
 

 

 

Smile, there's a 

photographer in the hood 

We were looking for a good 

photographer to take pictures 

of the Hurricane Katrina rose 

for the newsletter when we 

discovered we had a 

professional right here in the 

hood. Neighbors, meet Jessica 

Tezak, who moved to Knoxville 

from northern Illinois four 

years ago to work as a 

photojournalist at the Knoxville 

News Sentinel.  After a one-

year stint at the Sentinel, she 

spent a season as assistant 

cook on Mt. LeConte and then 

joined Care of the Earth 

Community Farm. She 

continues to help at the Farm, 

but is now a full-time freelance 

photographer, with bylines in 

the Wall Street Journal, 

Guardian and Buzzfeed News. 

She is currently working on 

two personal projects: 

documenting a group of men 

who runs a 90-year-old broom 

shop in Gatlinburg and the 

Austin East Boys' Soccer Team. 

Her areas of specialization 

include family and wedding 

portraits, birth photography, 

and news assignments.  

Jessica has lived on Wells for 

two years. "My favorite part 

about living in Fourth & Gill is 

the sense of community and 

the love of plants that you see 

throughout the 

neighborhood," she says. To 

contact her go to 

https://www.jesstezak.com/ 

 

 

FOURTH & GILL 

NEWSLETTER 

Issue 

05 

May 2019 

 

OCTOBER 2018 

 

On Saturday, March 2, the Fourth & Gill Woolly Bears hosted the 2nd Annual Tennessee Arbor Celebration in Fourth & Gill Park. Neighbors mingled over hot 
coffee and pastries, learned about the benefits of gardening for wildlife and started their own native plants from seeds. Beloved local arborist Jim Cortese spoke 
to the group about tree care and provided some interesting tidbits about our neighborhood trees. Did you know Deery Street has the most tree canopy in the 
neighborhood? Neighbors also got their hands dirty—planting 12 native pawpaw trees in the park. Not only will these trees add beauty to our park, they will also 
bear fruit and provide shelter for wildlife. The Woolly Bears thank everyone who joined us. Your support helps move us closer to becoming the  second 
community in Tennessee to be certified as a Community Wildlife Habitat by the National Wildlife Federation. Learn more at nwf.org/communitywildlifehabitat. 

Wish (or apply) and it shall be 
granted 

The Fourth & Gill Woolly Bears working 
with the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood 
Organization was awarded a 
Neighborhood grant from the City of 
Knoxville Neighborhoods Grant 
Program. 

We have some exciting neighborhood 
building projects funded from this 
grant for this year. The grant is 
structured to have people in the 
neighborhood come out and work on 
these projects together. This will make 
the neighborhood an even more 
beautiful place to live while giving 
neighbors the opportunity to put some 
sweat equity into the neighborhood 
while getting to know and working 
along-side other neighbors. 

Fourth & Gill Park Bulletin Board 
Structure 

Construction is well under way on the 
Fourth & Gill Park Bulletin board 
Structure. Keep your eyes on the list-
serve for opportunities to volunteer to 
help.  The Bulletin board will have 
space to post missing pet information 
and any other information about 
events, services, lost items or little 
poems that you might want to share 
with neighbors. It will also have 
information about the National Wildlife 
Certification of “Wildlife Habitat” that 
the Woolly Bears are working on 
gaining for the neighborhood. 

 

 

 

Crawl, skitter or fly your way to 

this show 

Have you noticed some exciting activity 

in your backyard or in the 

neighborhood this spring? Cool, we 

have, too. The Woolly Bears are putting 

together an exhibition of critter and 

plant photos taken by Fourth & Gill 

residents. All critters great or small, 

green or furry, flying or crawling, 

wriggling, hopping or skittering are 

eligible, as long as they live in the 

hood. It could be your favorite tree, a 

native perennial making its return, or a 

songbird bathing in the morning light. 

Whatever you’re into, we want to see 

it—as long as it's a non-human, living 

thing. Please print the photo(s) yourself 

(any size will do) and deliver them to 

the Birdhouse by July 29. The 

exhibition will be held on August 2 as 

part of First Friday.  

This is not a competition, just a chance 

to appreciate and share the beauty 

around us at this time of the year. We 

can’t wait to see what you see! For 

details contact: 

tezakjessica@gmail.com 

 

 

Parks and beautification update  

There will be another scavenger hunt 

soon—with prizes! 

 Mosquito season is upon us. Make 

sure your gutters are clean, garbage 

cans are closed, and look around your 

house and alley for any containers that 

can collect water. Mosquitoes don’t 

need much standing water to breed by 

the thousands. One tip is to drill holes 

in the bottom of your garbage cans to 

let water out.  

The Dogwood walking trail was a big 

hit. Thanks to Sue Russell and Melynda 

Whetsel to make it happen!  

The Summer Golden Shovel Award is 

coming up next month. As you walk 

around the neighborhood, look at all 

the beautiful gardens that your 

neighbors have created, keeping in 

mind who should be awarded the 

prestigious honor.  

Lastly, if there is any interest in forming 

a Gillbilly Garden Club, contact me at 

cokerg60@gmail.com.  There has been 

some interest already with regard to 

planting and maintenance tips as well 

as plant and bulb exchanges. 

Gordon, Parks and Beautification 

 

Invasive plant projects 

The Fourth & Gill Woolly Bears hosted 

an Invasive Species Scavenger Hunt on 

Saturday, May 4th to help spread 

awareness about certain plants that 

are wreaking havoc on many properties 

(and native plant neighbors) in our 

neighborhood. Woolly Bear member 

and invasive plant nerd Mia Wavrek 

guided Fourth & Gill residents on the 

scavenger hunt to teach neighbors 

basic plant identification skills, 

familiarize them with common invasive 

plant species of East Tennessee using a 

simple picture guide, and make a 

record log of our observations.   

Neighbors were also able to sign up to 

remove invasive plants from their yards 

and have them replaced with native 

plants! 

For more information on any other 

upcoming project, contact: 

woollybears@googlegroups.com. Or 

look for updates through Facebook, 

Instagram and Listserv posts. 
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All's Well on Caswell for the Hurricane Katrina Rose by Sue Russell 

 

 

Well, if you’re like me, you gave up hybrid tea roses 

long ago. Best to avoid that predictable slide down to 

an ugly mockery of what used to be a rose. But, still I 

dabble, knock-out roses and the like, and when I 

heard about “Peggy Martin”, I said yeah, I’m in. 

For you see, “Peggy” is a pretty remarkable rose and 

illustrative of the fact that even in the worst of times, 

something inspires, gives hope. “Peggy” was growing 

in New Orleans under the care of renowned Rosarian 

Peggy Martin.  “Peggy,” a prolific, pink, thorn-less 

rambler, survived after being under 20 feet of 

Hurricane Katrina’s salt water for two weeks.  Wow, 

that’s my kind of rose and I have a cutting on my 

arch, courtesy of the Antique Rose Emporium in 

Texas.  “Peggy” supposedly roots on the ground, so it 

could be I’ll have lots of little “Peggys” in the future.  

Stay tuned. 

 And, as a postscript, Rosarian Peggy Martin lost all of 

her roses in the storm and sadly, her parents too, 

who refused to evacuate.  Only one rose survived—

her soon-to-be namesake. And so did Peggy.  

For more see: 

https://www.southernliving.com/garden/flowers/ 

peggy-martin-rose

 

 

 

 

Photos by Jessica Tezak 

Top Photo Sue, Tilson and Peggy at 605 Caswell Avenue 

Fourth & Gill Woolly Bears Host 2nd Annual Tennessee Arbor Day Celebration 
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 We were fortunate to have 

numerous volunteers on the day of 

the event. The thankless job of 

setting up and tearing down was 

handled by John Jacobs and Carla 

Wyrick.  Guest check-in was staffed 

by Sean Martin, Chris Jerger, Jeff 

Johnson, Chris Griffin and Whitney 

Parson. Our trolley guides were 

Bess Connolly, Bob Whetsel, David 

Bocangel and Shannon Parks 

Denton. Man on the street Tim 

Parker was available at the traffic 

circle to guide walking tour-goers 

to their next destination.  

Homeowner volunteers are critical, 

and we had a host of them.  Rick 

and Sue Martin, Grace Novinger, 

Kaye Osborne, Mary Anne Hoskins, 

Melynda Whetsel, Missy Parker, 

Katy Hawley, Howard Cyr, Sara 

Johnson, Lisa Sorensen, Scott 

Schimmel, Deb Schuelke, Liz 

Upchurch, Denis Philips, Sue 

Russell, Dan and Susan Howett, 

Evan Tishuk and Meg Staton, Rhoni 

Speed and Caiden Bach-O'Donnell 

all stepped up to the plate.  In the 

evening, as the tour wound down, 

Carol Nickle delivered a much-

deserved evening meal to the 

homeowners. 

The Tour of Home accounts for 60% 

of the neighborhood’s annual 

income.  It is the lifeblood of the 

operating budget, helping to fund 

community outreach, maintenance 

of the Neighborhood Center, 

landscaping, administrative 

expenses, and social functions. 

This year also marked a record in 

terms of media coverage, with 

attention from WATE, WBIR and 

WVLT.  Sara Martin was the face of 

the tour on not one but three 

separate features for WATE. Sean 

Martin and Bob Whetsel were 

interviewed as well. We also 

received coverage from KNS and 

from our loyal supporter and Inside 

of Knoxville blogger, Urban Guy 

Alan Sims. 

A heartfelt thank you once again to 

our sponsors and to all those who 

opened their homes, volunteered, 

purchased tickets and helped out in 

different ways.  

Next year (April 29th) is the 30th 

anniversary and we expect it to be 

fantastic. 

JOIN THE CLUB 

 

The Fourth & Gill 

Neighborhood Organization 

is led by a Board of four 

officers and seven 

committee directors. The 

committees manage events 

and projects, and if you are 

interested in joining a 

committee - or committees! 

- contact us! 

 

Katy Hawley, President 

Katy.hawley@gmail.com 

Brent Waugh, Vice-President 

Brentwaugh@gmail.com 

Whitney Parson, Secretary, 

whitney.b.parson@gmail.com  

Joe Miles, Treasurer, 

joe_r_miles@yahoo.com 

Mike Holden, Social, 

mikeholden37917@yahoo.com 

Chris Griffin, Communications, 

griffinc@pilottravelcenters.com 

Bob Whetsel, External Relations, 

bobwhetsel@comcast.net 

Julian Warren, Neighborhood 

Center, julianw444@hotmail.com 

Gordon Coker, Parks & 

Beautification, 

cokerg60@gmail.com 

Mary Anne Hoskins, Welcome, 

mhoskins@utk.edu 

Dan Howett, Finance and Budget, 

dan.howett@yahoo.com 

Newsletter contributors:   

Melynda Whetsel, Mary Anne 

Hoskins, Sue Russell, Jessica Tezak, 

Nina Martyris, Chris Griffin,  Gerry 

Moll, Megan Waugh, Gordon Coker 

 

CONNECT WITH FOURTH & GILL! 

Our official Facebook page is Historic Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization 

at facebook.com/historicfourthandgill. 

We also have an Instagram 

Account! https://www.instagram.com/fourthandgill/ 

And don't forget the listserv! If you or a new neighbor would like to be added 

to the listserv, please have them email Chris Griffin 

(griffinc@pilottravelcenters.com ) or Nina Martyris (nmartyris@gmail.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

More gardening tips from Melynda 

Whetsel for year round plant interest 

Bright yellow daffodils shout spring 

and few things in your garden give 

you more pleasure with less trouble 

than daffodils. I think it’s obvious I 

love them and this is why!  Plant the 

bulbs in the fall, depth you plant 

depends on the size of the bulb: plant 

them 3 bulbs down –that is room for 

2 bulbs on top of the one you put in 

the ground. That bulb will create a 

clump of daffodils and eventually you 

will need to dig and separate and 

transplant. When the daffodils are 

just an inch or two out of the ground, 

fertilize them with a 5-10-5 by 

scattering the fertilizer like a light 

frost and again when they have 

finished blooming, this time work the 

fertilizer in the bulb bed a bit. It is 

possible to transplant daffodils in the 

spring.  

Allium is a showstopper, a bulb that 

offers both spring and summer 

flowers. Tall, showy flowers that are 

big globes of purple or white.  

My new favorite summer plant is the 

Dahlia!! These beautiful flowers 

bloom from June until frost and come 

in every color imaginable. You can 

purchase tubers or a potted plant—I 

prefer the tubers. I suggest Swan 

Island Dahlias www.dahlias.com and 

recommend you begin looking at their 

website now to select and be 

prepared to plant in early May. There 

is a debate on whether we in East 

Tennessee need to dig the tubers up 

at the end of the season or just mulch 

heavily for the winter. I’ve tried both 

and am still not sure which works 

best. 

NEW NEIGHBOR ALERT 

In the past several months, some new neighbors have made Historic Fourth & Gill 

their new home.  Here are several that the Welcome Committee has learned about.  

If you know of others who have recently arrived in the neighborhood, please 

contact the Welcome Committee Chair, Mary Anne Hoskins, at mhoskins@utk.edu. 

 
 

Dominique Oro is a new resident in 

Brownlow (#202).  She’s originally 

from California, but she moved to 

Knoxville about five years ago. She is a 

realtor for Slyman Real Estate (a local 

boutique firm). Neighbors will 

probably see her out walking her 

German Shepherd Rocko!  

Karly Harrison and Matt Wendahl 

(805 Deery) were thrilled to have the 

opportunity to move to Historic 

Fourth & Gill.  Matt, originally from 

Allentown, PA, is currently in 

residency at UT Medical Center, and 

Karly from St Louis is a dietitian at UT 

Medical Center.  Both Karly and Matt 

are new to Knoxville and are excited 

about exploring all the restaurants, 

breweries, and trails East Tennessee 

has to offer.  

Nina Howell moved from West 

Knoxville into Brownlow (#110) last 

summer. Nina has two daughters, 

ages 20 and 25. She runs a media 

buying company and a breast cancer 

non-profit called Breast Connect. Nina 

has lived in Knoxville for over 30 years 

and is excited to be part of the Fourth 

& Gill community!  She’s already 

made a huge contribution to the 

neighborhood by offering her condo 

as a stop on our recent Tour of 

Homes. 

. 

 

 

 

Nathan Bryant and Laura Painter (712 

Deery #2) moved to Knoxville from 

Johnson City in 2017 and to Fourth & 

Gill in October. Nathan is pursuing his 

PhD in chemical engineering at UT.  

Laura has a master's degree in Sports 

Management from East Tennessee 

State University and currently works in 

hiring and recruiting. You will see them 

walking around the neighborhood with 

their blue tick beagle, Molly.   

Jenny and Matt Mowrer recently 

moved from downtown Knoxville into 

928 Eleanor with their two children: 

Lottie Sue (11) and Rowdy (9).  Both of 

the kids attend Emerald Academy 

where Lottie Sue is an avid reader, and 

Rowdy is obsessed with science.  Jen 

runs her own marketing business, and 

Matt is a risk management consultant.  

With several friends already in Fourth 

& Gill, the Mowrers are excited to 

become a part of the community. 

Mark Sims moved into Brownlow lofts 

#210 in April of 2018. He moved to 

Knoxville from the panhandle of Florida 

to become the executive chef at Knox 

High Apartment Living (at the opposite 

end of 4th and Gill).  He has enjoyed 

getting to know Knoxville and being 

near his brother Alan (Urban Guy from 

insideofknoxville.com) and you may 

see him walking toward the Old City 

and Market Square with his boyfriend, 

Keith, who presently lives in 

Murfreesboro. 

UPCOMING EVENTS! 

 
 MAKE PLANS NOW TO ATTEND 

THE PORCH HOP!  JUNE 7, 2019 – 

6:30 P.M. 

 

The list of porches is being finalized 

and will be announced through our 

social media outlets and Listserv.  The 

collectible Fourth and Gill Pint glasses 

will be available at all locations and 

this year includes coupons from local 

businesses for only $12!  The value of 

the coupons more than pay for the 

glass itself!  Quantities are limited, 

don’t miss out! 

The neighborhood board 

meets the third Monday of 

each month unless otherwise 

posted at the Neighborhood 

Center at 6:30 p.m.  Neighbors 

are invited to attend.  If you 

have an item you would like 

added to the agenda, please 

contact any board member. 

_______________________ 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL IN THE 
PARK!   

JULY 12, 2019 - 7 P.M. 
In the event of rain, it will 

be held at the 
Neighborhood Center 

 

 

Photos capturing the beauty 

and fun of the annual Tour of 

Homes 

 

HOME RUN: A PERFECT 

STORM WITH NO RAIN 

Everything that could go right went 

right for the 2019 Historic Fourth & 

Gill Tour of Homes.  Strong sponsor 

support, brisk ticket sales, 

enthusiastic volunteers, and most 

important, a wonderful collection 

of beautiful homes, all combined 

for our best year ever (again!).  As 

of now, we have a projected profit 

of approximately $13,000.  The 

outstanding component being ad 

revenues not yet received.  Even in 

the unlikely event of not receiving 

payment, we are still projected to 

hit $11,400 in profit (also a record). 

Without homes, we would have no 

tour. Showcasing their incredible 

homes were Susan and Remy 

Hebert; Carol and Jim Hawley; 

Mark Sims; Nina Howell; Jamie 

Ballinger and Mike Holden; 

Gabrielle Boudreau and Gordon 

Coker; Julia Fells and Sebastian 

Fuerst; and Katie King.  These 

homes along with the Central 

United Methodist Church, St. 

John’s Lutheran Church and 

Knoxville High Independent Living, 

offered an outstanding array of 

architecture, landscape and 

design.   

Weather-wise, it was a perfect day. 

The tour guests took pictures of the 

yards in full bloom, bought 

lemonade from the stands on 

Luttrell, and pored over the 

historical biographies of the homes 

in the brochure, written by Fourth 

& Gill resident and local historian, 

Arin Streeter.  

For the first time, we had the 

Lutheran church on the tour. The 

docent told awed groups that the 

stunning stained-glass windows, 

which cost $235 a piece when they 

were installed 106 years ago, were 

now valued at a million dollars 

each. 

The event was enhanced by the 

presence of three local artists – 

Fourth & Gill resident Ashley Pace, 

former Fourth & Gill resident 

Heather Quinsey, and Darlene 

Hensley of Studios North on 

Luttrell.  Also featured was Brian 

White of Brian White’s Nursery. 

 

 

LA DOLCE VITA 

Yes, people took pictures of the 

Victorian and Craftsman houses 

and the yards ablaze with the 

colors of spring. But this quiet little 

blackboard in one home on the 

Home Tour turned out to be an 

unexpected magnet. It got a lot of 

laughs and a lot of clicks. For local 

color, the irises and azaleas have 

nothing on Fellini. 

 

  The 29th Annual Tour of Homes 

 


