
	

	

Historic Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Monday, June18, 2018 – 6:30 pm – Neighborhood Center 
 
Call to Order at 6:33 pm. 
 
Members present:  Shannon Parks Denton, Whitney Parson, Joe Miles, Nina Martyris, Bob 
Whetsel, Katy Hawley, Brent Waugh, Mary Anne Hoskins  
 
Members absent: Gordon Coker, Diana Rogers, April Ellis 
 
Guests attending: Bryan Alexander (Birdhouse); Dan Howett (Luttrell St); Gerald Huggins 
(Eleanor St) 
 
Approve May Board Meeting Minutes Mary Anne moved, Whitney seconded. Unanimously 
approved. 
 
Bryan Alexander (Birdhouse): 

• Fence: The fence is all done. Thank you to the volunteers and to everyone for their 
support. 

• Porch Restoration: City is offering the Historic Preservation Grant for 2019, so we can 
apply for a grant to restore the porch. Grant is $30,000 with a 35% match from us. 
November deadline. We need to fund raise and build committees. Brent suggested two 
committees – one to raise funds and one to handle the design/construction side. Gordon 
has volunteered to handle the construction side. Mary Anne asked if there was a template 
of the grant proposal already in place; Bryan said there was – Gordon had written one for 
the front door, and that can work as a template. 
Brent, Bryan, and Gordon to put together a proposal and present it to the board before 
submitting to the city. 

• Neighborhood Center maintenance issues: front door is getting a little wonky; Birdhouse 
would like a door with more advanced locking technology, maybe a door with a code 
lock.   

• Gutters: expecting a call back to get an estimate.  
• Pocket-Doors: No update. 

 
Gerald Huggins (932 Eleanor St) 
Speeding in the Neighborhood: Gerald wanted to draw the board’s attention to the increase in 
speeding in the neighborhood. Cars moving at 45 to 50 miles. He has had two mirrors knocked 
off his truck. He has talked to the police a number of times, they said they would install a radar 
but haven’t. Been told to talk to City Council. Some of the offenders are our neighbors but, 
increasingly, a number of contractor vans are using Luttrell or Eleanor as a shortcut to miss the 
lights on Broadway. Katy offered to post a message on the listserv alerting neighbors to 
complaints about speeding. Board to reach out to Gerald at the next meeting and see if things 
have changed, else we can try something else.  
 
Officer Reports 



	

	

 
President (Shannon Parks Denton) 
 
• Request from Neighbor to use home address as business address: Lee Hoisington, who has 

moved into 725 Deery St., emailed the board recently. He has a part-time licensed and 
insured handyman business. To quote from his email: “I contacted the city about a city 
business license to keep everything legal. That was when that I found out about the 
process of Use on Review prior to being granted a business license at this address. The 
MPC advised me that it would be especially difficult to get approval in the 4th & Gill 
community because the residents are so protective of the neighborhood. I understand that. 
We moved here because we love the historic area. We don’t want to degrade it in any way. 
If anything, we want to improve it. So, prior to completing my Use on Review application, 
I would like to address the Neighborhood Board to explain the nature of my business and 
assure you that there would be no degradation to our wonderful neighborhood due to using 
this as my business address. I would then ask for your support in getting my business 
license with the address of record as 725 Deery Street.” 
Bob said people have already been doing so for years – they just fly under the radar. 
There are at least 20 houses in the neighborhood running businesses from their homes.  
Board members, however, raised several concerns: would there be parking problems? 
Would there be a sign in the yard? Will the Use on Review permit be tied to the house or 
the person?  
Bob to follow up with and ask Mr. Hoisington if it’s possible for him to use a PO Box as 
his official address. 

• Support for business: Frank Ramey emailed Shannon saying he has a new business that 
rents plastic boxes to help people move stuff (instead of using cardboard boxes). He wants 
neighbors to know about it. Board said the best thing would be for Frank to buy an ad for 
the Home Tour. 

• T-shirts: cheapest deal is from Broadway Signs and T-Shirts for $4.92 a piece for 100 T-
shirts. Has asked Dustin Boruff for logo, not heard back. Shannon suggested having logo 
on t-shirt, plain black on grey. Mary Anne said it would be nice to see one before placing 
an order. Bob liked the idea of T-shirt with logo on it.  
Shannon made a motion to order one hundred black and grey T-shirts at $4.92 a piece in 
assorted sizes from Broadway Signs. Bob amended the motion stating that we should 
budget $600 (instead of $492) for the t-shirts (the extra to pay for larger sizes which cost 
more). Whitney seconded.  Unanimously approved.  

 
Treasurer (Joe Miles) 
 
General checking account (not including money from porch hop pint glass sale):   
$ 18,819.81	
 
Birdhouse Maintenance account:  
 $7,559.25	
 
Bob asked what our budget is for this year. It is $15,302. We are doing well compared to last 
year since the Home Tour was much more successful. 



	

	

 
Committee Reports 
 
External Relations (Bob Whetsel) 

• Banners: We have five banners that have not yet been hung because we don’t have poles 
on which to hang them. 

• Street Signs: Whitney asked about the street signs over the traffic intersections. Bob said 
he had to follow up on that. 

• Variance Sign: Central Methodist United Church is going to put up a sign stating that 
they will be asking for a variance to turn eight parking spaces into a green space. 

 
 
Finance & Development (Brent Waugh) 

• Neighborhood Grant/Woolly Bears: WB would like to submit their grant proposal in time 
for the July deadline. Brent has asked them to send it to the Board before submitting it. In 
principle, the Board is in favor of them submitting their proposal. 

• Historic Preservation Grant: Will keep everyone posted. 
• Neighborhood Center Porch: We need to have a discussion about whether or not this is a 

priority. Do we need to educate and inform people some more before making the porch a 
priority since neighbors haven’t shown much interest in it? Shannon said why not have a 
general fund-raiser and then the board can decide what to do with the money. A fund 
raiser, say, a party or a street fair, sounds more fun rather than ‘let’s restore the porch.’ 
But, Bob said, going from the street sign case, we can be more effective if we raise 
money for targeted projects. He suggested holding a broader and more open discussion at 
a potluck to ask neighbors what they think. Katy suggested we put it up on the listserv as 
well. 
For the porch, Bob said we need an architect and a design in order to apply for a grant. 
Brent said we can get that, but what we need to decide is: Is the porch our focus? Can we 
get the neighborhood behind it? 
Katy asked if there was any other pressing neighborhood issue that needed funds. Bob 
said since this grant is specifically for historic restoration, the porch is really the only 
thing it can be used for. He is in favor of raising funds for the porch.  

• Board looks forward to the report next month from the porch committee. 
 

• Corporate Sponsorship: Discussion on whether or not we should accept corporate 
sponsorship for neighborhood events. 
Neighbor Jennifer Torgeson, who owns Mortgage Investors Group, wants to sponsor 
neighborhood events. For the Ice-Cream social, she is ready to offer $500 and, in return, 
Katy said we can put her logo on the listserv and our social media and thank her at the 
event itself.  
Shannon said she was against sponsorship in general and that any decisions regarding it 
should be taken by the board as whole and not by sub-committees. With regard to the Ice-
Cream Social, Cruze Farms has already given us everything practically for free. Why do 
we need another sponsor? Katy said JT was just a neighbor who wants to contribute, and 
that others like her want to donate to the neighborhood. Sponsorship is one way to accept 
that money. Mary Anne said we should be gracious about the gift and accept it. Shannon 



	

	

said would like to approach Cruze and tell them about the sponsorship. Katy said we 
should ask for Cruze’s logo so that we can thank them for their ice-cream on the listserv. 
Diversification: Brent said he was in charge of raising money and sponsorship is one way 
to diversify. Shannon said we need another big fund raiser apart from the Home Tour. 
Brent said we’re in the middle of the year so maybe for next year. 
Brent Said JT is ready to offer us $3,000 for next year but he needs to know the board’s 
decision on this before accepting her offer.  
Bob said we need broad rules on corporate sponsorship. Brent agreed but said we 
shouldn’t vote on it right now but discuss it thoroughly and then decide. However, a 
decision was made on the Ice-Cream Social. Brent made a motion to recognize Mortgage 
Investors Group and Cruze Farm as sponsors to the Ice-Cream Social, the former 
financial and the latter in kind. Bob seconded. Unanimously approved.  
 	

Social (Katy Hawley)	
Porch hop: went off well. 
 
Ice-Cream Social: Katy is not going to be here for the Ice Cream Social; Shannon to be in 
charge. 
 
Architectural Antics: they have reached out again wanting to partner with the neighborhood in 
some way. Katy asked if anyone had ideas about what we can do with them. Shannon suggested 
a social event on their property. Said she would reach out to them and ask them what they 
wanted to do. Brent said to find out what they were offering – was it just the space? Katy said 
she wasn’t interested in being in charge of organizing a party if that is what they have in mind. 
Shannon said she would contact AA and talk about it at the next board meeting. 
 
Elkmont Exchange had approached Shannon about wanting to partner with the neighborhood. 
They don’t want to give money but would like to send their people to help with neighborhood 
cleanup and then neighbors can come to the brewery for free beer.  
 
Bob said this is a nice change – in the past we had to beg corporates to donate money to the 
neighborhood, it’s a change that we’re being approached by them.  
 
Welcome (Mary Anne Hoskins) 
Has to welcome three new neighbors. 
 
Upcoming Events 

• Ice-Cream Social: Friday, June 13, F&G Park, 7:00 pm, Neighborhood Center (rain 
location) 

• Fourth & Gill Board Meeting: Monday, July 16, 6:30 pm, Neighborhood Center 
• Potluck and School Supply Drive: Sunday, August 12, F&G Park, 5:00 pm 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:17 pm. 
	


