
Historic Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Monday, April 16, 2018 – 6:30 pm – Neighborhood Center 
 
Call to Order at 6:38 pm 
 
Members present: Shannon Parks Denton, Whitney Parson, Joe Miles, Nina Martyris, April 
Ellis, Bob Whetsel, Brent Waugh, Gordon Coker  

 
Members absent: Diana Rogers, Katy Hawley, Mary Anne Hoskins 
 
Guests attending: Bryan Alexander (Birdhouse); William Isom (Knox Fi); Officer Wiesenberg 
and Officer Book 
 
William Isom from Knox Fi: Knox Fi is a group of local residents who want to get KUB to 
conduct a feasibility study to see what it will take to provide public broadband options for 
Knoxville. Among the cities that have it already: Irwin, Chattanooga, Jackson, Clarksville, 
Greenville (a small scale one). Holston Electric Co-op have this public broadband project. KUB, 
when approached, said they were not interested in providing broadband, though many KUB 
employees are supportive of the idea. Knox Fi is not asking them to provide broadband, they 
want them to conduct a feasibility to see what it costs. Approximate cost for study: $100,000.  
Knox Fi’s job is to canvas neighborhoods and see if they will support the endeavor. It’s up to 
neighborhoods to decide what they want to do in support. Example: write a letter saying they are 
in favor of KUB conducting a feasibility study. Or, they can invite Knox Fi to come and make a 
presentation.  
Shannon asked for more information so that we can discuss it. Brent said Evan Tishuk, who is 
with Knox Fi, can be a liaison.  
Perceived benefit: the money stays in the community and if KUB wants they can provide free 
internet access to the schools, libraries, police and fire departments, and 911. There is already a 
lot of dark fiber in the ground.  
 
Officer Wiesenberg and Officer Book:  
 
New Liaison Officer: Officer Conner Wiesenberg is taking over from Officer Book. His email 
is rwiesenberg&knoxvilletn.gov 
 
Neighborhood Watch (NW): Officer Book asked if there was an update on the NW. Shannon 
said she had got a detailed dossier of information from Officer Morgan, but there hasn’t been a 
great response from neighbors. Officer Book suggested having an unofficial NW. The main thing 
is communication, be active and be a good witness. If you do that you’ll be doing what a NW 
does. Shannon cited the Cornbread case as a case in point – someone saw him in the 
neighborhood, put it on the listserv, and others chimed in so that people were alert to the 
conman’s presence. 
Gordon asked Officer Book if, in his professional opinion, our neighborhood really needs a NW. 
“It won’t hurt,” said Book, because of the proximity of the Mission. While prostitution has really 
gone down, there will always be spikes in crime. 



April asked for the difference between an official and unofficial NW. Officer Book said there is 
no real difference except for a legal one. Shannon said the legal NW has a lot of paperwork 
involved.  
Officer Book said NWs don’t last long – people get strung out, stretched out, and ultimately, it’s 
left only to a handful of people. Better to have an unofficial watch.  
Brent said we have talked about this issue a lot. Lots of people feel strongly about it – if anyone 
wants to do it, let them take the lead on it. We can have a point person, have someone own it. 
Officer Book said right now, as far as the police is concerned, it’s Shannon who is the point 
person. Bob said Shannon had done a good job on following it up. If the residents haven’t taken 
it up, there’s nothing more we can do. 
 
Arrest: Police picked up someone from a suspicious house on Luttrell Street after receiving a 
complaint about suspected drug-related activity.  
 
Approve March Board Meeting Minutes 
Gordon moved, Whitney second – unanimously approved. 
 
Neighborhoods Concerns 
 
Officer Reports 
President (Shannon Parks Denton) 
T-shirt discussion: Got quotes from three different companies:  

1) Broadway Signs and T-Shirts (cheapest – $492 for 100 T-shirts.) 
2) 3G Graphics near Morgan (most expensive) 
3) Bacon (they do our pint glasses) 

Each store said they could have it ready in time for the Home Tour. It would bring in money and 
help advertise our neighborhood. 
Brent said we are also ordering pint glasses for the Home Tour (buying them for $6 and selling 
them for $10). He is fine with the idea of T-shirt.  
Bob said in the past, Home Tour volunteers used to all wear the T-shirts. This time, however, the 
Home Tour might be too close to get a T-shirt organized so why not build on the idea and use the 
T-shirts for the porch hop? 
Consensus: Yes! to the idea of T-shirt, but we first need to get details about cost, design (we 
have a logo that we could use) and quality of the cloth used. If Shannon can get a design and a 
quote for costs and send it to the board we can vote on it at the next meeting.   
Brent said we can plan for the porch hop by getting people to sign up early so we can get the 
right sizes. 
 
Note-card discussion: 
Shannon said we need some kind of an official note card, for instance, to say thank you to 
officers for coming to our meetings, etc.  
Joe said Jenny had tried to do that, but it wasn’t followed up.  
Our graphics are owned by Dustin Boruff who doesn’t live in the neighborhood anymore. April 
says there is no digital online file with logos, for Facebook headers, and note cards. Shannon said 
she would contact Dustin.  



Bob said to talk to Debbie Billings, owner of Graphic Creations, who had designed one set of 
note cards. 

 
 

Vice President (Whitney Parson) 
 
Home Tour Update: We have $6,900 committed for ad sales. Last year we had $7,500, but this 
year many people bought smaller ads because they had already contributed toward the historic 
street signs. 
Ticket prices have been raised this year: $12 (advance) and $15 (on day of tour). Kids below 12 
are free.  
Tickets being sold at Three Rivers; ads have been placed with Allan Sims’s Inside of Knoxville 
and on WUOT radio and newsletter. 
Food truck – there will be a food truck with cotton candy, hotdogs. And a coffee truck. There 
will be water stands on the trolley routes. April asked if the Home Tour wanted daily posts, if 
yes, they can send her the info and she can post it online. 
 
New flyer box at little library: It’s up at the Little Library; cost $17. 
 
Pot Luck: Whitney is organizing the May pot luck since Katy will be away. Needs help getting 
the tables and chairs to the park. Bryan offered to help. Since there is a private event booked at 
the Neighborhood Center on that day, Bob said he would check with the church if it could be an 
alternative rain location. 
Band: Shannon said she would give Whitney the number of the band that played at her porch 
hop. 
Best Dish: Introducing a new way to choose the best dish with an app. Gordon moved to 
approve a gift card for $10, Shannon second. Unanimously approved.  
 
Wordpress payment button is up and working.  
 
Treasurer (Joe Miles) 
Balance in General Checking Account: $11,201.81 
Balance in Neighborhood Center Account: $7,257.52 
 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Communications (April Ellis) 
Guidelines: Will send out guidelines to the board regarding the listserv. 
 
Newsletter: Gordon said he would do an article on the Golden Shovel and include the history of 
the interstate’s impact on the neighborhood. 
Mary Anne to write on new neighbors. 
Brent to send piece on street signs to April. 
 



Neighborhood Facebook Page Change: The current F&G page is not board controlled. Despite 
years of requesting admin status from the page owner, we have not heard back. Proposed that we 
start a new Board-controlled page after the Home Tour. April can post on the old page about the 
switch, so people know there is going to be a new page. Brent said we should take into account 
how to market the new page, use the home tour to advertise. April said would be nice to so some 
sponsored posts since Facebook advertising is real cheap. Brent said to check with his wife 
Megan who knows about this area. Shannon moved to set up a new board-controlled Facebook 
page, Whitney second, unanimously approved.   
 
 
External Relations (Bob Whetsel) 
School meeting was the largest attended public meeting he’s ever seen in Knoxville.  
County elections are coming out, so go out and vote. 
All the new street signs are up except the hanging ones at the big intersections.  
 
Finance & Development (Brent Waugh) 
Grant update: There are two types of City Grants: Large Historic Preservation Grant and Small 
City Grants. As a neighborhood, we should plan on the second one every year (they range from 
$3,000 and less). They cover a wide swath of things: projector, flyers, etc. One main criterion is 
that we can only get a grant if we partner with another organization. Since the Woolly Bears are 
contemplating applying through us, we need to coordinate with them. 
Brent asked Gordon to be liaison between Woolly Bears and Board, but Gordon said it was 
better if Gerry Moll was the liaison. 
Bob said we need to get a few more poles erected to get the banners up. 
Bryan said Birdhouse got it last year in partnership with Fourth & Gill. But it doesn’t have any 
ideas for this year.  
Porch fundraising question: Proposed that we survey neighbors about what we should raise 
money for. To be discussed later. 
Bob said ours is one of the best-funded neighborhoods in Knoxville. 
 
 
Neighborhood Center (Bryan Alexander) 
Front Porch Grant: Arin Streeter said we won’t know for sure until the budget luncheon in 
May whether historic preservation grants are going to be included in the upcoming budget. But 
he thinks it’s likely, in which case we will have to raise a 35 per cent match. We will have from 
May to November to raise the matching funds. Brent said once we know what the City budget is, 
we can discuss it. 
 
Sliding Pocket Doors: Still not fixed. How soon should we address that? Estimates depend on 
what we are going to run into. Evan Tishuk, who has some experience with sliding doors, thinks 
it will be three to five times more expensive to retain the pocket-door system rather than a hinge 
-door system.  Gordon says part of the problem is that concrete has been poured into the track. 
But board is in favor of retaining the pocket doors. To be discussed at the May meeting. 
 



Gutter-cleaning system: Asked if we could set up a yearly cleaning schedule with Amron. They 
have also made some observations about getting new gutters. Will cost between $2000 to $3000.  
Shannon asked for bids on new gutters.  
 
Fence: Bryan needs to get check for $300 to complete fence. Amount was approved at the 
March meeting. 
 
Order of Meeting: Shannon said we can start with the Neighborhood Center from the next 
meeting so Bryan doesn’t have to sit through the whole meeting. 
 
Parks & Beautification (Gordon Corker) 
Emailed to say that Samuel Tomas is owed his payment on April 23 for the flower garden 
maintenance. Joe had the check ready. 
Since March Clean-Up was cancelled because of rain, new Clean-Up day is April 21. 
 
Social (Katy Hawley) 
Emailed to say that she has ordered the pint glasses for the home tour. 
Needs one more house for porch hop: Joe said he might do it; Gordon suggested we ask Bess 
Connally if she’s interested.  
 
Upcoming Events 
Spring Cleanup: Saturday April 21, 9:00 am, Luttrell Traffic Circle 
Potluck in the Park: Sunday May 6, 5:00 pm (Neighborhood Center in case of rain) 
Board Meeting: Monday May 21, 6:30 pm, Neighborhood Center 
Home Tour: Sunday, April 29, 1:00 pm 
    
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm.  


