
Historic Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization Board Meeting 
Monday, October 16, 2017 – 6:30pm – Neighborhood Center 

 
 

Call to Order at 6:31pm 
 
Members present: Shannon Parks Denton, Whitney Parson, Joe Miles, Nina Martyris, Bob 
Whetsel, Diana Rogers, Gerry Moll, Katy Hawley  
 
Members absent: April Ellis, Ben Auerbach, Mary Anne Hoskins  
 
Guests attending: Lt K. Brian Bush (police officer); Adam Parson (resident); Bryan Alexander 
(Birdhouse) 
 
Lt Bush: Our new liaison officer. Said KPD has hired 39 new officers. Hopefully this will help 
address the homeless- and prostitution-related issues. Holiday season is coming up, so residents 
should lock their vehicles and not leave valuables in their cars. 
 
Katy suggested adding National Night Out to the F&G calendar. NNO is a nationwide event 
designed to promote police-community partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie. Whitney 
said she would do so. 
 
Adam Parson: 
Issue: Yard waste collection in the alley between Luttrell and Eleanor on the block between 
Caswell and Wells. 
 
Adam brought a picture of the yard waste truck in the alley. It shows that at the bend in the alley 
near his house, the truck is barely a few inches from the Parsons’ fence and Eldora Fitzsimmons’ 
carriage house. In the past, both structures have been hit and damaged several times by the truck, 
which comes by twice a month. The truck is heavy and often runs over the foundations of the 
Parsons’ fence, thus weakening it. The truck drivers have told Adam they don’t like to drive 
down this alley. 
 
Acting on last month’s board vote, Gerry went around with a petition to the neighbors on that 
block to explain the problem and ask if they were agreeable to putting their brush in front. While 
some were agreeable, there was resistance from others who said they’d prefer their brush picked 
up at the back.  
 
However, Adam pointed out that City Ordinance states that home owners must place the brush at 
the front of their houses and not at the back. Therefore, he said, by picking up yard waste from 
the back alley, the city is breaking its own rules. 
 
In the last month, Adam had drawn Bob Whetsel’s attention to the issue, and Bob got the city 
manager to come down and examine the scene. Having a smaller truck is one solution, but the 
City does not have a small truck for yard waste pick-up. City has yet to make a decision. 
 
Bob explained the layout of the alley: it is broader at the upper end but gets very narrow and 
bendy at the point where it has to maneuver the Parsons’ fence and Eldora’s carriage house. He 
said the issue is a complicated one – while residents at the narrow end of the alley are affected, 
those at the upper end are not. While Adam is not wrong on the ordinance, people at the broader 



end who have had their yard waste picked up at the back for the last 25 years are unwilling to 
change.  
 
Adam said he wanted to gauge the board’s opinion before taking his next step.  
 
Bob and Shannon suggested Adam talk to neighbors and show them the picture he had brought 
to the meeting.  
 
Tabled till next month. 
 
Approve September Board Meeting Minutes 
Shannon moved to approve, seconded by Whitney. Unanimously approved. 
 
Neighborhood Concerns & Suggestions 
 
Query About Birdhouse: Bob said that since we are in the political season, a number of people 
have asked him if the Birdhouse is a 501 (c) 3 organization, and whether it is being used for 
political events. If it is a 501 (c) 3 organization, it cannot be used as a political space. 
 
Bryan and Gerry explained that the Birdhouse does have 501 (c) 3 status through their fiscal 
sponsor, United Mountain Defense. Bryan clarified that one of the Birdhouse’s rules is that it 
doesn’t endorse any political position or politician. 
 
Katy said that someone had asked her if the Home Tour funds go toward subsidizing the 
Birdhouse. The answer is they do not. Birdhouse are renters who pay the Neighborhood $300 a 
month as rent.  
 
On another note, Bryan said the Birdhouse has a TIN (tax identification number) that is filed as 
“Neighborhood Center” not as the Birdhouse. Gerry and Bob said this should not be the case, 
since The Birdhouse is a tenant as should have its own TIN.  
 
The official name of the house is The Neighborhood Center – and that’s how it should be 
referred to in official correspondence. The Neighborhood is the owner of the building. It was 
given to the Neighborhood by the City many years ago. But since no one was managing it and it 
was in need of looking after, the Birdhouse stepped in. 
  
The official name of our Organization is: “Historic Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization.” 
(Note: there is no “The” before Historic, the ampersand symbol should be used instead of the 
word “and”; and Fourth should be spelled out and not written as a numeral, 4th) 
 
Officer Reports 
President (Shannon Parks Denton) 
 
Banners and funding for Street Signs: Our banners have been approved. Gerry said Dustin has 
a few concerns about colors and other small tweaks, but is headed to the printers this week to 
print eight banners.  
Preston’s brackets will be used. Note: they can only go up on poles that don’t have lights on top 
of them. 
Bob asked if the new design was meant to go in a different direction from the old one. Gerry said 
yes, the intention was to freshen things up.  



Whitney suggested that the old banners be used as a fund-raising opportunity. Some residents 
might like to buy them. Bob said we can discuss this later when the new banners go up and the 
old come down. There are barely two old ones left (the rest have almost disintegrated). 
 
Funding for Street Signs: Ben was spearheading this but it’s on pause since he’s away in 
Australia. Katy suggested setting up a sub-committee – a Street Sign and Banner Committee – to 
discuss fund-raising. Katy will chair the meeting. Joe will be on it. Katy suggested having Brent 
Waugh on it too.  
 
Storage of F&G materials: Right now, materials are at three locations: 

1) the Church (two bins) 
2) Katy’s house (cocktail napkins, signs, etc. which Jenny left with her) 
3) the Neighborhood Center Shed.  

Shannon offered the storage bin at the back of her house for the signs.  
Gerry and Katy will take a look at the Shed – perhaps sell some stuff and make space for storage.  
But, as of now, there will be no change in where the materials are stored. 
Katy said she would keep the signs and stuff at her house. Church bins will stay at the church. 
Shed stuff at the shed. 
 
Point People appointed to coordinate with various groups: 

1) Broadway Corridor Task Force: Bill Murrah (Shannon will ask Bill if anyone else is 
needed) 

2) Office of Neighborhood Association: April  
3) Old North: Shannon 
4) North Knoxville Business & Professional Association: Shannon and Bob  
5) Neighborhood Small Grant Program: Gerry  
6) City Council for District Four: Shannon 
7) KEMA Emergency Preparedness: Patrick McInturff 

 
Vice President (Whitney Parson) 
Approval of 2018 Calendar: Handed out drafts of the 2018 calendar. Members to get back with 
suggestions by next month’s meeting. Members can email Whitney with suggestions. 
 
Main change is that most potlucks have been moved to Sunday at the Neighborhood Center. 
 
Monthly Board Meeting: Katy asked if it was necessary to have a monthly board meeting or if 
we could hold them less frequently. Bob said maybe after we get the committee structure 
working, we can meet less often. Gerry added that when we meet we get things done. Everyone 
agreed that we should keep the meeting monthly as of now. 
 
Monthly Potlucks: Katy suggested fewer potlucks – right now, they are poorly attended. 
Perhaps if we have four a year rather than one every month, and have something special to draw 
a crowd, it might boost participation.  
Board was open to the idea. Katy said we should look at the calendar and decide at the next 
meeting which potlucks to eliminate. 
 
Updating the Fourth & Gill website: Whitney will update the Neighborhood website. 
 
Listserv: April and Nina will add new residents to the email listserv. 
 



Halloween Party: Whitney asked whether or not to name the location of the Halloween party on 
the website. Shannon suggested: “At the corner of Luttrell and Caswell.” 
 
Treasurer (Joe Miles) 
Balance of Checking Account: $16,029.68 
Maintenance Account: $7,392.58 
 
Budget: 2018 Budget to be drawn up and approved. Individual committee chairs to send Joe 
their budget requirements by the November meeting so that he can present the budget at the 
December meeting. If he does not hear back from Committee Chairs, he will go with what was 
requested last year. Chairs should keep in mind that this year we made less money. Katy asked 
Joe to send out the old budget to everyone as a guideline. 
 
Secretary (Nina Martyris) 
Board meeting Minutes – which had not been posted for the last few months – have now been 
posted on the website. Whitney will be posting them in the future after the Board approves them. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Communications (April Ellis) 
Newsletter vs Flyers & distribution of newsletter and flyer: A big thank you to Chris Griffin 
for composing, printing, and single-handedly distributing the flyers throughout the 
neighborhood. 
Whitney is trying to get a volunteer at the Brownlow to distribute the flyers there. She will make 
a request on the listserv. If that fails, Bob or Shannon will help her get access. 
For distribution in the future, Whitney said she and April have talked and have a plan worked 
out. Whitney will pick up the flyers/newsletters from Chris’ house and April will pick them up 
from Whitney. 
 
For content for the November Newsletter, Nina to write a piece on Halloween with the recipe of 
the chilli winner and Mary Anne to send Chris a list of new neighbors. 
 
External Relations (Bob Whetsel) 
Illegal renovations: Two residents – the corner house at Haynes and Gratz and the corner house 
at Caswell and Luttrell – were conducting renovations on their property without permissions. 
Bob and Kaye Graybeal stopped them in time. 
 
Neighborhood Center (Diana Rogers) 
Fence: requested funds for the fence, which the board approved in September. Joe will write a 
check for $850.  
Art reception for Susan: wait till we get updates about the window installation. 
 
Parks & Beautification (Gerry Moll) 
Fall Clean-up: Thanks to Katy for organizing Clean-Up and to Bryan for driving the pick-up 
truck. The trailer worked well – we don’t need to contact the city six weeks in advance for a 
dumpster. But trailer should be parked down on Caswell, not at the corner of Luttrell, where it is 
a traffic hazard. 
Bob suggested broadening the Clean-Up Drives to include landscaping. 
 



Coyote Sightings: There have been a number of coyote sightings. However, coyotes are 
everywhere, so the sightings are not unusual at all. The Neighborhood Wildlife Habitat 
Committee will be meeting to address this issue. One idea is to organize a program/presentation 
for neighbors to learn about any issues surrounding urban coyotes. An expert (perhaps from 
IJAMS) could be invited to the November potluck to talk about it.  
 
Fall Golden Shovel Award: Call for votes will go out in the next few days. 
 
Map: Gerry asked if a map could be added to the website. Bob suggested getting a map from 
KGIS (Knoxville Geographic Information System). Whitney said she would follow up. 
 
The Wild Rabbit Berry Patch: planting on October 21st, 9:00-11:00. City will drop off 
woodchips and we will use water from Joe’s house to plant the berry bushes. 
 
Social (Katy Hawley) 
Halloween Party: all set. But said we needed to beef up communication for social events. The 
A-Frames in the Traffic Circle don’t seem to be enough. Suggested repurposing the political 
signs that will have served their purpose after the city elections. We can paint over them and use 
them to advertise Neighborhood events. Everyone thought it was a good idea. Katy will send an 
email to the listserv asking people to donate their sings. She will also organize a painting party. 
Donated signs can be stored in the storage bin behind Shannon’s house. 
 
Food Drive: Katy will find out about it. 
 
Review of Events 
Fall Clean-Up: well organized, went off smoothly. 
 
Upcoming Events 
         • Wild Rabbit Berry Patch Volunteer Day: Saturday, Oct 21, 9:00 am, Fourth & Gill Park 

• Halloween Party: Tuesday, October 31, 5:00 pm, Kay Newton’s Yard, 1006 Luttrell 
• Pumpkin Parade: Wednesday, November 1, 7:00 pm, Fourth & Gill Park 
• Newsletter – early November 
• Neighborhood Potluck: Sunday, November 12, 5:00 pm, Neighborhood Center 
• Board Meeting: Monday, November 20, 6:30 pm, Neighborhood Center 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. Diana moved and Whitney seconded. Unanimously approved.  
	


