
Historic Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Monday, May 15, 2017 – 6:30pm – Neighborhood Center 
 
Call to Order at 6:35 pm 

• Members present: Jenny Wright, Joe Miles, Nina Martyris, Mary Anne Hoskins, Diana 
Rogers, Bob Whetsel, April Ellis, Katy Hawley, Ben Auerbach 

• Members absent: Gerry Moll, Shannon Parks Denton 
• Guests attending: Chris Jerger, Wyatt Pless 

 
 
Approve April Board Meeting Minutes 
Diana moved, Mary Anne seconded. Unanimously approved. 
 
Office of Neighborhoods (Wyatt Pless) 
Wyatt Pless introduced his organization. Their main aim is to teach neighborhoods about 
emergency awareness and the Neighborhood Emergency Preparedness Plan in order to tackle 
situations where the power goes out during storms, etc. The organization encourages residents to 
know of the circumstances and needs of elderly neighbors. Another service offered is the 
Neighborhood Emergency Contact Network – residents who sign up can text messages about 
damage caused by a storm, icy roads, fallen trees. 
 
Katy suggested that a representative from Office of Neighborhoods could be present at one of the 
pot lucks. 
 
Telephone Pole Update (Chris Jerger) 
An update on the positive subtraction of telephone poles in the neighborhood. KUB pole removal 
of duplicate poles has started. There are 30 poles which need to be removed according to a KUB 
lineman. Many utilities still have lines on the old poles. KUB is pushing AT&T to move to the 
new lines. Ben mentioned that several poles are listing and need to be straightened. Chris said he 
would mention it to his KUB contact. Jenny said it would be a good idea to send a short message 
about the pole removal out on the List Serv. Chris said he would be happy to. 
 
Neighbor Concerns & Suggestions 
 
Officer Reports 

• President (Jenny Wright) 
Thefts: We’ve had a lot of reports about thefts in the neighborhood. It might be time 
again to send a note to the police listing all the thefts. We did so in September and it got 
us more patrols. However, Patrick mentioned that someone had been arrested so it was 
agreed that we should wait a week and see if the incidents go down. 

• HZC packet for 1206 Luttrell (Todd & Emily Wakefield). They're rebuilding a porch. 
Arin Streeter has no objections. Board supports the plan. 
Facebook and Email Account:  Fourth & Gill used to have a Yahoo email account but 
migrated to the more friendly, modern Gmail account. However, some people are still on 
the old Yahoo account. Patrick MacInturff is administrator for that account and for the 
neighborhood’s Facebook account (along with his daughter Jenny). Jenny has contacted 
Patrick to say the account should be Board Controlled, and that someone on the board 
should also be an administrator, but has received no response. She will reach out again to 
say that she and April need to be made administrators. Board approved this move.  



 
Katy said that since many people are not on the listserv, we could use the Porch Hop 
flyers to print a line on “This is How You Join Our Email List.” 
 

Treasurer (Joe Miles) 
General Checking Account:   

$10,208.76 
 
Neighborhood Center Maintenance Account: 

$7,316.61 
 

Cautioned Committee Chairs to keep their budgets in mind while planning events. Home Tour 
expenses are already a few hundred dollars over what was budgeted. Social committee, however, 
is well within its budget 

 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Communications (April Ellis) 
Golden Shovel awarded to JT and Mary June at 839 Deery. They have a spectacular yard. 
Newsletter is late, but will be out by Memorial Day weekend – May 26 

 
External Relations (Bob Whetsel) 
 
Signage: Jenny had an update. David Massey said they finally have a draft for the process to 
approve banners. Our neighborhood and another one are going to be the pilot neighborhoods. But 
he said our brackets will probably have to be purchased from the city. We already have brackets 
– so that’s one issue we’ll have to work out. 

Trash Collection: An employee of the city’s trash contractor, Waste Connections (WC), made 
an error in placing notes on cans this past Friday saying they must be brought to the street for 
collection. City Service Director Chad Weth assured Bob that WC was required by contract to 
collect on the alley if that is the residents’ desire. Moreover, WC has plans to poll residents of 
neighborhoods with alley collection about their preference for collection location. WC would 
love to get trash on the street because it is more efficient and therefore more profitable.   It’s 
important to communicate to neighbors that the notices were a mistake. Bob said he would send 
an email explaining the error and stating that the neighborhood board of directors stands 
unanimously behind the concept that the city and their contractor should use the service alleys, 
where they exist, for trash collection.  

 
Finance & Development (Ben Auerbach) 
Working on planning for the Porch Hop and other fundraising opportunities.  
Needs to assemble a committee, will do so this month. Porch Hop is first order of business. 
Suggested that we could include a line on the flyers about raising funds for the Neighborhood 
Center porch, so that people could bring cash to buy pint glasses and donate to the porch. We can 
also do a few Squares to gather donations by credit card. April said she would send out a Save 
the Date on email.  
 
Neighborhood Center (Diana Rogers) 



 
AC for Birdhouse: As of now, we have heating and two window units but no central AC. If 
there are 50 or 60 people in the room it gets really hot. While we certainly need AC we can’t 
afford it (it will probably cost close to $10,000). Right now, Birdhouse pays neighborhood $310 
a month and we give them $200 back.  Over and above, the Birdhouse sub-leases the space to 
various groups and keeps that money. Jenny asked Diana to find out how much they make and 
what the electricity bill comes to every month (they pay the bill).  

 
 

Stained Glass Windows: Ben asked when they’re going to be put back in.  Diana said she 
would find out. 
 
Role of Birdhouse: Katy asked what the role of the Birdhouse is. Is it first and foremost for the 
Neighborhood or for the larger Knoxville community? It would be cool if the neighborhood 
could use it more. Diana said she’s still unclear.  
April said neighbors can use it as a space for a child’s party, bridal shower, etc. But the space 
isn’t advertised enough. Katy said if it’s used more, maybe for the pot lucks, then it would be 
worth investing in. 
We should invite Bryan Alexander for the next meeting.  
 
Social (Katy Hawley) 
We had a great potluck. Parents want us to move it to Sunday nights so it's easier for them to 
attend.  
We owe Kay Newton $50 for the band. 

 
Welcome (Mary Anne Hoskins) 
One new neighbor welcomed. 
 
Old Business 
Short Term Rental Properties Ordinance (Jenny Wright) 

At the April meeting we decided to send a letter on behalf of the board to MPC. Jenny 
also went to MPC and spoke on behalf of the ordinance. A Bearden organization and 
another short-term rental group spoke against. We were the only ones for it. MPC did 
not want to make a decision – since they didn’t draft it they didn’t want to rule on it – so 
they passed to City Council. 
Others did not want any regulations because they don’t want any short-term rentals. 
They want it completely restricted.   
At the moment they are all illegal, but it’s not enforced. 
Bob moved that we should write a letter to City Council similar to what we sent to MPC 
and that Jenny should speak before the Council in June. We are taking the moderate 
position. Mary Anne seconded. Unanimously approved 
 

Tour of Homes Final Figures (Jenny Wright & Katy Hawley) 
 Ad Sales: $7,800 (fantastic).  
Tickets: 250 tickets (last year 700; weather really killed us this time) 
Expenses: $4,000 (trolley rates went up by $400). 
Net revenue: $6,000 (last year was $8300)  
Realtors as advertisers: we need to re-evaluate that. Some realtors are using the Home 
Tour as a strategy to get homes on the tour they wish to sell. One house was empty and 
we did not know that. Bob said two houses were potentially sold from the tour. 



 
Review & Evaluation of Recent Events 

o Potluck Picnic (Katy Hawley) 
Was fantastic. Some parents want the pot-luck to be permanently moved to 
Sunday. Good suggestion, to be tried out at August pot-luck. Right now, we are 
reserved at the church for August 14. But we are going to move it to the park, 
with the Birdhouse as a rain backup. Katy to reserve Birdhouse for August 13, 
Sunday, 5:00 pm 

o Katy asked for a $50 allocation for a band for the August pot luck. She’s within 
budget, so Joe said no problem. 

 
New Business 

Porch Hop (Katy Hawley) 
$75 per house. Four houses: Braudes (kid-friendly), Ben Auerbach, the Parkers, 
Shannon Parks Denton. 
Flyer: request Brent Waugh to design one.  
Distribution: we already have a system in place which we can use.  
Payment for glasses & donations: Get Squares and envelopes for cash donations.  
 
Ice Cream Social (Katy Hawley) 
Jenny said last year we had Cruze Dairy Farm and it was really nice. Katy will get 
contacts from Shannon. Bob suggested we combine the month’s pot-luck and ice-
cream social. To be discussed at the next meeting. 

 
Upcoming Events 

• Recode Knoxville Meeting: Thursday, May 18th, 6:00pm, Central United Methodist 
• Open Streets: Sunday, May 21st, 2:00-6:00pm, Magnolia Avenue 
• Porch Hop: Friday, June 9th, 6:30-9:30pm 
• Board Meeting: Monday, May 19th, 6:30-8:00pm 
• Ice Cream Social: Friday, July 14th, 7:00-9:00pm 

 
 
Ongoing Projects 

• Urban Forestry Plant Program (summer 2017) 
• Historic Preservation Grant (planning fall 2017) 
• Historical Designation Street Signs (discussing fundraising) 
• Banners 

 
 

Meeting adjourned at 7:57 pm. 


