (Mary Anne Hoskins) 
Two or three reports of new neighbors; hasn’t followed through with Bob’s suggestion to contact 
Jessica but will.  
 
Old Business 
Short Term Rental Properties Ordinance (Bob Whetsel) 
Goes before City Council tomorrow night. We are one of the lone groups that support the 
ordinance since it brings regulation to short-term rentals. Given this, should we change our 
position? Mary Anne said we should stick to our stance unless someone had had a change of 
heart. Since no one had, nothing new was proposed. Bob said he would talk to Jenny about it.  

 
 

Porch Restoration & Historic Street Sign Fundraising (Finance & Development Committee) 
Bob said we need sub-committees for both these plans to decide on things like where to hang the 
street signs, or, say, if someone wants to give $200 for a sign on their corner should they be 
allowed it? 
Bob suggested that perhaps at the Kick Off, people could be invited to join the committee. He 
said he would talk to the four families who want the street signs urgently and see if one of them 
would like to chair the Street Signs Sub Committee. 
Bryan said the Birdhouse would be on the Porch Restoration Committee. 



On a related note, Bryan got an email from Virginia Douglas expressing concern about a 
potential side-effect from the front porch renovation: have folks considered how dark the porch 
would make the front room where art exhibitions are held?  
Mary Anne said Virginia had a point – she faces the same problem in her house.  
However, Gerry pointed out that the city grant would limit them to historical restoration of the 
porch. But Bob pointed out that we don’t really know what the original structure was like. In 
order to get an idea of the original we should look at the Sanford Maps. Ben has a set of the maps 
and will take a look. Gerry added that historical constraints apart the porch would provide a 
usable outdoor space and the potential problem of light in the gallery could be solved with really 
good artificial light. 
Shannon said it was great that Virginia had even thought about this and reached out about it. 
 
 
New Business 
Planning & Logistics: August Picnic & School Supply Collection (Katy Hawley) 
We should make sure there are three tables for street signs & porch, school drive, and food. 
 
Upcoming Events 

• City Council Meeting: Tuesday, July 18, 6:00 pm, City County Building Main 
Assembly Room 

• City of Knoxville Go Vote! District Four Candidate Public Meeting: Thursday, July 
20, Milton Roberts Recreation Center 

• PARC Meeting: Thursday, July 27, 6:00 pm, City Council Building 
• Back to School Picnic: Sunday, August 13, 5:00 pm, Fourth & Gill Park 
• Board Meeting: Monday, August 14, 6:30 pm 
• City Council District Four Candidate Meet & Greet: Monday, August 21, Alice Bell 

Baptist Church 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:38 pm. Mary Anne moved and Shannon seconded. Unanimously 
approved. 


