
Fourth + Gill Neighborhood Organization Board Meeting Minutes 
Sunday, February 11, 2018 – 5:00 pm – Neighborhood Center 

Call to Order at 5:31 pm 

• Members present: Shannon Parks Denton, Whitney Parson, Joe Miles, Nina Martyris, Ben 
Auerbach, Diana Rogers, Gerry Moll, Katy Hawley, Mary Anne Hoskins 

 • Members absent: April Ellis, Bob Whetsel 

Guests Attending: Bryan Alexander (Birdhouse) and a number of neighbors (See attached list 
for names). 

Officer Reports 

• President (Shannon Parks Denton): Asked those present to sign the membership sheet and 
sign up for Neighborhood Watch and various committees. 

• Vice President (Whitney Parson): Passed around copies of the 2018 calendar. 

• Treasurer (Joe Miles): Presented the 2017 Annual Financial Statement as of Dec 17, 2017:  

Checking Account: $14,131.74 
Neighborhood Center Account: $6,944.17 

Our financial situation in terms of our checking account is fine. 2017 was a typical year in terms 
of expenses. Home Tour was 61% of our total income.  

Total income from 2017: $17,446.46 ($1900 was from a Neighborhood Small Grant). 
Income for 2018 is projected to be similar and sufficient to cover the proposed budget. 
Total Budget Proposal for 2018: $15,302.00 
 
Thanks to Brent Waugh for organizing the Street Sign fundraising campaign and raising more 
than our goal of $8,000. 

Parks and Beautification (Gerry Moll):  
Wooly Bears: Announced the formation of a new neighborhood group called Wooly Bears – “to 
extend our neighborliness to the non-human population.” Their goal is to make the Fourth & Gill 
Neighborhood a Certified Wildlife Habitat through the National Wildlife Foundation. And to 
beautify our neighborhood though native plant species and sustainable practices in order to 
“replenish resources for wildlife locally and along migratory corridors.” 
Arbor Day on March 2: planting trees in park; plant and seed swap, kid activities, water 



conservation trophy. 
Urban Coyote Talk: by Stephen Lyn Bales, Senior Naturalist at Ijams, on March 11 at the 
Potluck at the Neighborhood Center. 

Welcome (Mary Anne Hoskins): We had 15 to 18 new neighbors this year.  

Social (Katy Hawley): Asked people to sign up for various committees – Woolly Bears, 
Communications, Social (parents can suggest how families can be more involved). 

Home Tour: April 29. We will reach out for volunteers. 

• New Business 

Election of New Board Members: Two board members – Gerry Moll and Ben Auerbach – are 
rotating off this year. To fill the vacancies, 

Katy Hawley nominated Brent Waugh, Indya Kincannon second. Unanimously voted in with a 
loud aye.  

Shannon Parks Denton nominated Gordon Corker, Carol Nickle second. Unanimously voted in 
with a loud aye. 

Katy Hawley nominated Joe Miles to be treasurer for his second term, Diana Rogers second. 
Unanimously voted in with a loud aye. 

Street Signs: Brent thanked people for contributing to the street signs – more than 50 people 
contributed in three weeks raising over $ 8,000. Round of applause for the committee members. 
Bob Whetsel is liaising with the city. We will keep neighbors updated. 

Old Business  

Neighborhood Watch (NW) 
Shannon: Stressed that it was very important to report each and every crime, however small, to 
the police – not just post it on the listserv. Call 911 and alert the police to any activity you see. 

In November, we had a police officer attend the potluck and discussed the possibility of a NW. 
Last week, Jim Cortese sent out an email scoping out interest for a NW. As of now, around 26 
people have signed up. How do we go about organizing it? Discussion ensued with various 
neighbors offering suggestions. The salient points discussed were: 

1) Our job is not to be the police. Our job is to observe and call the police if there is a 
situation that looks suspicious. 



2) Always work in teams of two, never alone 
3) Number of hours: decide on the hours to be patrolled. We have around 26 volunteers, 

which would call for two shifts a week per person. We need more volunteers or fewer 
hours.  

4) Jim Cortese (who had to leave early) said he did not want to head the NW but will offer 
suggestions and advice and maintain the email list. 

5) Deb Schuelke on Gratz: Should the NW have marked cars so we know that cars in the 
alley at night are neighbors’ cars?  

6) David Bocangel: we should hold a separate meeting sometime soon for those who have 
volunteered.  

7) Indya Kincannon: we should invite an officer to the first meeting.  
8) Gordon Coker: we did a NW in the mid-80s. We never really saw anything because the 

thieves got wind of it. They are basically cowards. If they know we are out, they go 
somewhere else. I think the police will have a lot of input, most questions will be 
answered by them. 

9) Kay Newton: I do a lot of dog-walking at 2:00 to 3:00 am in the morning, I have chased 
bicycles to Broadway. Basically, if you see something, say something. 

10) Kay Osborne: we should contact the concerned police officer and then have a separate 
meeting with the officer. 

11) David: create a group email for the NW. Jim Cortese is going to manage that email. 
12) Mary Anne: we should host the first meeting at the Neighborhood Center since it is our 

neighborhood center. 
13) Luke McLavrin (Eleanor NW meeting be structured so we get some meeting time with 

officer and some time to ourselves.  
14) David: Maybe some people are not for the idea of a NW; it would be great to hear from 

them too, if they could come to the meeting. Also, those who were part of the earlier NW, 
if they have any knowledge to pass on, would be great if they came to the meeting. 

15) Shannon: be cognizant of your neighbors. Talk to your neighbors, know who they are, 
what time they come and go. 
Conclusion: Shannon will coordinate with Officers Bush and Book, Jim Cortese, and 
David Bocangel and send out options about when to have the first NW meeting. 
 

Other Announcements: 

Neighborhood Centre: Bryan Alexander said this community space is open to all neighbors for 
birthday parties, etc. Those interested should email him at 
birdhouseknoxvillebooking@gmail.com 

Bikshare: Indya announced that the Pace city bikeshare is up and running. Closest bike rack to 
the neighborhood is at Emory Place. 

City Neighborhood Conference: coming up on March 24 at the Marriott. A great opportunity to 
find out about how other neighborhoods handle issues like recycling, yard sales, trash pickup. 
All the City Directors will be there. Carol Nickle asked if F&G has a table there. Indya said she 
would check with David Massey and get back.  



Upcoming Events 
 

• Potluck: Sunday, March 11, Neighborhood Center, 5:00 pm (Coyote talk) 
• Board Meeting: Monday, March 19, Neighborhood Center, 6:30 pm 
• Spring Cleanup: Saturday, March 24, Traffic Circle, 9:00 am 
• City Neighborhood Conference: Saturday, March 24, Marriott, sessions 9 am – 2 pm 
• Knoxville marathon: Sunday, March 25, 7:30 am 

 
Meeting adjourned at 6:14 pm. 


