
Fourth + Gill Neighborhood Organization 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Monday, April 15, 2019 – 6:30-8:00pm – Neighborhood Center 
 
Call to order at 6:30 pm  
 
Members present: Gordon Coker, Chris Griffin, Katy Hawley, Mike Holden, Mary Anne 
Hoskins, Dan Howett, Joe Miles, Whitney Parson, Jules Warren, Brent Waugh 
 
Members absent: Bob Whetsel 
 
Guests attending: Indya Kincannon (Eleanor Street), Jim Hawley (Luttrell Street) 
 
Approve March Board Meeting Minutes 
•Gordon moved. Chris seconded. Unanimously approved.  
 
Officer Reports 
President (Katy Hawley)  
•Birdhouse discussion of 2019 lease and 5-year plan for the building 
•Porch renovation grant obligates us to own the Birdhouse for five years. We would owe the city 
if we do not own it for 5 years.  
•Katy, Dan, Brian, Brent, Jules, and (possibly) Brent and Joe to meet to determine a five year 
plan and then to bring it to the board. Goal is to have a draft by the next meeting. Katy suggested 
Dan heads this task. 
 
Vice-President (Brent Waugh) 
•Will contact Officer Wiesenberg (our assigned liaison) about the recent solicitors in the 
neighborhood and the trespassers in the garage at the corner of Luttrell and Gill.  
 
Treasurer (Joe Miles) 
•Main Checking: $27, 873.13. Of this, $12,305 marked for Neighborhood Center Porch and 
$2,540 is the Wolly Bears Small Grant. 
•Birdhouse Maintenance: $6,083.05 
 
Secretary (Whitney Parson) 
•Home Tour Report 

•Sold $7,500 in ads for the Home Tour booklet. 
•As of 3/18/2019, have ~$1300 in online ticket sales. 
•Thank you to Communications Committee (Chris) for social media posts and advertising the 
home tour on social media. 

 
Committee Reports: 
Finance (Dan Howett) 
•Met with Brent to discuss finance and fundraising.  
•Mike suggested to work with local businesses to show we support them (Fourth & Gill Trivia 
Night, ect) so they will be more likely to support us.  
 



Social Committee (Mike Holden) 
•11 individuals on the Social Committee  
•Ordered 144 pint glasses. Working on graphics for coupons which go into the pint glasses.  
•Home Tour Committee does not want to have the glasses sold at the tour homes.  
•Old North Representative – working on scheduling combined pot luck with both neighborhoods.  
•Planning for progressive dinner in October or November. 
•Yard Sale - $233 in cash and ~$20 with Square Reader earned from donated items for the 
Neighborhood. Great job even though it was a rainy day. About 24 houses in the neighborhood 
participated. Reached out to Old North Neighborhood and Parkridge to do a collective yard sale 
day next year. May be scheduled for May in 2020. 
 
External Relations (Bob Whetsel) 
•Bob was unable to join us at the meeting but emailed the following report: 

•Recode: At its recent workshop on Recode, Knoxville City Council instructed MPC to designate the 
lot size for duplexes in RN2 and RN3 at 10,000 sq ft. Lauren Rider did a great job of 
championing our position. It is not over yet but now the next draft submitted to Council will 
recommend what we requested after our community meeting last Fall. There is talk of another 
workshop in May but it is not posted yet on either the City Council or Planning Commission Web site. 
•Knox High: Mr. Dover has already started the building of his parking lot on 5th Ave.  in front of 
Knox High. I have communicated to the city that we want Lamar St. to stay open as full public ROW 
since the developer has moved forward to build the lot on his property.  
•3rd & Lamar: New issue. Last week Gordon and I met with the architects of the individual who has 
purchased the property, the red brick place is formerly known as Ebco, on the southwest corner of 
3rd and Lamar. The owner would like to rezone his property from C3 to C2. C2 is the downtown zone 
that allows mixed use of commercial and residential in the same building and requires no parking. 
The current plan that was discussed with us was to put 2-3 commercial spaces on the ground floor, 
potentially another brewpub, facing Lamar and 3 residential units upstairs. As presented the upstairs 
units would be for the owner and his family. They have off-street parking for these units in the rear. 
For the commercial spots, there would only be 2 handicapped spaces and the rest would be on the 
street parking.  Currently, they are scheduled to go to MPC in May and wanted to get neighborhood 
input before then—much different than the Knox High case.  
My thoughts, I think this is probably a good adaptive reuse of the facility. Its Lamar face will be much 
improved from its current brick and asphalt ambiance. There will be some green space added where 
there is currently none.  It is in a commercial district and seems to be a good fit for a mixed-use 
development.  The negative would be lack of on-site parking and potential for this to spread out to 
residential streets on the south end of the neighborhood. In the Recode process, this block is shown as 
zone DK-E (Downtown Edge) and the proposed use and parking plan would be acceptable under that 
designation. Based on this info, I am OK with the rezone and think we would have a hard time 
stopping it if we tried. I think we will be more effective in working with the new owner rather than 
fighting. That said I will understand and be OK if the board wants to take a different position 
especially if folks on the south end of the hood are concerned about its impacts. 
 

•Gordon agrees with Bob’s thoughts and is concerned about parking intruding on the neighborhood. 
Parking can already be an issue on the South side of the neighborhood due to business and church events.  
•Brent suggested putting out information about what is being discussed in board meetings. The 
board discussed announcing more information on the listserv ahead of time. Board decided to 
post brief agenda items to the listserv prior to board meetings. 
 



Parks and Beautification (Gordon Coker) 
•Construction should begin on the Neighborhood Center Porch in 2 – 4 weeks. Should take 6 
weeks.  
 

Welcoming (Mary Anne) 
•Requested new pint glasses with coupons from the Social Committee. Chris said some coupons 
have expiration dates.  
 
Communications (Chris Griffin) 
•Planned distribution for next newsletter is in May.  
 
Upcoming Events 
•Kiosk Building 10 am -1 pm, 4/20 and 4/27 
•Home Tour - April 28 
•Neighborhood Conference - May 18 
•Board Meeting - May 20 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm. 
 


