
Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Board 

Board Meeting Minutes: December 14, 2020 
 
 
Members present: Gordon Coker, Jeff Johnson, Chris Griffin, Jeff Johnson, Brent Waugh, Sam 
Crockett, Dan Howell, Mike Holden, Jen Mowrer, Joe Miles, Marika Suval 
 
Members absent: none 
 
Call to order at: 6:32 
 
Guests: Bess Connally (efconnally@gmail.com)- discussion regarding pet memorial paver 
project 

• How about we do something to memorialize our departed pets? For example, bricks, or 
a wall with a brass plate (Gordon), or living thing (plant, tree). 

• Having it in the future dog park makes sense, although we’re uncertain if that will 
happen. 

• There’s also a suggestion to make it part of a fundraiser. 
• Public v. private land? The city may not want to do it as it’s another thing to manage.  
• Consider questions of maintenance and longevity. 
• If we raised more money than needed to support it, we could fund other dog/pet-

related things (doggie bags, poop patrol, )  
• A committee will work on this: Bess, Brent (fundraising), Chris, Gordon (willing to 

serve as liaison to the board while he’s on the board).  
 

Approve May Board Meeting Minutes:  Moved (Chris), seconded (Jen), approved. 
 
Review Action Items from last meeting: Yes 
 

OFFICER REPORTS: 
 

1. President (Sam Crockett) 
a. (none) 

 
2. Vice-President  

a. N/A 
 

3. Treasurer (Joe Miles) 
a. Account balances: 

i. Main Checking Account: $21,855.59 
ii. Neighborhood Center Maintenance Account: $7,081.97 



b. 2020 Financial Statement and 2021 Proposed Budget (see document) 
 

4. Secretary (Marika Suval) 
a. Nominees for 2021 board:  

i. Celia Lawren - nominated by Melynda Whetsel 
ii. Kimberly Lukacz - nominated by Melynda 
iii. Steve Lukacz  - nominated by Dan 
iv. Melynda Whetsel - nominated by Gordon; approached by Marika 

v. Lacy Wiesehuegel  - nominated by Brent  
vi. Gabrielle Boudreau - nominated by Meg Staton 
vii. Todd Wakefield - nominated by Jeff 
viii. Sherley Cruz - nominated by Jeff 
ix. Amy Boling - nominated by Bob Whetsel 
x. Eldora Fitzsimmons (1031 Eleanor St.) - nominated by Carol Nickle 
xi. Others?  

 
b. Next steps:  

i. Call February neighborhood meeting at which new members will be 
formally nominated and voted on. Board to decide what format this will 
take. (According to the bylaws, we have to provide 10-day notice and 
need to have 25 members (i.e. neighbor residents) present. 

ii. Jeff received a message from Tricia Roelof offering the space behind 
their house for any social events. Might this be a suitable space for the 
annual meeting, bonfire style? 

iii. Decision: We will hold our regular February meeting and have it also 
serve as the Annual Meeting. We will invite the neighborhood; before 
then, we will introduce all the nominees to the neighborhood by email; 
we will offer an opportunity for neighbors to vote, either in person or 
virtually through a Qualtrics survey at the meeting. 

1. Smaller group will work on details: Jen, Sam, Joe, Marika. Will 
run messages, etc. by the board. 

iv. Marika: Marika will send out another Call for Nominees soon - include 
that, due to the pandemic, we would like the nomination process to be 
complete by the end of January. Add a small explanation about 'what 
constitutes a valid member of the neighborhood organization', along 
with basic info about the nomination process and how neighbors can be 
involved either on or off the board (e.g. attend monthly meetings, serve 
on committees, etc.)?  

v. Jen will create a flyer to announce this to the neighborhood (to include 
people who may not be online) 

c. Meeting minutes upload to website: 
i. Update: meeting minutes have been formatted and uploaded to the 

website (thanks to everyone who helped!) 
ii. Jen will add December when it’s been approved. 

 
5. Traffic calming: Working group idea (table to next meeting) 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

 
6. Codes  (Brent Waugh)   



a. (none) 
 
7. Parks and Beautification (Gordon Coker) 

a. Golden shovel 
b. Alley lots 

 
8. Communications (Jen Mowrer) 

a. Thank you gift to Katy Hawley? 
i. Yes, I have it ready and have a card I need to give someone to write her 

a love letter, I’m sorta new and don’t know all of the awesome things 
Katy’s done for the hood. 

1. Jeff and Chris, can I drop this off to you? 
2. I do need some of the 4th & Gill products to put in the bag. 

ii. Katy has her gift! 
b. Currently, Maspect (sam@maspect.com) manages and pays for the domain 

registrations for the neighborhood. I’d like to get rid of the cover page (see 
below) we have on there and have all of the domains we own go to the main 
website. 

i. Sam is working on changing the DNS servers 
c. Posting photos of Gill the Gnome when they come in 
d. Posting anything fun that comes in on the listserv 
e. I formatted all of the board meeting minutes and posted them on our website 
f. Will post about Golden Shovel 

i. When are nominations due? Will get this out tomorrow.  
g. Will post about ONK food fundraiser  

i. I know this went out on the listserv but I totally dropped the ball on 
sharing via social media.  

h. Will post photos of the tree lighting 
i. I have a little recap of the holidays to post in a day or two - Gill and the 

Tree lighting 
 

9. Tour of Homes (Chris Griffin) (Sean Martin and Jeff Johnson, co chairs) 
a. Not anticipating for Spring unless a major reversal with Covid.  Will look at 

possible Fall dates after the first of the year and will begin to confirm last 
year’s participants if able to execute this year. 

b. Update on discussion for Dog Park with City of Knoxville Sheryl Ely. 
c. An idea for the Tour of Homes 2021, scheduled for October to include a 

Halloween theme. We could encourage, help host homes to “super” decorate 
for Halloween, ask volunteers to wear costumes, etc. 

 
10. Neighborhood Center (Sam Crockett) 

a. Any update?   
i. There has been a delay in collecting and paying rent, partly due to 

payment system and partly due to pandemic-related economic situation 
ii. Last rent was July; Chris was only made aware of it in Sept. They were 

in a strong situation in Feb, then the pandemic hit. 
iii. Renters have been paying marginal rent. They’re hoping to rent space 

out to smaller groups, but are currently reluctant to have traffic in the 
building due to the pandemic.  



iv. They hope to have a meeting with all tenants next month: hope to lay 
down ground rules i.t.o. rules, rent, etc. 

v. They are currently able to pay the monthly utilities: KUB (bills have 
been higher, so they’re currently just making it.  

vi. They hope to start paying rent soon and get fully caught up with rent 
payments by April.  

vii. Chris will ask Lisa (Treasurer) for an update on financial situation and 
commitment re. rent payments.  Chris will update the board (Sam) 

 
b. Who’s actually working there?   

i. Good Guy Collective (Darius & Joe) in front room 
ii. McHarison in corner 
iii. Wozo Radio in the big, center room 
iv. Amelia Parker in the other large room (using it mainly for storage); Jack 

is a person who is apparently working for her and often there. Chris will 
get clarification on Jack’s position and what exactly he’s doing, to be 
sure he’s not doing political organizing.  

v. Gordon: Please bear in mind that any kind of political activism could put 
the Board at odds with neighbors. It’s against the Board’s rules.  

vi. Brent: we recommend they consult a lawyer to be sure they comply 
with guidelines 

vii. Chris: he was always just intended to be the steward; that changed with 
the pandemic.  

viii. Hopes that previous conversations around initiatives like porch stories 
and fundraising will materialize.  

c. Any repair issues that we know of?  (Dan H is asking.) 
 

11. Social (Mike Holden) (Jeff Johnson, co chair) 
a. The Social Committee has no other events planned for 2020. 
b. We ask that our 2021 budget remain the same as 2020. 

 
12. Welcome Committee (Jamie Ballinger) 

a. Jamie welcomed two neighbors in Brownlow just after Thanksgiving. 
b. She’ll plan to ask for the names of new neighbors in January. 

 
13. Meeting adjourned at: 7:55 

 
 
Completed Action Items:  

1. Annual Meeting: A smaller group will work on details of the February Annual meeting: 
Jen, Sam, Joe, Marika. Will run messages, etc. by the board. 

a. Marika: send out another Call for Nominees soon - include that, due to the 
pandemic, we would like the nomination process to be complete by the end of 
January. 

b. Add a small explanation about 'what constitutes a valid member of the 
neighborhood organization', along with basic info about the nomination process 
and how neighbors can be involved either on or off the board (e.g. attend 
monthly meetings, serve on committees, etc.)?  

c. Jen will create a flyer to announce this to the neighborhood (to include people 
who may not be online) 



2. Birdhouse: Chris will ask Lisa (Treasurer) for an update on financial situation and 
commitment re. rent payments.   

a. Chris will get clarification on Jack’s position and what exactly he’s doing, to be 
sure he’s not doing political organizing. Chris will update the board (via Sam 

3. Pet Memorial initiative: (ongoing) 
a. A committee will work on this: Bess, Brent (fundraising), Chris, Gordon (willing 

to serve as liaison to the board while he’s on the board).  
 


