
 
 

Fourth + Gill Neighborhood Organization 
Board Meeting Minutes 

May 18, 2020 |6:30-8:00pm 
 

§ Action Items summarized: 
o Joe will share the 2021 budget with the board by email.  
o Jules will reach out to Chris at the Birdhouse to: 

§ Find out what’s going on (late rent?) 
• Was a simple error; also had some financial stress due to tenants not 

paying/paying on time. 
§ Get their commitment to apply for grants - set a series of deadlines and ask for a 

commitment to adhere to it, e.g. Appalachian Community Fund deadline is end 
of May; FEMA deadline is imminent 

• They did apply for the Appalachian grant and a few others - will keep us 
updated on status. 

o Brent will reach out to KPD and check that Officer Wiesenberg is still our liaison; also 
take up current issues with him. 

§ Yes, Officer Wiesenberg is still our liaison; Brent texted with him a few times.  
o Chris will work with Jen on Idea of forming a Junior Board Club 

§ Put out the word, but didn’t receive responses; consider putting someone (a 
parent) in charge.  

o Keep Knoxville Beautiful Sign and Porch Donors plaque -- can someone hang these at 
the Birdhouse? 

§ Sign has been found; Katy & Gordon will look at where to put it.  
§ Donors plaque: Jules will find an indoors spot at the Birdhouse to place it. 

 
§ Members present:  Gordon Coker, Chris Griffin, Katy Hawley, Dan Howett, Joe Miles, Jules 

Warren, Brent Waugh, Mike Holden, Sam Crockett, Marika Suval 
§ Members absent: Jen Mowrer 
§ Guests: Courtney Durrett 

 
Call to order at: 6:36pm 
 

§ OFFICER REPORTS: 
o Approve April Board Meeting Minutes: Approved 

 
§ PRESIDENT (Katy Hawley) 

o Welcome attending guest: Courtney Durrett, who is running for Knox County 
Commission - 2nd District. Info at http://www.electcourtneydurrett.com/ 

§ Note that the election is on the first Thursday of August.  
o 3RD Ave Lot Stement Review. Background and previous meeting notes here.  

§ Proposal: Katy to send out note below, with one agreed-upon edit (suggested 
by Mike). Seconded, approved. 

§ The Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization is in full support of the action taken 
by the Board of Zoning Appeals at their April 20thmeeting and request that the 



City Council deny the current appeal of that decision. We strongly believe this is 
in the best interest of our community based on the details outlined in the joint 
message to the Board of Zoning Appeals and the Historic Zoning Commission on 
April 15th of this year which you will find in your council package. 

 
§ VICE-PRESIDENT (Sam Crockett) 

o None: Open to assist others 
 

§ TREASURER (Joe Miles) 
o Account balances: 

§ Main Checking Account: $24,053.82 
§ Neighborhood Center Maintenance Account: $6,600.42 
§ PayPal Account: Unaccounted for income from last year ($215.07) 

• Katy suggests liaising with the social comm members to figure this out. Joe 
will add it to the bank account as uncategorized income.  

• Joe will work to set up Venmo or Paypal to be able to pay board 
accounts electronically. 

§ No Birdhouse rent payment was made this month (usually automatic deposit 
around the 2nd or 3rd of each month) 

§ KH: We need to look ahead to 2021, considering the possibility that we won’t be 
able to hold the home tour and what we’d need to bring in to cover all 
envisioned expenses.  

• Joe will share the 2021 budget with the board by email.  
§  

§ SECRETARY (Marika Suval) 
o If you haven’t yet, please update your contact info in this doc: Board Members with 

Contact Details-2020 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
§ FINANCE (Dan Howett) 

o Birdhouse Financials: revisit in this meeting 
§ If we started right now to gather sufficient revenue to cover annual 

maintenance plus required upgrades, it’ll amount to around $15,000. 
§ What if for 2020/2021 we considered $850 pm rent, amounting to $10,200 in 

revenue; could increase to $18,000 (see ledger). 
§ KH: We’d been making progress with the Birdhouse, but they are currently not 

paying rent. On other hand, they are providing services. We’d like to connect 
them with grants 

§ Brent: while there have been concerns with leadership, right now is a tough time 
for non-profits and also for individuals. We should bear this in mind in our decision 
making.  

§ Mike: We also need to consider that things are getting a bit critical; we’re not 
getting rent in.  

§ Joe: agrees with Brent. 
§ Jules: has been in touch with Chris regularly; he did not bring up any rent issues. 

Jules will reach out to Chris directly after this meeting to find out what’s going on. 
§ Gordon: The AC will go out very soon (likely around $5,000 cost); we can take it 

out of our funds, but there’s no guarantee that we’ll get it back. If we run into 
trouble, we’ll have no option but to sell the building. Would consider month-to-
month lease.  

§ Brent: It would not be easy right now to fill that building with new tenants; by 
helping them, we’re also helping ourselves. 

§ Gordon: one option is to sell the building 
§ Katy: if we got into a serious situation, we could draw on the defense fund to 

cover expenses while we sold the house. We had envisioned informing them in 



June about the proposed increase; maybe we can extend that and try to 
connect them with grants in the meantime.  

§ Gordon is in favor of extending this to the end of summer.  
§ Joe: proposes we discuss this with the neighborhood; there might be ppl who are 

invested in saving the building in ways we don’t know and have creative ideas.  
§ Immediate action: connect with Chris and find out what’s going on and get their 

commitment to apply for grants - set a series of deadlines and ask for a 
commitment to adhere to it, e.g. Appalachian Community Fund deadline is end 
of May. 
 

§ CODES (Brent Waugh)   
o Crafty Bastard Brewery + Events 
o Keep Knoxville Beautiful Sign and Porch Donors plaque -- can someone hang these at 

the Birdhouse? 
o Grants for Birdhouse/FEMA 

§ Appalachian Grant is due May 31 (see section directly above) 
§ FEMA grants are due imminently - have to be actioned soon. 

o Note: I shared Zoom information with Officer Wiesenberg -- please let me know if you 
have issues you’d like me to share with him.  

§ Brent will reach out to KPD and check that he’s still our liaison; also take up any 
current issues with him (condoms and needles in the area across from Brent’s 
house, etc.) 
 

§ PARKS AND BEAUTIFICATION (Gordon Coker) 
o Golden shovel coming in June 

§ Cost is significant. 
o The meadow project has been postponed until 2021 
o City Council meeting coming June 2 on the alley variance 

 
§ COMMUNICATIONS (Jen Mowrer) 

o Action item from last month (Jen):  Please change the current website image that says 
“home tour postponed.” - DONE, stole some Instagram photos and made a little 
collage.  

o Sent out the Junior Board info but there has not been a lot of interest (I signed up my 
daughter but no else has signed up) 
 

§ TOUR OF HOME (Chris Griffin) 
o The Wooden Spoon Food Truck and any other Food Truck requests.   

§ My idea for The Wooden Spoon to do pickup only was not feasible as their 
products are made to order and need to be consumed rather quickly 
afterward.  Would like to formulate a plan going forward for these requests since 
it would appear we will be moving to phase 2 reopening (barring any new 
setbacks). 

§ Katy: The best thing we can do is to put individual vendors in touch with the 
neighborhood listserv and let them take it from there.  

o Tour of Homes -  
§ Discuss alternatives to the actual tour this year.  I am not sure if it would be a 

viable option, but one idea I have is a virtual tour.  I do not see how we could 
charge viewers to watch it with much success.  However I thought it might be a 
way to generate some revenue with advertising with each featured home.  We 
budgeted $5.5K for the home tour.  Without the expenses maybe the ad 
sponsorships would at least generate some revenue.  Open to any other ideas 
and/or fundraising opportunities. 

§ Brent: we could offer both virtual and in-person versions (like “If This House Could 
Talk” example.) 



§ Katy: suggest professional GoPro-style video… would have to be done very 
professionally.  We need to first figure out how much money we need to make 
next year and then kick it to the Home Tour committee.  

§ Chris: if we make a neighborhood walk-about, let’s provide a template so it’s all 
more uniform.  

o Idea of forming a junior board club - Chris will work with Jen on developing this.  

 
§ NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER (Jules Warren) 

o New Neighborhood Center Liaison - Jules is leaving. Sam agreed to take over.  
o Brent mentioned past grant that may be useful. Will talk offline with Sam. 

 
§ SOCIAL (Mike Holden) (Jeff Johnson, co-chair) 

o JUNE: Porch Hop - How it could work. Request to reschedule from Saturday, May 30 to 
Saturday, June 13. Request to add a 5th host location to help control crowd size at any 
participating location. Observe all physical distancing in accordance with phase 2 of 
the City’s reopening guidelines. We could also suggest that hosts offer canned/bottled 
beverages but if using keg, have only 1 person filling cups while utilizing appropriate 
PPE. 

§ Moving it to June 13 has been denied. Suggest moving it to the fall. Bear in mind 
that if people prefer to keep social distancing, that may still be the case in the 
fall (as a vaccine is unlikely to be ready by then).  

o JULY: Ice Cream Social, request to postpone from Saturday, July 11 to and combine 
with the August school drive potluck, on Sunday, August 9. Approved. Start planning 
the event, contingent upon what’s happening at that time.  

§ For a July event, we could encourage the neighborhood to participate in the 
July 4th activity being promoted by the Knoxville City, Office of Neighborhoods. 
Following explanation copied from the OON’s newsletter.  

§ City Invites Neighborhoods to Participate in Fourth of July Celebration. This year’s 
Fourth of July Celebration may look a little different than previous years. 
However, with your help, it can be the most fun interactive year yet, despite 
social distancing! Due to COVID-19 related challenges, the City has decided to 
forgo Knoxville’s traditional Festival of the Fourth Celebration this year. Still, to 
maintain Knoxville’s title as one of the most patriotic cities in the Southeast, the 
City of Knoxville’s Special Events Office, in partnership with the Office of 
Neighborhoods, is planning a fun, city- wide, neighborhood-focused event in its 
stead. This year’s “Knoxville’s Neighborhood Trails of Red, White, and Blue,” invites 
neighbors to decorate their houses, porches, lawns, mailboxes, driveways, and 
maybe even family members, in patriotic colors for all to enjoy. Each 
participating neighborhood will be put on a map for city residents to drive, bike, 
walk, and follow the “trail of red, white, and blue.” Like the Dogwood Trail, a blue 
arrow will be painted through participating neighborhood’s main streets, from 
Friday, July 3 through Sunday, July 5, highlighting different parts of the city. On 
Saturday, July 4, judges and a caravan parade will drive through participating 
neighborhoods from 1-4 p.m., spreading more patriotic spirit and looking for the 
most well-decorated neighborhood. Participating neighborhoods will be judged 
on the following categories: Best decorated neighborhood. Neighborhood with 
the best overall patriotic spirit. Best decorated object (mailbox, window, stoop, 
etc.) Is your neighborhood interested in being a part of the celebration? To be 
listed on “Knoxville’s Neighborhood Trails of Red, White, and Blue,” contact Eden 
Slater at eslater@knoxvilletn.gov by June 10, with the following information: 
neighborhood name, contact name and number, and one or two main streets 
on which your neighborhood plans to participate. Participating neighborhood’s 
will be included on the painted trail, on the map, and provided signage at the 
street entrances. More information will be posted soon on Special Event’s 
website. Join in the fun and show your neighborhood’s patriotic spirit! 



 
o AUGUST: School Drive Potluck, Sunday, August 9. Add the Ice Cream Social aspect to 

this event. The Fourth and Gill Woolly Bears have requested to add their “super cool” 
photo exhibit (held at the Neighborhood Center last year) to this event as well. The 
restructuring of the potluck may help with the Social Committee’s efforts to achieve 
more neighborhood participation. 

 
§ WELCOME COMMITTEE (Mike Holden) 

o Still unsure how to effectively contact all new neighbors. Board members to keep an 
eye out. Mike reminded everyone that they placed an ad in the newsletter.  

 
 

Meeting adjourned at: 7:53 pm.  
 
 


