
Historic Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday, November 20, 2017 – 6:30pm – Neighborhood Center 

 
 

Call to Order at 6:34 pm 
 
Members present: Shannon Parks Denton, Whitney Parson, Joe Miles, Nina Martyris, Bob 
Whetsel, April Ellis, Diana Rogers, Gerry Moll, Katy Hawley, Mary Anne Hoskins  
 
Members absent: Ben Auerbach  
 
Guests attending:  
 
Officer Lt Bush (Email: kbush@knoxvilletn.gov; jbook@knxvilletn.gov) 
 
Neighbors:  
Jennifer and Mike Torgeson, 1019 Eleanor 
Jeff and Kelly Rusk, 805 Eleanor 
Patrick Mcinturff, 926 Gratz 
Skip Beansomewehat, Brownlow 
Bill Murrah, 1111 Gratz 
Lisa Sorensen and Scott Schimmel, 933 Luttrell 
 
 
Approve October Board Meeting Minutes 
Mary Anne moved and Bob second. Unanimously approved. 
 
Neighborhood Concerns & Suggestions 
 
Rise in Crimes in Neighborhood (Shannon Parks Denton) 
Shannon: There has been a rash of crime. Everything from porch thefts, shed burglaries, home 
invasions with shooting (in Old North), to robberies to thefts to tire slashing. Neighbors are 
concerned and anxious. 
 
Lt Bush: There has been a little bit increase in crime. Officers are upset. The homicide rates up 
this year; all these crimes are drug-related. Shootings are up, again drug-related. The drug 
dealers rob other drug dealers, deals go south. This is fairly common.  
 
Clarification About the Old North Shooting: The alleged armed home invasion in Old North 
Knoxville on the 1100 block of Harvey St turned out to be drug-related and not a random 
shooting. The facts, which the police learned later, are that the resident was involved in drug 
deals. It’s very difficult for the police to get the actual true story since the people involved do not 
cooperate. In the Harvey case, the guy went to hospital after he got shot but didn’t tell us. 
Hospital called us. Turned out he had been robbed a couple of times; that night he was robbed of 
$700, though he said not much was taken. He has since moved out. He was not the home owner 
but a renter. The guy was very uncooperative and didn’t want to help. Which is why we didn’t 
have enough information at the Old North Knoxville residents meeting, so at the time we 
couldn’t tell people, hey, there was something more going on here than a home invasion. 
 



We are going to have an increase in crimes at this time of the year: Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
Robberies at gas stations, for instance. We have increased the number of officers on the street, 
more unmarked cars. Be careful when you go into stores and gas stations at this time of year. 
 
Residents: A number of residents brought up the fact that there have been a number of shed 
break-ins and two cases of people walking into houses. In one case, on Luttrell, the door was 
kicked in which the resident was asleep inside.  
 
Shannon: What do you think of the idea of a Neighborhood Watch (NW)? How do we go about 
combating suspicious houses with drug activity in a timely way without breaking the law? 
 
Lt Bush: You can email me – kbush@knoxvilletn.gov; jbook@knxvilletn.gov -- if you see 
anything suspicious. And just because you tell us there is drug activity in a house we are not 
going to go raid that house. We’ll just keep it on our radar, check KGIS to see who the owner is; 
knock and talk with whoever is in the house; knock and smell for marijuana; conduct traffic 
stops outside these houses; check their license; check if there’s anything in the car. 
 
Shannon: Can we contact the owner directly? 
 
Lt Bush: Yes, it’s not unreasonable. Just as you can contact the neighbor who has cars 
abandoned in the yard, or people coming and going in the night that are a problem to you, you 
can contact the concerned person.  
 
Shannon: You sent me a detailed list of arrests you made. Some people said those arrests were 
not in Fourth & Gill so they didn’t have any impact on us. But do criminals just target specific 
neighborhoods? 
 
Lt Bush: It’s usually juveniles who live in your neighborhood or adjoining neighborhood. They 
like the safety of an area they know, so they can run away easily. The juveniles may try 30 to 40 
cars a night, and walk down two or three blocks. So, a group of kids can be responsible for eight 
or ten cars in one night. But, for example, ONK and F&G are a close-enough area, 
geographically. We’ve had some good arrests; the guy slashing tires. We may arrest the person a 
few blocks down from where the crime occurred, but we are catching some of these people.  
 
Jeff Rush: Are these people who have been released from Halfway Homes and from prisons? 
What can we do about it? 
 
Lt Bush: We try to keep track of sexual predators, those charged with indecent exposure; they 
are the first people we look at. Halfway House, always a possibility, but there are plenty of 
people active out here. In fact, a Halfway House has rules, etc. It could be people from there, but 
not necessarily. 
 
Kelly Rush: What about the people up and down Broadway?  
 
Lt Bush: When we see people out at odd hours we get out and talk to them, check if they have 
any paraphernalia, say, a crack pipe, so we can arrest them and take them off the street. We have 
these interview cards with information about what they look like, what they’re wearing, their 
tattoos, etc., so we can identify them. 
  



Jeff Rush: How do we get more patrols? Early morning, there are a lot of people in the 
neighborhood, it seems like a set route, a thoroughfare for them. 
 
Lt Bush: ONK and F&G are on the list for as many patrols as we can give you. But the squeaky 
wheel rule applies. If you see anyone, give us a call, shoot us an email. If you see anyone rolling 
a trash can for instance, let us know. 
215-4010 – Non-Emergency Number. 
  
Katy Hawley: If we do start a NW, can we connect it to you? Will our liaison be more in touch 
with you? Is there a best-practices we could follow? 
 
Lt Bush: There’s an anonymous tip line. When Officer Book comes to your meeting, he takes 
back your concerns and writes a report of them, which is sent out to the other officers. So, what 
you tell him goes out to all the officers.  
 
Bill Murrah: There is a cycle – there are break-ins, two or three people get caught, and it dies 
down. I hope this cycle, too, will drop. Some years ago, we had a similar rash of crime. For a 
period of time, we had a number of people walk around the neighborhood in the night, not to 
apprehend anyone, but just to make sure there were people walking around and seeing what was 
happening; and to call 911 if they saw something. Do you see a problem with that? Not a 
vigilante thing, but to watch the street? 
 
Lt Bush: You could try that. But put someone in a car, it’s safer than just walking around. 
 
Bob Whetsel: It was very successful then but it was a very different environment. There had 
been a shooting in the neighborhood and then a guy shot back. The guy was sent to jail and a 
NW was started because of fear of retribution and reprisal. And it turned the tide. We had it for 
two months. 
 
Shannon: Even today people are afraid of reprisals.  
 
Lt Bush:  Use the anonymous tip line. Photos, too, are excellent, very handy. Security cameras 
have been good. Motion lights. All these are deterrents. 
 
Lisa Sorensen: The alarm in our shed went off at 2:45 am. The alarm doesn’t go directly to the 
police, it comes to me.  I was alone, and so told them to call the police. The first thing the officer 
said when he arrived was that it was against code to have an alarm in a shed. I felt as if it was my 
fault. 
  
Lt Bush: I will check on that. 
 
Patrick Mcinturff: Is there a possibility of getting a squad car parked at Gratz? Lots of transient 
traffic in the morning; it could be parked near the problem spots. 
 
Lt Bush: I can check on that but we generally don’t leave unattended cars around. People who 
are causing problems will figure it out real quick. Long-term it doesn’t really work. 
 
Bill Murrah: There are many people really concerned in the neighborhood, so we have lots of 
eyes and ears we could use. How do we mobilize ourselves? We don’t just want to be victims. 
That’s very disempowering, and historically, that is not how we’ve approached problems in this 



neighborhood. We’ve mobilized people. I’m expressing frustration, we can do more. It would be 
out of character not to do anything. 
 
Lt Bush: Meetings like this are great. Organizing a good healthy NW is successful. You all can 
watch each other’s backs and houses. People who are around in the day and elderly people, too, 
who are at home. Maybe they are not on the listserv or Facebook, but if you went to them and 
told them to be involved, that would help. It has worked out real well in other neighborhoods.  
 
Shannon: Last week four people signed up for the NW. If anyone else wants to, please email 
me. shannonparksdenton@gmail.com 
 
Mike Torgeson: Is there more crime in the neighborhood during the day or night? 
 
Lt Bush: We have a lot of cases of residential properties in the daytime. Not uncommon. The 
home invasions are very rare. These criminals don’t want to break in when you’re home. The 
drug epidemic is so out of control now – I’ve seen crack, pills, now we have heroin. In East 
Tennessee, that’s all we find. Sometimes 10 or 15 needles in their car or purses. Pretty much all 
the crimes in Knoxville are driven by drugs. We are working that. 
 
Jennifer Torgeson: Any details about the back door kicked in when a man was sleeping inside 
at 903 Luttrell? Also, Amy Broyles posted about someone coming into her house in the middle 
of the day. Any details? 
 
Lt Bush: I don’t have any specific information. The Luttrell house, intruder probably thought he 
was gone and got in there. They generally don’t want to break in when you’re home. We’re in 
the South here, there are a lot of people who have guns. You’re going to get shot down here. 
They are not looking to be violent, they are addicted to heroin, take something they can pawn 
and get a fix of heroin. 
 
Shannon: I believe Amy Broyles said door was unlocked. We have lot of homeless people on 
Broadway. I was speaking to someone in Westmoreland who lives in a $2 million house, and she 
said this is happening all the time, if they leave the garage open a little, their lawn mowers are 
stolen. I think it’s important to get to know your block people without being nosey, that way we 
can see a pattern of what doesn’t belong. We can take this back in our hands and be united.  
 
Bill Murrah: There are some things we can do individually. Sometimes I’ll come down Morgan, 
drive down an alley, take a different route. At the potluck, David Bocangel (from Luttrell) 
encouraged people to sit on their porches (not at this time of the year, of course). Historically, 
home break-ins are very rare. But our house was broken into in July and my guitar was stolen, 
and my wife’s ring, and my duffle bag – but not the iPad lying on the table. 
 
Lt Bush: There is a spike in anxiety when there are crimes, but soon people just go back to their 
lives. We used to know our neighbors better. So, if you can go out and get people interested, that 
would be great. But what you are experiencing is not isolated. We’ve been down in South 
Knoxville, Montgomery District, and we get complaints from neighborhood groups just like this 
asking for more patrols. There are homeless populations in other parts too. At Cedar Bluff, for 
instance, there never was homeless activity out there. Now there is. It’s all over town.  
 
April Ellis: I was on hold for five minutes on the non-emergency line.  
 



Lt Bush: The same people who answer the 911 line answer the non. I hate you were on hold so 
long. Around 6:00 pm is the busiest time of day. If you call at night, you won’t have to wait. If 
you had to wait, it’s because others were calling before you. From 3:00 pm to 10:00 pm is very 
busy. Send me an email if there’s a house you want me to look at; patrol. After January 1, we 
usually see a decrease in crime 
 
Shannon: Will the tire slasher go to jail? 
 
Lt Bush: He’s is clearly mentally unstable. Will go to jail for a little while. County may get him 
for a little bit. Best thing we can do is get him medication and get him stabilized. Mental issues 
are where most of the problems are. The court can ask for him to be put in certain programs. 
Whether he wants to attend is not something we can decide.  
 
Skip Beansomewehat: Neighbors could also check their streetlights. My wife and I found three 
that were out in a block. 
 
Lt Bush: Lighting is key. 
 
Shannon: I just want to know if anyone from the neighborhood has reached out directly to the 
commander. If anyone is communicating to city officials, please let us all know. Otherwise it’s a 
waste of time for me. 
 
Fundraising for Historic Street Signs (Katy Hawley) 
Total amount needed for street signs: $7,500.  
Amount raised so far: $1,800  
If we add the Defense Fund money* (explained below) we have a little under $3,000. 
*Bob proposed that we pay $1,500 each for the porch restoration and the historic street signs 
from the Defense Fund to be used as seed money. Whitney second. Unanimously approved.  

Fund-raising drive on till December 18. Donations will be collected at the Holiday party on Dec 
10.  

At a later date, the plan is to have a fund-raising with the extra pint glasses, pretzel warmer, 
toaster. Can we use Highland brewery cups for potluck? Would parents care? No, said everyone. 

Additional Background Details on Street Signs & Fund-Raising (Katy Hawley) 

Project Details: from Bill Cole (Phone: 215-2117) with city traffic engineering who manages the 
city’s Street Sign program.  

• Each post sign costs $175- produced and installed 
• Each sign on stringer line above the street costs $400. Can only be done where there is an 

electronic traffic signal. 
• We have to pay for initial production and installation the city would maintain them after 

the change-out occurs. 
• To create the work order for us they need a map, a check, and a point person to work 

with. 
• After the above have been provided, production and installation should take between 6 

months to a year. 



• We have 41 intersections of which 3 are signalized (Broadway at Glenwood, Broadway 
at Gill St and Hall of Fame at Gill Street). 

• Total Estimated Cost of Signs: $7,000 
• Brent Waugh is leading the fund-raising committee. 

Banners (Gerry Moll):  
Banners are ready. Financially, we have the banners covered, so we will be happy to kick the 
extra money from the city back to the street signs.  

Nick Della Volpe thinks the $500 from the city is for banners, not for street signs. Bob said he 
would call the city recorder’s office to find out. 

 
Officer Reports 
Vice President (Whitney Parson) 
2018 Calendar 
No potluck or board meeting in January. 
Retreat: February 3 at 9:00 am. Either at Shannon’s house or Neighborhood Center. Joe won’t 
be able to attend because he will be in Ottawa. He is eligible for another three years. He said he 
will let the board know if he would like to continue. 
February potluck and Annual Board Meeting: Sunday, February 11. April said we should 
have child care. Katy said she would make sure it was arranged. 
 
Treasurer (Joe Miles) 
Checking Account: $15,575.07 
Neighborhood Account: $6,543.37 
Money Markets: $23,828.18 
 
Many Committee Chairs have turned in budget proposals. For those who haven’t, I’ll use the one 
from last year. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Communications (April Ellis) 
Pumpkin Parade: went well. We had about 20 families. The outlet in the park is out. Katy said 
to call 311 to get it fixed. 
 
Newsletter: went out on schedule. Thanks to Chris Griffin for all his work in putting it together.  
 
External Relations (Bob Whetsel) 
Short-term rentals ordinance: Ordinance to establish regulations for short-term rentals 
including those booked through online platforms such as Airbnb passed city this Tuesday. Will 
be up for second reading tomorrow night. 
 
Neighborhood Center (Diana Rogers) 
Gutter Cleaning: Bryan had a quote from AMRON: between $125 to $175. Other Housing Co-
ops use him and like him. Amron’s number: 865-6901313. 
Bob moved to pay the amount and Katy seconded. Unanimously approved.  
  



Fence: Progress is underway. Brush has been cleared, tilling and leveling of ground has begun. 
New posts are being set along the north side of the backyard, and various heights mapped out. 
  
Parks & Beautification (Gerry Moll) 
Neighborhood Wildlife Certification: A $99 registration fee came up that we didn’t expect. 
Bob proposed we pay $99 to Wildlife Certification. Katy second. Unanimously approved. 
 
Social (Katy Hawley) 
Storage: 

• Gave Sean Martin some of the home tour items. Has one box and small bag of files that I would 
like to give to someone 

• The sign frame and signs are at my house. It was asked that we remove the frame from the 
traffic circle when not in use. Can we delegate this to someone in the neighborhood to put these 
signs out? Are there any communication committee members that live near the circle? (Not 
discussed) 

• Can keep the potluck supplies at my house 

Review of Events 
Halloween Party (Katy Hawley) 
• Halloween Party was well attended and went off well 
• 200 hot dogs were eaten. The weather was nice.  
• We should get child care for potlucks, some people requested it. 
 
Potluck and Food Drive 
Shannon apologized for the food drive being swept aside at the potluck because crime got all the 
attention. But Katy said it worked out and people dropped off stuff at her house.  Katy will reach 
out to the recipients to contact us if they need any more supplies.  
 
Upcoming Events 
 • Holiday Open House: December 10, 5:00 – 8:00 pm (926 Luttrell; 1202 Luttrell; 1112 
Luttrell).  
• Board Meeting: Monday, December 18, 6:30 pm, Neighborhood Center 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:08 pm. 
 


