
 

 

 

Woolly Bears News! 

"There is a love of wild 

nature in everybody, an 

ancient mother-love ever 

showing itself whether 

recognized or no, and 

however covered by cares 

and duties." - John Muir 

It's been a busy few 

months for the wildlife-

loving Fourth & Gill Woolly 

Bears! In March we hosted 

the first Fourth & Gill Arbor 

Day event, which included 

a plant swap, information 

on National Wildlife Habitat 

certification, children's 

environmental activities 

and the announcement of 

our water conservation 

challenge winner 

(congratulations, Chris 

Jerger). We also held a 

ceremonial planting of two 

native butternut trees in 

Fourth & Gill Park. The 

butternut trees were 

donated by Lyn Hartman 

who told us the story of her 

Great Aunt Lizzie Greene 

planting a butternut nut 

that she found in a flour 

sack. That nut sprouted 

into what has grown to be 

a large healthy butternut 

tree. Lyn was kind enough 

to donate several saplings 

from this tree for our Arbor 

Day tree planting.  

(cont’d back page) 
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SHOVELS AND STREET SIGNS AND BEARS, OH MY! 

Woolly Bears News (cont’d from pg. 1) 

The next day, on March 11, we invited 

Ijams Senior Naturalist Stephen Lyn 

Bales to talk to us about urban coyotes 

during our neighborhood potluck. He 

taught us that coyotes are an 

important part of our local ecosystem 

and are of no danger to us (though 

small dogs and cats are encouraged to 

head indoors at night). It was an 

engaging session that allowed 

neighbors to ask questions and have 

their concerns addressed.  

Later on in the month, the Woolly 

Bears shared a booth with Native Plant 

Rescue Squad at the Neighborhood 

Conference where we talked to folks 

about our efforts to get Fourth & Gill 

certified as a Community Wildlife 

Habitat with the National Wildlife 

Federation. If you visit the 

Neighborhood Center, you'll notice a 

new bulletin board that identifies 

which individual yards have been 

certified as National Wildlife Habitats 

-  provide food, water, shelter and 

place for wildlife to raise their young - 

which is a key part of our community 

certification. The bulletin board also 

includes information on how all 

neighbors can turn their yards into an 

oasis for wildlife.  

 

In the coming months, look out for 

details on a special educational event 

on gardening for wildlife with the 

Woolly Bears, Native Plant Rescue 

Squad and Marianne Wilson of Wilson 

Design.  Woolly Bear Meg Staton will 

also discuss TreeSnap, a citizen science 

tree-tagging app that helps scientists 

locate trees for research projects. 

We're also gearing up for a special 

event in coordination with the 

Birdfeeder Gallery that marries art and 

nature.  

To back to our opening quote from 

famed naturalist John Muir, which 

reminds all of us to embrace our 

deeply rooted love of nature. Live in 

awe of its splendor. Walk through our 

neighborhood and breathe in the 

sweet scents of nearby flowers. Let 

birdsong fill your ears while you sip 

your morning coffee. And keep an eye 

on who is buzzing and fluttering in your 

garden. The more we engage with 

wildlife, the healthier and happier we'll 

be.  

Woolly Bears:  mission statement: The 

Woolly Bears work to improve our 

unique urban ecosystem by providing 

habitat for wildlife and supporting 

native plants. We use community 

engagement and wildlife habitat 

restoration to connect Gillbillies to 

nature in our own neighborhood, 

which contributes to the beautification 

of our community, increases the health 

and happiness of all residents, and 

promotes urban sustainability.  

 

HISTORIC STREET SIGN UPDATE 

You might have noticed the new 

“Historic 4th & Gill Neighborhood” 

street signs that have been installed 

over the past few weeks.   

The effort was led by a fundraising 

committee, including Katy Hawley, Joe 

Miles, Kaye Osborne, Sue Russell, Brent 

Waugh, and Melynda and Bob Whetsel. 

Not only did the neighborhood surpass 

its goal of $8,000, we did so in only 

three weeks—a week earlier than 

planned.  

As a result, the City of Knoxville was 

able to install nearly all the signs by 

early April, in time for the 2018 Home 

Tour. We reached our goal through 

nearly 50 gifts of all sizes—so thank 

you to the supporters who made 

Fourth & Gill’s historic district street 

signs possible.  

For a full list of contributors, check out 

the Home Tour booklet from this year’s 

tour. Finally, thanks to the City of 

Knoxville Department of Engineering 

for the wonderful partnership and for 

the top-notch customer service. 

If you would like more information 

regarding contributing to future Fourth 

& Gill campaigns, and to get involved in 

the neighborhood fundraising 

committee, contact Brent Waugh at 

BrentWaugh@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

GOLDEN SHOVEL AWARD 

The Golden Shovel Award is given out 

four times a year: Spring, Summer, Fall, 

and Winter. This spring, after having 

eleven nominations and over twenty 

votes, it came down to the wire 

between three well-deserving 

nominees. The winner of the 2018 

Spring Golden Shovel Award is Bill 

Meyers, 1117 Eleanor Street. Bill 

bought and restored a sliver of land 

along the sound wall across the street 

from his house, transforming it from a 

jungle to an urban oasis. The project 

has taken years of work to come to 

fruition and has truly been a labor of 

love. Next time you are walking down 

Eleanor Street toward the corner at 

Wells Avenue, look over to the right 

and check out the soothing green 

space that Bill has created. Thanks 

again to everyone for taking the time 

to vote and show the beauty of our 

neighborhood. And thanks to the 

committee: April Ellis, Gerry Moll, and 

Diana Rogers. 
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HGTV URBAN OASIS HOME BECOMES A DREAM COME TRUE! 

A self-described “house looker,” Dona McConnell found her Fourth & Gill HGTV Dream Home by accident and the 

rest, as they say, is history. “I didn’t intend to do this, it just kind of fell in my lap.”  

A native of Tennessee, McConnell grew up in Tazwell, attending the University of Tennessee before hitting the open 

road with stops in Atlanta, Washington DC, Ohio and Bald Head, North Carolina. Thinking she was coming back to 

Knoxville “to just roost a while,” she purchased a downtown condo six years ago. “As time passed I felt like I wanted 

more interaction with my neighbors,” she said. “And I was also craving a little bit of outdoor space.”  

 

 

 

 

McConnell looked at quite possibly hundreds of 

houses. “Anyone who had an open house, I’d go,” 

she said. But she never felt she had found the perfect 

fit. Until this house. “My sister Virginia is a big HGTV 

fan, saw it on the website and immediately called 

telling me she’d found my perfect place.” 

Like so many of us Gillbillies, McConnell immediately 

entered the giveaway, enrolling twice a day, and then 

was saddened to learn she hadn’t won. But her sister 

came through again, calling to inform her that those 

who had won the house were selling. She 

immediately called the listing realtor and began 

negotiations with HGTV. “I just loved it. It was exactly 

what I had been looking for. I was ready to find a new 

spot with all new furnishings, and this home gave me 

the ability to give away or sell all of my things from 

my past without shopping to pick everything out.”  

McConnell says her favorite spot in her home is the 

back porch, complete with fireplace, where 

shespends most of her time - even in inclement 

weather. “I just put on a jacket and head out with a 

cup of coffee or a glass of wine,” she shared. 

 

Other than loving the house (including her full-

sized washer and dryer), McConnell says her best 

discovery in Fourth & Gill is its residents. “People 

here are so neighborly and friendly,” she said. “In 

my condo, I shared a floor with two other 

condos. I knew the people enough to say hello, 

but there was absolutely no other interaction. 

They would close their doors and that was that.”  

When asked to give us a fact about the house 

that we may not know, she shared this: “The 

common misperception is that it’s not as big as 

people think, coming in at 1800 feet. Another 

interesting feature is the heated-seat “smart” 

toilet and a custom Fourth & Gill sign painted on 

the garage in her backyard. 

 McConnell says she is home to stay. And she’s a 

perfect addition to our vibrant neighborhood.   

 

 

 



  

 

2018 Historic Tour of Homes 

Numbers are still being finalized, 

but all indications point to a record-

setting year for the home tour 

profits.  Current projection is that 

the neighborhood will net $10,000 

in profit from this year’s event.  

Preliminary numbers also indicate 

between 450 and 500 tickets sold.  

Special thanks to the generous 

neighbors who opened up their 

homes.  Without the strong 

showing, the tour could not have 

met the success that is projected. 

Thank you to Carol Nickle, Allison 

Starnes-Anglea and Cody Farmer, 

Bob and Melynda Whetsel, Jeff 

Talman, Brett Burdick, Chris and 

Ashley Ward, Charlie and Candy 

Brooks, Reny Herbert and Susan 

Fancher and Indya Kincannon and 

Ben Barton for hosting! 

Without the help of volunteers, the 

execution is daunting.  Big thanks 

to Sean Martin, Missy Parker, Chris 

and Alice Jerger, Whitney Parson 

and Jeff Johnson who staffed the 

check-in tent.  Our wonderful 

trolley guides, Tim Parker, Bess 

Connally, David Bocangel and Steve 

Larimer who enhanced the rides 

through our neighborhood. Tour 

Home Volunteers Charlene and Gil 

Negandank, Virginia Douglas, 

Eldora Fitzsimmons, Sue Russell, Liz 

Upchurch, Jessica Bocangel, Jason 

and Marie Griffin, Laurie Meschke, 

Allen and Kaye Osborne, Emily 

Wakefield, Mark and Jennifer 

Torgeson, Lisa Sorensen, Dru 

Shelby, Grace Novinger and Julian 

Warren for providing support to 

our homeowners. Ad sales helped 

to propel the profits this year.  A 

special shout out to those sponsors 

who live in our neighborhood. 

Big Thanks to The Billy Houston 

Group, Hops and Hollers, Bliss 

Home, Open Door Architecture, 

Tri-Corner Renovations, Sanders-

Pace Architecture, Brewer, Ingram 

Fuller Architecture, Jeff Talman, 

Café 4/Press Room, Jamie 

Ballinger and Johnson Family of 

Restaurants. Please support these 

sponsors that help support our 

neighborhood! 

 

Join the Club 

 

The Fourth & Gill 

Neighborhood Organization 

is led by a Board of four 

officers and seven 

committee directors. The 

committees manage events 

and projects, and if you are 

interested in joining a 

committee - or committees! - 

contact us! 

 

Shannon Parks Denton, President, 

shannonparksdenton@gmail.com 

Whitney Parson, Vice President,  

whitney.b.parson@gmail.com  

Joe Miles, Treasurer, 

joe_r_miles@yahoo.com 

Nina Martyris, Secretary, 

nmartyris@gmail.com 

April Ellis, Communications, 

aellis35@utk.edu 

Bob Whetsel, External Relations, 

bobwhetsel@comcast.net 

Brent Waugh, Finance & 

Development, 

brentwaugh@gmail.com 

Diana Rogers, Neighborhood 

Center, 

slyandcunningfox@gmail.com 

Gordon Coker, Parks & 

Beautification, 

cokerg60@gmail.com 

Katy Hawley, Social, 

katy.hawley@gmail.com 

Mary Anne Hoskins, Welcome, 

mhoskins@utk.edu 

 

Newsletter Contributors: 

Meg Staton, Megan Waugh, 

Brent Waugh, Gerry Moll, Mary 

Anne Hoskins, Nina Martyris, 

Gordon Coker, April Ellis, Chris 

Griffin, Shannon Denton, Steve 

Larimer. 

 

Connect with Fourth & Gill! 

"Did you know we've updated our Facebook Page? All future posts on 

neighborhood events, Home Tour information, and more will be posted on 

Facebook as the Historic Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization at 

facebook.com/historicfourthandgill. 

We also have an Instagram 

Account! https://www.instagram.com/fourthandgill/ 

And don't forget the listserv! If you or a new neighbor would like to be added 

to the listserv, please have them email April Ellis (aellis35@vols.utk.edu) or 

Nina Martyris (nmartyris@gmail.com)" 

 

 

 

 

 

Eat your weeds! 

 

Knoxville’s abundance of Community-

Supported Agriculture and booming 

farmer markets makes my urban-

farmer heart sing. If you’re ready to 

take your locavore tendencies to the 

next level, look no further than your 

(organic, pesticide-free) front yard. 

While the suggestions below are not 

official recipes, I hope they will inspire 

you to reach deep into our 

Appalachian roots and enjoy the 

tabletop. Weed the garden, but make 

sure the following find their way to 

your dinner table: Dandelion leaves 

are one of my favorite greens. If 

you’re a fan of arugula, there’s a good 

chance you’ll appreciate dandelion’s 

bitter qualities. Add to breakfast 

tacos, pesto, and salads. Save the 

flower petals for salads and tea! 

Violet flowers are not only lovely 

candied, but tasty in salads and baked 

goods, too. Chickweed is a treat that 

grows rampant this time of year - 

enjoy it before it disappears in the 

summer heat! There are several 

chickweed lookalikes, but the square 

stem and single line of hairs along it 

will let you know you have the right 

plant. Add to salads, pesto, or 

ferment to preserve its tangy flavor to 

use year round. For those feeling 

adventurous, young hosta shoots can 

be blanched, then roasted. Finally, as 

we shift into summer and away from 

wild spring edibles, red clover flowers 

make a nutritious tea and young 

plantain leaves are perfect for 

summer salads.  

Bon Appétit! 

 

 

NEW NEIGHBOR ALERT 

OVER THE PAST SIX MONTHS, SEVERAL NEW RESIDENTS HAVE FOUND THEIR WAY 
TO ADDRESSES IN HISTORIC FOURTH & GILL.  HERE ARE SEVERAL THAT THE 

WELCOME COMMITTEE HAS LEARNED ABOUT.  IF YOU KNOW OF OTHERS, PLEASE 
CONTACT THE WELCOME COMMITTEE CHAIR, MARY ANNE HOSKINS, AT 

MHOSKINS@UTK.EDU. 

Tiffany Fain and Dan Hayes live at 
708 Morgan Street, #1.  Tiffany is a 
registered nurse originally from 
Lexington, KY, who loves hiking the 
wonderful trails around Knoxville, 
crocheting, and spending time with 
new friends she has made in Fourth & 
Gill. Daniel is a Knoxville native 
currently working in finance who 
enjoys gardening, reading, and writing 
in his spare time. 
 
Jess Tezak lives at 718 Wells and is a 
photographer.  She moved to Fourth 
& Gill from South Knoxville, but is 
originally from southern Illinois.  
Check out her beautiful work at 
www.jesstezak.com. 

 
Micah and Nicole Reppuhn at 1207 

Luttrell moved to Fourth & Gill from 

the Cedar Bluff area.  Nicole works for 

JJL Process Corporation and Micah 

works for East Tennessee Spine and 

Sport Physical Therapy Clinic.  They 

share their home with their two dogs, 

Izzy and Jessie. 

Benjamin and Carly Shanks at 825 

Deery both work at Oak Ridge 

National Laboratories as post docs.  

Carly is a biologist and Ben is a 

physicist. Though originally from NY, 

they moved to Knoxville from 

Carrboro, NC, after graduate 

school. They have a greyhound 

named Watson and will be adding a 

baby boy to their family in early July.   

 

 

Angelyn Pass and Luke Long (plus 

their dog Betty White) live at 1029 

Luttrell and come to the  

neighborhood by way of Atlanta.  

Angelyn makes Christmas ornaments 

for a living and sells them on Etsy 

(among other places) through her 

business Glaklove.   Angelyn’s fiancé 

Luke works in marketing at Tombras.    

Theresa Wiseman is originally from 

Oak Ridge and lives at 1004 Third 

Avenue with her two dogs Sebastian 

and Ozzy. She owns a dog-sitting 

business called Kindred Spirit Pet 

Sitting.  If you have dog-sitting needs, 

Theresa can be reached at 

tfwiseman@gmail.com or 

www.kindredspiritpetsit.com.   

Juliana and Sebastian Fuerst live at 
821 Luttrell. They are both from 
Germany and moved to Knoxville 
three years ago. Sebastian has a 
background in physics and works for a 
German company as an engineer. 
Juliana works for VetZ, a company 
specializing in practice management 
software for veterinarians. They have 
a Doberman Pinscher named Rosie 
who was a rescue from Chattanooga 
 
Charlie Trammell and Morgan Lane 

are both from Knoxville and live at 

922 Gratz Street. Charlie works for 

C.H. Robinson downtown and Morgan 

works for OrthoTennessee Therapy.  

They have a sweet dog named Ella.  

They love everything about the 

neighborhood and are very happy to 

be here.  

. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS! 

 
  

June 18th – Board Meeting at the 

Neighborhood Center, 6:30 p.m. 

 

July 13th – Ice Cream Social at 4th 

and Gill Park, 7 p.m. 

(Neighborhood Center in the 

event of rain) 

 

July 16th – Board Meeting at the 

Neighborhood Center, 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

August 12th – Potluck and 

School Supply Drive at 4th and 

Gill Park, 5 p.m. 

(Neighborhood Center in the 

event of rain) 

August 20th – Board Meeting at 

the Neighborhood Center, 6:30 

p.m. 

September 10th – Potluck with 

Old North Knox at Central 

United Methodist Church, 6:30 

p.m. 

September 17th – Board 

Meeting at the Neighborhood 

Center, 6:30 p.m. 

October 6th – Neighborhood 

Cleanup at the traffic circle, 

9 a.m. 

 

 

 

Fourth & Gill Neighborhood 

Banners   

With five banners installed and 

seven more at the ready for 

installation, it is time to express 

some well-deserved gratitude to 

neighbors who provided their 

time, skills, and energy towards 

helping us celebrate our 

neighborhood with our new 

Fourth & Gill Neighborhood 

banners.  Nina Phalen has 

relocated to New York, but she 

provided the original spark and a 

whole lot of time toward the 

original effort to get this banner 

project off the ground. The 

illustrious Jenny Wright was, of 

course, heavily involved in the 

process, including taking the lead 

in writing a City of Knoxville 

Neighborhood Small Grant, 

awarded to the neighborhood to 

fund the printing of the banners. 

Dustin Boruff generously gifted 

the neighborhood with the lovely 

design work for the banners and 

Preston Farabow put steel to fire 

and donated the beautiful forged 

brackets for the banners. 

Everyone who has served on the 

Fourth & Gill Neighborhood 

Organization over the last three 

years has also contributed to this 

effort along with neighbor 

volunteer installation crews.  Bob 

Whetsel and Gerry Moll are 

working on bringing this project 

to completion by siting and 

installing the remaining banners. 

This is living proof that, “it takes 

a neighborhood to raise a 

banner.” 

 

Let’s go to the Porch Hop! 

Join in on the fun on June 8th 

beginning at 6:30 p.m.  Thank 

you to the hosts: 

Novinger Porch – 1018 Luttrell 

Day Porch (Family Focused) – 

915 Gratz 

Miles/Grzanka Porch – 630 

Eleanor 

Matthews/Neary Porch – 703 

Luttrell 

The latest edition of the Fourth 

& Gill pint glasses will be 

available for purchase at all 

homes.  $10 each! 
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