
Historic Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Monday, November 19, 2018 – 6:30 pm – Neighborhood Center 
 
Call to Order at 6:30 pm. 
 
Members present: Shannon Parks Denton, Whitney Parson, Joe Miles, Nina Martyris, 
Bob Whetsel, Brent Waugh, Gordon Coker, Katy Hawley, Mary Anne Hoskins 
 
Approve Three Sets of Minutes (September and October Board Meeting Minutes 
and Minutes of Email Vote): Katy moved, Gordon seconded. Unanimously approved. 
 
Guests attending: Bryan Alexander (Birdhouse Coordinator); Dan Howell (neighbor) 
 
Bryan Alexander (Neighborhood Center): 
Reimbursement to the Birdhouse for the following expenses: 

• $130 for downstairs HVAC covering 
• $178.70 for plexiglass shield for Victorian stained-glass window 

Bob moved and Katy seconded. Unanimously approved. 
 
Prioritizing projects on the Work-Trade Agreement:  
Katy said the Birdhouse has done great this year. It was decided to focus on bathroom 
renovations, the pocket doors, and on getting another trash can. There’s a trash can on 
the back steps that doesn’t look great. It is used by the Radio Station. Bryan will talk to 
them, see if they can put it inside or get a lid for it. Other projects such as removing the 
popcorn ceilings, getting kitchen to commercial standards, and building a deck can be 
tackled later. Bob suggested yard improvements. 

Officer Reports 
Shannon Parks Denton (President) 
T-shirts: Asked if anyone wants to sell T-shirts (about 50 left) while she’s away through 
December. Bob suggested she hold on to them till springtime. Melynda Whetsel had 
asked why Ace Hardware on Broadway had Old North T-shirts and not ours. Shannon 
asked if they would sell ours, they declined. If we need to reorder, it will be $8 a t-shirt. 
Asked for a separate entry on the Square Reader for T-shirt sales. Katy and Joe to 
figure it out. 
Brent has the Square Reader – in case it’s needed for Holiday Open House 
 
Treasurer (Joe Miles) 
● General checking account: $16,746.95 
● Birdhouse maintenance account: $7,750.95 
● Asked chairs to send in proposed budgets by December meeting.  
 
Secretary (Nina Martyris) 
● Update on people soliciting on listserv: Mary Anne contacted the person concerned 
and requested her to desist; ever since, her soliciting emails have stopped. 



● Google Drive: asked board members to upload documents and create folders so that 
handover to the new board is smooth. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
External Relations (Bob Whetsel) 

• Recode: Good recode meeting at potluck with a clear consensus emerging. Dan 
Howett said his wife Susan had attended it and enjoyed the diversity of views, 
and the respectful manner in which things were discussed. Bob circulated a 
sheet with the tally of votes for several recoding options. The most popular option 
is Option D: It allows single family, duplex, and if you’re on a 12,000-sq.-ft. plot, a 
town house. It doesn’t allow multifamily. Bob stressed that it was important we 
get the same zoning for the whole neighborhood, not different zoning for the 
north and south ends. 
Bob made a motion to send an official letter recommending Option D to the MPC. 
Brent seconded. Unanimously approved. 

 
• Bob nominated Dan Howett to the new board. 

 
Welcome (Mary Anne Hoskins) 

• Met up with neighbors who have expressed an interest in being part of the 
Welcome Committee. 

• Plans to send out quarterly requests on the listserv asking for new neighbor 
alerts. 

 
Parks and Beautification (Gordon Coker) 

• The Winter Golden Shovel to be awarded to the house with the best holiday 
decorations, not the best yard. Bob moved, Mary Anne seconded. Unanimously 
approved. 

• Congratulations to the Woolly Bears for getting their Small Neighborhoods Grant. 
 

Finance & Development (Brent Waugh) 
● Grant Proposal for Porch Restoration: Had emailed the latest version of the grant 
to the board. Sue Russell has been working very hard on it and we owe her a big thank 
you. Regarding the projected costs, Mary Anne asked if neighbors could paint the porch 
to cut down on the cost and increase involvement. Gordon said the grant doesn’t allow 
for that. Brent said they were thinking of having a spring celebration. Katy suggested a 
big landscaping party to involve neighbors.  
Katy moved to approve the grant, Gordon seconded. Unanimously approved. 
 
● Fund raising: Our goal is to raise $12,000. So far we’ve raised: $9,185 (some still in 
the form of pledges). Individual donations have picked up. $2,300 was raised at the pot 
luck alone. There has also been 100% board contribution. The fund-raising emails 
(Melynda Whetsel, Bill Murrah, Evan Tishuk & Meg Staton) raised between $500 to 
$1,000 on the very day that they were sent out. 
We have had more gifts for the porch restoration than the street signs. 



Bryan said the Birdhouse has raised $600 of its $1,000 goal and are reaching out to 
Parkridge to see if they would like to contribute.  
Katy suggested we use the leftover ArtOber Fest pint glasses (about a hundred) for 
fundraising; we also have a box of steins. (Regular pint glasses: Mary Anne has 14 or 
15 left.) 
Brent to extend fund-raising deadline to Nov 26. 
 
 
● Construction Update (Gordon): Gordon said there were four bids – a very low one 
which involved using plastic materials; another very expensive one at $58,000. The 
other two were $39,000 and $36,000. Both good contractors. What swung it in John 
Wampler’s (High Oaks Construction) favor was the cost and the fact that he knows the 
neighborhood and old houses. 
Gordon said it would be wise to put a 10% contingency on the job and include it in the 
grant. Technically, Fourth & Gill are the contractors since the agreement is between the 
City and F&G. We are subcontracting to John. We have to put the 10% on his cost so 
that he can bring up the price to $39,000. Gordon to meet John to see how it can be 
done. 
Brent made a motion to approve the High Oaks Construction $36,000 bid plus 10% 
contingency for porch project. Whitney seconded. Unanimously approved. 
 
● Defense Fund: Gordon suggested that if we come up short for some reason, we 
should make up the difference from the Defense Fund, which has $24,000, and has not 
been used in a long time. It is meant for the legal defense of the neighborhood. Bob 
said even if we do use some money from it, we can always raise more to replenish it.  
Gordon moved, Bob seconded. Unanimously approved. 
 
● What if we don’t get the grant? The money can be used for other repairs of the 
Neighborhood Center. 
 
● We are in possession of a Certificate of Appropriateness from the City for the porch. 
 
● Grant will be submitted on Nov 27. It will be awarded at the beginning of the year.  
 
● Home Tour Sponsorship: Sean Martin often gets approached for a single, exclusive 
sponsor for the Home Tour. Brent said he doesn’t like the idea. Board agreed.  
 
Social/Neighborhood Center (Katy Hawley) 

• Neighborhood Center Projects: Estimates for Neighborhood Center Repairs: 
$200 for the sink 
$250 for outlets (the library outlet costs $143 since it involves breaking the dry 
wall) 
$150 for the front door (only has a twist lock; dead bolt doesn’t work).  
Gordon moved we go ahead on these repairs, Shannon seconded. Unanimously 
approved. 



• Update on bathroom: We have all the supplies and we should be starting soon 
on the downstairs bathroom; should be functional by next weekend.   

• Discussion on the up/downside of inspections: Would we have a legal obligation 
if we have an inspection? Bob suggested we ask John Wampler to do an 
inspection. Joe added that an inspection would help him to budget for repairs.  

• Work-trade agreement: Bryan said Birdhouse has a meeting in Dec/Jan with the 
committee to decide on the 2019 contract. Katy asked for quotes on the fascia 
and gutters and suggested we apply for a small neighborhood grant next year. 

• No Smoking: Bryan said the rule is already in place and that they have banned 
people who’ve lit up inside. But will speak to Birdhouse members again. 
 

• Holiday Open House: Dec 9 (hosts: Bess Connally, the Whetsels, Jennifer 
Torgeson). 
 

• Stained-Glass Unveiling: Dec 14. Will use the Halloween money to buy 
refreshments. 

Upcoming Events 
● Holiday Open House: Sunday, December 9 
● Stained Glass Unveiling: Friday, December 14, Neighborhood Center 
● Fourth & Gill Board Meeting: Monday, January 14, 6:30 pm, Neighborhood 
Center 
● Potluck: Monday, Feb 11, 6:00 pm (potluck) and meeting at 6:30 pm, CUMC 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:57 pm. 
 


