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Hey Fourth and Ghouls,

WOW! October is going to be a blast!!! On the heels of the the 
Fourth and Gill Woolly Bear’s events, “If This Yard Could Talk” and the 
Neighborhood Dedication Ceremony, in celebration of everyone’s 
efforts to certify the neighborhood as a NWF Community Wildlife 
Habitat, we are happy to announce that Halloween is Happening! 

Although it will look a little different than past celebrations the 
Social Committee has planned some frightening fun activities 
where All Current Pandemic Safety Guidelines Will Be Maintained.

Festivities will get underway, October 24 - October 30, with a 
scavenger hunt. Gordon Coker, of parks and beautification fame, 
will send out a list of items to be discovered in neighbor’s Halloween 
displays. 

Next up, on Friday, October 30th, 5:00, at the Fourth & Gill Park, neighbors Kaye Osborne and 
Kimberly Lukacz invite neighborhood folks to join them for pumpkin carving and/or painting. 
There will be limited supplies available, provided by the Neighborhood Organization, so if you 
have carving tools, craft paints, etc. please bring those with you. 

Moving on, get that award winning chili recipe ready! As we’re recognizing the safety 
recommendation of “no food” at the neighborhood gathering, participants will have two 
opportunities to enter the cook-off. Deliver your chili samplings to Kay Newton’s porch, 1006 
Luttrell, by 7:00 on Friday, October 30th or if you prefer, deliver samplings by noon on Saturday, 
October 31st. An esteemed panel of 3 judges, known for their good taste in everything 
(Scott Schimmel, Missy Parker and yet tbd 3rd judge), will meticulously ponder the savory 
concoctions to decide the best, overall entry. 

And lastly, the Neighborhood Gathering, will be on Halloween, October 31st, from 3:30-4:30 in 
the afternoon. To allow for ample physical distancing space, the event location will be at the 
vacant lots at 815 and 819 Gratz, graciously offered for use by the Martin Family. Here will be 
determined the winners of the famous, coveted, haunted Historic Fourth and Gill Halloween 
Costume Contests. This 3 judge panel will consist of renowned fashionistas, Lisa Sorensen, Nina 
Reineri and a 3rd, yet tbd. If this fashion forward, trendsetting individual is you, please respond 
with a current headshot and short bio.

There will be awards given for the usual categories of Newborn-5yrs, 6yrs-12yrs, 13yrs-18yrs 
and 19yrs up. A new category is being added, open to all age groups, where prizes will be 
awarded to the costume best depicting “The Perils of 2020!!!”. For clarity, there will be two 
prizes awarded, Under 21 and 21+. All are eligible to enter. There will also be photo opportunities 
available to include a selfie machine provided by Bliss & Tori Mason Shoes and Bliss Home. A 
very appreciative shoutout to Scott Schimmel and Lisa Sorensen for this generous offer!

We will strive to wrap up the the festivities by 4:30 so neighbors may proceed with their 
own Halloween plans. It is our fondest wish, if participating in trick or treating, that all take 
precautions to remain safe and healthy. 

Cheers to a boo-tastic time for all!
Jeff with the Social Committe
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     In lieu of the Clean Up Day, we had the First 
Weeding Day in September where a dozen or so 
volunteers weeded and cleaned up the flower 
beds along Gill as well as the traffic circle. The 
weather was perfect and the beds look fantastic! 
It only took about an hour of work and of course, 
the traditional donuts were served and cawfee was 
BYOC. These events are always fun and a good way 
to meet new neighbors, become involved in the 
community, and of course gossip about the ones 
that weren’t there. 
     If you haven’t noticed, take a look at the new art 
displays in the mini art galleries, located on Luttrell 
near the traffic circle and in the park. Thanks to 
Brett Burdick for heading this up and maintaining 
the galleries. We are always looking for new art! If 
you have ideas, contact Brett at bburdick@yahoo.
com.

     Our 2020 Summer Edition of the Golden Shovel winners were Gabrielle Boudreau and 
Gordon Coker, 1000 Eleanor Street (I promise, the ballots were verified and there was no 
double voting). The Fall Edition winner was Kimberly and Steve Lukacz, 605 Caswell. The 
voting was very close both times and there were many excellent nominees. Congratulations 

     P&B reached out to Keep Knoxville Beautiful to see if 
replacement trees could be planted, since they have with worked 
with TDOT and the City of Knoxville in the past. However, the city 
would not be able to maintain the trees on the interstate side of 
the wall. They are, however, going to plant some evergreen plants 
on the neighborhood side along Eleanor near Wells, where most 
of the exposure occurs. Thank you, Kasey Krouse, the city’s urban 
forester, for your efforts. 
     
On another note, extracting The Shovel from the previous winner’s 
clutches was not a pretty sight...

- Gordon, Parks & Beautification

     The Woolly Bears and Parks and Beautification met with the city and TDOT a while back 
to create a urban meadow on the bank along Fourth Avenue. Things were rolling along 
until the pandemic hit. For now, a section of the bank was cordoned off to let native plants 
grow, especially milkweed, which is a preferred nectar for the monarch butterfly. The urban 
meadow project has been pushed back until next spring. A special thanks to the Woolly Bears, 
especially Gerry Moll, for having the vision and perseverance to get this project started.  
     Speaking of TDOT, I’m sure you’ve noticed the carnage on the interstate side of the wall. 
Parks and Beautification met with TDOT way back when to discuss getting rid of the kudzu 
that was encroaching the neighborhood from the interstate side. In the process, they 
discovered a retention pond which led to the wholesale cutting of trees and brush. Several 
phone calls and emails were made to TDOT in a vain effort to stop, or at least, reduce the 
clearcutting. They have seeded the area now. 



Photos from the 
2nd Annual Personal 

Picnic, hosted in a 
neighborhood vacant lot. 

Attendance had to be 
restricted, and, instead 
of a potluck,attendees 
brought their own food 
or had it delivered. The 
event was for collecting 

school supplies for 
Beaumont Academy 

and a photo exhibition. 
The exhibition featured 

wildlife and garden 
photography from 

neighborhood yards.

Thanks to everyone for participating!

Sunflower On EleanorArt on Eleanor

Everyone is looking for and in a lot of cases finding Covid-19 silver 
linings.  Historic Fourth and Gill Annual Tour of homes found several. 
The tour committee had already begun reaching out and securing 

sponsors for this year’s 30th Anniversary Tour. We had received 
payments from several supporters when the pandemic began to 
shut things down and force cancellations of events. In addition to 

offering refunds to ticket holders we also offered refunds to our tour 
sponsors who had already submitted payments.  We have received 

no requests for tour sponsor refunds even during this trying financial 
environment for some businesses.  Please consider patronizing these 

fine establishments that continued to support our neighborhood 
with no advertising exposure in our tour booklet.  

Broadway Carpets • Mortgage Investors Group – Jennifer Torgeson • 
North Knoxville Business & Professional Association • Sanders Pace 
Architecture – Ashley & Brandon Pace • Corner Lounge • Elder Law • 
Johnson Family of Restaurants – Kelly Johnson & Jonathan Wimmer

Congratulations to Jeff Johnson & Chris Griffin at 1026 Luttrell Street for winning
Best Decorated House in the July 4th Red ,White, & Blue Neighborhood Competition!



The Fourth & Gill Woolly Bears invite you to two events we think 
you’ll love:

If This Yard Could Talk:
Walking the neighborhood, you may have noticed colorful Certified 
Wildlife Habitat signs popping up in yards. The signs are the result 
of a community-wide effort led by the Fourth & Gill Woolly Bears 
for neighbors to certify their yards as wildlife habitats. The goal is 
simple: We want to replenish resources, particularly in urban areas, 
that sustain bees, butterflies, birds and amphibians. This started last 
Saturday, you can spot neighbors displaying posters depicting their 
journey to certify their yard as a NWF Wildlife Habitat. Similar to “If 
This House Could Talk,” there will be images and stories tracking 
their adventures - some might say sagas - to establish a flourishing 
wildlife habitat right here in 4th & Gill.

FOURTH & GILL SWAG
Go to https://fourth-and-gill-neighborhood-organization.

square.site/s/shop or click on the
Fourth & Gill Swag menu on our website.

Lots of goodies here!

Sunday, October 25, at 3 pm in Fourth & Gill Park we’ll celebrate our 
success in certifying our neighborhood as a Community Wildlife 
Habitat. Mayor Kincannon will kick off the event, after which there will 
be a neighborhood tour of wildlife certified yards.

Face masks and 6-foot distancing will be required and, to comply 
with city health guidelines, we can only accommodate 50 people. To 
reserve your spot, please email mail4marika@gmail.com indicating 
how many people will be in your party and whether you’re joining 
the ceremony, the tour, or both. We look forward to seeing you there!

This weeklong celebration will end in a Neighborhood Dedication Ceremony:

Jeff Receiving “A Proclomation” from Mayor Kinncaid
Jeff Johnson is a co-chair of the social committee for the Historic 4th & 
Gill Neighborhood Association and does so much for our neighborhood! 
Be sure to give him a high five next time you see him! Verbiage from the 
Proclomation:

WHEREAS: Jeff Johnson serves as co-chair of the Historic Fourth and Gill 
Neighborhood Association’s Social Committee; and

WHEREAS: Jeff works tirelessly to promote potlucks, porch hops, ice 
cream socials and ambitious endeavors like the Long Table Supper, held 
in conjunction with the Old North Knoxville neighborhood group, even 
finding additional financial support when his grand plans exceed the 
original budget; and 

WHEREAS: Jeff contributes extra style and panache to planned events and special occasions, 
creating a scavenger bunt to a neighborhood clean-up, inventing a springtime handmade bow 
exchange, and decorating the newly restored porch of the Neighborhood Center for its official 
unveiling; and 

WHEREAS: Jeff gladly meets the challenge of reaching neighbors who may not usually 
participate; each event gamers praise from neighbors for bis planning and execution, which 
increases participation, and through his efforts, membership of the Social Committee bas 
grown to 15 members; and

WHEREAS: With his enthusiasm, creativity and dedication, Jeff Johnson has increased 
participation in the Historic Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Association and brought joy to the 
experience of being a resident.


