
Historic Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization Board Meeting 
 Monday, June 19, 2017 – 6:30pm – Neighborhood Center 

Call to Order at 6:35 pm 

Members present: Jenny Wright, Shannon Parks Denton, Joe Miles, Bob Whetsel, Diana 
Rogers, Gerry Moll, Ben Auerbach, Katy Hawley, April Ellis, Mary Anne Hoskins, Nina 
Martyris 

Guests attending: Bryan Alexander, Rebecca McKnight (Helen McNabb), Whitney Parson 
(resident) 

Approve May Board Meeting Minutes  
Gerry moved, Ben seconded. Unanimously approved 

Neighbor Concerns & Suggestions  
Jenny said the HZC Jeff Rusk project had been approved 

Officer Reports   

President (Jenny Wright)    
Thanked board for agreeing to help co-sponsor the Town Hall Meet and Greet 

Going to City Council meeting tomorrow; Council is approving our $500 grant.  

Ben Auerbach will be going on sabbatical. His last meeting is in August. His term ends in 
February. But Ben will be here in December and January. Should we appoint someone to fill in 
till February? Or should we wait till February? Mary Anne asked if Ben could vote long distance 
on issues and Ben said yes. To be decided later. 

Huge thanks to Katy for organizing a great Porch Hop and to all four hosts. 

Treasurer (Joe Miles)    
Balance in main checking account: $18,623.90 

Balance in maintenance account: $7,517.52 (before paying for electrical work at the 
Neighborhood Center) 
 
Total income from Porch Hop: $927.There are a few glasses left. We have yet to tally final 
numbers for glasses and donations. 
 
Committee Reports   

Communications (April Ellis)  
Newsletter: Jenny said Chris Griffin has volunteered to do it. Anyone who has content should 
send it to Jenny. Joe suggested a piece about raising money for the porch renovation. Ultimately, 



it was decided that there should be three separate pieces: one, a porch hop recap (Katy to write); 
another on fund-raising (Ben); and the third on what the Birdhouse has done to get the grant 
(Bryan).  

External Relations (Bob Whetsel) 
Jenny and Gerry followed up on the banners. We are moving forward with the banner approval, 
but are still in queue.  

The 37917 Listserv has been full of reports about trash not being collected. Patrick Mcinturff 
called Waste Connections directly but didn’t get a response. Bob said one issue could be trash 
overflowing from cans, in which case they wouldn’t pick up. Jenny said she would send out an 
email telling people to use the right can. However, if people are using the right can, and the trash 
is still not being cleared, they should call 311. If things still don’t improve, then we’ll get in 
touch with Chad Weth, the city’s public service director 
 
Finance & Development (Ben Auerbach)  
Active discussion ensued on how to go about raising money for neighborhood projects.  
Ben said we should be strategic in asking people to donate money – prioritize between street 
signs or porch renovation. Should we do porch and street signs both? Or put street signs on back 
burner? Not good to have too many projects at one time. Better to be practical and explicit and 
focus on one issue. Neighborhood porch seems most pressing, said Ben.  
Jenny said she gets lots of questions about street signs too. She would like to send notes to four 
families who have been interested in this issue for years and ask if they would like to sponsor 
these signs. 
 Ben said asking directly was okay except that it was a one-shot thing – you can’t ask them again 
and again; we shouldn’t burn people out.  
Shannon suggested having a table at the Ice Cream Social with a box for donations.  
Katy said since we’ve already mentioned the porch renovation, we should see it through (as of 
now, we need a Buy In, i.e. we need to raise 35 % of the grant – $8000 roughly – to get a match). 
Bob said people might prefer to donate money for street signs rather than porch, and should we 
ask people which they prefer to fund.  
Shannon said we should be transparent, list both projects in the newsletter, tell people this is 
what we need, and to choose which they want to fund. If we’d reached out more for ArtOberfest, 
it might have been more successful. 
Rebecca offered an outside observation – to say clearly in the newsletter, here’s what we’re 
doing.  
It was agreed that Ben would write the porch article and Jenny the street-sign one. 

Katy said we should have a PayPal button on the web page. We can have multiple options so 
people can choose which project they wish to donate to. 

Ben said once we start raising money, we should have more transparency on the website on how 
much we have raised. Perhaps give an update every couple of weeks. But Jenny said someone 
will have to offer to do the thermometer in order to do that. 

Jenny suggested forming a fund-raising committee to get a timeline and plan in place. Shannon, 
Bob, Bryan, Ben and Jenny volunteered.   



Neighborhood Center (Diana Rogers)    

Bryan said the Center needs electrical work. Power has outed five or six times in the last two 
weeks. Wiring in one room is not grounded. Needs $450 to be fixed. Cost of house-wide 
assessment $125. If repairs are needed, more money will be needed. Jenny asked if they had got 
quotes for the job. Bryan said a DJ had recommended the electrician they had hired. Bob asked if 
he was licensed (he is). Jenny said we could write a check for half the amount and pay the rest 
after the work is done. 

Diana and Jenny said going forward we should get quotes for things like roofing and gutters 
(recommended Kelly Gutters). Bryan said he would. Gerry pointed out that often with the 
Birdhouse, we get very good deals from people who love the Birdhouse and volunteer to do a job 
real cheap. For instance, someone put in a new stove at no cost. However, some of them are not 
bonded. Jenny said for roofing and electrical we need to have someone bonded – but in other 
cases, we can use our discretion about hiring people who want to offer their services. 

Jenny asked about the status of the Stained Glass: Diana said she would get those figures. 

Jenny asked Bryan for figures of how much the Birdhouse pulls in in rent for the last six months. 
She also asked to see a copy of the rental agreement.  

Jenny said when we’re talking about the building – as a venue for meetings, etc. – we should 
refer to it officially as “The Neighborhood Center.” Programs are sponsored by the Birdhouse 
Community Center.  

 
Parks & Beautification (Gerry Moll)  
Gave an update on the requirements for the Fourth & Gill Neighborhood to become a certified 
Community Wildlife Habitat through the National Wildlife Federation. There are three people of 
the committee working to get the Neighborhood certified. Jenny suggested that Gerry should 
send a note out on the email. Gerry offered to write something on this for the newsletter. 

Gerry said he had noticed the hillside near the interstate had been cleared, leaving behind a mess 
– limbs and brush everywhere. The City did it – public works. Jenny said she would send a note.  

 
Social (Katy Hawley) 
Ice Cream Social: Katy said she might not be in town for the ice cream social asked if Shannon 
would help out. Shannon said she’d be happy to. She said last year we had exactly enough ice 
cream, so maybe we should have more this year and less toppings (last year we had too many). 
Jenny offered to be a scooper. Last year’s budget was $100 for two flavors. Jenny said we could 
send an email to Cruze Ice Cream asking how much they would charge for two whole containers. 
It was decided to up the budget to $150 (Joe said we had extra money since we had only four 
porch hop hosts this year). The two flavors chosen: Chocolate and Vanilla. Shannon said she 
needs a vehicle to pick it up. Bob offered his truck.  

Welcome (Mary Anne Hoskins)  



Bob suggested that Mary Anne should get in touch with Jessica Rodocker (realtor) to learn about 
new neighbors.  

Old Business 

Short Term Rental Property City Council Workshop: There’s a workshop on June 29 at the 
City County Building. We have to see how this workshop goes and see what issues come up. 
Jenny plans to meet the city’s attorney Crista Cuccaro to see what we need to do to it if passes; 
otherwise there are concerns that the neighborhood might be taken over by short-term rentals.  

Upcoming Events  

• Short-term rental City Council Meeting: Tuesday, June 20, 6:00 pm, City County Building, 
Main	Assembly Room   

• Ice Cream Social: Friday, July 14, 7:00-9:00 pm, Park    

• Picnic:  Sunday, August 13 at 5:00 pm, Park. Katy suggested that she would ask neighbors to 
bring Iced Tea and Lemonade as their pot luck item. Save us from buying it.  April will 
send out an email saying potluck is on Sunday and that there will be band. 

• Board Meeting: Monday, July 17, 6:30 pm, Neighborhood Center   

• Board Meeting: Monday, August 14, 6:30 pm   

• City Council Candidate Meet and Greet: Monday, August 21, Alice Bell Baptist	Church  

Meeting adjourned at 7:46 pm. 

 

 


