
Facebook
@historicfourthandgill

Instagram
@fourthandgill

Twitter
@fourthgill

If you or a new neighbor 
would like to be added to 

the listserv, email 
Nina Martyris at

nmartyris@gmail.com or 
Jen Mowrer at

jen@mowrerpower.com

The Historic Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization is excited to 
potentially hold our 32nd Anniversary Tour of Homes in 2022. The proceeds 
from this tour funds approximately 70% of our historic neighborhood’s 
annual budget including Parks and Beautification, Communications, Social 
and Charitable contributions committees. 

As a 501(c)3 nonprofit, the Neighborhood Organization couldn’t achieve 
this major fundraiser without the support of our local businesses and 
organizations. We ask for your generous sponsorship of this event. 

As we all know, the last two years have caused a lot of upheaval, and we 
had to cancel our 2020 and 2021 home tours. We are currently optimistic 
about a 2022 Tour of Homes and are closely monitoring the course of 
the pandemic in our local community before making a final decision in 
February to move forward. 

Because of the uncertainty, we are soliciting only “pledges” of sponsorship. 
Should we determine that it is responsible to hold the event, invoices will 
be sent at that time.

As a sponsor, you’ll have an ad in our guidebook of historic homes. You will 
also receive promotion on our social media platforms and in our community 
newsletters distributed throughout our neighborhood and published on our 
website. 

As an enhancement for our 32nd Anniversary Tour, we will offer a VIP 
brunch which will also include the scheduled tour. Sponsorships of 
the brunch will include all aforementioned advertising, plus additional 
promotion and recognition during the brunch.

Prices for the Guide Booklet Ads and Brunch Sponsorship are as follows:
• 2” x 2”... $100.00 
• 2” x 4”... $200.00
• 4” x 4”... $400.00 (half page) 
• 4” x 8”... $800.00 (full page)
• 4” x 8” with the opportunity to set-up a water station to further 

promote your organization...$1,000.00 
• 4” x 8” with full “at brunch” promotion, includes 2 brunch 

tickets...$1000.00

Thank you for your consideration and for your support of our neighborhood. 
Many of you have supported us throughout the years and we are ever 
grateful.

Historic Fourth & Gill Tour of Homes Committee | 4G.HomeTours@gmail.com

Pets prove to be the 
pandemic’s cute, furry 

growth area in the 
neighborhood...we 
asked neighbors to 

send in photos
of any new furry family 

members.
 Welcome to the 

4th&Gill neighborhood!
If you don’t see your 
furry friend please 

know we have more to 
share next time!

Basha - The King and
 Maxi on EleanorPeach

4TH & GILL WINTER NEWLETTER: ISSUE 10

Luna is the tri-color bigger beagle and Molly is the 
smaller blue tick - mom and dad are Laura & Nathan!

Lucy
Johnson - 
Wimmer Dolly Parton & Johnny CashAuggie on 

Eleanor Gus, helping out at work

The 4th & Gill neighborhood has worked for many years 
to map the trees in their neighborhood with the goal of 

becoming a registered arboretum.  If you would like more 
information, visit this page. If you are interested in visiting 

one of the many arboretums in the Knoxville area.
4th and Gill Tree Map

https://bit.ly/4thandGillTreeMap



Let’s all give a BIG THANK YOU 
to Susan and Rémy! Rémy 
gave Susan a Christmas gift of 
a Little Library for Children that 
he hand-made and placed in 
their yard at 1109 Eleanor St. Their 
intent is not to overshadow the 
additional little library we know 
the neighborhood is planning to 
install, but rather to enhance the 
offerings of books for children. 
They plan to ensure the library 
always remains stocked, so, please 
feel free to bring your children by 
to pick out a new book or add to 
the book collection. 

Food, fun, fellowship and festive decor ruled the 
Holiday open house party! Thanks to our hosts 
Celia, Dan and Susan and Dona. Your homes 

were beautiful and your food amazing. Pictures 
cannot capture the enjoyment but it’s pretty 

safe to say a good time was had by all!

Fourth Ave.  Woodland & Meadow Restoration Project 

Did you see the abundant, diverse selection of flowers blooming along Fourth Ave. this past fall?! Our 
largest natural, “wilderness” area in the Fourth & Gill neighborhood is the acre of woods and meadow 
between the expressway and Fourth Ave. Under the direction of the Fourth & Gill Woolly Bears this largely 
neglected area has been identified as a great asset for restoring ecological health to our neighborhood. 

The Woolly Bears have partnered with the Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization, the City of Knoxville, 
the Native Plant Rescue Squad (NPRS) and the University of Tennessee on this long-term restoration 
project.  Both the ½ acre wooded area and ½ acre meadow areas along Fourth Avenue adjacent to the 
Fourth & Gill Park are part of this restoration process. The first step in the restoration plan is an invasive 
plant eradication process. Which is ongoing. This past fall Associate Professor Charles Kwit along with UT 
forestry students, students from Professor Mike McKinney’s Ecological Restoration class, volunteers from 
the neighborhood and the NPRS, marked & removed hundreds of invasive trees from the woodland, and 
invasive non-native plants from the meadow area. Neighbors also pitched in to clean-up “invasive” trash in 
this area. The meadow was seeded this past spring with a carefully selected native seed mix with 16 species 
of native plants to fill in the hillside with an abundant diversity of flowers to be enjoyed by birds, bees, 
butterflies and humans alike. There will be opportunities to volunteer to help maintain this restoration area 
moving forward. Please contact: the Woolly Bears: woollybears@googlegroups.com.

Besides creating a beautiful, healthy woodland and meadow, it is our intention, that this project will act as 
a demonstration to inspire other neighborhoods to collaborate with the city on restoration projects in the 
future. For more information about the project and how you can help.

A sunrise shot by Bill Murrah 

KNOXVILLE MARATHON! 
Our neighbor and 

Marathon runner Phillip 
Nichols (617 Deery St) is 
pictured here in front of 
dear friend’ house near 
corner of Deery St & 3th 

Ave around mile 16.

Bruno

Kaya Steen

Saint Martins Day 
Several families celebrated the Saint 
Martin’s Day by visiting a few homes, 
with a song from a group of toddlers 

carrying thier crafter lanterns! 
For a little background: Saint Martin is 

the equivalent to Halloween in Germany 
(without costumes) and it is always 

celebrated on November 11th. I think it 
originates from the Catholics but it is 

celebrated no matter if you are religious 
or not. The goal for the kids is to learn the 
aspect of sharing. It was very VERY cute.



The Summer Edition of the 2021 Golden 
Shovel Award goes to...Gerry and Graciela 816 
Gratz! It was a very close race, folks, and we 
had a record 14 nominees. Ironically, what 

goes around, comes around. Gerry started the 
Golden Shovel Award six years ago as well as 

designed and created the Golden Shovel itself. 
Go by and check out the veritable plethora of 
native floral abundance in front their house. 
Congratulations Gerry and Graciela! Here is 
a photo of the happy winners, as well as an 
inspection by Caterpillar, the lovely calico. 
I also included the list of nominees, in no 

particular order. Thanks to all you neighbors 
who took the time to vote. Beauty in the 

neighborhood abounds….

The 2021 Holiday Edition of the Golden Shovel Award 
goes to Emily and Michael (with Gus) at 814 Luttrell, a.k.a. 

Candy Cane Lane! They made the sign, quality work!

GRILL OF VICTORY! Our very own, Jonathan Wiesehuegel (625 Luttrell St), competed 
on Food Network’s “Grill of Victory” where other back-yard grillers competed against 
one another in a grill-off! Jonathan was actually nominated and informed of the show 
by another neighbor, Brent Waugh, who knew Jonathan had a chance to win it all! 
Contestants were asked to cook 3 plates for the judges in a series of 3 rounds, all of 
which had a theme. The first task was to re-create a fast food item, but with their own 
twist. Jonathan made Taco Bell’s Crunch Wrap Supreme for the judges and got raving 
reviews! The second category was based around “Cheap Meats” so he smoked bologna 
and made sliders which had the Not-So-East TN judges in awe! The third and final 

Wrangler
Sorensen - 
Schimmel

George lives with Katie & Barry (and 
the indoor cats) on LuttrelBuddy on Luttrell

round was based on a “Date Night” meal & Jonathan 
grilled a beautiful filet of fish with potatoes and a peach 
salad, one of his and his wife’s favorites. The winner

Congratulations to Nina at 610 Caswell for winning the Golden Shovel this 
September! Well done, Nina! Nina had the foresight to have taken a “before” 
photo. It’s always nice to see how one’s efforts paid off.

A Q&A with Lauren Rider about the Dog Park (thank you Brent Waugh):
1) What is the status of the Fourth & Gill Dog Park? 
The City of Knoxville was awarded approximately $50K for the development of a dog park in the Fourth and Gill 
neighborhood.  We are still searching for a location to place the dog park that is on publicly owned property.  There is a 
possible site and we hope to have something finalized in order to present to the neighborhood. There may also need to 
be some outreach to properties that are located near any proposed site.  If you know of additional properties that we can 
consider and/or property owners that are willing to donate to the city, please provide the information to your community 
leader.  
2) Is there a time limit on the donation? (AKA, if not built by a certain deadline, do we lose the funds.) The agreement 
requires that we build the dog parks or have substantial completion within 2 years.  The agreement was signed and 
executed in May 2021.  If the dog parks are not developed  the funding must be donated to an animal shelter, animal 
welfare, animal rescue or animal advocacy group.  
3) What options have been presented in re: to locations that seem viable? We have received  suggestions for property 
near First Creek Park (issues with floodplain, neighbors want area for open space), the TDOT property near Fourth and Gill 
Park (agreement timeframe issues)  and are working on a possible location near Love Towers (waiting on approvals).  We 
hope to have something finalized to provide the community soon. 
4) What are the criteria for the location of the dog park?  The Boyd Foundation agreement requires that the property be 
owned by the City of Knoxville. We have asked if we can work with other public entities and are waiting to hear back from 
the Foundation.  We continue to stay in contact with the Boyd Foundation as properties are considered in neighborhoods.  
The dog park is considered  a neighborhood dog park therefore the design will be smaller than current dog parks in the city. 
We continue to work with our storm water engineers as most of the vacant city properties appear to be in the floodplain. 
5) Who should neighbors contact if they have questions? Chris Griffin - govols37917@gmail.com

The winner was announced and Jonathan began dreaming of the grand prize which 
was an Outdoor Kitchen remodel, here in our own Fourth and Gill! The network began 
construction pretty quickly and the grand reveal was filmed live from their back 
yard and aired on the Food Network this past May! If you walk down the alley of the 
600 block of Luttrell you will be able to see the gorgeous outdoor kitchen and you 
might even catch Jonathan back there grilling something up for friends and family. 
Congratulations Jonathan and Lacy!



We are fortunate to have 8 impressive nominees for the 3 vacancies on the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood 
Organization Board. Nominees are running for a 3-year term on the Board. Attached are their bios and 
photos to help you cast your votes in the upcoming Neighborhood Annual meeting (details below). 
Per our By-Laws, anyone registering at the annual meeting qualifies as a voting member. Because of concerns 
with Covid in our community, we are not holding the usual potluck or community gathering. Rather we are 
expanding the time when you can quickly walk in, register, and vote.  We ask that everyone wear a mask when 
entering.

When: Tuesday, February 15th & Time: Anytime between 3:00pm and 7:00pm
Where: Back of the Central United Methodist Church (we’ll be set up in the foyer)

Meet Dan Howett: 
Susan and I moved to 4th & Gill in 2018 and continue to fall in love with the neighborhood and downtown 
Knoxville. I’m finishing my first three-year term on the neighborhood board, and hope that fellow neighbors 
allow me to build on that experience and serve another term. To me, the neighborhood board has three main 
functions: 1. The first is building a sense of community within 4th & Gill by organizing events which bring both 
old and new neighbors together. 2. The second is promoting 4th & Gill within the greater Knoxville area and 
engaging city leaders on matters which impact the neighborhood. The third is  being a responsible steward of 
the neighborhood’s resources, both now and in the  future. I would appreciate your vote on February 15 at the 
neighborhood meeting. 
Meet Christopher Ivey: 
I am a Knoxville native. Last year, my wife and I were fortunate enough to move into the Fourth & Gill 
neighborhood. It had been a long-time dream of mine to move into this community. Nowhere else in Knoxville 
possesses the same character and charm as Fourth & Gill. Only a  handful of communities across the country 
combine a cohesive collection of historic homes with walkability to a downtown core.  I want to help preserve the 
neighborhood’s unmistakable personality. Professionally, I  am a corporate attorney specializing in the insurance 
industry. I can bring my skills and  knowledge to help serve the board. 
Meet Julie Braude:
Julie  has lived in Fourth and Gill since 2013. Julie and her husband Adam, have two daughters, Evie, a 10th grader, 
and Millie, a 7th grader. The family moved out in 2014 after their house caught fire during a renovation, but 
returned to F&G the following year, and participated in the Home Tour that spring. As a self-employed graphic 
designer, Julie can often be found at home, with her canine worker, Moose. Upcoming design projects include 
the program book for the 2022 Big  Ears Festival, and an art catalog for the Nasher Museum at Duke University.  
Past volunteer service includes KITA (Knoxville Immigrant Transportation Assistance),  H.A.B.I.T. Ruff Reader 
program with Moose at Beaumont Magnet Elementary, and  Temple Beth El Board of Directors. She is currently 
serving on the Executive Committee for Webb School’s fundraiser, Art Xtravaganza. 
Meet Eldora Fitzsimmons: 
Eldora Fitzsimmons’s connection with our neighborhood spans a remarkable four decades and three 
generations.  She moved into 1031 Eleanor St in 1983; her children have lived in the neighborhood co-op housing; 
and her grandkids, too,  and were raised here. A clinical therapist whose clients range from children in foster care 
to military families, Eldora has watched the neighborhood evolve with keen interest. One change she loves is the 
rise in the number of children, and that the park and streets are alive with families waving and walking their dogs. 
Many of you may have seen Eldora and Little Bit on their daily walk. Eldora has been on the Home Tour, organized 
Christmas caroling, and driven around at  3:00 am during the Neighborhood Watch. She would like to continue to 
be part of the effort that makes Fourth & Gill a place where “people care for one another and have fun together.”
Meet Emma McAfee: 
When Emma McAfee moved to N. Fourth Avenue – where she lives with her partner, Michael, dog, and two 
cats – she was amazed by Fourth & Gill’s vibrant sense of community. “From meeting friends at trivia night to 
connecting with fellow pet parents on my dog walks, I have found an open and welcoming home here,” she 
says. “I want to serve on the board to foster that spirit”. Emma works as a Customer Insights Researcher for Radio 
Systems Corporation. She has both the professional expertise –– an MBA from Temple University – and a natural 
talent for leadership, fundraising, communications, and group moderation. These skills were amply demonstrated 
when  she joined the Neighborhood Center Committee to help lead the effort to keep it. Emma  believes in 
leadership with generosity and an open mind, and that every member of  Fourth & Gill can play a role in making 
our neighborhood a welcoming, beautiful, and  enriching place. 
Meet Charles Griffin:  
This being the third year of my first term, I am currently serving in the Officer’s role as Treasurer of the Historic 
Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization and Chair the Tour of Home’s Committee. My first year, I served 
the Neighborhood Organization as the Communication’s Chair.  While my time serving on the Neighborhood 
Board has been busy, sometimes even challenging, I have enjoyed it immensely and hope to be elected to a 
second consecutive term. Some examples of task to mention during my term  include building neighborhood 
newsletters and orchestrating delivery, managing the neighborhood’s social media platforms, securing sufficient 
insurance coverage for both the Neighborhood Center and the current/future Board of Directors, Overseer of the 
Neighborhood Organization’s finances and the Tour of Homes Committee’s budget, both payable and receivable. 
Now a 20 year resident of the BEST neighborhood in all of greater Knoxville, I hope to  be awarded the chance to 
continue to serve on the board in whatever capacity  appointed. I pledge to work steadfastly for the continuance 
of growth and success of our  neighborhood and shared communities.
Meet Minka Reed: 
My name is Minka Reed (she/her), and I am honored to accept the nomination to serve on the Fourth & Gill 
Neighborhood Organization Board. I have lived in the neighborhood in one of the Knoxville Housing Cooperative 
houses for about 3 years, but was involved in the Birdhouse  neighborhood center for many years before that. I  
graduated from UT with a double major in Women, Gender, and Sexuality, and also Spanish. I am currently a 
server at Adopo pizza. I am excited to  become more involved in the neighborhood, and to  
hopefully add some perspective from the younger generations of neighbors. 
Meet Cody Farmer:  
My name is Cody Farmer and my wife Allison and I have lived in the Fourth and Gill since 2016. I first lived in 
Fourth and Gill as a renter on Luttrell in 2011, which is not only when I fell in love with the neighborhood, but also 
when I met my wife Allison. When we got married in 2015, we knew Fourth and Gill  is where we wanted to start 
a family. Our  son Abbott has been in residence since July of 2018. I attended UT for undergrad and I’ve been a 
practicing attorney in Knoxville for 9 years. More importantly, we are three time F+G Halloween costume contest 
champions (mostly on account of Abbott) and have a deep appreciation for the neighborhood’s people, homes, 
and history.


