
	

	

Historic Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Monday, July 16, 2018 – 6:30 pm – Neighborhood Center 
 
Call to Order at 6:30 pm. 
 
Members present:  Shannon Parks Denton, Whitney Parson, Nina Martyris, April Ellis, Bob 
Whetsel, Katy Hawley, Brent Waugh, Mary Anne Hoskins, Gordon Coker 
 
Members absent: Joe Miles, Diana Rogers 
 
Approve June Board Meeting Minutes Gordon moved, Brent seconded. Unanimously 
approved. 
 
Guests attending: Officer Robert Weisenberg; Bryan Alexander (Birdhouse) 
 
Officer Weisenberg:  

• Cornbread: Gordon said the conman is back in the neighborhood. Officer identified 
Cornbread as Cory Bryant, 36, white, male, tear-drop tattoo. He’s been knocking on 
doors and asking for money; has never been known to be violent; his history of going to 
jail is only on the charge of aggressive panhandling; uses intimidation – that’s his hustle. 
Gordon asked if he’s ever had a knife. Officer said he patted him down once, he had no 
knives, guns or weapons. He has been warned to stay away from the neighborhood. If 
neighbors spot him asking for money they should call the police. Otherwise, no major 
crime issues in the neighborhood.  
 

• Potluck: Officer was invited to attend the potluck; said he would try to make it.  
 

• Homeless Camp: Bob asked about the homeless camps under the bridge – they seem to 
have got bigger. Does the city have a strategy? Officer said KARM does great work 
(provides place to sleep and three meals) but though it’s supposed to be a transition 
home, so many of the homeless are on heroin, they can’t do much. Sometimes he is 
called in to attend to two or three overdoses in a single day. Also, word of mouth has 
spread that KARM provides free meals, etc., and this is bringing in more homeless 
people to Knoxville. 

 
Bryan Alexander (Neighborhood Center): 
 

• Front Porch - Historic Preservation Grant: The City is offering a Historic Preservation 
Grant for 2019. Bryan is willing to help fundraise and build work committees on this.   
 

• Sliding Pocket Doors Bryan contacted Gerry Moll and Evan Tishuk to let them know 
about the $500 allocated by the Board as starter money to move forward the project to 
install a new track system. He will keep Board abreast of any further developments. Bob 
said that fixing the pocket doors could be a potential City Grant project which we should 
keep in mind. 



	

	

• Broken Exterior Window in Kitchen: Bryan is in the process of getting quotes for glass 
replacement for broken exterior window pane outside of the kitchen. Bob to put Bryan in 
touch with a good window repair guy – someone who is working on the church. 

• Gutters / Fascia Boards: Goddard Guttering quoted $2,946 to remove existing gutter 
and install a new gutter system. Bob suggested we shop around to find someone cheaper. 
Bryan to get more quotes. Also need an experienced woodworker to repair damaged 
fascia. Gerry has recommended Luke Wilkerson. Bryan to get quotes from Luke and East 
Tennessee Contractors (recommended by Bob) and email the board so they can take a 
decision at the next meeting. 

 
Officer Reports 
 
President (Shannon Parks Denton) 
 
• Resignation of Diana Rogers: Diana has sent in her resignation as the Chair of 

Neighborhood Center. Her term ends in Feb 2019. By-laws state a new director may be 
elected by the board to complete her term. Shannon has asked Gerry Moll but he declined. 
Shannon said until we elect a new director, could Bryan, who is our liaison, continue to 
email Shannon with all updates? Bryan agreed. Shannon thanked him for always attending 
the meeting and being such a committed liaison. 
Bob asked how many vacancies are coming up in January – as of now, four. 
Mary Anne suggested we put the vacancies on the agenda for the next meeting so we can 
start speaking to people and thinking of names to nominate. 
Shannon moved that we fill in Diana’s position only in January 2019 after finding 
someone suitable. Nina seconded. Unanimously approved. 
 

• Neighborhood Archive: Shannon has some paperwork concerning the Neighborhood 
Center (insurance papers, etc.) and Bob has a couple of boxes of notebooks with notes on 
F&G business. It’s a valuable historic record which should be archived. Brent suggested 
creating an archive. Katy to put out a request on the listserv asking if anyone can donate a 
filing cabinet with a lock and key. The cabinet will be kept at the Neighborhood Center. 
Katy will also set up a Fourth & Gill Google Drive, a cloud drive, where electronic files 
can be deposited for everyone on the Board to access. Minutes to be placed there as well. 
Nina to post minutes directly there after they are approved. Whitney to access minutes 
from the drive to post on the website. 

 
Treasurer (Joe Miles) 
General checking account: $17,454.60 
Birdhouse maintenance: $7,560.17 
 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Communications (April Ellis) 
• Non-board Roles/Affiliations: April raised the question of whether or not Arin Streeter, 

who owns a house on Eleanor St. but does not currently live in the neighborhood, is 



	

	

eligible to be the Fourth & Gill liaison for the HZC. She said a neighbor had raised the 
question with her and that she wished to clarify what exactly Arin’s role was: for instance, 
if someone disagreed with him, would their voice be heard? What kind of influence does 
he have? 
Bob said he had spoken to Kaye Graybeal, neighbor and HZC member. Kaye said there is 
no “hard qualification” for a liaison. She sends out proposals to the liaisons who study 
them and provide feedback. Bob said Arin, an architect with an interest in local history, 
does it better than anyone else in the city of Knoxville. Officially, he doesn’t have any 
power to influence HZC decisions. Plus, as a home owner, he is a resident of the 
neighborhood, and therefore within the parameters of being a liaison. Bob said we should 
ask Arin if he wishes to continue since it is a thankless job. Gordon, Nina and Shannon 
said he’s very knowledgeable. Shannon asked if anyone on the Board had any objections 
to Arin Streeter being the HZC liaison. No one raised any objections. 
Bob to contact Arin to ask him if he wishes to continue. 

 
External Relations (Bob Whetsel) 
 
• Variance: Central Methodist United Church is giving up eight parking spaces and turning 

them into green spaces. 
 
Finance & Development (Brent Waugh) 

• City Historic Preservation Grant: will be advertised in September. Another grant we 
could consider applying for is the Dow Grant. Will send it to Gordon and Bryan. Katy 
asked if we could include gutter and fascia repair under the historic grant. Bob said there 
are three of four different grants in the same year for different projects. Brent to meet 
with Gordon and Bryan to come up with a plan and submit it to the board in 
August/September.  

 
 

• Corporate Sponsorship: To continue our conversation from last time: which 
neighborhood events should be open to sponsorship (both in kind and monetary)? What 
about the Holiday Open House? 
April noted that she felt uncomfortable posting about sponsors on the Facebook page. It 
was like turning a neighborhood event into an advertising opportunity. Asked if we really 
needed to raise all this money. Katy said we do since the Home Tour is our only source 
of income. Brent added that if we don’t get money from the Home Tour for some reason, 
it would be nice to have a relationship with sponsors in place. 
Gordon said he was more comfortable with neighborhood-related businesses as sponsors.   
Nina asked on what basis the board would decide to accept one neighbor’s ad but not 
another’s if for some reason we don’t want to accept a certain kind of sponsor. Are there 
going to be ground rules or will decisions be made on a discretionary basis? 
Brent suggested we state upfront that sponsorship will depend on board approval.  
Brent to make a motion on sponsorship at the next meeting, taking into account the 
earlier discussions on the subject. 
 

• Thank Sponsors: How are we planning to thank sponsors of the Ice Cream social?  



	

	

April has posted photos of the social on the Facebook page. Brent asked if she could 
adjust the post in order to tag the sponsors (Cruze Farms and Mortgage Investors Group) 
to thank them. April said she would. Shannon said we can also send a thank-you card. 
Brent to send an email to the listserv thanking sponsors. 
Shannon said Jenifer Torgerson was very happy with the turnout and everyone enjoyed 
the ice-cream. 
Katy has check of $500 from Jennifer Torgerson which she has to give to Joe. 
 

 
Parks and Beautification (Gordon Coker) 

• Renew Samuel Tomas’s annual contract: Same terms. The Fourth & Gill 
Neighborhood Organization will pay Samuel a total of $2,500 for the year ending on 
7/23/2019 to tend to the flower beds along Gill. Payments shall be made quarterly to the 
sum of $625 on these dates: July 23, October 23, January 23, and April 23. 
Katy asked if we could give Tomas some landscaping directions. Gordon said we could, 
but the main issue is that there are already plants in the beds, so we will have to get rid of 
them in order to do something new. Another concern is that they are too tall at two 
corners – they have to be pruned down to under 36 inches to meet code requirements. 
Otherwise, if an accident occurs at one of those intersections because of our landscaping, 
the Neighborhood organization could be in trouble. Gordon has talked to Gerry about 
planting low-rise plants. 
Shannon moved to approve contract. Gordon seconded.  Unanimously approved. Joe to 
give Gordon a check.  
 

• Golden Shovel: David Morgan was thrilled to have won the award.  
 
 
Social (Katy Hawley) 

• Potluck: Coming up next month; this is a back-to-school fund-raiser focused one. 
Supplies will be collected for Beaumont school. April said the more expensive items are 
especially welcome. Bob said Sarah Johnson, who is the Magnet coordinator for 
Beaumont School, is moving to Gratz. Katy to get in touch with her. Shannon suggested 
we get the band that played at her porch hop – they just want food and drink, no fee. 

 
 
Welcome (Mary Anne Hoskins) 

• New Neighbors: Welcomed three new neighbors. Will welcome Sarah and Mike 
Johnson who have moved to Gratz. 

• Pint Glasses: Has between 12 – 24 pint glasses left. Katy added that we also have about 
50 old Octoberfest mugs – Gordon can use them as prizes for his photo competitions. Or 
we can sell them for $5 at Open Streets. Mary Anne suggested we sell them at potlucks 
too.  

 
Review of Events: 

• Ice Cream Social: Next year we should tell people to bring their own mugs to the Ice 
Cream Social. 



	

	

• Card Table needed: Katy to add it to her listserv request for a filing cabinet. 
 
 
Old Business: 
• Business License (Bob): Contacted Lee Hoisington (refer June minutes) regarding his 

getting a handyman business license from his home address on 725 Deery St. Lee has put 
that request on hold. 

• T-shirt color (Shannon): cheapest deal is from Broadway Signs and T-Shirts for $4.92 a 
piece for 100 T-shirts. Shannon contacted Dustin Boruff who suggested that instead of 
black and grey we use a color that matches with the neighborhood banner. Shannon passed 
around a sheet with the four banner colors and board members voted. Green got the most 
votes. Unanimously approved. 

• Logos (Shannon): There have been different logos on the pint glasses. Dustin, who 
designed the logo, has suggested we should reverse the logo because that’s what it was 
meant to look like. It was decided to reverse the logo. 

• Architectural Antics party (Shannon): Wants to have some kind of event in order for 
neighbors to know they exist. Suggestions: having a joint potluck or street fair there. Or 
partner with them for Open Streets. But April and Bob were not for the Open Street 
partnering idea and said it’s better to hold a separate event with them not linked to Open 
Streets.  

• Elkmont Exchange (Shannon): Wants to tie up with F&G for neighborhood clean-up. 
Katy said we could get a larger turnout for clean-up if we offer a free beer at the end of it. 
Gordon said he would contact them for the Fall Clean-Up. 

• Open Streets (Shannon): Sept 30, 2:00 to 6:00 pm on Broadway and crosses Lavinia. 
Opportunity to provide visibility for the neighborhood. Katy said there are lots of 
activities for kids in the shed which we could use. Shannon to contact Kelly Seagers of 
Open Streets to find out what we will need, etc. We already have tables – Gordon offered 
his tent – but we need volunteers. Katy said she would work with Shannon on that and on 
the AA gig if it’s a simple party – for instance, if AA would be interested in a First 
Friday, and providing a few boxes of wine. 

• Poles for banners (Shannon, Bob): Gerry has just hung two banners on Gill and one on 
Caswell. There are two left.  Still looking for appropriate locations for them.  Gerry 
leading that project. 

• Keep Knoxville Beautiful (Brent): Brent to put their request on listserv.  
 
Upcoming Events 

• Potluck and School Supply Drive: Sunday, August 12, F&G Park, 5:00 pm (NC rain 
location) 

• Fourth & Gill Board Meeting: Monday, August 20, 6:30 pm, Neighborhood Center 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 
 


