
 

 

 

When Bill Murrah moved to 

Fourth & Gill 46 years ago, he 

noticed that the Neighborhood 

Center (also known as the 

Birdhouse) had two large 

stained-glass windows that had 

fallen into disrepair. The once-

beautiful windows had been 

installed in the house, which 

was built in the 1880s, but 

after a century of dust, neglect, 

and wayward baseballs, they 

were scarcely recognizable. Bill 

was determined to restore 

them – the question was how. 

It would cost a few thousand 

dollars and Fourth & Gill 

certainly didn’t have that kind 

of change to spare. 

How wonderful, then, that a 

few years ago, he happened to 

meet master craftsperson 

Susan Watson Arbital, who was 

the resident stained-glass artist 

at Dollywood for over 20 years. 

When Bill told her about the 

Neighborhood Center’s 

windows, something 

extraordinary happened. Susan 

not only offered to restore 

them, but to do it free. 

For the last three years, she 

has worked painstakingly on 

these windows at her studio in 

West Knoxville, coaxing them 

back to life inch by inch. Of the 

two windows, one is a front-

door transom with a Craftsman 

design. This was the easier to 

restore, and even then, it took 

a good nine months. The 

second window, a large, 

arched Victorian, proved to be 

“a real bear,” says Bill.  

To start with, at least half its 

pieces were broken and many 

were completely missing. Each 

of the remaining pieces (over 

200) had to be numbered and 

then the entire window taken 

apart. 
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Three cheers to our four Porch Hop hosts: Grace and Jeff Novinger; Judy and Jerry Day; Terry Mathews & Vincent 
Neary; and Joe Miles & Patrick Grzanka. Thank you for the beer, wine, mint juleps, kid-friendly drinks, hot dogs, 

banana pudding, pizza, spinach pakoras and all the wonderful hospitality. 

2019 Tour of Homes 

Plans are underway for the 2019 Tour 
of Homes which will take place on April 
28,, 2019.  The Home Tour is a 
phenomenal promotion for Fourth & 
Gill.  The 2018 Tour brought in over 
$10,000, which made up 60% of our 
annual income. 

There are a number of ways that 
neighbors can participate and anyone 
is welcome to help out with the 
planning and execution of the tour.   

*Feature your home on the tour.  A 
few have committed for 2019.  Even if 
you cannot this year, but have an 
interest for future years, we want to 
hear from you. 

*Serve on a tour committee.  The 
various opportunities include Ad Sales, 
Volunteer Coordinators, Porch Artists 
Coordinators and Fundraising. 

*Volunteer for day of the tour.  These 
opportunities include ticket 
sales/check-in table, assisting the tour 
homeowners with managing guests 
and serving as trolley guides.   

Each year the tour gets bigger and 
better and we are always looking for 
new ideas to keep the trend going.  If 
you are interested in any of the areas 
listed above, please contact Sean 
Martin, Home Tour Chair at  

sean@opendoorarchitecture.com 

 

 

 

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD IS 

AS COOL AS YOU MAKE IT! 

In January, a number of board 

members will rotate off from their 

positions.  If you have any interest in 

serving in a capacity on the board, you 

may contact any of the board members 

listed on page 2 of the left hand side of 

the newsletter.  The annual meeting 

will be held on February 10th at the 

neighborhood center, but please reach 

out at any time prior to the meeting. 

We have a vibrant neighborhood and 

utilizing new ideas can only make it 

better.  If time constraints are a 

concern, there are always committees 

that the board needs help with year 

round.  Those include communications, 

social, beautification and fundraising. 

The board meetings are on the third 

Monday of each month. 

 

 

COMING SOON… 

In the not-too-distant future, some 

exciting news will be forthcoming 

regarding the Fourth & Gill 

Neighborhood Center. There is a new 

project in the works and it concerns an 

architectural structure that our 

neighborhood is known for. Here's a 

hint: in the picture below, there is a 

group of people posing on one, and in 

the second picture, two more are 

featured. And if you look close enough, 

you might even recognize a few 

neighbors. 

 

The Neighborhood Center is an 

invaluable community space which 

isn't used enough. So, if you are 

planning a party, book club, shower or 

any other event, get in touch with 

Bryan Alexander. 

birdhouseknoxvillebooking@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

FOURTH AND GILL T-SHIRTS 

ARE NOW AVAILABLE! 

Show your Gillbilly spirit and purchase 

a Fourth & Gill T-shirt.  Available in a 

variety of sizes, they are selling for $15 

each and the funds will benefit the 

neighborhood.  They are made of 100% 

cotton. 

The shirts will be available for sale at 

the Halloween Party on Oct. 31st and 

other upcoming events until sold out.  

If unable to purchase there, you may 

contact Shannon Denton at 

shannonparksdenton@gmail.com 
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There’s a rainbow – two rainbows – in the da house 

 

 

 

New pieces had to be cut and ground to fit and new lead 

cut to line each piece of glass. Each joint had to be soldered 

on both sides. A border of zinc had to be placed around the 

assembled window. The pieces had then to be grouted to 

their lead frames. Because the rebuilt window turned out 

slightly larger than the original, the old oak frame had to be 

routed out to accept the “new” window. 

The most challenging step was finding the right shades of 

glass to replace the missing pieces. One shade of blue 

proved especially elusive, and work stalled for weeks as 

Susan hunted through trade catalogues for the closest 

possible match. Finally, she found what she was looking for 

and work started again.  

It has been a slow and halting process and taken much 

longer than she thought it would. And although she 

dismisses these hundreds of hours of work with a disarming 

smile, saying, “It's been a labor of love,” we had to ask what 

prompted her exceptionally generous offer, especially since 

she doesn’t live in the neighborhood. “Well,” she says, “I 

was familiar with the Birdhouse and really like their 

activities and what they do there. I think of these windows 

as part of Knoxville’s history, so I was happy to help in 

whatever way I could.”  

In fact, her spontaneous offer is characteristic of an artist 

who started life as an accountant, a profession as far 

removed from an artist as one could possibly imagine. One 

day she signed up for a stained-glass class hoping to pursue 

it as a hobby. “The minute I picked up a glass cutter I knew 

that this is what I wanted to do for the rest of my life,” she 

says. It’s been 30 years since that momentous day. 

Today, her clients range from museums (check out her 

gorgeous tempered cutting boards at the KMA Gift Shop) 

and  

 

and churches (she has donated windows to churches in 

Mexico, Guatemala and Belize) to doting grandmothers 

who commission unique pieces for their grandkids’ 

birthdays.  She is also an instructor who enjoys 

initiating her students into the mysteries of stained 

glass and mosaics. 

The most enjoyable part of the window project, she 

says, was working with Fourth & Gill volunteers who 

came to her studio on designated workdays to help out 

with the restoration. Last month, when a group of 

helpers did a final Windex polish, it was sheer joy to 

watch the window twinkle to life like a rainbow 

shimmering through smog. After years of being hidden 

by grime, its striking lyre-and-laurel motif symbolizing 

joy and victory could clearly be deciphered. It was a 

special moment as everyone stared silently at it, taking 

in the kaleidoscopic hues and patterns. There was, 

however, one thing in the studio more radiant than the 

window: Susan’s face. 

A big and heartfelt thank you to Susan for directing this 

whole effort and to all the neighbors who helped out at 

one time or another. Thanks to Bill Murrah, Al Osborne, 

Evan Tishuk, Gerry Moll, Bryan Alexander, Betty 

Henault, April Ellis, Dave Linge, Eldora Fitzsimmons, 

Carol Nickle, Gordon Coker, Shannon Parks Denton, 

Michael Green and Nina Martyris. 

The Grand Unveiling of the windows will take place at a 

special event on December 14 at the Neighborhood 

Center. The Center and the Birdhouse will also host an 

exhibition of Susan’s artworks. Please mark your 

calendars and show up in large numbers to applaud 

this extraordinary project. 

 

 

Artist Susan Watson Arbital  



  

 

 
AND THE GOLDEN SHOVEL 

AWARD GOES TO… 

David Morgan was the winner of 

the Summer Award while Cindy 

Rusk took honors for Fall.  Both 

yards have well manicured foilage 

and interesting hardscapes.  They  

create vibrant visuals for us to 

enjoy. 

Congratulations and thanks for 

helping keep Fourth & Gill 

beautiful.   

David Morgan, 602 Caswell 

  

Cindy Rusk, 515 Lovenia 

 

JOIN THE CLUB 

 

The Fourth & Gill 

Neighborhood Organization 

is led by a Board of four 

officers and seven 

committee directors.  Two 

Chairs – Communications 

and Neighborhood Center – 

are currently vacant.  New 

directors will be appointed 

in January.  The committees 

manage events and projects, 

and if you are interested in 

joining a committee – or 

committees – contact us. 

 

Shannon Parks Denton, President 

shannonparksdenton@gmail.com 

Whitney Parson, Vice President 

whitney.b.parson@gmail.com  

Joe Miles, Treasurer 

joe_r_miles@yahoo.com 

Nina Martyris, Secretary 

nmartyris@gmail.com 

Bob Whetsel, External Relations 

bobwhetsel@comcast.net 

Brent Waugh, Finance & 

Development 

brentwaugh@gmail.com 

Gordon Coker, Parks & 

Beautification 

cokerg60@gmail.com 

Katy Hawley, Social 

katy.hawley@gmail.com 

Mary Anne Hoskins, Welcome 

mhoskins@utk.edu 

Newsletter contributors:   

Katy Hawley, Mary Anne Hoskins, 

Nina Martyris, Chris Griffin, Bill 

Murrah, Gerry Moll, Shannon Parks 

Denton 

 

CONNECT WITH FOURTH & GILL! 

Did you know we've updated our Facebook Page? All future posts on 

neighborhood events, Home Tour information, and more will be posted on 

Facebook as the Historic Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization at 

facebook.com/historicfourthandgill. 

We also have An Instagram Account!   

https://www.instagram.com/fourthandgill/ 

And don't forget the listserv! If you or a new neighbor would like to be added 

to the listserv, please email Katy Hawley (katy.hawley@gmail.com) or Nina 

Martyris (nmartyris@gmail.com). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Annual Fourth & Gill Halloween 

party is fast approaching.  We will 

gather at Kay Newton’s house (1006 

Luttrell) at 5 p.m. on October 31st. 

Activities will include the chili cook-off 

which is open to everyone.  Prizes will 

be awarded in various categories and 

vegetarian and vegan versions are 

welcome!  Hot dogs will be served to 

all who come as well.   

Children and adults alike can compete 

in the costume contest.  For the 

children there will be prizes for 

different age groups. 

For our new neighbors or anyone who 

may not have participated in trick-or- 

treating in a while, Fourth & Gill is a 

destination for many.  Expect a large 

turnout of ghosts, goblins and all 

kinds of other cute monsters.  With all 

of the great house and yard 

decorations (pics scattered 

throughout the newsletter), the 

Gillbillies’ display is a wonderful 

experience! 

 

NEW NEIGHBOR ALERT 

This summer some new neighbors arrived in Historic Fourth & Gill.  Here are several 
that the Welcome Committee has learned about.  If you know of others who have 
recently arrived in the neighborhood, please contact the Welcome Committee 
Chair, Mary Anne Hoskins, at mhoskins@utk.edu. 

 Ian Schnur and Joe White moved to 
1105 Eleanor Street in July from 
Springfield, IL, to pursue their new 
careers.  Ian works in finance at a 
local utility and Joe is an ENT 
physician. They recently adopted a 
Golden Retriever puppy named 
Bento. You'll likely see them 
attempting to walk him through the 
neighborhood multiple times per day.  
They love their first impressions of 
Fourth & Gill and look forward to 
being involved in neighborhood 
activities while remodeling their 
1910s Craftsman Bungalow. 
 
Kristen and Tim Roberts and their 

pets live at 1018 Eleanor Street.  They 

have a black lab mix named Logan 

and a black cat named Norm. Tim 

works remotely for a San Francisco-

based tech company, and Kristen is 

both a homemaker and an aspiring 

writer.  She is looking to get into local 

activism and politics soon.  They are 

currently renting their home, but they 

hope to buy a home in the area within 

the next few years. 

 

Dan and Susan Howett moved to 

1104 Luttrell this past June.  They 

raised their four kids in Cincinnati and 

lived a few years in Maryville before 

moving to the neighborhood.  Jack, 

their yellow lab, has enjoyed joining 

them in exploring all the area has to 

offer.  The Howetts have especially 

enjoyed the people of Fourth & Gill 

and look forward to more “porch 

visiting” and having new friends join 

them for dinners. 

 

 

Michael and Sarah Johnson, their 2 
½- year-old Harris, and old mutt Max 
moved from Old North Knoxville to 
1012 Gratz in July.  Sarah grew up in 
Knoxville, and Michael in 
Chattanooga.  They met at UT while 
Sarah was completing her bachelor’s 
degree in Psychology and Michael 
was beginning his PhD.  Sarah works 
at Beaumont Magnet Academy as the 
Magnet Facilitator.  Michael is the co-
founder and Vice President of 
Operations and Development at 
TechMah, LLC.  They are excited to be 
in Fourth & Gill and will be welcoming 
a second baby girl in early December. 
 
Lee and Kelly Hoisington moved to 
725 Deery in April.  Lee owns his own 
business called I Can Do It-- home 
repairs and renovations. Kelly teaches 
history at a homeschool co-op and is 
also working toward a grant-writing 
certificate. Lee and Kelly spent several 
years living abroad with their kids - 
Michael, 20, who is a film major at UT, 
and Jaz, 26, who is an artist/musician 
and works at a local Montessori 
school (and also lives in the 
neighborhood!). Their dogs are Tiger 
(age 16) and Mags (age 12). 
 
Shanna Massouh, our new neighbor 
at 915 Luttrell, is happy to be a part of 
this neighborhood!  She is a musician, 
yoga teacher, sound healer (having 
studied the art in both Poland and 
Ecuador), and mom of two kids - 
Edmond (age eleven) and Noah (age 
nine).   Her lifelong love is music, and 
she plays many instruments, writes 
her own music, and sings at various 
places in town.  Her family loves to 
camp, bicycle, kayak, paddle board, 
and spend time outdoors.   Shanna 
hopes to eventually open her home as 
a small bed and breakfast which she 
will name The Hummingbird House. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS! 

 
 

November 1st – Pumpkin Parade in 

the Park, 7 p.m. 

 

November 11th – Potluck and Food 

Drive at the Neighborhood Center, 5 

p.m. 

 

November 19th – Board Meeting at 

the Neighborhood Center, 6:30 p.m. 

December 17th - Board Meeting at 

the Neighborhood Center, 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

February 10th - Potluck and Annual 

Meeting at the Neighborhood 

Center (child care will be provided), 

5 p.m. 

February 25th - Board Meeting at 

the Neighborhood Center, 6:00 

p.m. 

AND…MAKE PLANS NOW FOR THE 

COVENANT HEALTH KNOXVILLE 

MARATHON.  THE RACE WILL RUN 

THROUGH FOURTH & GILL YET 

AGAIN ON MARCH 31, 2019!  

VOLUNTEERS WILL BE NEEDED TO 

HELP PREPARE AND HAND OUT 

FRUIT.  ASSISTANCE WILL BE 

NEEDED WITH THE WATER AND 

GATORADE STATIONS.  AND AS 

ALWAYS, SIGNS, BALLOONS AND 

YARD DECORATIONS WILL HELP 

ENHANCE THE RUNNERS’ 

EXPERIENCE AS THEY WIND THEIR 

WAY THROUGH OUR BEAUTIFUL 

STREETS! 

 

 

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS IN 

FOURTH & GILL 

In addition to the annual Holiday 

Open House on December 9th 

(locations still being finalized), 

another annual event will make its 

way through the neighborhood this 

year.  Tour de Lights will pass 

through our streets on December 

14th.  The festive bikes will depart 

Market Square at 7:30 p.m.  It is 

estimated that over 1,000 bikers 

participate! 

 

“Isabella, caterpillar, 
what’s the weather?” 

An early sighting in the Fourth & 

Gill neighborhood of a Woolly 

Bear caterpillar also known as the 

Isabella Tiger moth, Pyrrharctia 

Isabella indicates that we are in 

for a mild winter. Woolly Bear 

caterpillars have long been known 

as predictors of winter weather. 

Here’s the local folklore: The 

Woolly Bear caterpillar has 13 

distinct segments of either rusty 

brown or black. The wider the 

rusty brown sections (or the more 

brown segments there are), the 

milder the coming winter will be. 

The more black there is, the more 

severe the winter. Not only did the 

Woolly Bear caterpillar recently 

spotted in our neighborhood have 

a robust rusty brown segment, but 

it was perched on a jalapeno 

pepper.  

Speaking of Woolly Bears, The 

Fourth & Gill Woolly Bears 

currently have 9 official members  

(privy to secrets entitled only to 

members), who have in 

collaboration with the Fourth & 

Gill Organization gotten to the 

final round of the City of Knoxville 

Neighborhood Grant Program. If 

our grant proposal is approved by 

City Council, Fourth & Gill will be 

awarded funding to build a 

covered bulletin board structure in 

the Fourth & Gill Park.  

 

JALAPENO POPPER 

nativeplantrescuesquad@gmail.com 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE 

MID-TERM ELECTION: 

OCTOBER 30TH - LAST DAY TO 

REQUEST AN ABSENTEE BALLOT.   

NOVEMBER 1ST - EARLY VOTING 

ENDS 

NOVEMBER 6TH - ELECTION DAY.   

VOTING LOCATION – CENTRAL 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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FALL NEIGHBORHOOD CLEANUP CREW 
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